
TUE EXPOSITOR 0F HOLINESS. 1

this wlîat the Bible calîs hioliness? \VWe do
not cal it lîealtl when a man. conscious of
some severe illness, takes grreat pains to pro-
cure the hcelp of pliysicians, and gives aIl lus
attention to the one inatter of battling witlî
the disease that besets liim. We look on to
sce wlat is thoc issue of the confliet, and do
not expect to regyard limi as possessed of
Iîealtli until lus coniliot lias termninated in
victury. Many inen go ail theit days battling
witlî disease without evercoming it, and many
go on ail their days battliug wvitl sin without
overcoinfg it. It is s0 far a good sigul when
a nian knows lus sinfulness, as it leads us to
hope that he will avail hirnself of the mens
of deliverance; iîor can lie be too niuchi in
earncst about it; but it is of the utiiost im-
portance that lie slîould 'vage the battie with
the armor of heaven, conspicuous iu wvhich
is the heliet, liope of salvation, the expecta-
tion of deliverance, and faitlî which. brings
the future near. Striving for holiuess is net
itself holiness and should neverbe coufounded
witlî it. The world looks on admiiringly be-
Cause of the penances and austerities and
mortifications and tears and prayers and
vigils -%vith wvhichi some seek for lîoliness; but
we are told that, without lioliness itself no
man can sec the Lord. floliucss is not au
ec1îievement, buit a gift. Our efforts and
struggles bring us, or slîould bring us, to the
recognition of our utter inahility to purify
ourselves; and lhappy is lie wvho reaches the
point of self-despair, realizing, that lie is
utterly bankrupt of the ability to emaucipate
hiunself f ronm sin. HFe is tlîeî in a fair way
to perceive that whiat lie hinuseif, wvith ai

\\bis self-tutoring and seif-condeunnation, is
impotent to accomplishi, Christ willingly un-
dertakes to accomplislh. Wien lie Cceases
fromn the absurd enterprise of bringing a
clean thin,- out of an unclean, there is ean
opportunity for Christ to show what lie canl
do in the way of saving nien froni their sins.
We arc flot under the law, but under grace,
both as regards justification and sanctifica-
tion. '. Sin shail have no more dominion
over you," is the promise distinctly made to
believers, for the reason thiat they are not
under the law, but ulider grace. That is to
Zay, we are flot bf t to oulr own efforts, but
the powver of Christ counes into our liearts to
do wvhat we ce.nnot do. *XVe reekon ourselves
dead unto sin, by reckouiug that lic Nvho
died for us and rose a.gai is wvitli us and in
us, and that sin lias to encounlter net us, but
IlBm. Recognition of Christ is victory.
"Who is hoe that overconueth the wvorld but

ho that believeth tlîat Jesus is the Son of
God ? '

Men are brouglît out of darkness inito
God's marvellous liglut, that tluey nay miuîls-
ter to their fellow-rneu, becoining lighuts lu
the world, holding forth the word of life.
But in order tluat thiey umay be free to engage
hieartily in this service, it is uiecessary that
tlueir powers be liberated froin the necessity
of carrying on a continuous wvarfare within.
There is enoughi te engage the utmost powers
of eî-cry unan in the enter world in efforts to
impart to others what God lias showvn to hinu.
When the thirst of his own soul is satisfied,
in Christ, rivers of living water flow forth
from Min. But sin unsubdued within him
disables limu, cempelling hlm to give bis
chief attention to.hinuseif. Full salvation is
the liberuation of ail our powers f rom the
thraldomn of sin, that they may be used by
Christ for extending tliat kingdonî Nvlich is
righteousness, peace and jey in the Holy
Gliost.

1I write unto youl, youug men," says the
Apostie John, "lbecause ye are strong, and
have evercome the wicked one." .Again,
Ili1-e that is bori cf God keepeth liimself,
and that wicked one toucheth hum net."
The victory hiere spoken cf is deubtless the
vîctory over inward sin, whereby a believer
beconies fitted to engage in the work cf bat-
tling withi sin in the open, and seeking the
deliverauce cf those wvho are led captive cf
Satan at his wvill. The great aiun of tlie
Prince of tluis îvorld is to kecp) the believer
occupied wvith lîiusclf, te kecp him engrossed
in intrespection, and fighiting in his own
strength wvitli eue that is streuger thani liuîu-
self. But the faith wvhereby wc recognize
the power and readincss cf Christ te meet
and discenufit eur inward focs, and cast tluem
eut as He did the unclean. spirits of old, de-
hiver us frein the necessity cf spending ahl
cur moral and spiritual strengthi in fruitless
efforts, and sets us free fer the wcrk cf bat-
tliug lujîni whio is entrenched in the luearts cf
Cthers.

IlChrist is muade cf Ged unto us wisdonu,
righteousness, sanctification, redemiption."
Iu Hiîui wv have thiese, in ourselves neyer.
"lThe law cf the Spirit cf life in Christ Jesus
inaketh us froc from the law cf sin and
death." Christ is oui- holiness, aud is se for-
ever. The earthi îîever becomes indlependent
cf the sun, se tuat, it cau shine by itself; aud
the believer nover becemies independent cf
Christ, se that hie can walk in lus ewn hiol-
iiess. Take away the sun, and the earth is
eniveleped in its pristiie darkcness; take away
Christ frein the saint, and the sainthced is
gene, sin is in its old ascendency.-G'hristian
.ctllance.
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