
Sin R. 1-1 SIAFFE AND TE DEEIMB OP YORK. f

SIR ROGER Il. SIJEAFFE AND THE sure mark for the quick and unerring aini of bis
DEFE NCE 0F YORKc. enemny's rifle; and being taulit te (lepend on ]lis

officer and act hi conjuinction wvith the rest of ]lis
FAut play las always been, and is our nmot- companyv, le i nt fault and confused the moment
to,-we therefore niost readily givo insertion lie loses sighit of thern la thé forest. lus officer
te thc following letter, regrettittg that iL did is quite as green as hiniseif as lie is equally unac-
net arrive ini Lime te introduce it ameng our cubtomed to act la thé bush. In truth, teol
notes in the rreseiit number of tIe ivar. WVe way during the whiole wvarin widh I have known
however, wish it te bc distinctly understood, the British troops te lie uutirely successful, in a
that ive do net indorse onc lUne of it, ner do bush figîIt was whbere they pushied forward and
We sec any proof brought forward %vlci Would dislodged the eneray,trusting to tIe bayonctalone.
induce us te, alter eue tittie of wslit We have Premnising thus mnuch, 1 now conte to grapple
written, respecting tIc batth> of York and viitli your charges.-Until the fleet came" te an-
Sir R. Hl. Sheaffe. In tic lctters of Venitas, cher it could flot lie known. at what point the

(page 50,) and ia Christie's history, (page 15, Amoricans intended to land; as soon as 1tat was
0 ZD 1) ~~~~~~~~~ascertainen ii a oti acigt pprecisely similar opinions arceoxpressed -sud etnewsIoti acigt p

those which WC adopted and ga% e pubiety pose tIent, and the very circuntstance mentioned
Pul'ic by you of "the wind drivîng the boats fartler te

te in our notice of teé affair-opinions LIec thé est,", prevented thc SLt from meceting tbem
were based on LIe testimony ef mon wle attcsoe h c l h ls rgd

could with IlTruth" say, "WC aise saW these boats lad therefore eifeeted a Ianding and talien
thiage."cover under the bank which efl'ectually protccted

We should be glad if "Truth" weuld cx- thent fin our fire, while the underbrush en the
plain fer us tIc reaseus why Sir Roger Sheaffe top of iL colînpletely concealed thella froin our
was, almest îzumciidîatcly after the battie of vîew. A body ef rifleinen was thrown eut in ad-
York-, stiperscdd.-lni conclusion, We would viuce,-thcese we quickly destroyed, and our fire
reatark, that our observations werc, ia somne was directed against the second brigade of boats
degree, influcnccd by the opinions which we approaching thc shore, tire of which were suuk
have had an opportunity of ferming of Sir froln the effects of it; but the moment the grea-

Roger Sheaffe personally; we shall, hlowever,' adiers approaclîcd tIc bank they wcre cnt dowa
be most ready, if convinccd tbat WC have pen like grass before the scythe. flcpeated charges

ned auglit tInt is harsi or unfair, te, iake were made te get poszsession of tIc bauk-, in the

prmtythIl "amnde honorable." flrst of these the gallant Gapt. McNeil wùs shot
pronptlytIre' the head. Stilli the brave fellows rusbed

(f i to ritcr of "fl ic WVar of 1812."] forward only te be shot dowa by an unseen foc.
St-In your Octoher nui-ber, giving an ac- '"Show us our eneiny" was their constanit cry and

couat of the battle of York, you have adt pted tho' falliug by dozens, ne persuasion could induce
sente idie reports detractingfrom, tIe mllitary char- thein te, take tIc cever of a tree. This was their
acter of Sir R. IL. Sheaife: permnit me te set yen flrst action in tIc country, and perhaps many of
riht. It iras but tee prevailiug an opinion la thein had nover been la a wood bc-fore. Their
those tîmes, that hecause Sir Isaac B3rook liad strengtî was 110 in tIc morning, andl I believe
trightened Gen. fluIl eut of lis prepniety, evcry they raustered about 40 la tIe eveniag. 1 have
aller commander nxrust do tIe saine, and that in witnessed many ncts of individual gallantry, but
ail cases, aud under aay and every disadvaa- neyer such uuyielding détermination la a body
tage,eur troeps inust bc vîetorieus. Even at this of men. TIey nover tîtought of retreating un,.l
day unthinl.dng people forget titat in the busit tIe called off by tlicir officere wlie found titat the ln-
American, Ôuglit te o mnore tIen a match for tIe creasing numbers cf 2 enemy lad eut-flanked
J3ritisbh soldier. The former front Js childhood thent, and nearly gained their rear. It lbas beeca
lbas been accustonted te LIe wood,he is at home, stated, with whattruth 1 amnntaware,tliat thre
ho was born la them ; ]lis dress is net conspicu- days aller tIe battle eue of thera was found with
nus, ho cau change lis position alateat 'witltout beLl legs brokea ; ho had fallen la a pool of wa.
being seen ; ho is accustomed te act independ- ter aad sustaiaed life by drinking of it. le neyer
ently without separating front lis contrades, and complalned, sud died tIcdayle was found. .All
living the Anglo-Saxon stamp on hlm-lis cou- the other troeps, regulars, and militia,cenducted
rage is undoubted. The latter from the impossi- thiemselves with great bravery, but froma tIe p.
bilty of conceali g1his scarlet uniferm, becomes a -siLlon thoy occupied did net suifer se severely.-
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