
1.36 TRE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

Turning to, Acts Il: 29, we Iearn tlîat in the reion of Antiocb,
during a time of great want in the province of Judea, 'ftic disciples,
cvcry one according to ability, dctcrmincd f0 send relief to the hrcthiren 1
in Judea' ; and let it bc noted, lst, that they deterrnincd to do this
sinîply as disciples of the Lord ; £nd, that they did it according to
ability ; '24 fliat they scint it to the eiders, anid not to sorne abuns-
distrihutingY society or soine spccially created oflicers ; and -e di, titat
thcy sont the saine by 'inesseng'ers of the chuîiclics,' who in tliis instance
wcrc brcthrcn Barnabas and Saul. Ilc is n cxa-iiplc of oc coinpany
of bretliren assisting niiotlier ; is it not a in)oOel ?

In this saine Antioch, a q1uestion arising N'lîichi rcqliir.cd decisioîi by
the college of apostlcs, fli, brettîren deferniiiied to sendf Paffl, iJarna-
bas, aiid otkers to the city of Jcrtisailil ; and tiiesecth î t.hus
dlcputedý wec 1 brouglit on tlheir way by the chuh'withotit a special
organization, Aets 1 .5

Paul teils us fhrec or four religious secrets in refèrence to contribu-
tions and cliurclî assistance in 1Ronians 15 :2-1, 20~. Ile says that lie

*is to journiey ixîto Spain f lahor arnong tlic Spaiiiards, ealling at itoie
*on lus tour ; and lie trusts not only to sec t1w disciples in flue Iloînan
capital, but to bu broughlt; on blis iway flicre by thoin incan)tim)e lie is
e ngagcd as a niessenger of niany cluurcbcs, al! flic ciiurcluus both iu
Macedonia aud Aehaia ; for the brethîren iu tbcse regfions, biaving becu

*taughit flic necessities of flic hrothculuood ut Jerusalcîni, and luuvingr no
discret ionary organization, liad niade conîtribution for thiei as disciples

*of flic Saviour; and a, faiiflufuil, warai-hcarted niiessengrer wits necded to
scal to tlîein this fruit. 13aul wvas flic ian for the work. Tic was
their nicssenugcr. Of flic large bounty of ftic disciples in fhie.s:ce0cun-
tries the apostie boasts hy way of stimiulating f'tic believers ini Corinth.
2 Cor. F

Th1e churches in Galatia, as also the churcli in Corinfli, were tauglît
to, colect ont'file Lord's dlay according to flic ability cf caci brothier.
And brethien wvhose fihlfulness and conîpetecey could ho cert ified by~

*letter wcrc to bo sent to t:ue eliief city in Judea wiAtl flic collections for
thec benefit of flic brethrcuî thuce, or if nccssary thc apostie lîimself
wus to, ho one of f'lc iessengers. 1 Cor. 16 : 1, 4.

But Paul Iîiisclf iiecdcd assistance and an occasional messcnger. To
*the tender and affectionafe brethr-n iii Philippi, lie writes-'l You know
*that when I left M1acedonia, no churcli conînunicafcd with mie as con-
ceruing giving and rccciving but you. ... Iarn full; lîaving
rcceivcd of cvangelist Epupliroditus flic tlings sent froni you.' Brother


