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CONCERNING SUI)DEN TRANSITIONVS.
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Ont ai tht mast difficuit things in public speaking is ta
pass in a natural, easy, graceful kind ai way irain ont point
ta another. Many a speaker can bammier away %vtll enoîîgh
an ont point, but when he bas ta pass fmain that point and
take up anather, trouble aten cames in. Tht t.rnsitions
are always tht most dîflicult part ai a speech that bas any.
thing in it. Of course if a speech bas no points tht difficulty
is obviatcd because then tht speaker lias na point ta pas
ironm or tome ta. In that case the diikully carnes upon tht
hearers.

Tht difliculty ai sudden transition is tint confined ta rhe-
Poric. Would that il %vert Ii lany of aur people arc just nuw
feeling thet înconvenience ai passing tram years af fair corn-
întrcial prosperiîy ta a season ai comparative dulness in
business. Short crops, low prices, lack af snaw and " la
grippe" have combined ta pîncb Ontario just a ittît bit. We
ctan't take kîndly ta pinching. WVe are net used ta that sort
ai tbing. Most ai us take tbree fairly good meals a day,
wear pretty Road clothes, lîve n reasonably good bouses, pay
aur debts and an tht whale bave about as gaod a time as
any people in tht warld. A goodly nuinher bave a little pile
that they like ta add a littît ta as tbey go on tht
journey ai life. Now whilst a duil season dots net
seriously affect tht personal comiort ai any but the very
poorest it dots in many cases striously affect tht ad-
ditions ta tht little pile. A man vti expected ta add ta bis
little pile is disappaînted if bc dots flot get anvthing ta add
and be s warse than dîsappoinied if he bas ta subtract.
Neyer doos a human heing realîze sa vividly the difference
betwcen addition and sutraction, -as when be bas ta subtract
iroin bis little pile at tht end ai tht year instead ai add ta it.
Il is this sudden transition from addition ta subtraction that
is trauhhing sa many Ontario people just naw. Suddcn tran-
sitions are always bard ta manage graccfully.

A sudden transition tramn depression ta inflation is called
a " boom." A boom is an unmitigated, ur.rcheved curse, fin-
ancially, morally and every way you take it. The only real
cure for a boomt is a Itinatic asylumn and a gaal large enough
ta hold about hait the maIe population ai the place in whîch
tht boom is raging. To divide tht people who are unfit ta be
at large and say wba should be put nta the asyluin and wvho
nta tht othcr institution wauld be as fine a piece ai judîciai

work as ever fehl ta tht lot ai a jurist. Ta pass fram good
business times ta depressioti in a reasonably contcnted frame
ai mind is net easy ; ta pass frain depreission inta tht midst
ai a boom and kcep iairly hanest and passably sane is an un-
possibility for sont people.

Sudden transitions tram wealth tn paverty or fram poverty
ta wealth are always trying. Perhaps net ane persan in five
hundred can go suddenly up or came suddenly dawn and keep
a warm heart and a leve! bead. There s a large amaunt ai
grace and gaod sense needed ta make suz-h transitions n a
creditable way. Oi course most of us tbînk wt cauld stand
ten thousand a year without any danger. If tht Almigbty
thaught il would bt hetter for us ta have ten tbousand a Vear
most likely we %would have il. Ht knows us mucb better than
we know otîrselves and perhaps secs that il would net be sait
ta give niany of us ten thousand a year suddenly. Ont mca-
son assigned for giving many clergymen sinail salaries is that
large inc.nts would make them proud and unspiritual ýn
mind. Most people are willing enaugh ta risk thte eiects ai
big incomes upon their own spirituality, but somne ai thein
dan't like ta put temptation in the way aiPor ministers. il
is very kind ai people ta watcb aver tht mînîster in that way.
Kindness ai that variety casts nothing and that may be ont
reason why there is sa much afili.

Tht transition fram tht position ai a candidate ta that ai
a fully fltdgtd member ai parliament or municipal man is net
always graceiully taken. We have heard ai candidates wbo
gel through an extaordinary aniount ai shaking bands,
clapping on tht back, enquiring for tht %vi and family, baby-
kissing and ather electioneering expedients during tht can-
paign, but wha in saine mysteriaus way didn't know saine ai
itir leading supporters as soon as tht campaign was aver.

