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Foreign Missions, under our direction. Each of theso worl<ing independent-
ly, having met with some meýasure of success in selling Bibles. has been thought
worthy of sîpecial notice in the Roman Catholie organs within a few week.
It is necessary to premise that these ci alporteurs carry a large stock of Roman
('atholic Bibles (the Van Ess translation), and that the tracts and books whieli
(-ti two agents have are of a deridedly Christian, but not distinctively Pr.,-
testant character, and are ne-yer controversial. On October 5th appeared the
followving communicatiou in the Tiroler Stimmie, the miost widely circulated
andi;nfluential Roman Catholic paper in Tyrol. Lt is written from a village

ithe Lower Tnnvalley:
" Fromn bedbugs, gadflies, and fleas we are now tolerably free. But in

their place is pricking us an insect of larger size and more poisonous species.
For sorne tinte past, a Bible peddler liasQ been buzzing around in our neighbour.f hood, and stinging, at every convenient opportunil.y, our sensitive flesh.

Tere are some people who have not often the privilege of seeing This bearded
Bible seller and tract distributor, and may be overcome by his persistence.
The priests are especially among these favoured ones. The Bibles-Old and

j Ne-w Testaments in one volume-are from, Leander Van Ess, and naturally
Etsh 'ie is Oatholic.] The tracts whicli he generally distributes, gives away
-in fact,sows broadcast-are often of a poisoncus character. [For instance,
the tract <>f ' The Dnty cf ieneral Bible Reading,' by the same Gatholie Van
Ess.'] Whoever would gnard himself against the flattering phrases of this
urgent littie man must show him the door so2rewliatt siq7qjZvantly at the outset,
otherwise hie may be linder the necessity cf doing At several times."

At about the same time Mi,. Stierti, our other colporteur in Voralburg,
received the following notice ini the Roman Catholie paper of that district,.

" We are informed that a colporteur is going about the country with Bibles
andProtestantpietistic tracts. The former are sold at a merely nominal price,
and the latter the sanie as given away. We cail the attention of Catholics to
the fact. It will he most advisable to show the saine the door. ie is said tc
be very importunate, and in possession cf a permission ftom the government
of Tyrol. This does not oblige any one, however, to purchase Bibles whichi
have not been approved."

On October Mt, again the 2îroler ~tmcthus alluded to Mr. Ranch, the
cdlpc ,' rtenr of the Bible Society, apparantiy coxîfounding «him with une of ours
beforF, aiuded to:

"Give attentioni! 1 have cf ten read about it in the ,Stîmne, that colporteurs
were arrnaed with Protestant tracts, but did not su ppose that they would striy
into our region. But, in fact such a tempter [devil] was on th e 2lst at St. Vigil,
in Ennburg, and disposed cf many Italian and German copies of these forhid-
den wares. There was a prctended Gospel of Matthew, and the New Tests-
ment with Psalnis, in connection with üther [Protestant] tracts. The people
had to be warned against it in the chuirch, and were required witheut delay
te bring those forbidIden a«,nd destructive bocks te us, nr te destroy thern
Several have been already produced. We shall use them as waste paper on
behalf cf the Boys' S'Zemainary in Brixem. "i

In connection -with these facts, 1 will state that our colporteur ini Bregenz
(Von, lburg) bas juat been hrought before the court and flned 25 florins (812 àù)
for s£dli;zg Bibles. Ris permission from the government only aàllows him to)
take subseriptions, and afterward te deliver the books. It seems, in his haste
to dispose of Bibles, hie did net use the ordinary subscription blitnk with which
we supplied him.

In Prag, within two weeks, a young man, employed by our brethren there,
got permission from the janitor to visit the hospital, talk with the patient,
and dlistribute religious reading. FIe met a priest4f in the hospital who forbade
bis doing it, and hie at once desisted. Hie was, however, complained of-
although hie gave away nothing but (Gospel portions-and cited before the
chief cf police te answer. Hie wvas treated with great roughness, threateiied


