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This simple order wvas enougli; an
officer, with a Company of the Bufiz;,
embarkzed, and thus began the Passage
of1 the Douro.

So cngrossed wvas 1 ini my vigilant
observation of our leader, that 1 ivould
gladly have remained nt the convent,
when 1 receivcd an order to join iny
brigade, to wlîich a detachment of artil-
lery was already procecding.

As I rcached Avuntas ail ivas ini mo-
tion. The cavairy wvas in readiness be-
sidc the river: but as yet no bcats hiad
been discovered, and, snch %vas the im-
pat ence of the mien to cross, it %vas
with difflculty they wvere prevented try-

igthe Passage by simming, when
sudnly Power appearc'd, followed hy
several fishermen. Three or four siliall
skiffs had been found, haif sunk in mud,
among the rushes, and xvith such frail
assistance wve commencedl to céoss.

IlThere ivili be somnething to write
home to Galw-ay soon, Charley, or 1
terribly mista-,kcn," said Fred, as lie
sprung into the boat beside me; Il %vs
1 not a îx-ue prophet when 1 told you,
SWed mleet the French ini the mo-xi-
ing 213

They're at it alrea-dy." said Hixley,
as a wreath of blue sniokeé floated across
the stream, below us, and the loud boom
of alarge gunresouinded through the air.

Then came a deafening shout. fol-
lowved by a rattling volley ofsrnall anms,
gradually swetlingr into a hot sustained
tire, through which the cannon, pealed
nzi intervals. Several large rncadows
lay along the river side, wherc our bri-
gade xi-s drawnr up as the dctaclxments
landed from the bonts ; and hecre, altho'
xiearly a league dist-ant from the town,
we noiw heard the diii and crash of bat-
dle, wvhich incrcased rvery moment thc
calnloil3de froin the sierra Convent,
whvlicli zt firszt xvas nercly the fire of

1.'s gillIs now thxmitdecd away in
one long roli, zmuiid vhich, te sounds
offilllinq wvalis alla crasinig roofsw'as
ninledc(. fi %vas cvidclî bo lis, fronu
the conrunniled ire k-cpi ip. that the land-
ing had been tfleîd, ivilc these-
Jing tide of niiskzetry told that fresh
troops w,,crc momcut-rily Coining 11p.

Iii less than twventy minutes our bri-
gyade ivas formed, alla ie noiv only
rwaited for tivo lighit fourteen-pouniders
to bc ianded, %vien an officer galioped
up iii haste, and calied ont:

I'lie Frenchi are in retreat, and
pointing at the sanie moment to the Va-
longa rond, ive sawv a long line of smoke
and dusî leading fromn tue towvn,throuigh
whîch, as w'e gazed, thc colours of tlle
enemy miglit be se», as tlîey deflled.
while the unbroken lle of the waggons
and hecavy baggage proved that i. nas
no partial moveinent, but the army itseif
retreatin g-ý

4Fourteenth, threes about, close up,
trot," called. ont the loud and manly
voice of our leader, and the heavy tr-amp
ofours sqadrons shook the very grouiid,
as w' cadvanced îowvards tho rond to Va-
longa.

As we carne on, the scene became
one of overwhelming e.xcitement ; the
masses of the enemy that poureduncea-s-
ingly from the town cou ld nowv be dis-
tinguishied, more clealy, anxd aniidst all
the crash of gun carnages and caissons,
the voices of the staff officers rose higli
as they hurried along the remratillg b-at-
talions. Atroopof flying artillery gaI-
ioped forth at top speed, and -ihleeling
their guns int position xiah the specd
of iightnung, prepared by a fiankungfire
to cover the reîiring columnn. The guni-
ners sprung fromn thecir scats, thc guns
wvere already unlirnbered, whle.n Sir
George Murray, riding up ai our Ili,
calied ou:-

',Forwaird; close up ; charge!"
The word %vas scarcclyspoken,%vhien

a loua cheer ansxvcre the Nvelcoxnc
solind, and the same instant the long
line of shining heirnets passed wvith the
speedl of a wvhirlwind: the pace increais-
cd aî every stride, the ranks grew closer,
and likec the drcad force of sorne mighty
engine wve fell upon dxc foc- 1 have
felt al the glorious cnthusinsm of a fox
hum, when the loud cry of the hoinmd,
ainsiverced by the che.e of the joyous

huntmanstircdthe very heani rtvithin,
but nleyer tilt now did i knou how fi, r
ighier the e-xcitemnent relihes, wlien
mi t0 mnID zabre to _mabre atm to ar-nx


