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who, likecivil engineers or surveyors, know what. it is to cinp
aut and exammine sieountry in detail.

ft s a matter of much fhaneinl importance, as the loses
aceurring every year by forest fires are immense, Caadat has
ahout twenty million aeres of timber, and yearly one willion
or wore are devastated by fire in different parts of the
Dominion,  In Assiniboin alone in the year 1897 over three
hundred thousand acres were swept over. Some time ago the
Dickinson limit, about 150 milcs northwest of  Yorkton,
comprising some 100,000 aeres, was burnt, destroying about
73,000 acres. This isonly a drop in the bucket. Take anaere of
timber which will furnish say 2,000 trees, from six inches to
twelve inches in dimneter. Fach tree is worth for timber, an
avermgee of S5, making 6,000 an aere, and if 75,000 acres were
burnt on that limit it was o los< of SG0,000. So wueh out of
Assiniboin’s eapital for thirty or forty years, or untii . new
sronth e be made. This is only one inatanee, Can we
afford to lose by negligence every ten yeirs enongh of our
nation’s capital to pay fora waror to buy a navy? Yot such
2 sk might come upun us some day, and why waste in
indalence anr Godegiven patrimony 7 Nature has been profuse,
Shall we burn up her bounty, or try to conserve it for the

future? .
Fire, the axe, and wholesale vandalism have held sway

over ony forests, threatening their atter destruction. Buat fow
at this darkest time o light of @ better day begins to dawn,
Iilronds arrryving everywhere our sapidly inereasing popnla-
tion have rendered every tree aceessible to the axe and five,
At st the Government: hias taken alinm, and scems redy to
adopt measunes to stay wanton wastefulness and save onr
noble forests  Kuowledye is gaining gronnd in the minds of
the people that the forests are at onee the most valuable and
the most destrtietible port of the nation’s national wealth, and
that. they must not be leit as heretofore to the merey of every
wandering hunter, sheep-herder or woodsman.  The people
are beginuing to realize that the forests affect the climate and
hald in store fertilizing rtins and snows and form fountains
for irrigating streams, Gold and silver are stored in the rocks,
and can ueither be burned nor tmmpled out of existence. The
wealth of our fertite priries and their productive soil are atlso
companatively siie.  But our forests, the best on the face of the
cirth, are still exposed to the perils which have intlicted
calamitics upon many other countries, which by wasteful and
heedless  courses have lost their productiveness, and  have
thereby known famine, dronght and sometines pestilence.
With the contral of U competent corps of forest guardiaus our
forests will be preserved and also used. The experience of all
civilized countries that have faced and solved the problem,
shows that over and above all expenses of muanagement under
trained officers, the foresty, like perennial fouutaine, may be
made to vield a sare harvest of timber, while at the sune time
all their far-retehing beneficient uses may be maintained
unimpaired.  Jat every newspager, every professional man,
every merchant, every farmer, join bands in this momentons
igsue, and unge upon the Government to ostablish a safeguand
for une of our greatest and most viduable assets,
&

A mecting of the Exceeutive Committee of the Canadian
Forestry Association was held at Ottawa on the 7th of Decem-
her, the principal business being the armngements for the
second annual mecting which will be held in Ottawa on the
sth Marcly, 1901, Those present were Professor Jolin Macoun,
Mr. Hirum Robinson, William Pearee, 1. Stewart and R. 1L
Campbell. The Secvetary stated that the reports of the first

annual meeting, of which three thousand copies had bee
printed through the kindness of the Government, had been
distributed in every part of Canada, and with them had been
sent a cireular ealling attention to the work of the Associntion
and asking the support of the recipients, .\ special additional
cirenlar had since been sent out. to lumbermen and others, with
the result that the membership stands at 134 (now 174).  The
Treasurer reported o balance of $140 to the credit of the
Associamtion.  The arrangements for the annual meeting were
then discussed, and it was decided that it was desirable to
have the forestry interests of every part of the Dominion
browelit before the Associntion on that occtsion by the reading
of papers or otherwise, and the Secretary was instructed to
tuke the necessary steps to that end. Mr. Stewart informed
the Committee that he expected that some of the leading wmem.
bers of the American Forestry Association would attend this
meeting, and it was suggested that as he would have an oppor-
tunity of secing these gentlemen at the annual meeting of that
Association in Washington, he might beable to armnge for an
evening lecturve by one of them. An illustrated lecture on
forestry of this nature would be, not only interesting, but
very instructive to the members of the Canadian Association.
Mr. Stewart also stated that it was his intention to hold a
number of meetings in the West.in the early part of the year
to bring the question of tree planting before the settlers, the
object being to arrange for some method of co-operation, so
that the Government may assist the settlers in their efforts in
thi= direction. These mceetings should be of the greatest
advantage to the West, and they will also be very helpful to
the interests of the Forestry Association. Mr. Southworth is
alzo arrnging with the Cainadian Institute that the mecting
of the Institute to be held at Toronto on the 12th of January
should be devoted to forestry. The Commiittee were of the
opinionthata moreactive effort should be made during the com-
ing vear to bring the Association before the public, and that it
wonld be mdvisable to arrange for mectings to he held at
important cities in order to arouse as great an interest as
possible in the subject of forestry. Professor Macoun
cmphasized very strougly the necessity for making the work
of the Association ag practical as possible, and condemned any
cffort to desert the experience of the past and the natural
materiale at hand for experimentation with things new and
untried, especially in tree planting.

The annual meeting of the American Forestry As. W ntion
was held at Washington the 15th December, and was presided
over by Dr. B. E. Fernow, Dean of the New York State College
of Forestry, and Vice-President of the Association.  Firstonthe
programmne was the reading of the report of the boand of direc-
tors, which was aceepted by the association. It showed thap
during the vear popular interest in forestry had grown remark-
ably, and thecondition of the country’s forests have improved
greatly.

Sceretary Wilson, of the Agricultural Departinent, who is
president of the association, delivered 2 brief address, welcoming
the delegates to Washington.  Subjects relating to tree planting,
the conservation, management, and renewal of forests, and the
climatic and other influences that affect their welfare were
brought up, and measures for the advauncement of educationad
and legislative plans were counsiderned.

Otlicers were clected as follows: Hon. James H. Wilson,
president ; F. I, Newell, corresponding secretary ; and George
1. Whittlesey, recording secretary and treasurer.



