
WESLEYAN. IXISSJONARY NOTICES,
MAY .1sv, 1871.

SASKATCIIEWAIý, DISTICT.

VICTORIA.

Ldftcrfrom Mie liev. G. MýcDOUcALL, dated Jail. 1011t, 1S71.

TIIE PESTILENCE
.Still lingers anmongst us, but bas as-
sumoci a inildcr formi ; anci yot there <s
inuchi room for anxiety. The Plain
food we eat '%Vas collecteci by infectcd
bands, andi the stores broughlt into tho
country by the conipany, wvorc ail ex-
poscd, to the infection of sanil-pox.
Every effort is being muade to drive ont
the destroyer. Tbe people of Victoria
erectuci a building for a hospital, anci
taxcd thexuselves scvcnty-five cents a
montb, each mrale, over anci above pro-
viding fuel axid provisions ; andi up to
this diate> the good Lord bas signally
blesseci their efforts. WVe bave uowv a
littie breathing time for reviewing the
p:ast .summxer and faUl; and tbe picture
prescntcd to tire minci is a dark one.
Who]c familles bave disappeareci from
amiong the living: scories of widows
-ana orpbans are wandering in the
Plains, in the mnost destitute condition.

NVMN.T 0F FOOD.
The paxrieceateci by the scour&e

disarraxigcd ail our bunting plans ; ana
last fall, very little provisions were col-
lected for the winter. And now a mes-
sger arrives from. the Plains to informi

nstat the buffalo are at lcast 200 m'iles,
soutb, and that between. us anci themi
the prairies are burfit, preventing tbem
from, conring into the Saskatchewan.
in addition to, this,the H. B.- Company's
stores are enrpty ; and hund-eda of
people are in danger of starvation. At
«victoria andci Wlute Fish Lake, -we are
the be8t off communities in the conunhy';
lit even here, our provisions would

-zof last for a xuontb. But one of the

blessiincs of Cbristianityand, civilization
iit j)repares men for these cînergen-

Cies : our poople ivili listen to advice,-
and WC are now taking active Ineasures
to provido a supply of fish. Our lot is.
a liard o1e ; but in the case of many,
it issanctifiod. Ilbavue ver witnessed
greater union among our people : the
work of grace is evidently progressing
in their souls.

:iAPPv DEATIIS.
WVe have ]ately witiiesscd sonîie happy

deatbs. December l4tbi.-Joseph La
Patac dicd in great, peace. He wvas the
son of the celebrateci Chief La Patac,
and one of the young Crocs -%vho accoas-
paniied ime as far as the Mississippi
vhcn on my way toý Canada. Josephi
once deligliteci in -%ar ; he was noteci as
a horso-thief ; and so ungovernable was
Lis teniper, that Lie was rcgardcd as a
dangerous man by bis best friends ; but
the Lord laid bis biand upon Joseph,
and great was the change. lu a con.
versation witb hiju, two dlays before
bis deatb, lie rcmarkced, «1I now under.
stand why 1 bave been affliotcd ; it is
ail xnercy. " fleaching out his poor
withcred. am, hoe said, " Sickness has
cbangcd the apearance of that anm,
but oh! .Jeus has changei xny beart
a great deal more: -. where pride alid
revenge once reigncd, there is nothing
but love now'" A.few hoursbefoûre he
died, I adninistcred to him the Lord's
Supper, whcn hie remarked to, my son,

"2hat will do, I bave now dlonc with
this"wonld. Oh! wbat bas Jesus doue
formre !" -«Many are the affecting scenes
we wituess aiong this strange peoplej


