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on bath sideg, were allowed 10 tont thanswelves to an nbecoming ex-
tent.  Oue protest followal another in oppmatien to their mntion, and
the matority were evidently amjnstit, It carsie d. however, hoeanse it
wag almnst physieatly ohppled, and heeanse the ity hasine proe
tosted ngainst ite heing pat at atl, folt themeelvea shot up by their pro-
tests, not o vate in the maner, Tor atecady Mp. Gih, with others, had
protested that this vete should not be put, and that every thing rerarding
the queetion hoadd be thrown ont of the minntes: and Mr. Meonerieff,
with others, hiul protetad that in the step they were nas takine, amidet
a0 tmeh strife and confueion, the meetineg was not, and auzht not, to be
Nield and reputed a dune and Yawfully constituted meeting of the As<oci-
ato Synod.  Butwhen in opposition 1o these remonntranees, roming
from a majority, and whilst bath Moderater and Clerk had venzed o aey,
the others carried their question throusl the silenve of all bt themeeives,
Me. Mair, the faemer Moderatar, read out the following declaration and
protestation ie—

« Whereaa this meeting of Syned Jave now passed a vote, and made
n resolution upon the aflinnative of that question whichhiny Lreen insisted
upon, in opposition to a procecding unta the Reasons of protest arainst
the gentence of Synod in April, 1716, with the answers to said Reasons:
and considering the two pratestations which have been entered this day,
concerning that affaie: and considering that, by the foresaid siep, this
meeting of Synad have materially dropt the whelo testimony amony
their hands, atlawing of, at least for a time, & material abjuration there-
of: and considering that, besides a conciderable number of elders, the
majority of ministers in this meeting, who are the proper juditerin a
controversy of faith anld cage of conserenee, and who coald be judues in
the present contzoversy, have been ail aloug, at this meeting, contending
for the proper business and duty of the Syuod, in opposition to the con-
trary torrent i=Therefure, I, ‘Thomas Mair, minister of the gospel at
Orwell, Do hiereby Declare and Protest—That the Iawful anthority and
poweer of the Associate Synod is Devolved upon, and must lic in a con-
atitute mecting of the foresaid members, ministers, and clders, together
with any other members who shail cleave unto them, in a way of con-
foseing what sinful steps and compliances they have fallen into on this
occasion: As likewise I deelare and protest, that tho foresaid members
ought, in duty to the Lord and his heritage—to take up and exerciso the
authority and power of the Associato Synnd, Jawfully and fully devolved
upon them as above: and, for this end, 1o mect to-morrow, at ten of the
clock forenoon, in Mr. Gib's house—that they may regularly enter upon
and proceed in the business of the Synod.”

When this Protest was read, Mr. Mair, with twelve ministers and ten
elers, withdrew. ‘The two parsies, in this manner, separated from each
othier ; and afterwards cach constituted into a distinet Synod, under the
same desigaation, which each claimed as properly and exclusively its
own.

It would be tedious, and it is nnnecessary, to quote at targe all the
motiots and protesiations that were made, and to bring forward the di-
versity of sentiment which appeared in the Court during this season of
altereation.  “ Let it bo atmitted,” (says Dr. Thomson, in his sketch of
history,) “that, in the stormy contentions which ended in the breach,
there was a mournful digplay of unhallowed haman passion, still, a calin
and unpreiudiced onlooker might have marked thronghout the contest on
cithor side, tho working of asincers though imperfectly enlightened con-
scientiousness. Tt was not the squabble of opposing ecclesiastieal fac-
tions for power or secular advantage, but the stern unyiclding struggte of
mnen who were haunted with a morbid dread of lowering or defucing the
testimony which they had raised.  The lesson which these good men
now needed to learn was that which the presentage of the Church seems
destined pre-eminently to develop—that thero are many points on which
men may conscientiously difier, and which ought to e left to each indi-
-vidual’s personal conviction ; and the meaning of the Burgess Oath is
ono of these.  Lather, at the Reformation, forgot this principle, and his
vchemence divided between tho Churches of Germany and Switzerland.
Tho Fathers of the Secession forgot it, and henco a degreo of unbending
_obstinacy, made stronger by their very conscientionsness, growing into
alienation and fierce contention, and ending at once in the rupture of
‘pri\'nw friendships, and of public bonds.

