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nearer and fruex' the comniiiiion whhl (40d, fli less of' flat sjirîfual
intoxication whlîih llonxer's heroes CXperliCec, 01r fint frepidation 111(1
awe of wih 2e nc w'as the nbettoghl'or tiîat very raoîî
and intitViyp'pltOi lcaemyb h rfuneatiecnio-
tion the more exaltecd. It is truc flint Raplînel holds long Converse with.
Adamn even allier kis repvot-buit Adaxîxi was by fuis tfine receîved agaiu
into the favoni' of God, and 1 hie old acquatiitiiiccship liad not gonold,.
or been, fi-gotteni. We think Professor Sccley's comiparison of Mlton
ani Dante's poins respect ivcly to St. Paul's of London, ..nd Wecst-
nxiinsterAbbey, isstr-ainied and n.rtificiht, ami brings ot noliiîig. Surcly
there are the dimx aisies of Milton's pocmn as well as of I)anfe'S : thîs.
indeed is adinit ted, altiiotirli after it lind beeni said T he 1'aradise
Lost' is, as it wvere, a Christ ian teniple iii England, in a ,:tyle of' archi-
tecture necither Chîristian uor English." Il Dowil fuis xigh-lty Renais-
,zance tcm1)le as xve waldk, we admire vabt spaces, archeîs xvide âand
graceful, ninjestic aisies, but ... it lias no mionumients, no huinaux-
tics ; it is an eml)fy building." T[his is f0 quarrel. witlî a pueni on.
accotnt of whvlat, the subject dîd xot, admit of. ' Paradise Lo.ýt.' lias
ziot the 11uinanities of' our state rîowv it depiets a, state ilhlicli hasq to
bc inincdiie(. But are thiere ixot the lîuinianîties of tlie 1nnlapsed baffe ?
are not these glor iously given ?-andi( is 110f. flic mnoment wlieî 11flii wva

drivenl fromi Paradise the one of' ail ofliers the biggest, wvitl inftercsf to
our race? Stircly ail humlanities are conxpr)iessedl into fliat moment.
It is a somiewvhats ag cri ticismn, after aIl, of Milfoii's grcat liOCiii.
Wlhat led iMýilfon f0 flic choice of bis suibject it wonild be infteresfing to
know, but it can hardly now 4ce conjecfured. Was it not~ iju:t fixe
vastr'.ess of bis mmiid that foilnd no sutbiect equal f0 it but flic one
-%vlieli lie chose? Il Ie requiircd," says Professor Seelcy, Ilan excced-
ingly large subjet:"l as ichazel Angelo requircd flic roof and walls
of thie Sistine Chapel for bis canvas ami creation, fihe last judg-
ment for his subjeot. It is well kîîown f liat Milton long imedifafed
an epic fotinded on the sfory of King Arfliur--tlie iinpersonation
of chivalry-of lionouir--aýind( frue Clhristian knighflîood. Buit tixe
views of tlîat, sort of' lif'e hiad changed since ftxe days of Spenser.
Milton Iimiiself biad grown beyond tiin. Religion wvas uow iii the
ascendeney; and a religions mmiid like Xlilfon's f longlît, of flic epic of
humanity ; lience tixe 'iParadise Losf.' 1 Etx'adise Regainied' wvas ifs
obverse. We as hf tic agree wifh Professor Seeiey ini bis tlîcory of
this poem. It is obviously formed from- flic stand-point from wvhichi
lie regarded tixe character and person of Clirist, and flic influences
wvhich lie conceives contributed in miouilding Milfon's immd Mýilton,
at first a îoet froni the love of poesy if self-an Art-poet as Sccley
wvould express it-grev to feel lie liad a higlier mission to fulfil f han
simply to siug: lie nust bc a, teaclier of his feilows: lie must iinpress
thern with his own highi ideas of virtue and religion: lie biad a highi
reverence for religion;Z and both the ' Paradise Lo.t' aud flic 1Para-

* Sceley saà s: ",Virgile ini hi-d supernaitural apparitions, lias a formula, II stood ttpcfiee-.
and my hairs stood up, anà my voice ciuug to :ny% thot1l Oîîc of tiae occai'ioug -Jiuded to
is tie prodlgy of the bioud of Polydortis sporiti g froîîî the roots of certaili trcus that grcw
upon lus grave, on ..:eticas attrnpting to wrencbi thcm froin the soil.
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