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THE ERANCHISE ASLY FDUCATOR

BY RNONGNIAN

—

Oue of the arguments i favour of govern-
ment by the people is thatthe Franchise is an
educator. [t 1s contended that by hearing
and reading speeches on public question, by
thinking them out and conversing about them
the people increase their konowledpe, and
qualify themselves for the duties and respoa-
sibilities of cttizens help.

There is much truth in this contention
provided the questions discussed are large
and the men who speak and write on them
are men of hght and leadiog. Something
more 15 also needed. The people who hear
and read and discuss, must be capable of
learning something. If a man thinks he
knowseverythingalready,even Gladstone could
give im no education. There must be re-
ceptivity on the part of the people as well as
power to communicate ideas, and stmulate
thinking on the part those who speak and
uaite. There is no usein giving a man an
idea 1f he has no place to put it

Large and dutlicult questions have been
discussed in Canada. The adoption of re-
sponsible government fifty years ago, in-
volveq the discussion of many large and
vital  questions, The extension of the
Franchise and collateral issues, were yues-
tious large and important eoough for the
highest statesmaoship to wrestle with. The
confederation of the colonies that now form
tns Dominion, was a brave attempt at native
building. Whatever may come of the Domi.
nion every one will admit that the Confedera-
tion Fathers made a noble and patriotic at-
tempt to lay the foundation ofa nation. If
their sons cause the superstructure to topple
over, impartial history will not blame the men
who did the work on the foundation.

Fifteen years ago the people of this country
were asked to grapple with a new, large and
most difficult question. Free Trade and
Protection problems were quite famihar to
well informed British minds, because the
problem had beea thoroughly threshed out in
Great imaip, but many Canadians knew very
little about them.  Truth to say, agood many
do not understand them very well even yet.
After fifteen years discusston the question who
pays the duty, will bring diametsically op-
posite replies.  Professor Young used to give
Protecuon ws Free Trade, asan illustration
of the fact, that something can besaid on both
sides of almost any question. The learned
Professor handled a fiscal problem scientifical.
ly, just as he handled the Ego and Non Ego,
and all other problems. The handling of the
N. P. duning the last fifteen years has not
been strictly scienufic everywhere and al.
ways.

‘There is not much education inthe cam-
paign at present ragiog 1 Ontaro.  All, or
very nearly all, the questions are either old or
small. Separaie Schools were discussed forty
years ago, with very much more intelhigence
than many people discuss them now. Dense-
ly ignorant, or worse than ignorant must the
man be who says that the Separate schools of
Ontario were established by the present
government. How the old settlers must
wonder when they hear a budding orator bring
up the Separate school question, with as much
freshness as il be had discovered something
pew. That was an old question forty years
ago. Our fathers—yrand old men many of
them were—discussed 1t before maay of us
were barn. A large proportion of them did
not hke Separate schocls, but after wresthng
with the problem for many years, they conclud-
ed that it would do the country less barm to
esiablish them, than keep aglow the fires of
sectanao stufe.  They were intelligent men,
patriotic men and had sense enough to see that
society caooot exist unless cach member
yields something and puts up with something
he does not ke, 1f the exhibition were not
so humiliating, it would be decidedly funny
tosee awould be mstructor of the people
bring up the Separateschool question with the
air of a man who had just made a discovery.

Principal Grant seems to think tbat the
sixth commandment 1s an tssue 10 this cam-
paigo. If so, that 1s another old question.

THE CANADA

In orderto form some conception of the
size of some of the new questions, try and
unagine a Britich statesman making speeches
about them lmagine Lord Salisbury discus-
sing the number of egzgs that should be con-
sumed by an asylum otnicial at one meal.
Fancy Gledstone growing eloquent over a
consumptive calf.  Just think of Rosebery
putting a paragraph mto his speech about
saving a few cents on the daily allowance ofa
lunatic

This campaign is out of all sight the worst
that has ever taken place in Onmtario  Maoy
of the questions are either so old orso small
that there is no education in them. Many of
the appeals are to the worst and most danger-
ous passions of our uature. [tisjust sucha
campaign asmakes thoughtful people ask after
all whether this country is capable of self-gov-
ernment, and wonder whether it would not be
better to have a closer connection of some
kind with the Imperial government. Annexa.
tion is not to be thought of. The people do
not waot it, and if they got it matters would
speedily become worse. lndependence would
mean the worst kind of war. Take away the
wholesome restraining influence of John Bull,
and we would socon have reproduced in Canada
the worst scenes of Cork and Tipperary with
the physicial courage of the Irishman left out.
\What we need 1s more Brtish toleration and
statesmanship. We must have 1t or die.