¢ Bach spako words of high disdain
And insult to his heart’s best brother.’
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Ihe Tord divided them in his angor, and covered the danabiter of Zior
with o thick eloud, giving them alse the wine of astonishment to drink.
Fhe Freach ie almoest the only dark spot i the history of the Sceession,
awt g is the only faet in its history of which many of its cnemics and
detractors <o m fo be awape ¥

It will bo goen, in oer next communication, how Providenes hasovers
fuled this emtrovery alort the Burgess Qath for good to both partices,
and for the general interests of the Cherch,

29 le cantinued.

CHARACTERISTICS OFF T'HE PRALMS,

The Book of Paalms ix the best espression of the devotional feclings
which wero cherished by the Jewish Chureh,  As a frnitful tree strikes
a deep root into its proper soil, raiges ita trunk aloft, and spreada abirond
ita branches, covered with folinge, bloscoms, and srnit; o iz this book,
ag it entere into the dejth of human feeling, the best exponent of the
faith, hope, and love, whieh for conturics provionsto the comine of Christ,
nourished the saered five of devotion in the heart. Tut we anght not to
suppove that the Psalimg fost their sivnificance with the past dispensation 3
or that they formed any part of that fauding and antiquated economy
which, previous to tho introduction of the Guspel, waxed okl and wag
rendy to vanish away,  Whey siill deseribe the feelings and exercises,
the joys and sorrows, the hopes and fears of bhelievers ; for, under every
dispensation, “ as in water, fiuce answereth mnto face, so the heart of man
to man ¢ and henee, when the ehild of Ged is abont to depart and to bo
with Christ, ho gencrally prefersthe book of Psalms to cvery other portion
of the inspired volume. Ile seems to feel asif the veil was removed
that conceals the most holy place from his view ; as if he were permitted
to obtain a glimpze of the new heavens and the eartls, whercin dwelleth
vighteouancss 3 and he sings amid his tears, almost in the language of
that world where tears shall be wiped from cvery eye. O sing unto
the Lord a new song, for e hath done marvellous things; his right
haad uand holy arm. huth gotten him the victory.” ‘The Psalms are, in
fact, bioth a gourizhing and u manifestation of the life of God in the
soul, during every period of the Church's history.  In tho words of Pro-
fessor Umbreit,  When Christ says, ‘I am the way, the truth and the
life, according to this threefold distinetion of the nature of religion, wo
can distinguish, as & very profitable contemplation, the corresponding
contents of the Seriptures which he eame to fulfil.  Moses pointed out
to his people, on the stoney tables of the law, Tur wav in which they
should walk ; how they might be readered worthy of the complaceney
of the Ioly God, who made heaven and carth ; and who, as the Eternal
Oue, had entered into covenant with Abraban and his seed.  The pro-
phets announced i TrutH i the thunder of their discourses ; and they
demounstrated it in the clear mirror of history, ‘T'he Psalmists reveal in
cternal songs Tit 1arL of the pious, who walk in the way of God, and
aro led by the truth.”* When such is the woral and spiritual value of
the Paals, it must be a profitablo exereise to specify some of their lead-
ing characteristics. *

1. "T'he Psalms abound in references and allusions to the historical
parts of the Old Testament.  ‘I'hus when tho Pealmistdescribes the cha-
racter and blessedness of the righteous, o says, “ His delight is in tho
Jaw of the Lord, and in his Jaw doth he meditate day and night—what-
soever he doth shall presper.”” Now this passage, asto lunguage and
sontiment, is just a poctical version of the command given to Joshua.—
« But thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe
to do all that is written therein; for thou shalt make thy way prosper-
ous, and then thou shalt have good success—that thou mayest prosper
withersoever thou goest.”  The reason why the later sacred writers so
frequently quote the eatlier, is, because tho Bible contains the literature,
as well as the .religion, of the Jews; and because the history of the Is-
raclites is viewed as an emblem of the religious experienco of God's pe-
culiar people in every ago. The bondage of Egyptis a type of the
moro degrading slavery of sin and Satan ; the wilderness is this world,
Jordan is the river of death, and the land of promise is an emblem of
the heavenly Canaan, “the inheritanco of tho saints in light”  The re-
-ferenee, therefore, to Joshua in tho first Psalm, scems to indieate, that
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