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' Very little. The condition of these people seems hope.
less 3 and fAey arc hopaless.  All that we can do is to help
them from time to time f and we find them always whete we
1eft them, or if possible, yet lower, more degraded, more
wretched. And at the bottom of it all is drunkenness.
The men are always more or less drunk, snd the womea
are almost as bed, They carn a little money, and they get
drunk, Husband and wife 'id drunk together; they
uarrel 3 they fight ; and the children grow up with this be.
ote them., They ate never really quite sober unless they
are starving or ill. 'What can be done for such people?
How can they or their condition be made better?” ‘;‘he
tears gushed from her eyes as she spoke. I knew that it
was so. My own observation, very small and of htle
worth as compared with hers, had yet shewn me this, And
1 was struck with horror at the besotted condition of so
many of the women—women who were bearing children
every year, and suckling them, and who scemed to be little
better than foul human stills, through which the accursed
liquor with which they were soaked, filtered drop by drop
into the little drunkaids &t their breasts. To these childien
drunkenness comes unconsciously, like their mother
tongue. They cannot remember a time when it was new
to them, They come out of the cloud-land of infancy with
the impression that drunkenness 1s one of the normai coo-
ditions of man, like hunger or like sleep.  Punishment for
mere drunkenness, unaccompanied by violence, must seem
strange to them, one of the exactments which separate them
from the superior classes, frum whom come tothem, as from
:'hon of Providence, both good and evil.—Richkard Grant
e,

FIVE CENTS.

** Well, my boy,” said John's employer, holding out his
hand for the change, ** did you get what I sent you for?"

4 Yes sir,” said John; ** and here is the change, but I
don't understand it. The lemons cost twenty-cight cents,
and there ought to be twenty-two cents change, and there
are only seventeen.”

* Perhaps I made a mistake in giving you the monez ?*

“ No, sir; Icounted it over in the hall to be sure it was
all right.”

“Then perhaps the cletk made a mistake in giving you
the change 2"

But join shook his hecad. ** No, sir, I counted that too.
Father said we must always count ou¢ change before we
leave a store.”

*Then how in the world do you account for the missing
five cents? How do you expect me to believe such a queer
story as that?”

John's cheeks were red, but his voice was firm: “1
don't account for it sir; Ican't.. All that 1 know is that it
is s0.”

¢ Well, it is wortha good deal in this world to be sure of
that. How do you account for that five-cent picee that is
hiding inside your coat sleeve 2

Joha loo down quickly, and caught the gleaming tat
with a little cry of pleasure. **llcre you are!™ he said,
“Now it is all right. T could not imagine what had be-
come of that five-cent piece. I kaew I1kadit when 1 siarted
from the store.”

*There are two or three little things that 1 know now,”
M:. Brown said, with a satisfied air.  *‘1 known you have
been taught to count your money in coming and going, and
to tell the exact truth, whether it sounds well or not—three
important things ia an errand boy. I think I'll try you,

young man, without looking farther,”
At this John's cheeks grew redder than ever.  He looked
down and up, and finally said, inalow voice: “1 think I

ought to tell you that I wanted the place so badly I almost
made up my mind to say nothing about the change if you
didn’t ask me.”

“Exactly,” said Mr. Brown; **and if fon had done it,
you would gave lost the situation ; that’sall. I need a boy
about me who can be honest over five cents, whetherhe is
asked questions or not."”

WEALTH OF OLD ROMANS.

According to Cicero the debts of A. Milo, amounted to
above twenty-eight million dollars ; Julius Cirsar, when set.
ting out for Spain, is repotted to have suid himself, that he
w.s tea million dollars worse than nottung. When he first
went to Rome, after crossing the Rubicon, he took fiom the
gublic treasury five million five hundred thousand dollars,

ut at the end of the civil war put 24,000,000 dollass in it.
He purchased the friendship of Curio with & bribe of over
two million five hundred thousand, and of the Consul L.
Paalus, with half that sum.

Crresas was worth in real estate overeight million dollars,
and about as much in money, forniture and slaves, Sencca
was worth over twenty million.  Lentolus, the augur. over
sixteen million. Augustus realized by the testament of his
friends over one hundied and sixty-one million. Tiberius
left at his death nearly one hundred million, which Cah-
gula t in less than onc year, and Vespasan at his
succession said that he required for the support of the State
over $1,614.000,000, Nevertheless, though greatly enriched
by her conquests, imperial Rome never came into the full in-
beritance of the high wealth of the East, and the larpes

vantity of the precious metals must haveremained excluded
Z!n the calculations of ancient historians. —Anosn.

THE LITERARY KITCHEN.

