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RURAL NOTES. '

Throwing fudder unthe ground for shicep 13 a waste-
ful practice. Rucks will more than pay fur themselses
in a single winter, and any handy farmer can make his
own., Ewes that aro o drup lambs ueed wana and
soparato pens.

Mn. L. J. Hess, President of the Union County,
Tllinois, Agricultural Board, says the ice sturm seems
to have benefited the growing wheat, as it new lovks
green and fresh, while before the storm all wheat
looked dead.  Fruit not damaged.

‘¢ THERE arc three classes of animalsin which Thave
great faith,” says Juhn Dryden, M.P.P. for Suuth
Ontario. *‘Theso are Shorthurn cattle, Clydesdale
horses, and Shrupshire sheep.  For muttun and woul
tho Shropshires can't be beaten.”

Tnre fariner who hnlds his grain keeps back just so
much monoy from circulation, while the grain itsolf
shrinks in weight and furnishes a ready store of food
forrats. It is not the best economy to kecp one's
granary full, even though prices are low. :

IT is & mistake to suppose that exposure to severe
weather makes animals hardy. They aro far better off
under covor during storms, but the buildings in which
thoy aro housed should be provided with thorough
means of ventilation. Wholesome air is a primo re-
quisite of health

TraxKs to the statistics of grain productions col-
lected by the Burcau of Industrics, Ontario is now
being thoroughly advertised throughout Great Britain.
Agricultural and other jou 1als are giving thoso sta-
tistics & wido publicity, and our Provinco is likely to
bo a large gainer in consequence.

A prrree linseced mesl is excellent for horses and
colts, and any team will do better with a sprinkling of
it in their oats every day. Sheep will fatton faster
with a mixture of it, and their wool will be brighter
and better. Linseed improves the look of the caat,
whether it be hair or wool.

A pArRMER who has had much experience in drain-
ing land says that, when quicksand or unsound ground
occurs, drains should bo cut widor and in some cases
deeper, with their sods trampled down along tho bot-
tom beforo cither tiles or stone conduits are intro-
duced. Sods thus placed always admit water frecly,
and tho substrata in consequenco very soan becomes
solid.

Ir1sa pretty woll established fact that tho groatest
profits in fattening cattle are made on young animals.
At the Chicago Fat Stock Show a statemont was mado
that a two-year-old stcer gavo a profit of nearly fifty
dollars on 1its socond yoars feeding, while tho next
yoar gave only a prufit of soven dollars. The- profit
Iies i pushing young ammals constantly until they
aro roady for market, and selling them as soon as thoy
aro rcady.

Tag Chieage Parmers’ Rovicw saya the hord of Ga
loways ownod by Mr. Thomss Mc¢Orao & Son, of

Guelph, is the largest un tlus side of the ucean. The
seniur partner, the leciew says, has been breeding
Galluways lonaer than any othicr wuan in the Chited
States ur Canada. Last spring he purchased in Scot-
land forty.eight of the chuicest animals procurable,
This s the Lmgest inpvrtation of thom cver made to
America.

IN areport of the transactivns uf the Mickigan Hor-
ticultural Sucicty, two years ago, it was stated that
the application of dry slaked lime to apple trees while
in blussom was an effective remedy for the cudling
moth pest. A Maine farmer has tried it with very
satisfactory results. The lime, hie says, should be ap-
plied two or three times - thrown all through the tup
of the tree and upoun all sides of it.  If applied when
the blossums arc wet, all the better. Prof. Beal,
of Michigan, claims butter results are obtained if
Paris green is mixed with the lime.

Nouw there is a goud chance for ur farmers to im
prote the appearance of thuir farms, and at the same
timo tu cunsiderably increase their valuo. The On
tario Tree-planting Fund, created by an Act of the
Legislature, only requires the co-operativn of township
municipalities to enco..cage overy farmer to plant all
tho borders of his farm with trees. In a few years
those trees would give a measuro of shelter to his
wheat fields, would beautify his farm, and in time
would furnish a supply of valuable timber fur many
nceded purposes.  For a wooded country Ontario i8
being rapidly denuded of its forests, and another gen-
cration may seo the clder settled portions of it with as
low a percentage of wooded to cleared land as Old
England itself.

