
10 The Prc-sbyterian College journal

enthiusiastic responsý of tho people made quite clear that the
basis of the Anglo-Saxoni ch)aracter is cssentialUy religlious.
.Porhaps this, however, neoded no proof-that the Anglo-
Saxon character is lirinly rooted in religion; but the revela-
tion of Kipling as a religious genius w'as startling. Surpris-
ingly oariy iii bis carcer hie w'as ackno-w'ledged to be a gyreat
artist-a master of litorary technique. Whoever rcad care-
fully oven a few of his shorter stories, witliout knowing
auytbingy of the athor or bis inethods, rccognised at once a
writer vvho studied words just as men study a scionce-one
who 'vas l)cnt on wriniyinc out of languare, ail its secrets and
latent possibilities. Butt nio thougylit of his religion entered
into our estimate. Stuipid folk, indeod, w'bo know of ne
religfion but the conveitional religyion of creeds and churchies
and liturgries, accused this precocious gonius of being irre-
ligious. Many good people wvatchied with fear biis marveloiusly
rapid strides te -popular favor, becauso thev feit thiat bis iilu-
ence would not, on the wvhole, be conducive to thit roe'orence
wvhichi our age se sorely need!z. They biad been shockod by the
paganisin, as tliey regarded it, of his jungle sterios. Miehn
came the "Recessionial." It -as a complete surprise to ail ex-
cept those who hiad been patiently waiting for the new poet
to presont his credentials ; but it.-, offeet w-as to lead mon to
read bis books ovor again ivitbi an oye for the religions.
Thiere -,vas ne possibility of iiuistakinçg the puritan sternness,
directiiess, simplicity of the Ilcossional's appeal te the nation's
heart; and mon woro compelled to ask,-Is it possible that,
the unconvont.ionality of tho noev poet lias hiithiert.o blinded
us to the religion s aspect of his work ? Honce the diEcovery
that the noté of piety m~hieli Kipling struck iii bis national
hymui is the ground-notc, too, of ail bis carlior work. Kipling
bias nover been anytbing but in dow-nrighlt carnest. Most
artful, lie never subscribed the debasingr croe(l - "Art for Art's
sakze." Higbly rhetorical, lie nover abandoned imiself to
moire wvordl-spiningi-.ic. His wor(is -%vore selected w'ith pains-
takzingr care;- and - 'chi word w-as obosen for neo etler purpose
than to bit some nail on the boend. Tho manl w-ho applios
hiinself in this spir-it to bis day's work--biowovcr humble Uiat


