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and jerks its tail up and down. Like the robin we pticed ifi our iast nuniber, tbe
name given to this bird ir incotrect. Lt is not a partridge but a truc grouse, and
belongs te the genus 7'etrao, beingr known to Science as tho Ruffed Grouse ( Tetrao
u:nbellis). The whirring noïso Wcè heard when it first istarted is said by the cele-
brated ornitbl'oogist Audubon to be madle Qnliy when the bird is alarnied, for lie hnd
frequently 'seen it risc frion the 'groun(i of its own accord as gently arÀ softly ns any
other bird,. During the winter monthls *hen the ground is more or les.- covercd
with snow, these birds fced upon the buds aInt shoots of the birch trees, WXhen at
feed late in the cveoiing, strctchingr out theïr nccks to pick off somne choice bud, tho
siender outer branches henciing down under tlhdr wceight, a pair of thm~ birds pre-
sent a pretty sight. Their mode of proeuring the buds ean ho easily perceivcd, for
if you waik-çluietiy they will *ailow you te conte close undcrneath the trc and con-
tinue regaling themisel ves apparcntiy wvithout the slighitest fear. \Vc have observed
a pair nt feed on a birchi whi le n man wai cutting down a troc within 15 yards, and
whe the troc foi) with.a crash, tlîey mnereiy pauseri for a mhoment and then proceod.
cd with tiieir meai. Thè ruffed grouse bas an extensive geographieal rangn on this
continent, being fouisd ns fur north ns Lat. W1., un the shores of Ijl1(ldson's Bay,
while it is abundant iii the upper part cf Georgia, and was fotind by ('aptains Lewis
Rud Clarkc, in the miountains near the boend waters cf the Coluihia and Mis!zouri.
wherla those rivers divide nt n distance of 3000 miles from the iliouth of the
latter.

But lot *us retura te our reniarks upon trocs, for the subjeet is an interesting oe
from which we may glean mucli useful information. Ilere in the midst cf this
dense spruc thicet ernrned in closely 'on every, side, tands a white pine (.Pbzus
strobus) kniown in Engihid aise as the WVeyîncuth pine.~ Aitheughi the trunk is cf
large size, yct it aseends but a fcw feet before it branches eut in limibs net much
less in size than the parent stem, whieh oxtend eut a considerabie distance semi-ver-
tically: We imagine. anlfi not'wit bout rezison, having carefuliy observed the gro-wtb
cf Very young trocs of this sý5ecies in different positions in the forest, that this sud-
den check: te the upwvard g«rowth cf the me~nt stenm, bas originated in obstructions
presented by branches cf other trees. } or instance'; the young pino grew perhaps
to the heighit cf its branches and met with the overhangring limbs cf another tree.
Its upperniest shoots bedame div.ided, some shoeting eut on co side, and, some on
the otber. The stem now stayed in the vigour cf its growtb, becomes gnarl~ and
stunted, while the branches pushéd eut towards the nearcst break in Ldense

-. ......growth cf trocs around wbero rnest Iigbt existed. fonce we =o. accoua t"r the
very curious eoatorted form wbich some branches exhibit, being' twisted and turned
in à singular lnanner. Another cause may aise be advanced te aece.unt fer the
dwarf growth cf pine trecs near, lilfax-their preximity to, sea.coast-for our
readers must bc weIl aware thrit the violent gales whieb sweop over the country
at intervals through tho year, arc felt-mueh more where t4e tempest first strikes the
land cbarged with saline partieles, than ini the sheitercd valcys of.tb-0 interior.
Indeed we have collected cones fiom tbe pine ir the sumnmit cf tho hbis near York
Redoubt whioh was se twited and contorted iïj growtb that it stood -on flint deso-
late spot as but a mere shrub certainiy net more than two foot in. hoight. At this
tinme cf year we observe after a beavy fail cf snow that the extended lateral branèx-
os cf the pine are bent down te the grouud with the -accumulatel mass of -snow,
and tbey flot unfrequenfly break off under tbo pressure and fall to tbe g&Ound, as
may be seen by any onc rambling tbrough thie forest ini summer. Tho aeographi-
cal range cf this tree in North America extends te, South Carolina on te Boutp

.and it is found as far, north as Lake Winipeg. In favourable situations it grows