It is doubtful if aay other remedy can bo uscd for
the pea bug pest with half the goud results of starva-
tion. Solongas farmers continue to grow pea-food
the bug will liveon and prosper, perpetuating his kind
from year to year. One field in a township is envugh
to save him from extinction, and withuut cumnmon ac
tion on the part of farmers thero scoms to bo no hupe
of getting rid of him effectually. Thero are laws for
stamping out disease inanimals, and why not for starv
ing out the pea-bug? An Act which would authorizo
township or county councils to prohibit the growing of
peas for ono or more years, whea considered necessary
in the public interest, would probably answer tho pur-
pose. It is a matter of no amall conscquonco to save
the conntry agsinst annually recurring losses of throe
or four hundred thousand dollars.

Ix the native woods of Ontario walnut trees have
not been found north of a line drawn from tho noigh-
beurhood of Hamilton to the mouth of St. Clair River.
Sc states Dr. Bell, of the Geological Survey Service.
But it is afact that walnut can Lo grown considerably
further north. Trees plantod in the neighbourhood of
Lindsay are thriving well. At thesametime woshould
profer to confine the exporiment of growing this or
any other specics of tree within tho limits of its
habitat. They may grow and flourish boyond for a timo,
but thoy are liable to bo injured any winter by a fow
days of intonso cold.  One of tho groat miatakes made
in pianting apjno orchards in the auvrthern ters of

countios hias boen, tho sqloction of ?opglar varigties

grown in the wanu region of the Lake Erie counties.
A more careful selectivn of hardy varictios is needed
te save fatiers fromn Juit 1) lusses and dis\,uumgomentu
in this particular.

Fouk al ng tine it was considered that a good qual-
ity of sugar could not be produced from the sorghum
cane, but with improved processes and intelligent
managemen. the question 1s no lunger a debatable
one. There aro sugar works at Champaign, Ilhnois,
that turn out batch after batch of sugar from sorghum
with precisely the same certainty that the Southern
planter does from the sugar cane.  This sugar is said
to have no sorghum flavour nur gummy character, and
will sell mn the samoe market at the same prico as tho
Now Orleans article, giving the same satisfaction. A
West Indies sugar-maker 1s this year guing to try the
experument in the county of Essex, in the western part
of this Provinee, and he is confident of success. He
has alrecady made arrangements for the planting of
over two hundred acres with sorghum, and the sugar
worhs will bo crected at Essex Centre.  His experts
ment will be watched with Lively interest,

Tng Mark Lane Express, in a review of the British
grain trade for the week onding Jan. 27th, says: Tho
prospects of thoe growing wheat crop are about the
samo as last week, but tho outlook for Spring cultiva-
tion gots matorially worso as the scason advances.
Thero was a weakor feeling 1n Enghsh wheat at the
close of the week. Flourisweaker. Trado in foreign
wheat restricted by higherrates. The supply of wheat
in London comprises 17,376 bushels from India, 40,072
bushels from Germany, 28,504 bushels from American
Atlantic ports, and 20,332 bushels from Ruasia,
American maize is cheaper. Barloy firm, but quiet.
Trado in wheat cargoes off coast small. Red Winter
unchanged. Cabfornn higher. Demand for wheat
cargoes afloat or for shipment slackened tho past week
and business dono chiefly in Russian grades. Sales
of Enghsh wheat duning the week wero 500,280
bushols at $1.26 per bushel, against 399,104 bushels
at §1.44 for the corresponding pertod last year.

Tnz Ontanto Lemislature has this year made an ap-
propriation of $3,000 for the purchaso of now varietios
of sced grain, the intention being to mako use of Agri-
cultural Societies as agencies for its distribution,
There 13 much nced of introducing new vanectics of
spring wheat and potatoes, but great care should be
taken 1n making scloctions.  Fraua 1s casily practised
in the sced business ; and not a few people who con-
sider themselvos as honest as the patriarchs think it is
20 cnmo to cheat the Government. A good ides
would bo to offer liberal prizes to our hybridists for
any new varictics of sced of established merit which
they may originate. Tho Vermont farmer who origin-
ated the Early Rose potate rendercd a most valuable
aerv.co to the farmers ¢f the United States angd Canada,
Hybndizing is an interest that descrves to bo oncour-
aged. There is no reason to beliovo that tho best pos-
sible varictics of fruits, roots or grains are being cul-
tivated now in Ontario, and herctofore our farmors
have boen rolying almost cxclusively on foreign
hybridists for *‘now blood.” Wo would like to saa
mulo attoutivh gued v uniguneling now variokiod at
home,