There s no transition that tires like getting married.
Men who act rationally aIl the rest ai their lives eften make
foals ai themseives when they marry. Old tellows arc always
tht worst. Brides do sametimes stetm ta thînk tmat tbey
ought ta be waited on ta a very great extent. Newly n.irried
couples are as a ule easily recagnized on a ailwav ti ain or
steamboat. Marrying is a trying kind ai exercise and the
numbraf people wbo cati make tht transition from single ta
married lufe with perfect gaad taste is not quite as large as
tht number wba marry.

IRE DUTY 0F THE CHURCH 770 TH.E AGE.

BY FIDELIS.

Tht Church ai Christ is always ta be a " Light in tht
world "; a witness for tht truth ai God against the darkness
and rebeilian ai tht human bearu. Each age has its own
special evils ta be cantcnded with-its awn special dlaims on
tht iaitbful witness agaînst Roman idolatmy and atbeistic
philosophy, against Judaising fammalisin and rationalizing sub-
tleties,-against northern polytheisin and southemn corruption.

I HE CANADA PRItSBYTERIAN.

At a later period, tht truc spirit af Chrstianity arase in ils
migbt against those wbo would have taken away the Illiberty
with %which Christ had made her fret ; against the fetters of
ecclesiastical and ptiestlj»tyranny an.d the traditions ofi men,"
wvhich "made tht commandments af God ai none efl'ect."

ln aur own day, the Churcl i fGad, taking the terini n its
widest sense, is a îitness stili. But what are tht mare special
fortns ai cvil that ta*day demand ber emphatic winess ; and
is ber witness as emphatic as these evils denrîd ?

Tht mast cursory gl&ncc at the present stite ai Saciety
.and modern currents of thougbt makes it plain that secular-
îsni, in its myriad iorms, is to.day the great enemy of Christ-
ianity. Tht favoutitt scientific phiiosophy 15 openly deter-
mmced ta deny the spiritual in mnan and Nature ; ta îdtntify
the law ai an intelligent lawgivcr with a blind neccssty ; ta
enshraud man in tht meshes ai an iran fatalisin that is
44withaut God and without hope in thtevîl. There may bc
no more actual apposition ta spiritual religion than there bas
always been in tht camnaI heart ai man. B~ut the appositiaon
is farmomre openly declared, systematîc and aggrcssive.
Witb a large portion ai sacicty tbte s an absalute cutting
adrit [rom tht wbole idea ai personal religion, in its widest
sense, even framn the very idea ai a personal God. Tht in-
fluence af tht apastles ai this ph'ilosaphy, influcncing directly
tht cultured classes, bas fitered througti these down ta tht
lowest. A large class ai men and women n ail aur cammu-
nities have drified entirely awvay front revealed religion, and
are living Ilwithout hope and withaut Gad -n thteivarld."
Tht decided increase ai suicide gencrally and ai crime in tht
higher classes ai sacicty, is only ane out af many signs ai
the drift and trend ai tht anti-Christian sprit-this torct ai
tht spirit ai Antichrist.