PRESBYTERIANISHOF THEC.ESH

LY KHV. [ MALGILLIVRAY, L., MONIKRYFAL,

This 1s a Presbyterian rally ; and it means
that we believe in our own church, and are
proud of her. 1 confess I have always been
suspicious of a maun who tells me that he loves
all churches alike. Ot course I believe hum
but ! believe also, that his love is so sickly
that 1t is not a bit of use to any of the
churches. Show me a2 man who is so dead 1n
love with his own church that he will put his
ltife on her altar, and you show me a man who
rejoices at the advance of Christ's cause in
every other church. It 1s with this love in
our hearts we meet to-might. Therefore, not
the shadow of an unkind word to other
churches will fall from our lips. We rejoice
in their victories, for they are the victories of
Christ.

We meet, then, as Presbytenan young
people, to look a httle into our system, and
the Society of Christian Eondeavo. to see if
their principles and spirit are in accord. We
take up this ipvestigation all the more eager-
ly, because assertions are sometimes made
about the un-presbyterian character of the En-
deavor movemeat, that 1 hope to show you are
wide of the mark. But before domng so, per-
mit an observation or two, just to clear the
way.

When we speak of determining the Pres
byterianism of the Society of Christian En-
deavor, we do not take the position that other
denominations could not find features of their
system in the society. Indeed, this is the
very glory of the Eundeavor Sotiety, and
proves its splendid catholicity, that it has in-
corporated the fundameatal truth of all the
Christian churches. [t is a witness to its
Christianity that, after all, rises far above its
denominationalism.  Further, suppose that
this evening we were unable to discover a
single Presbyterian principle in the movement,
shouldweasPresbyterianscondemnand rejectit?
No ; a thousand times no, for that would be
acuing clearly against the history and spirit of
Presbytenanism.  For no church has been so
ready to take up and assimilate pracucal
Christian movements, t0 wit: the Sunday-
school, Woman's Missionary Scciety, and this
Endeavor movement in which she is proud to
be the*bavaer” church.  Besides, it is forgot-
ten that our standards provide for this pro-
gressive spirit. o the Confession of Faith,
Chap. 1, sec. vi.,,wercad: “ There are some
circumstances concerning the worship of God
and government of the church, common to
human actions and societics which are to be
ordered by the light of nature and Christian
prudence, according to the general rules of
the word which are always to be observed,” —

® An addsess given at a tally of Montseal Preabyterian
Chrisuan Endeavorin St. Gabriel Church, May 3st.
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a clause that Dr. A. A. Hodge speaks of as
relating to **detaled adjustment to chanuing
cwrcumstances.”

But 1n very truth, our dithculty 1s to make
a wise selection out of the number of Presby-
terian principles that crowd upon us when
we begin to laok into the Society of Christian
Fndeavor. Let us, first, look at the form of
the society, and see how Presbyterian it 1s. A
society of Christian Endeavor is simply a
miniature Presbyterian congregation in full
blast. The President of the society corres-
ponds to the pastor of thecongregation : the
Look-out Committee, or, if you like, the Prayer-
meeting Committee to the Session. looking
after the spintual interests: the Lxecutive
Committee to the Board of Management, or
Deacons' Coutt looking after the secular inter-
ests ; the Missionary Committee to the Mis-
sionary Socicty, or Woman's Missionary So-
ciety of the congregation ; the Temperance
Committee to the Temperance Association ;
the Charitable Committee to the Ladies’ Aid ;
and so on. * A church within a church,” do
I hear an objector say. Why not? If Pres-
byterian principles are good for a congrega-
tion, why not for a society within the congre-
gation ? If they can be successfully applied on
a large scale, why not on a smaller? That is
a disloyal objection. But let us pass by the
form. For it is of least importance. Princi-
pal Caven put this matter of form and spirit
very clearly in a paper read before the Pres-
byterian Alliance at London® * There is no
charm in the form of church government, so
that of itself it should secure not only ac-
tivity and harmony, but also spiritual life. 1f
the essential teachiogs of the Gospel are
compromised, there can be no compensation
for so great a defect, and should forms of
church government, iess scriptural than ours,
prove more faithful to evangelical doctrines,
they will bear better fruit. To deny this were
to be not merely sectarian, but utterly uan-
christian.” We pass on, thercfore, to the
spirit and principles of the two movements.

1. Presbyterianism exalts Christ, and so
does Christian Endeavor. One of the funda-
mental positions of Presbyterianism is that
the Lord Jesus Christ alone is the Head of
the chuirch (Coaf. c. 235, sect. 6). This means
no pope as God's vicegerent, and king or
queen cootrclling the church. No only so,
but the Presbyterian church has kept em-
phasis on the truth : Christ alone a sufficient
Saviour, Christ the oaly mediator between
God and man. Chnst the only Priest, King
and Prophet of His people. These are doc-
trines dripping with the very lfe-blood.
Christian Endeavor exalts Christ. Her motto
for service 1s* for Christ and the church,” and
her docirine for iospiration in service is
¢ Trusting in the Lord Jesus Chnst for
strength.” Clearly they are one oa this great
fundamental.

