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capital, with whorn, on the conipletion of
his studies, he associated tili hie left
Madrid to fo-'low a soldier's life. 1le
served duringy the war iii the Low Cotin-
tries, but this pursuit flot proving con-
gyenial to his tastes lie wvas soon glad to
renew his profession of authorslîip. The
plays of the young poet increased in
popularity and on the death of Lope de
Vega 1'hillip IV called Calderori to court
to mrite for his theatres. Neyer had any
writer such golden opportunities to showv
bis genlus, for everyone knowvs that
Phillilp IV., though an inibecile ruler,
was inferior to no one as a patron of the
liberal arts. For sixteen years Calderon
lived at court where bis drainas neyer
failed. to gain universal applause. Il Like
the high.isouled poot that hie w~as lie
soared above ail that. ias base, dwvelling
iii a region highier than any one that lîad
gonc before imi, and farther removed
froni ail taint of evil. Neither the allure-
nients of applause, nor the exaniple of bis
predecessors tem pted hi ni to descend.
Aiîd having calptiv'ated the people by
awaking intercst iii every %-a>', by brilliant
spectacle, glowing verse2, îîystery, and
exciting incidenîts lie raised 'lic popular
mmnd t o stili liigher thigto such soleniii
draias as Il ife is a I )reati," or the
touclîing story of " 'lle Two Loyers of
Heaven."

In 1651 Calderoîî cntered a religious
order, and after a timie was ordàined
priest. Henccforth luis writings took an-
other turn. No lonîger restrained hy the
necessity of pleasing the tastes of coturtiers
and IlCastilian gra-ndees,' lie no'v revealed
the trtie structure of his mmnd, by giving
to the ptublic those wonderful Il autos
%vlîicli have placed hini at the head of
rornantic dramiatists. H-e coiitinued to
write tilI his deatlî, which occurred in
M ay, 16Sî. For the last cighiteen years
of lus life he had been a priest of the
Congregation of St Peter, and fulfi lIed the
office of chaplain to the king. A inonu-
ment erected over his toîîb by his fellow
citizens, w-as, later on, swept away, and
his place of burial forgotten. It was only
in the miiiddle of the l)resent century that
.the grave of tlîis fanîous dramnatist wvas
again discovered. His rernains were re-
moved to the church of Our Lidy of

Atocha, iii Madrid, wvhere they stili lie.
Th'ie wvorks of Calderon may be broadly

divided under the two lîeads of secular
and relig-ious. His secular writings in-
clude historical drainas, nîythological and
romantic pieces, together witl, coinedies
of intriguie and sorne minor productions
sucli as farces and interludes. 'lle re-
ligiotîs poeins of Calderon comprise hîs

Religious l)raîîîas," written for the royal
theatres ; and the *'Autos," or Sacred
Dranias, exposing sorne of the trutlîs of
religion, anid writteiî in lionor sýf the
i3lessed Sacrarnent. Hence thîey were
conîon.y called "<Autos Sacramiientailes"
0f this latter class, Mr. McCarthy has
trans? 'ated two,- "ITlhe Divine Philothea,>
and " l3elsh-izzars Feast. " " In the
IDivine Piiilotliea " the Souil, the Spouse

of Christ, waits for i-is comîing in the
castle otithe body, having with her the
five semîses anîd the virtues. 'l'lie strong-
hold is assailed by th;! arinv of the deuiion,
but the Prinîce of Lighit conues iii tlîe shl
of the pageant, briîigiiîg a hîeavenly food
that will -,ive strengtli and victory to bis
spouse. An immense aîîîounit of doctrine
is involved in ail the speeches and action
of tliis allegory." T he above description
of tlîis play gives us an idea of what
these dranas of Calderon really wvere.
'l'lie circunstances in whiclî the pieces
wedre l)resentcd to the public are worthy
of notice. As tlîey were designed to lionor
the Blessed Sacranent, they were, rit fjrst,
acted only on the feast of Corptis Christi.
Later oui, the occasions for presentation
l)ecaiiie more frequent, till at last they
were of rathier frequent occurrence. They
took place, sotneti.mes, in the open air,
but generally in the court of sonie
distiuiguished person. Thîe king and
nobility, as well as the multitude, were in
atteuidance. H-ow sublime a sight mnust
not have beeîî this open profession of
belief by king and people in the greatest
nîyseýry of the Catholic religion, and how
wveil it shows the warm teînperniment of
these southern people!

IlBelshaizar's Feast " the other "-auto"
nîentioned above comnieniorates the feast
of the Babylonian king, the warning of
D)aniel, and the mysterious writing on the
wall. An extract froni Mr. McCarthy's
translation follows:
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