
j.

CONGIIEGATIONALISM.

dcscribc a gospel of the independence of
Christians one of another? Why, it is-thoe
total opposite of every New Testament
page -a, gospel of separation! Wliy,
listen :-« Dy love serve one anothcr. 'For
we are members one of another.' ' If ye
bite and devour one anether, take heed
that ye bo not consumed one of another.2
'Be ye Iiind ene to another, tender-liearted,
forgiving one another, even as GOD, for
Ohrist's sake, bath forgiven yen.' 1 Sub-
mitting yourselves one te another in the
fear Of GOD.'

The founder of Independency or Congre-
gationalism was Robert Browne, a clergy-
man of the Church li the days of Queen
Elizabeth, and bis followers wvere first
known as ]3rownistg. It wvas about the
year 1570 that ho began to preach bis
novel doctrine. H1e denounced ail who
wvere content to remain li a Churcli the
ceremonial and laws of which tbey dia net
approve. The tone and tomper of lis mind
may be gathered froma a tract that lie wrote,
entitled ' On IRcformation witbout tarry-
ing for àny.' Se smnall was bis success at
the first, and se little was the encouragement
lie received, that hie passed over into Hol-
land. In Holland be found a more con-
genial soil for bis teacbing than li England.
Even there, ho'weer, bis pïinciples brought
confusion and disorder, se hie retired into
Scotland, and nt a later pcriod be was
solemnly excoxmnunicatedl at Northampton
by the bisbep of the diocese. Browne ul-
timately saw the foolishness of the prin-
ciples be bad advocated, and made bis
peace witb the Church, H1e was presented
to an incumabency, and died at an advanced
age li the year 1680.

It is only rigbt to ad tbat the Presby-
terians ne lese than the Churclinen of bis
day disapproved of Browne's doctrine of Ini-
dependency. The Puritan party was mainly
Presbyterian, ana tbeir one iden was to
Calviniso tbe Churcli of England-to set
up a Presbyterian Church Establishiment
li the place of tbe old Churcli of the land.
'I1 abbor,' says Baxter in the seventeentb
century, 1 unlirnited liberty and toleration
of ail, and think myself able to provo tbe

'wickedness of it. Indeed, that ecd con-
greg-ation should forma a religions llepublic
was certainly not the dcsire of the great,
Puritan party, and the feeling against re-
ligion in soxue forma established had no place
in their breasts.

And, lastly, what of this principle of lI-
dependency in our own day? It is, as miglit
bo expected, breaking down. The estab-
lishment of a Congregational Union by
the Congregationalists theraselves is a
confession that it bias not answred-tbat
Christian congregations do need binding
togrether-that there maust be a sense of
oneness. The whole tide is setting once
more in favour of unity. There is a re-
awaliening of brotberly love and Christian
cbarity. Rivalries qua jealousies have had
their day, and the whisper i8 becomaing
sometbing more than a 'whisper, ' Sirs, ye
are bretbren: ;wby do ye wrong one te,
anether? '

At 'whose door the rise of these varions
sects lies we do not care to stay te, inquire.
,Let the dead bury their dead.' Ahl par-
ties were ne doubt at fault-the Churcli
in ber lack ef sympathy; those wbe sepa-
rated from. ber ln their bastiness and self-
'wiJl. IResults outlast causes ; and the
evils of division whicb we bave amenget
us stili are the fi-ait of days long gone by.
That there is need for their further con-
tinuance ne theugbtful persen 'wiil seriously
maintain. With a littie sacrifice, a little
charity, a little bumilîty, we miglit ail be
eue te-morrow, eue as we were in the days
of old, one as the Lord 'willed us te, be.

Yes, oee! For the fees of Christianity
axe marsbailing their forces and preparing
for battle. They do net cenceal tbeir
designs. Wbat are tbey teiling us ?
They tell us that ail forms of Christianity
are equaily bateful te tbem-equaily per-
nicieus. ]Remanists, Protestants, Churcli-
men, equally they desire to, externxinate.
' Free licensc for immorality,' says one of
their papers lying Mèfre me, lis the
substance ef Ea.man Catboiicisma ana
Protestantism el!ike.' Again, with regard
te ýreligieus edu cation, wbat can be plainer
than this ? ' The unsectarlan dodge la
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