In the presence af this incrcased concentration aofarce
on tht part ai tht great enemy ai tht Chut-ch, surely tht
Church should be wise in ber generatian, and concentrate
her farces ta tacet tht enemy ! When tht great fuandamiental
forces ai tht truths af God and Christ and immarîality are
the points at issue i tht mast momentaus battît ever fought,
it is na time for the army ai tht Lord ta bc trifling witb in-
ternai contentions over the minar points that divide thcmi.
liuman mninds are se diffently canstituttd in many ways
that it is simply impassible that ail should arrive at tht saine
conclusions in regard ta abstract truth, utterly vain ta expect
intelltctual agreement in ail points ai Christ ian doctrine even
amang tht members ai the saint Churcb and the saine
tamuly. And tht mare camplicated sucb schemes ai doctrine
are. the mare impossible must bc absolute unanimity cancern-
ing it. Mast thoughtfil people are beginn'ing ta recognîse that
was a inîstake ai aur torefathers ta compile long and clabor-
ate systems. at least in sa far as thcy wcre intcnded ta tormu-
late tht creed af a wbalc Chtirch. In regard ta such, wvt may
safely say, that, tht marecocmplete and logical îhey are, the
more tbey are open ta suspicion ; for thev are simply tht pra-
hectian oaithe humant mmd into a region toa rare for tht pawers
ai tht human mind ta grasp. Cansequently the histary ai
elabarate creeds and complicattd thcologica~i systeis s tht
history ai tht disintegration ai the Christian Church laver
tht " mint, anise, and cummin " ai systein ; whilt Ilthe
weghtier matters ai the law" were let in tht background.
A more adequate and a evertnt sense ai tht praiaiind rnys-
tery ai tht being af Gad bas made tht mout tboughtful and
reverent spirits disinclined ta dogmatize taa deinitely i re-
gard ta such matters as His eternal purposes . while a larger
and truer view ai inspiration has conduccd ta tht saine re-
suit : and tht great exigencies ai aur day emphatically cal
an tht Church ta merge mînar difierences ini tht grand unitit-g
points ai living faitb and practice, as distinct frorn specula-
tîve opinion ; and ta do this among ber own chiltlren as weli
as with Christians ai other communions. For we cani hardly
make much pogress in tht cause ai promatîng Christian
unity, with ather denominations, if wve are ready ta visit with
ecclesiastical censure and penalty similar deviations fromn
stercotyped formulantes on tht part ai Preshyterians thein-
selves, in regard ta such purely theoretical problems as escha-
tological mysterits, or rival thecties ai sanctification ! As
ta such questions tht anly real pre-ventive ai "Idivisive
caurse3 I is ta alaw a margin ai libc-ty for inevitable differ-
ence ai opinton. By any ather course tht Cbîîrcb is sure ta
incur tht guilt ai Schism-tbe cutting atid woundig ai tht
mystîcal body ai Christ-besides hardening those dividing
walls that so uniortunately hamper and discredît aur modern
Christianity. But it is a hopeful sign ai the times that tht
cail for tht modification ai the prescrit terrils ai creed-sub-
crîption bas become sa influential and su urgent that it must
tirecis command attention. When men like Dr. Philip Schaff
and Mr. James McCosh unite witb athers in urging important
modifications ai tht Confession ai Faitb ; in particular, "'that
it should cantain saine clear, explîcit, and tmpbatic state-
ment af tht lave of God ta ail li-s creatures," we may weil
hope that steps will bc taken ta rernedy an P-vii which bas
been tht cause ai more barmn than, in saine quarters, would
readily bc believed. One ai the first requisites bowever, ta
a greater unity, mubt be tht fret admission ta tht communion
table ai aIl wha lave tht Lord Jesus Christ in sincey*ity," on
the graund ai that divincly given test ai ftness alone, witb-
out insisting on a concurrence of intelfectual opinion in sec-
sectarian sbibbaitths. As Rowland Hill put it long ago, tht
table "lis tht table ai tht Lard," fnot ai tht particular de-
nonuînatian,-.-and "lno other term, ai communion should be
insisted on in any Church, but what are necessary ta can-ti-
tute a real Christian."
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The second duty of the Church te the sge, is ta makte
greater efforts ta secure the purity and consistency ai bier
nicmbership. This critical age is lynx-eyed vvith regard ta
thc morality ofIl"Church-members,"l in whom it naturatly ex.
pects te find Christians. And it happens ton aiten that
they (ail ta meet aur Lord's test:- IlBy their fruits yc shail
know thein." It is a common taunt with sceptics that thcy
do net find a higher morility prevalent among Christians
than amang those who repudiate Christianitil altogetbcr,
Certainly the Church af Christ is far fram daing what she
niight, in halding up a living Christ, speaking ttrough Illiv.
ing episties," ta a restless and craving warld ! Arnd the world
expects ta find grapes on vines, though it knows ketter than
ta look for thein on tharns. But the scandalaus shtqrtcom-
ings and incansistencies ai many professing Christians v.'ght
well draw dawn the solemn denuinciation whicb cames N'ut
sa clcarly in aur Revised Version. 11 1 cannat a%îay with i
quity and the salcmn meeting." The Church witnesses feebly
indeed ta the reality ai thetIlgreat salvatian"I frain sin, ta the
pramise and potency of a full and camplete sanctification in
Christ's haliness and the truth that Il ivthout holiness no man
can see the Lard," does nlot receive, as a rulle, a sufficiently
prominent place in hier preachtng. A superficial view ai sal-
vatian as a mnerle escape fram penalties, ta be gained by a
mere assent ta certain great truths, is widely prevalerit, and
is at the bottom-nat only af much ai the spuriaus Christ-
ianity ai the day, but aise ai the irequent miscanceptian af
thc relation between l' faith and works,"' as if the anc could
ever truly exist withaut the other ; and this widespread un-
faithfulncss ai the Christian Church is the cause af far greater
iniury ta the Christian cause than are ail the attacks af al
the sce.ptics put together. Let the Church, in uninistaktable
tones, tcach ber peaple their truc duty and privilege in this
particular ai holincss, and a better day will soon dawn far ber
and for the world.

