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Wx would direct the attention of ail concerned to
the 'Rev. Dr. Reid's communication, ini another
column, regarding alleged errors in the General
Assembly's Minutes. The utmost care ought to be
exercised in securing the accuracy of the returns b.-
fore they are transmitted to Presbytery Clerks.

THE IlHerald and Presbyter,> Cincinnati, has
been asked to give its opinion cf the propriety of
electing ruling eiders as Moderators cf Presbytery,
Synod and General Assembly. Our contemperary
says "lno>' most eniphatically, and gives as its prin-
cipal reason that though "lministers and eiders have
equal authority in our Church Courts, they have net
equal ability.» This proves tee much if it proves
anything. Have ail ministers " equal ability ? 1' There
are ministers in the American Churcli who could no
more preside over the great American AsscmbIy, than
they could steer a steamship through a cyclone. If
want cf equal ability disqualifies eiders, it disquali-
fies minusters as weil. There are greatty -and les.
among ministers as weil as among eiders.

THE"I Christian at Work"» thinks it a great pity that
a Connecticut church and its pastor shouid have
differed and separated, because they could net agree.
upon the ferm of invitation te the communion ser-
vice. The pastor insistcd on saying, "lAU who sincerely
love and serve the Lord Jesus Christ, and trust in Hlm
fer salvatien, are invited te meet with us at the table
of our common Lord." The people thought the in-
vitation should be in this form : 9"Ail members of
Evangeical churches in good and regular standing,
providentiaily with us, are cordially invited te sit
with us at.the Lord's table." The people were un-
doubtedly right. If ceming te the Lord's table is te
b. left entirely toe 0individual conscience," there is
an end te church order and discipline. Guitcau declares
that he is a most exemplary Christian, and he says
*h. committed adultery on principie and Ilremeved"I
Garfield fer patrietic and inspired reasens. It wen't
do te leave teo much te the " individual conscience.,,

*Those men whe have ne conscience will b. the first
te corne forward.

A BAPTIST centemnporary says Guiteau was once
a somnewhat active member cf Calvary church (Bap-

* tiat), New York. While connected with this body he
borrowed $soo frem his minister, which lie cf course
forgot te pay. Our contemporary says :

IlIt is net strange that the creature get into the churcb,
and itAs a wonder that, i this day of loese ordaining coun-
ils, h. did not get into the ministry. Had there been any-

thing in the pulpit te gratify hie inerdinate vanity, he doubt-
leis *ould have turned up somewhere along the line of his
erratlc course as a preacher."

Very likely he would, and had he cerne over te
Canada as an Evangelist, and palmed himself off as
one of Moody m(nd Sankey's assistants, he might have
got engagements heré in Evangelistic wcrk. He did
act as usher at the Moody and Sankey meetings at«
Chicago, and made himself fussy about varieus
religieus mevements. If Guiteau lad gone te à
church during a time cf high exitement, and told 'a
plausible story about lis connection with Moody, thus-

infl.eacing the people, it might have. test a minister
lis position te kecp hlm eut. _ It is high time-for al
respectable churches te adopt a conservative pelicy in
sudh matteri.

THE Rev. A. B. Simpson began his work among
the nen-clurch-going people cf New York on Sab-
bath evening lat. A New York journal alludes te
the first meeting in this way :

"He began this werk yesterday evening with a service
iLt the Academy ef Music. He said that he wished te make
the Acadeiny a Sunday evening resort fer the haif a
millioii of this city whe h ave ne church te attend. But it
was neticeable last nigît that ne peer folks were there, and
the audience was cempesed cf people in comfertable cir-
cumstances, al cf whem seemed able te afferd the luxury cf
a pew."*

Quite se. And the same would b. truc if a meeting
gathered in a hall in any city in America. The peor
can go te. cburcl now if they are se inclined, and if
net s0 inclined they won't go te a hall. Any fairly
good preacher, with the aid cf advertising and music,
could gather a cengregatien in Shaftesbury Hall ini
this city. The poor, however, would not go there; for
the most part the cengregatien would b. composed cf
rounders, ecclesiastical dead-beats, people who wish
semething new, refugees from discipline, general sore-
heads and grievance-mengers. People who wish te
go to church can find any number cf places te hear
the Gospel, ne matter low poor they are, in any city
in America. ________

CHEAF PRÊA CHING.
EFERRING te a paragrapl which lately appearedR in these coiumns, our esteemed. neighbour,th

"Christian Guardianf"says we indulgedina"lte fling
at Metlodism." Net se, neighbour. No Ilfiing " littie
or big, gees from this "lquarter " against Methodism.
For Methadism we have the greatest respect and
esteem, and for the "lGuardian » and its accompilished
editor the mest kind and neiglbourly feelings.
Nevertheless, it is, we believe, a fact that when that
class cf men-found in some cf our congregations-
who want " cheap preaching » are asked for their pew
rent, they tee frequently answer by saying that they
can get sittings for a less sum in the neighbouring
Methodist Church. When they go over te the Metho-
-dist Church, cf course they do net tel the. Methc.,
dist officiais that tley have corne in search cf cheap
preaching, but tley do sometimes tell the Prcsby-
terians they have left that they have get it. Perhaps
they don't always speak thc truth about the matter. We
are quite aware that our Methodist friends, as the
" Guardian " says, draw leavily on goed Metlodists
for Ilmissionary, educational, and dhurcI-building
enterprises," but a man in search cf cheap preaching
has ne fear cf these or any other enterprises. He can
give a cent on ail ordinary occasions, and on special
occasions he can double his contribution.