There is a lady living in a little four-trcomed cottage in
%eeuvitouo( Bo:;t&c.dwbo.c m;s] is well :nown to the
it . S cg:nd;w y upon her own exer-
tions oxpxegcp}:uppon of benelf and children, and docs all
het own housework, yet her cottage is the focus of the best
society of the localilg. A gentleman aalling there recently
was received at the door by & daughter of the lady, who told
him her mother was too busy to be called, bat that he conld

The 1ady greeted

lepl\ctinthe'kilckni‘ifhe Plonsed ; and he followed her.

embarressment, though she had on a big apron and her
sleeves were pinned back to her shoulders. She was cut-
ting a pumpkin into strips for pies ; and there sat a venerable
gentleman, gravely paring the strips to the accompaniment
of bLrilliant conversation, 1 was asked to guess who this
gentlemnn was, and afier several fruitlessattempts, was told
that it was the poet Lonpfellow. While the pumpkin.par-
ing was in process another distinguished poct called, and he
also 1nsisted upon being wmpressed into the sewvice. It
was a dreary day outside, and no one cared to leave the
Flemnl cottage, so they all stayed to lunch, one of the pics
vrming the prece de ressstance of the occasion.  Speaking of
this incident afterward the lady said :

* My fuends are kind enough to come to sce me, though
they know 1 cannot leave my work to entertain them. Vis.
iting and work must proctcdylogelhcr; and when [ set my
cnllcrls’ at work with me, we are sure to have an agreeable
time.

RESTFULNESS.

Long time my sestlers wishes fought and strove,
Long time I bent me to the heavy task

Of winning such full rccompense of love
As dream c~uld paint, importunate fancy ask.

Morning and right a hunger filled my soul;
Ever my eager hands went out to sue :

And still I sped toward a shifting goal,
And still the horizon widened as I flew.

Thete was no juy in luvr, Lut jealous wiath;
I waiked athurst all day, and did not heed
The wayside brocks which fcllowed by my path
Aund held their covling threadlets to my need.

But now, «hese warnng fancies left behind,
I sut 1, clear air wuh the sun o'ethead
And take my share, repining not, and find
Perpetual feast in just such daily bread :

Asking no more than what unasked is sent;
Freedom is dearer still than love may be;

And J, my decarest, am at last content
Content to love thee and to leave thee free.

Loove me then not, for pity nor for prayer,
But as the sunshine loveth and the rain,
Which spced them gladly through the upper air
Because the gracivus pathway is made plain.

And as we watch the slant lines, gold and dun,
Bridge ncaven's distance, ali intent to bless,
And cavil not if we or other one
Shall have the larger portion or the levs.

So with unvexed eye I mark and see

\Vhere blessed and blessiny your sweet days are spent,
And, though another win more love from thee,

1iaving my share I am therewit.s conient,

LEARN ACCURACY FOR ONE THING.

Every boy and girl should determ:ne to be accurate. In
studying lessons be sure to get the exact meaning ; in talk-
ng state the truth of the thing ; 1n working, do everyhing
just nght. 1 have lately heard of two boys who worked 10
the same store.  They were named John and James. Their
duties were alike, and they wese requited to be at the store at
half-past seven in the morming.  John wasalways thetc on the
nunute, or a few minutes before the ime; James came the
same number of minutes after. When John arranged the
goods in the windows they were accurately marked and

nced ; James forgot to put the number on, or priced them
sncorrectiy.

These are only two of the things which marked the
distinction between the twoboys.  But every day and weck
they grew further apart—john doing his woik accurately,
and therefore well ; James slighting all he conveniently conld.
Soon John was promoted for carcfulnessin hisduties.  James
was warned to alter his manner, and finally discharged.
The accurate boy grew to be a wealthy, self-made man. Men
liked to deal with him ; they were sure of being treated fairly.
James tned several positions, but lost them on account of
his inaccuracy in bittle details, and though he gets through
the world scmchow, he has not the happiness and success

-which with the same opportunities John achieved.

There are many things that tend to make a noble char-

acter.  Ilace accuracy high in the list.—Sciavd Journal.

THE “ Country Parson ” pives an anccdote of President
Lincoln : ** He was a wise man, and something more, that
Ametican President who one moming said to an evil-for-
boding prince, * My rule through life has been never to
cross the Great Bigmuddy creek till I came to it.” 1 could
quote very grave words expressing exactly the same senti-
ment, but not hete.  And I could, if need were, quotean
authority several millions of times more venerable than
great and good Abrabam Lincoln. Al T add is, that 1ill we
jearn by lengthened educatic 7 we all tend to cross the Great
Bigmuddy creek many times before we come to it, and find it
in anticipation & great deal bigger and more muddy than
in fact it proves 1o be. 1 ecall very cleatly a good old
lady of eighty years, wko said to me: * Do you know I
always used to keep myself anxious by looking ahead, bat
now I am guite happy, and I'll tell you how I doit: Day
by day, day br day.' She meant what she said, I kaow.
And she did it*

NOTIHING is necessary which is not cternal, or which
doces not lead to etemity.

Dot et us cver stop our wotk to mourn over the low
state of Ziop, but get a little nearer to the Great Head of
the Church.  Let us lay hold by an active faith oa the pro-
mises of God, and go forward.

$nirisn AnD ForElGN <ETERs.

THE Presbyterian Church of Australia propases to under-
take, as soon as possible, tle entire support of the Presby-
terian mission in the New Ycebrides.

THere are now in India 644 foreign missionaries, 682
native preachers, 6,836 native helpers, and 130,958 com-
municants. The rvost auspicious fact is the rapid growth
of the native minisry. The increase since 1850 has been
Jourteenfold, while the number of foreign missionaries has not

ﬁ?}mc . The increase of comnunicants has been seven-
old.

