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ON THE EXTENT TO WHICH RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 1S LN,
JOYED BY PROTESTANTS OR DENIED TO THEM AN
ORBIGN COUNTRILS.

RY TAF RET- ANDREW TUOMIN, It 11, 0F LDINBI'AGH,

1 begin, with the condition of Bt Proter
which will apen npy the way, by 8 namal progeess
of Pyotestant restiction in thwee countties i whieli Popery 1w in the e
cemdant, and Govetamenta regalate theie puirecy actording to the dictates
of Home. A vanety of qnestens nt ouge suggest themwlsee to an tntele
Jigent i, she moment ihat such A suljeet natine samonted Wit
Jiaa been the tine of policy usially adopnd fiy om Goveanment on the
rulgect of pebiious hibery abtoat?!  Lapeciady, hae ot manfully and
vigorously somght 1o aecare for ity own sulypets,=whom a tegant for
iealth, vt commeicnl enterpniee of seienbfic purent, of Cven cunipaty,
fiad deawn for a timo e Vapal  countinee,muntesitamed awl open
Dty of worehin?  What is the aciual state of dinga in some of thoce
cousities In whicl Hreitish subjects most abonnd, and cn which fritish
influence can 1 brought ihe nat diectly and effecuvely to beael - And
whatate the demianda thet enpht to be_wade, il the practical tieasures
that aught to be adopted, in order 10 biing mattesa nght wherever they
ate wiong 3 (o secure a compiete tecguuaity of religions libesty, even that
the Batish Peotestant, wherever hie se to be found, shall enjoy the ane
amount of toleeation na the X o Dintian Papist has cheeilully yiclds
£d to hin in Protestant Brzain? $ehall cadvaseur 1o give 8 briel tepiy
10 these suctica,

i vegand 1o the policy of aur Govegnment on the subjeet of religious
Tibesty tbroad, #3d coprz,usly fus she protection of sta oan sulycets i the
nighta of worrnip, sts geneems compleaten and spant lmve, w1l very Jately,
been of & most unworthy deenption. “Fheie have been an indifference
and an innction on thia great wntter, whieh foteign Governmeats bave
not been to interptet according to theie ewn wishee, and which,
agrin atal again, bave had all the practically disastrous ellecte of the
sost active ostility,  Again nad again, da sucorsare statesmen hinve
themsclyes boasted , they have had the » creating™ of constitutions and the
slictating of itcatics, and tliey have let ehip the golden oppottumty of e
sctting clauses for the protecuon of conscience.

1n the treaty which was formed souie yeara since. at the conclusen of
h Cliina, when the Bmjuror was teady o coneent 1o alinost
any conditivns that would sead out wareships from e tavess, no condis
tions wete ever namel by those who acted for our Goveinment at that
Important crisis g and we stianzely owe it 1o the intereession of the King
»f the French for lilerty of worship to the I'rench 'l:muun Catlwlic