And, in connection vdth this duty, the Church cannot
afford ta stand idly by, and ignare the great social prablems
af the day, thcl present issue, marc especially, between rich
and power-ful capital and poverty-stricken and toiling labour.
Many thoughtful observers féed that "'Society must undergo a
transformation or perish ; I and Christianity can and should
be the chici agent n bringing about such a transformation.
She, inspired wîrb the ferveur at her first lave, and with the
full enthusiasin of humanity, cati be a truc peace-maker and
bridge the guif between the"' classes and the masses." In tht
past, she has to mnucb left this, bier part, ta mere humani-
tarians,-tao mucb left the masses, outside the gates ai ber
fine churches, in which soiled and threadbare garments seemn
se much out ai place that their awners seldom venture in.

"lWhere," asks Father Barry, in a strang article in anc of
tht English reviews, Ilwherc are the multitude tbat should
thrang nave and aisles ? Outside, 1 say, brawling, drink-ing,
tearing their bread tram one another, working with despair in
their hcarts the %vhile, as many hours ai the day and night as
they can tait and live. Are we surprised that they find no
salvation in the namne of Christ' The more the pity, I say.
But whose sin is the greater, their 'r that ai the nineteenth
century Pharisee, who in the plat. aif bread givcs them a
stone ?"I These words are nat toa strang and show the direct
interest that the Church bas in such movemnents as those
which tend ta secure shorter hours and fa;-Cr wages for nmen
in the bitter scramble for bare lite, f '...j will neither find
their way into aur churches, nor would they be very hopeful
listeners if thcy shauld. Beside which, the sin of those who
refuse them a fair share in the wealth their labour praduces
lies at the door ai the Cburcb, if she does net deliver ber
message ta men ai wealth with tht faithfulness that is ber
sacred duty.

Hitherto, ta the Church's shame be it said, the men who
have courageausly fought the battles of tht poor against their
oppressors have been mainly stcularists and athtîsts, tbus
creating the impression that tht Churcb, unlikc bier ?qaster,
cared nothing for the present bodily and keenly-ielt needs ai
a suffering world. But there are signs that she is beginning
ta awake ta ber responsibility ini this respect, though they
came as yet most prominently fram tht Anglican a-ad Ro-
mati Catholic communions. And ail honaur ta thase who
lead the way ! The noble stand taken during tht past year
by Archbishap Manning and iisbap Temple in the great
London Ilstrike-"--ta wbich was mairly due its arderly course
and peaceful terminatin-is ont ai many tokens tbat the
Çhurch at large is beginning ta take tht place that Frederick
Robertson long aga foreshadowed for her,-tbat of a peace-
makîng Abigail between tht selfish Nabals and Dives ai mo-
dem i e, atid its down-trodden, struggling Davids 1

A not less significant sign is tht manifesta issued in the
namne af tht Lambeth Conference ai 1888, in the naine Of 145
bishaps, in which occurs the following remarkablc passage :
Il Intimately cannecteci with these moral questions, (such as
that ai the Sabbath) is the attitude ai tht Christian Church
tawards tht social probîtins af the dat- Excessive inequality
in the distribution ai this wvorid'ç. goods, vast accumnulation
and desperate paverty, sîde '-.y side; thzst suggest many
anxious consideratians ta iny thoughtful persan wbo is
penctrated wîth the mind ai Christ. Na mort im-
portant prablems can weilI eccupy the attention-whether
af e-lergy or laity-than such as al-cannected with what
is. pularly cailed Saciaiism.* To sçudy scheincs pro-
posed for redressing the social balance, tV> welcome the goad

*To promote an icteciliRent knowledeot a subicct whkh DlieuPlump,îye
<ays tb t crgy cannot afford ta ignore, bc recommnds (or their perusai John
Rac*s Il Contemporary Socialismn."