ST. BRYCEDALE Free Church, Kircaldy, which has been
opened for public worship, is said to be the finest ecclesie
astical edifice in Fifeshire. It has been erected at a cost of
£20,000, and contains a memorial window to the late Rev.
Dr.  Carstairs Douglas, the Chinese missionary. Two
membars of the Chuich subscribed 43,000 cach towards its
cost, and others also gave handsome contnbutions.

THERE is a pleasant story of a szbuke once administered
by Admiral Fartagut in o most neat and decorous, but very
effective, manner, toa tobacco smoking bishop. At dinner
with Farragut, and after the meal was over, the bishop,
about to select a cigar, offered tbe bunch to the sailor.
*‘Have a cigar admirai?"” said he. ** No, bishop,” said
the admial, with a quizzical glance; **1 don’t imoke—I
swear & little, sometimes."

Tue Dean of Chester, speaking at a meeting at a
deacones. institution recently, said @ * The revised trans-
lation of 1 Timothy iii. 11, would shew that in the ancient
church the word *dzacuness ® did not mean mesely the wives
of deacons, but a separate organization of women deacons.
Had this passage been so read heretofore the English people
would not have so long allowed that ancient institution of
the Chuich to remain in abevance.

Tue men of Ross-shire, in Scotland, are of the stemest
type of Calvinists now to be found. Oae who wishes that
their religion had more *‘sweetness and light * testifies of
them : * In no county in Scotland is thete less illegitimacy.
Flagrant crime is almost unknown. No houscholder need
have a lock unon his door.  Public worship is well attended.
Family worship is largely practised. The people are
honest, hard-working, peaccful; submitting at times to
great hardship and cruelty with patience ; faithful, whether
as servants or friends.”

THE efforts of the German traveller, Herr Rohlfs, who
conscoted not long since to represent Egypt in negotiations
for the establishment of mutual relations between that
country and Abyssinia on a more friendly basis, have, it
appears, been entirely successful.  King John has conferzed
upon terr Rohlfs full powe.s to concludc a poace with
Euypt, and that gentleman has arrived at Cario en route to
Berlin to obtain authority to so act from the German Em-
peror, and to take Prince Bismarck's advice as to the basis
of a treaty. le reports Abyssinia as successfu’ in its war
with the Gallas, whose territory has been annexed. The
establishment of 2 firza peace between tue two countries, it
is hoped, will lead to the complete abolition of the slave
trade, for which Abyssinia is at present the great depot and
outiet.

THE religious condition of Italy 1s thus descnibed by a
wuter iu** Scnbner’s Magazine ;' ** That the losses of the
Roman Church have ocen senous can hardly be disputed.
Between the Holy See and the governing of Italy
the breach is wide ; the loss of prestige that the Pope has
suffered 1s altogether urreparable. It was & cuncus com-
mentary upon the decree of the Vatican Council proclaiming
the sepremacy of the Pope to sce Victor Emmanue! marching
into Rome within a twelvemonth, and taking the sceptre
o1t of the hands of the supreme pontifi. Few Italians out-
tide of the clencal orders failed to applaud when the Holy
Father was thus despoiled of his realm; their patriotism
triumphed over their devotion 10 the head of the Church.
The Pope was thus pat in a sorry plight in the eyes of those
who still wished to be good Catholics, s complaints and
objurpauons might excite thest pity, but did not convince
thenr judgment.  And when they fuund themselves wishing
that His Holiness would make less fuss about his imprnison-
ment, they must have expeisenced some misgivings concern-
ing his supremacy and infallibiluy.™

THE °**Evangelist” says that the difficulty between |
France and Tunis brings 1nto prominence the once renowned
but now obscure and in<‘anificant country of Hannibal and
Augustine. As late as the tenth century, Tunis, which is
about as large territorially as the State of New York, cou-
tains 1,0 less than seventeen millions of inhabitants. Even
as late as the middle of the eighteenth century it had a
population of five millions. But now its population,
estimated by some at two millions, and by others at mo
mote than a million and a balf, is cortiuually decreasing.
Amonyg its inhabitants, who are chicfly Mohammedans, are
23,000 Roman Catholics, and only about one hundred Pro-
testants. The early Christian Church contained one hun-
dred and thiny-two Episcopai Sces within its limits. Since
it has for centuties been free from what Col. Ingersoll calls
the curse of Christianity, pethaps he can explain why it has
steadily run dowa instead of entering, as it should have done
according to his principles, upon a new career of prosperity.
The trade of Tunis is inconsiderable. In 1878 there were
three short sailroads in the country and $30 miles of tele-
graph lices, If France shall assert her coatrol over it, as
she has d.ne eoer the bowdering State of Algeria, she will
add somewhat to the extent, though very little to the value,
of her colonial posses.lons in Northern Africa,

CHARACTER is a perifectly educated will,

THE comfort of the Scriptures, the source of its inspir-
ation to man inall ages of his troubled pilgrimage, is that
in the midst of the system of things it reveals an intelligent
will, a living God.