2. Presbytenanism stands for ao open
Bible, so does Christian Eadeavor. The
glory of our church is her iosistence on the
right of every man to read the Dible. It was
the very stone on which her noble founder
split with Rome. Presbyterianism is veryold.
We believe the Old Testament church to have
been Presbyterian, aud also the New Testa-
ment Church. But as a distinct church, n
100k shape in the city of Zurich, and its
father was Zwinghi, the noble leader of the
Swiss Reformation. s statue in Zurich is
an inspiration as you look into s strong, fine
face, and see the Bible in his hand : the book
in whose defence he fought such great battles,
and from which he preached so fearlessly in
the cathedral church, dying on the field of
Kappel with it 1n his haad as hesought tocom-
fort a2 wounded soldier. \Vith such an origin
and fouander, we understand the Covenanters
and Huguenots dymyg or banished by the
thousands, rather than give up an open Bible.
Here the Christian Endeavor 1s Presbyterian.
Its glory is Bible study. The Bible is its
daily text book, its ¢ infallible rule of faith and
practice.”

3. Prestyterianism maintains the univer-
sal character of the church of God, so does
Christian Endeavor. No church has inscrib-
cd on her standards a broader catholicity : a
communion with saints of cvery name and race
and clime. Look at her defimtion of the
church on carth : * The visible church which
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is also catholic or universal under the Gospel
(not counfined to one nation, as before under
the law) consists of all those throughout the
worldthat professthetrue religion togetber with
their children. .. (Conf.c.25,sect.ii.). Putalong
side this statement the motto of our society
** Oune is your Master, even Christ, and all ye
are Lrethren,” and not only the motto but its
grand manifestation throughout the world.
This claim for the church of God, as confined
to no sect or denomination, rang out at the
very inception of Presbyterianism, as Zwingli,
rising up before 9oo deputies, exclaimed
** The universal church is spread over the
whole world, wharever there is faith in Chrisy,
in India as well as in Zurich ’; and I cao hear
the shout of Christian Eandeavor throughout
the world crying ** Amen,” to that magnificent
Presbyterian principle.

4. Presbyterianism stands for pledged
service, so does Christian Endeavor. Presby-
terians believe in covepnants. Covenants and
covenant ideas fill a large place in her Stand-
ards. Look at Scotland’s Presbyterian
covenants, to wit, the National Covenant
and ‘“the Solemn League and Covenant "
that bound those noble men * to endeavor the
extirpation " of every form of evil * that the
Lord may be one, and His name one in the
their kingdoms." We can see their baoner
with theinscription, * For Christ’s Crown and
Covenant,” carried into the field of battle, and
their lives given beneath it. Let us be astrus
to our pledgo that1s brimful of Presbyterian
doctrine. In it you find Christ exalted, the
Bible honored, prayer commended, con-
science developed, and the perseverance of
the saints inculcated.

HAS HINDOOISM BEEN “SCRAT
CUHED” BY CHRISTIANITY ¢
LY REV. 5. M. KELLOGG, D D.

Amoong the Oriental delegates to the
Parliament of Religions in Chicago, was Babu
P. C. Mozoomndar who may be regarded
since the death of Keshub Chunder Sen, as the
leader of the ** New Dispensation " party of
the Brahmo Sama} 1in India; 2 most affable
and pleasant gentleman, whom, since his re-
turna, I have had the pleasure of meeting,
when last winter in Lahore he attended, with
much apparent interest, lectures which I was
giving on Christianity to the educated native
gentlemen of that city. His presence on that
occasion in the fine audience which again and
again assembled in the Mission College to
hear vhat 1 had to say for the Christian faith,
brought to my mind what he had giveo forth
in Amenca concerning the success—or,
rather, the failure—of Christian Missions. He
is reported as having spokean to this effect .
*“Properly speaking, so far as we are con-
cerned, the Protestant Christian Missions are
the most important missions. For nearly a
hundred years they have worked. The native
Christians number two millions aod a hall,
more than one-half of these being Roman
Catholics. Zf you go lo Indic will you find
any scratch on the surface of findu society by
Christianity 2 No. . Yowur mission
arics are hard and fast and dry, surrounded
by the native Christians, who, with [ew excep-
Lions yepresent neither the culture of Europe
nor of India. The success of Christianity is em:
nently unsatisfactory both to Christian com-
munities and to our people at large.”

I confess that I am somewhat puzzled by
such words as I have italicised. For there
can be no doubt that Babu Mozoomdar is an
observant and very intelligeat geatleman ; nor
would it be fair at all to impute to him wilful
misrepresentation. It is true that the actual
numerical result in conversion, although, if
looked at with reference to the number of
workers, and the amount of maney expended,
amoang the 287,0c0,000 of India, is truly re-
markable ; on the other hand, when looked
at from the standpo’nt of our desires, is small.
But while fully admitting this, itis none theless
surprising to hear 4 man of Babu Mozoomdar’s
intelligence affirm that as yet Christianity has
made ** no scratch on the surface of Hindoo
society.”” Itseemsto me that, inadvertently,
he has even needlessly thus belittled the
significance of that Samaj, of which he isa
distinguished member. For what is the
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