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-flnd that twice a week steamers leave that
port for Juneau, the commercial cen~tre bf
Alaska. Splendid steamners they are,
built to brave ocean winds and waves,
and supplied with every modern conveni-
ence, for eazlh of themn carnies hundreds of
pleasure-seekers. The wild scenery, and
especially the volcanoes, glaciers and hot
springsof Alaska,are theattractions. Alaska
is en4dîatically a country of volcanoes;over
sixty volcanic peaks are knowvn in the
territory, a dozen or more of themi being
in activity at present. Glaciers, niainy
of themn remnaîkable for their extent
and grandeur, fill the principal mounitain
gorges, and terminare at the sea in beauti-
lui masses of ovrinigice. H-ot and
minerai springs abound on the îslands and
neigbboring coast.

If you are a close observer of mien
anid things, reader, you wish per-
haps that you liad hiad the advan-
rage of stuclying the history of Egypt
at a desk over which daily feli the shadow
of an obelisk, or of sonie other monument
from the land of the Phiaraohis; you regret
that it was not your good fortune to be-
-corne failiar with the early records of
the ]and of your birth, in a studv overlook-
ing the Gibraltar of Anierica and the
Plains of Abraham. In prepiring for a
tnpl to the far north, provide yourself
with Bancroft's "History of Alaska." Its
several hundred pages will be fouind in-
teresting and instructive rit any time, but
the events described will surely becomie
actualities not soon forgotten, whe erthey
are unfolded to the reader en route for
l3ehring, Sea, or better, in sighit of Mt. St.
Elias. The following brief historical outline
of the Czar's old colony miust satisfy you
for the present.

Three days before the death of the re-
former and tyrat, Peter the G,'reat, Viti3
Behring, a Dane in the service of Russia,
started from Moscow as commander of a
scientific expedition to the Sea of Kamt-
chatka. He returned Iin 1728, -Ifter an
absence of more than three years, during
which hie sailed into the Arctic Sea, and
asc-ertained that Asia was flot joined to
America. In 1741 he sailéd a: second
urne from the Sea of Kamtchatka and ex-
plored part of the coast of Alaska. Cook
and Vancouver visited this region in
1776 ; Perousse, under French colors, fol-

lowed in 1785, andiabout the saine tirne,
Spanish navigators pretended to take
possession of parts of the northwest
coast of America, in the rine of their
goverrnment. Spain a littie later, aban-
doned lier dlaims; at the instance of Great
Bnitain, and this power and 1ý.ussia divid-
e'd the rîewly discovered territory betwveen
th emselves.

Smnall settiements wvere fortied by the
Russians at varions places, chiefly for the
prosecution of the fur ti ade. This with valu-
able fisheries, mines and forests, consti-
tutes the sources of wealth of Alaska. l'le
agricultuiral resources of the country are
very limited ; little grain is raised,
and the vegetables consumed are brought
almost entirely from the Paýcific: States, a
distance of one thousand, and often two
thousand mifles. In the interior, the
cliiate is rigorous, the mounitains are al-
Nvays snow.capped, and the -round remains
frozen to within twvo or three feet of the
surface throughiout the summirer. The
great %varmi current of the Pacific §%weep-
in- along the coast gives it a tolerably
mild climate, but also causes such an ex-
cessive rainfall that cereals will flot ripen.
At Sitka, lat. 5 70 N., the capital of the terri-
tory, ice fit for consuTuption seldoni form-s,
but this toivii is the rainiest place in the
worldl outside of the tropics.

tgGod is high, and the Czar is far
away," wvas the miotto of the early adven-
turers and traders ;n Alaska. Their
enormities amiong the peaceable natd*ves
ivere checked wlien Baranoif becanie the
Russian autocrat's representative in 1770.
The flrst governor w~as enobled before his
death, and deserved the distinction, f6r lie
,,vas a man of energy ,,and character. He
founded Sitka, on the island whichi now
bears his nainîe, and there buiît sailing
vessels. a large fddîory and his famnous
casiellated fortress which 'vas destroyed
hy fire offly a year or twvo aî!o. He had
ai Russian bishop appointed, and opened
commercial relations with various parts of
the %vorld. 3a.ranoff's efforts to mnake
Alaska a thriving colony wvere not success-
fui ; there wvere many drawbacks, the
greatest îpcrhaps being that Russia,
like some of lier sister powvers on the con-
tinent, lins flot even yet learned the secret
of developing the resources of new lands,
and of retaininz the affections and loyalty
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