
90 TUE CANADIAN ILIUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

A CORRESPONDENT from Cincinnati, who visited
the Decorative Art Rooms in that city, says 
"Among other articles of vertu was a dainty
little lete-a-tete Fet by Miss Agnes Pitmian. I
did not see Miss Pitmnan, but was introduced to
her father, who is known as a shorthand man
and author of a inanual on that distraecting
pastime, phonography, but now better desig-
nated tus the Professor of Wood-Carving in the
School of Design, and as the one who had bis
wife cremnated. He is an elegant gentleman,
smnall, dark-eyed, and sn wy-haired; dresses
faultlessly, converses well, and bas an eye that
takes in every urn and curie of beauty. He
lives, with bis only daughter, in a pleasart
home in the suburbs, and the pair are devoted
to Art and Art-work."

FOREIGN.

The Reporter's Mugazine has appeared in
London, Eng. It is edited by E. J. Nankiveil,
F. R H. S.

The Yorkshire Phonographer has suspended
after issu ng four numbers, owing ta the ill-
health of the editor, Mr. J. Rhodes.

Prof. Dr. F. W. ZEiB1G, of Dresden, Germany.
lias sent us a file of the Correspondenzblatt of
the Royal Stenographic Institute for 1880. It
is printed lu German, and consists of reviews
of the various uew schenies of Stenography
that are eve r coming to the front, and tiie gen-
e-ai conclusion is that tone of therm is ( quai ta
Gabelsberger's-the orthodox.

At a recent Land League meeting held near
Dublin sanie Government reporters weîe detect.
ed an the platform. A numaber of men leapet]
upon the structure, seized the unfortunate quill
drivers and threw them to the ground. A rio
ensued, during which severai shots were fired
but no one was hurt. At length, the constabu
lary formed a ring around the reporters witt
fixed bayonets, while they continued takin
notes.

THE PHONOGRAPH.

THE ExPERIENCE OF MR. wM. W. OSGoODBY, AS nE
LATED AT THE N. Y. STENOORAPnnEs' AsSoCIA
T1ON.

It is well known that this invention of M
Eso was heralded with many p!ophecies c
its usefulness, and not the least of its benefit
te mankind was that of putting Stenograph
among the lost arts; and should that prov
true, the dire result would be that ail Sten
graphirs would be forced ta seek some hone
umeans of livelihood. Upon enquiry, I learne
that it was intended that on the first day o
October the company controlling the pater
should put upon the market the immense nun
ber of seventy thousand machines, and ever
man was to be bis own reporter. The prospe

was discouraging to the last degree, but remem-
bering that the first blow is half the battie, I
determined to purehase and become familiar
vith the vonderfut instrument and its use in
the court-room, hôping that when the day
should couae in which we should be compelled
to lay down our pens, I mieht be able to secure
a monopoly of the new business in my district.
Ater an immense wear and tear of my patience,
to say nothing of the many expensive experi-
nients and contrivances wbich becme necessary,
I not only became satisfied that there was no
substantial reason for our apprehensions, but I
had the pleasure of discoverng an entirely new
application of the machine, and one which had
rendcred me independent of further labor in the
stenographie profe sion. For the purpose of
relieving you froin any future fear in regard to
the threatened danger, I now proceed te make
you acquainted with the result of my experi-
muents. In regard te the important discovery
which I have made, I trust that for the present
youx will consider whatever I may say as strictly
confidential.

After an extended correspondence with tlie
inventor, and considerable impatience on my
part, I at last received the instrment, and at
once set myself ta work ta learn its peculiari-
ties and use. It would bc a needless waste
of your time to detail the many little annoy-
suces which arose nt this stageof my experience;
it is suflicient for me t, say that after a care-
fui examination of the th7ng, and a patient
perusail of the instructions sent with it byv Mr.
issoS, I thought I miglit venture with it into
court. I did so, and. arranging the machine
for work, I waited in breathless anxiety for the
commlliencement of proceedings which should
test its usefulness in actual reporting. The
trial began, and the clockwork of the machine

- was started, and I sat bac¶ in my chair confi-
t dent that I had at last discovered an easy way

of doing bard work. Within six or eight min-
- utes, however, I saw that the tin-foil on my

cylinder was fuil-a difficulty I had never once
g thought of providing against. Here was an in-

superable obstacle ta my hopes for that day,
and the only thing I coid do was ta chuck the
thing under the table and resume my pen.

The next mamnie 8 saw me againi at tic rua-
chine, pro'-ided with an ahundance cf fo.l suf-
ficient, I thought, ta st threugh the entire
sessiau-thughl I must cenfess that I began ta
frai duhionls at the prospect. In a few me-

r. mieuts if w-as neeessary te ask the .Tudge te
if suspend util I lad a new layer of foil in place
's an the cylinder. This dene, I again started Up,
y andi ià seemed that but a moment passcd befere
-e I wvas again under tlic ueccssity of stepping tie
). proceedings fer tic same purpase. This was
;t toa muid, and again tlie instrument was put
J away, aud I feak up mav peu, resoived ta af once
if abandon tic atfempf as impracticable.
Lt But I kept up a thinking. IL seemcd ta me
j- that there ouglit ta be sanie way ta make fie
-Y thing work, aud at iast I selved fie prahlcm, as
jt I imagined, and I ardered tram fie inventar a