Ehe Canavian Presvpterian Iagasine.
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behaif of the offending Mr. Graydon, NI similar efforts weze for the
foture interdicted hy a fetict to ime amhaseador at the Spanich court, 1n
which hie wasinstneted to probihit all Hagish suljects from intesfening
with the tehizion of Spain, and to aesare them, that of they did so, all
Tiritiele protection would be wihheld feom them, and they would be fefi
1o the tender megeres of Spanih tnbunale and inquisions.  In_ addition
to the " Lettes 1o Totd Palnerston™ of my fiiend, De. Janes Thomeon,
Tkuow of no padsction that give xo truihful yethumbling & view ofthe
complesion and character of Grtish podicy, in reference to religious
Wity abrond, ad the wellowtitien u-m{ of the Rev. W, 11 Rule, cntie
I Tervort of a Mission 1o Gibialing sold Spain The authog speaks
“whnt he knowse, nnd testifics what he bas secn.™
The ease of Do Ralicy, in Madeira, ss toth mote tecent and benser
kaown. e procecdinga were inliagmony sath the law of Portugal; for
i instructions were given wattin * his own Dited house™ at Funchsl,
Bnt cvery ane knows how the approaches tv hie house were watched,
Almoat day nod uight, by banle ol police, to prevent bis intercautee with
inquiterstiow, when succrse ceowned his etlorte in hundieds of converte,
i tife wae threntened, nnd bie only escaped a violent death by feeing
from Madeitain the guise ol n_ peasant=liow memol v the Governe
tmente, and eepeeially to the Foreign Minister, braccching him 10 inters
fete by cotgerpondence with the Government of Portagal, and protect a
Britieh sulyeet from weong, and even from probable deatiuction, were
treated with cohl indifferener, though the Hfung of a litite finger would
have been enough to make Pattogal At least tespecet ita own laves—=nmd
how De, Kalley temaine, vy to this moment, uncompensated for ke loes
of propeity he sustnined, theeugh the vivience of mnbe and vtherwiee, in
Madvira. " Weiting from Lebianon, a the spring ol the present year, Dr.
Kalley adverts tu thua fuct, and mentions that * e has l!ounrl peifeet proe
i teetion and toleration, at teast, undeg the “Futkish Sottan *
p The etfect of thie b f amd 1nost hy polieys on the
1 part of successive Bntish Govetnments, line been 1ot dieasitaus to the
| cause of seligioue liherty.  When Papal Governments saw that our Go-
. vernment teeated the right of worslup for its people In foreign countries
! with euch uttet Wdifference, and that up ¢o a certisn poius at feast they
might resteain and pereccute with fmpumity, §t wne not likely shat they
I would greatly bestie themselves to seinx ‘the rigour and intoletance of
their Jase, and that they woull deny themaclves for that about which we
vursclves showed neither anxiety nor eatnestness,  Indeed, the impreae
#ion is very extensively dirculated in continental covnitiea,~and {1 must
be achnowledgal.that in the circutinetances it fs by no ineans an unnatusal
once=that since we ate so very inditferent about the right of religious
warship 1o our people in foreign countties, we nust surely be indiffezent
1 about eeligion iteell.  *T'lie conscquence iv, that in mote than one of those

China, that British 1" 1 there 5 and g I, the
Esnperor having of his own accond detesnmncd so concede hibesry of we
#hip 1o thove Christlins, whe, as he expressed *did not woreh
£tosses,” ag well ae ® those whe dide “The same ill-judged pueilianimity
waeshown in tesmodelling the constitution of Sicily, so lately as the year
1849, “That zevisivn and reconstruction took place unider the cye of our
Lovernment, anid they had for their guidance the olil consitunon of 1812,
which was aleo feamed under Britieh eavction and iutlacace, atd comtained
an article exprenly In favour of hberty of worslnp,  Such an aricle
shetefore, hal not the Giest imie 30 be jwzoduced, it had metely to be te
tained 3 and its retention would linve been of fncalentable moment, not
only for the cause of 1cligions frecdom, nnd, thiough this, of teligion in
Sieily itself, but Austria and Ialy, and other connterer open to Sicihan in-
fluence.  But befare the eyes of British statermen, and §f not with their
active concurrence, at least without their remonstrance, tlus precious proe
vision was allowed to drop, atd conscicnice lefi unprotected by the consti-
tution or by the law!

‘L he manner fn which our Governmenta have acted, when British
subjecta in Papal countsics have, by their zcal and sucees, aws
Jenlousy and i of the ceclesi t enamtl

