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discover how far this quarrel wouid scem tu
supply a motive for committing the crime. Al
the dota,1is 1 coulai gathicr in reference ta> this
quarrel wcrc aneigre enoughi. I thait been liglit-
ly regard"d at the. time ais a trivial affair, aind
only derived any imnportance front WValtt'rs baaiv-
ing ioft the pIac slaortly aattarwaards. hcing pro-
voked to take titis stelp hy% the tatints of lais
eonapainma, 'who tauglaa'd ai Iiiai for heing Il exit
out" by "aItite. IValteýri laaad. it appe(arcd, aaeai
tlareatening w-ranis in ra'farence ta> Whlite, anal
declared that lia- wrîaid havie revcaage-,: but lais
remarks cxcitcd as little 'otice at the tintie ais
the rash words of an angrTy man gencrally do.
Indccd no one appcnrcd to have thonghit thcaaa
wvorth rommercing, aand mny enqluiries eauied
in my beîng as far fromn the solution of tlae
naystery as evor. Stili, w-bon a an is iost in
a vast forest lie w-iil foilow the slighitcst patla,
however vague and ili defineat it may ho, in tho
hope that it nîay lead hini to lais laopcd for dies-
tination, anai, adopting tlais principie, 1 rcsoived
to pursue aaxy enqiies wvith reference to WVai-
tors furthor, iiotw,itlastanding tlae apparently
slight evidencc on wluch niy suspicions of is
connexion with the mnurder rcsted.

The Magistrates, in iaaking tlacir investiga-
tion, made no searoli for the wcapon w-îtl
wii the decd liad been donc, assuming tliat
tlae assassin liad taken it wvitli Iiimi. i arrived
at prcciseiy the opposite conclusion. It ai)-
pcared porfectly cleair tlat tlae miurderer would
attempt to dispose of tI' -cap)on at once. either
by thirowing it into a be'ook or a ditela, or con-
ccaiting it in some sucli way. 1 searclacil a goual
doal for the ivoapon in the aîeiglibourhood of tlae
place where the dced w-ais donc, but met with
no suceess. Inaleed nny general scarcla 1 couid
mnake for it w-as appnreaatly a iîopeiess task. for
lie might, have earriod it a mile or more before
throwing it away. 1 must admit tlat. ait tiais
stage of tlae investigataon. 1 feit mysoîf greatly
a' fouit, and, aithougla 1 rade repeatodly over
tlae road by whîchi 1 suppo- rai the aaurderer laaîd
amade lais escape, w-hidi w.1- the one ieading to
tho nearest tow-n, 1 coulla ai arrive ait any sait-
isfactory resuit.

Ono day wiaile. I w-as il ais engagod, %vlion I
laaad rcachod a point on the aain roand, somne
hiaîf a mile froin the fatal spot, 1 mot one of the
ncighbours iwitla w-bon I w-as faimiliar, and, as
usuai, lie stopped to taik with mie over the gos-

sip of tue day. Close to whore wo stood by
the roadside wais thc coilar of an <>1< laouse
which had been burnt somo years bofore, and
on my enquiring who liaa livod there, lae totd
nie that it w-as oui Mr. lialtors, Chaarles IVal-
tors' fatiier.

"Poor man! " lie continucd, "1the burning
of that house was a sad boss tolia.

"In a pcuniary point of view?" I caiquircd.
"No:- but in anothor wvay. Ho bail a son

younger than Charles, andl botter, wlao w-as a
mere child tieu. In the torror eaused by thec
midnight alairni of the house boing on flree ho
rushed out, andl, falling into the 'aveu, Wh'aoh I

w-as dry ait tîte tinte, was so baadiy hurt tlaaat lac
died in a fcw danys."

Ig it deep.?
Tairty foot anad better. 'rîey wcrc clonau-

iaag it onat ait thie tintae, and tlae t'nce w-ais ne-
nioveai fi>r tIait purilose. wlîîcl accouintoal for
tht. claila ftîiling in. The. loss of this boy broko
tue olal uaaîn's laat, and lie (lied within a ycar."

W~ithaaaut waiitiaîg to hear more, 1 tict aîay
horse' ta' the. ft.'ace andl went to tue w-el, w-hidli
wais clobe ta> tle side of tlae olal cellar. A fcw
raiuigli boardas c.overed it, but, on remnoving onc
ot' tiiena. 1 caaul sec tiaat it w-as stili in a good
stite of' pres.rvaation, andl that none of the
stones lad failica in. A now idea liad struck
ane . thei w a.'puan naiglat ho conceaical in tue wcii
-it aulI Vve'ats I resolveal to sec.

Bidding tie taikativo ueighibour a hiastv adieu,
1 gaîloped' homle, anal returnoal witil a sanai
pcackct aairror, for the purpose of exploring the
w-oll. Stripping off the boards, I nianagoal to
at the. rays of the sun, whichi wns thoen doobin-

ing, ta> tle baîtoin of tlac w-cii andl found it dry.
Lu atiother instant niy lcant; gave suchi a bound
as Ncw-toî'a aaîust have given w-hoen hoe discoven-
cd gravitation. TalEai: W.îs A KIFFa' AT TUtE
BOTTO.1 aOF- THE WF.LL!!

Yes. tîtene w-ais a knife, but wis it tho knifo
of thue aissaissinx? I determiacal not to romain
long in îloubt. Stripping off my shoos, I coin-
mienceal to descend into the w-cIi, plncing nay
foot in tlae crevices of the stonos on ecd side.
ana(l holding an with îiy lianîls. In ashort time
1 neaeheal the bottoaxi, pickeal up the knifc.
climibeat up oance more to the surface. anal comn-
mnccî tua examaîine any new discoi-eny.

It w-as aua ordinary sieata knife, sucli as as,
wonn by ;aiîlors, nnd on tue liandle w-as cut, ii
rude letters, l>Aca, TauOROLD. Tlîe biade anal
hianadie wa're covencal w-ith blood, anal 1 feit con-
vinc.'i tiait it w-as the vony w-capon w-ith wii
the alealbaid hecax doaxa. The evidence of titis
aas îaenlaps not stnong cuough to have con-

viaxct.d a jury. but it w-as sufficicaît to convinco
nie that, I w-as on the righit tx'ack for the nmrdcrer.

Another faîct was estabiiad by this discov-
cry of theŽ knite iii tlac w-dl :-the murderen w-as
fiailiar i-itla tiae ueiglibounhood, or lie w-ouid
not have known of1 tlais pince of concealment.
The buttoiî proveal that tic had couic front a
distance, but tue concé-aling of the kaifo show-
cd tlat lie w-as no staungor.

I staitcd bct'orc tlat Chiarles Waitcns w-as said
to ]lave garn- tu sen, andl 1 doteranincal at once
lu si-a. w-hctiai titis w-as correct or nul. I pro-
ceedeal t St. Johin, and, obtaining accss to
the books of tlac shipping niastor, 1 examinoal
tlacan for thae naiane of Walters. I found il
sooner tlan I expecteal. On the 2Oth October
lac had, shaippeal on board the barque Eleanor, for
Engiand. aind as 1 rend thc date, I remembercal
tuiat on thac lOti of tiac samne month. Whlite laad
heen kill.'a. Jîast bi-iow the namne of Chiarles
Waitt.rà aap'aireît tlaat of Paul Tiiorolal; thcy
w-cre t.vidt.ntly coanpaniona anal liada shippeal in
the saîie r'essci.