*As regards the admission cf persons leaving our
Church without certificates te rnembership in thc
Metlodist Church, we have nothing more te say after
the "lGuardian's" explanation. If they are received,
net on the ground cf their fermer connectien with
ours or any other church, but because tlcy have be-
corne convinced ef sin and converted,» we are
quit. satisfied. We are more than satisfid-we arc
grateful that they have become converted, and spe-
cially grateful that their conversion frequently takes
place ss 0c.

We have ne idea that any cf aur readers belong te
thc class wlo are in search ofc heap preaching ; but in
the hope that this paragraph rnay meet the eye cf
some who do, we quote the manly words in whicl the
"Guardian " gives its estimate cf sud dlharacters :

1"The kind cf peeple that are referred te are net wortl
niaking any snch effort te secure as attendants ; and if the
Presbyterian Church has lest any stray sheep, that have
gene off in search cf cheap pastures, we assure our neigh-
beur we have accu nothing ef them in this quarter; and,
what is more, we have ne special allxiety fer the patronage
cf religieus tramps cf that class."
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their own coqntrymenin many of the back settlements
of our cwn Province. We at tIc sane time urged that
while it was excccdingly desirable te help those who
had Iopt their ail in the neighbcurlng republic, it was
but decent and'bccoming, in thc first pIace, te look
at home. W. are glad te find that this feeling has
become general, from its being discovered that there
are only toc many in Muskoka and elsewherc through-
out Ontario who necd vcry greatly the speedy and
liberal assistance of those who have suffered ne such
losses. It wiil b. sirnply disgracefui te our civiliza-
and patrictism, te sày nothing cf our Christianity, if
the needs cf those poor sufferers b. net suppiied in a
liberal and brotherly fashien. An appeal was, in the:1
course cf Uic summer, made through our columns for
assistance te Uice members of a struggling congrega-
tien in Uic Muskoka region, in order te enable tlem
te pay off a rnortgagc upen their clurch property.
That appeal was responded te in se prompt and iberal'
a manner that more than double cf what was needcd
was very soon raised. Wiil it b. different when the
object is te save many poor fanuches from actual star-
vation in the midst cf a Canadian winter ? We shall
net believe this till hard facts make it impossible for us
te, do anything else. There are committecs cf reliable
persons already formed for thc receipt and distribu-
tion cf Uic gifts of Uic benevolent, se that .it is net
neccssary fer us te, volunteer car help in the matter
cf coilecting. But if any find it more cenvenient te
forward their donations te us, we shail take gecd care
te hand them te the proper parties, and acknowledge
the différent ameunts in car columna. If, by thc way,
Uic gentleman* wle forwarded from thc post-office cf
Holli $2 fer Emnsdale dhurcI, and $3 as a contribu-
tion te a Sabbath Defence Fund, wii l alow us te Iband
ever thc latter ameunt te tIc Muskoka sufferers, we
shall be giad. If net, wil l e bc kind cneugh te tell
us how te dispose cf it, as we have neot leard cf Uic
organization cf any,.Sabbatî Defence Association?
It is an aid and trite rcmnark that Iltley give twice wlo
give quickly." Wiil car readers b.ar this in md; and
as they lock round upen their own many and varied
comaferts, wiil they de sornething for those who, last
August, lest, in a geod many cases, their al, and wîe,
while net unfrequentiy botl felow-Clristians and tel-
low-Presbytcrians, are in cvery case fclhow-countrymen

*at4t5 .4s.ethrfoergoud resn oMxecttlat
at sudh a tine Canadians will very practicaily sîew
wlat tky think about "bieed being Uicker than
water?" ________

IS IT FAIR 1 IS IT CHRISTIANI

I Nthe life cf Samuel Budgett, Uic Bristol 49Succesu-
fui Merdhant," there is a sentiment recordcd

tvhich we have always thougît intoherably lard, and
anything therefore but cf tIc highest type ef cither
practical benevolence or spiritual Christianity. It i.
te tIc effect that, in making a bargain, Mr. Budgett
recognized and acted.on tIe principle that le was
airnply te think for himseif, and let the ether party te,
the bargain de thc sarne Uiing. "If,» says Mr. Bud-
gett, Il I arn convinced that thc propesed arrangement
is for'my advantage, I have ne business to censider
wîether it is aise for that cf ' tIce ther man.' Let
him see te tInt. I can't do tIc thlnking and planning
for botl sides.» We dcn't give tIc vir-y words, but
tIc principle reccgnized and acted on wc have cor-.
rcctiy indicated. We knew that sudh a rule et action
la gcnerally held te b. se sound and se evident as te
lave passed inte the position cf a moral axiom, on
which any number cf profcssed Christians ire acting
evcry day cf their lives. And yct, when taken as a
univcrsaily applicable guide, wc can think cf fow
things more utteriy ulidîristian and detestable.
TIc lard> mercilesa skinflint, and tIc sîrewd, far-

!eengatue _anefuines, ho las.. plauil