at and ice, hns
been equally unworthy of a great conntry, which boasta itself a« standing
in the vanguatd of Liberry, and which owes neatly nll it greatness 1o us
Protestantism, 1 can only refer, in this rapid susvey, to two cares wineh
painfully bt truly allustrare the spirit that hae Joug been demnant in oop
foreign diplomacy. In 1539, while Mr. Graydon, an aceredited agent of
the British and Fotcign Bible Society, was endeavoming to cirenlate
copies of the Word of God in Spain, he was artested, brought 1o uial, ond
udgment parged opaist Lim 1t is but justice to add, that the judge and
jury becamie co arhamed of the deewion, that they obtamed a vew wial,
and My, Gragdon was acquitted,  But, meanwhile, coptespondence waa
busy betacen the two Governmienta.  “Ehe Spanish Minister for Foresgn
Affnits avrote to our Minirter, complaining of Mr Grnydon's intolerable
comluet in cireulating the Bikle, and jusiaing that he should be warned,
in comnion with all other British subjects, to abetzin from such conduct
3n foture, and from §n any way distutbing or ** intersneddling with” the
veligion of Spmo, And how did eur Butish Minster receive this come
mumeation T Was it by sefusing 1o comply with a demand o preposter-
ous as 10 prevent a B subject from citculating the Word of God ?
AVay it by reminding Count Osfila and his follow.mimcters of the full
Lberty which Spanish Catholics and all others enjoyed m Brtam?  Was
it by reminding him how contrary all restraints upon liberty of cantcience
were to justice, to reason, to religion ftrelf, and the epitit of the age; and
shat the sooner auch laws were tepealed or allowed to fall into desuctude
the better?  No, ‘This was, indeed, the tone that would have best bee
seemed a British Minister,

But not one wozd of defence was uttered in

10 which commesce and gther couses are beating multitudes of

vur peaple every year, Veoteatantiens ie branded with ignoming, and come

f pelled to akulk in eecret, aml litde more than the last gemnant of teligious
freedomn semnine,—Eran. Christ,

1T4LY,

Picdinont appeata to be the only terntory in which teligioun libesty hias
denved advantage from the secent sesolutions, Whea the dove of frec-
dom was eent fosth froms the ark, after the billows had begun to subside,
1 this was the only spot on which she could find a place for the solc of her
i foot. In all the other States thete has been reaction and testriction, tae
‘ thee than catended privilege.  Asd the conclurion seems unavoidable,

from all that Is now zoing on in ltaly, shat the Pope and the vatious
powers that divide among themselves lf-e rovereignty of Italy, are banded
together in a dark auld desperate conepizncy ogaanst the bivle and the
tights of conecience,  In Genoa, withia the last few nonths, we have
seen a fittle place of worehip for foreign protestants watched by police, in
otder to prevent the entrance of a sing'c [talian; and the place vn the
peint of being rased 1o the ground, on the false report thot some lialians
had bicen prescat at the protestant worshup, At Florence—not to rpeak
of the rxile of 1ts own noble Guicciatdim for the crine of rending and
loving the bitle—the word of God can anly be cisculated by stealth, ond
under the constant tegror of the Dargello.” And in Rome iteell, and in
the Roman S1ater, [ need ecarcely vay the Scriptozes rank sinong the list
of prelubnted book<; aml British protestantism is allowed the accommo-
dation of a granary, seatcely within the walls, and over-looking the mule
tiplied pollutions of a slaughter-house.  But let a British minister of the
gospel attempt to procinins that gorpel, in Rome, to Raliacs in their own
tongue; let there be a condemnation of the etroea and corruptions every-
whete around hun, though in the most incnsured words ; let the uact or
rehgioun book, cechewing all controversy, and confining fteelf 10 & simple
statement of the simplest elements of revealed teash, be put In citculation 3
and asrest and the dungeon would be the speedy penalty.  And all thisat
the moinent whea the Pope i« clauning, for Lis epiritoal subjects in Enge
land, not ouly fiberty but privilege ; when his votaties hiete are talking of
the iralienable pghta of conseience ; when he is seeking 1o crect a cathes
deal in the centze of London that shall cchpse St. Paul's, und is moving
all Papal Europe by the aimous bribe of andulgence to supply the means,
to that evesy stone in this building, as was ance aaid of another, ecclesiase
tical structure, shall represent a sin. I this to be tamely enduredl Is
there 10 be no demand of reciprocity 1 Is conscience tohave no 1igl
Romel  Or, if we should hold our peace and remain inactive in such cir-
cumstances, would not even the stones of London cry outl

All the general statencnts I have now made are more than bome out
by the cxperience of an English clesgymen—so lately as April of the
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