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nity, a peculiar privilege to thee
and wit thy Carmelites in which he
that dieth a pious and Christian
death shall not sulfer eternal fire;
behold the sign of salvation, a sale-
guard in  danger, a covenant of
peace and everlasting alliance.”

Having said these words, she left
the sacred Habit in the hands of the
fortunate old man and vanished
from his sight.

From this celebrated vision, and
from the words ol Mary to Simon
it is clearly seen how lar her pro-
tection is extended in favor of those
enrolled in her Holy Scapular. Leav
ing for a time the consideration of
her other words, let us examine on-
lv those relative to our subject and
first of all the promise that the
Scapular shall be *a safe-guard in
danger.’’ Passing in silence over a
very great number ol miraculous
occurrences, which go to support
our last statement as to her pro-
tection, we would refer the devout,

_who may be curious as to these, to

the volume collected and compiled
by P. Grassi. We will content our-
selves with saying that history, the
voice of the people and the evidence
of many distinguished writers form
testimory so irrefragable as to be
thorouglly convincing. Let us not
listen to certain would-be sages
who deny all that happens il it
displeases them ; because such per-
sons, in their eagerness to reject
evervthing, often throw away good
sense with the rest.

But if the devotees of Carmel are
so gracionsly favored by their Pa-
troness in life, how much more
must they needs be, at the fearful
hour of death, when, most of all
mortals need assistance to escape

“the machinations of the devil ?

Where else could the maternal pro-
tection of Mary be so manifest 2
Where else is fulfilled the pledge of
those other words, ‘Sign of Salva-
tion' ? Just when the servant of the
Blessed Virgin of Carmel is about
1o leave this world, in the last bat-
tle he is to fight against the com-
mon enemy, she will appear in her

sweetest aspeet to console hint, And
she will equally appear as a terror
to the demon, who, clad with con-
fusion, will flev precipitately to the
abyss, Thus, in the hour of danger,
her fortunate client will conquer
death and enjoy, a hundred fold, the
iruit of that service which cach of
her grateiul sons offers, in this life,
to Mary.

It is very difficult, nevertheless,
for any mortal to leave this vale of
misery, pure and spotless, as God
would have him to be. Even for the
client of Mary, during life or at its
close it is still difficult to be puri=
fied from all stain of sin, or to have
perfectly satistied, and to the ut-
most, the temporal penalties there-
by incurred,—so as not to need fur-
ther cleansing in the place of expia=
tion prepared by God lor this pur-
1)()5(‘.

But will he who is decorated with
the glorious title of Mary's favorite
child see himsell abandoned by her
in that place of punishment ? No.
Ihe maternal ailection ol Mary will
not he fully satisfied with preserv=
ing her sons from peril in  this
present life, with protecting them,
in the hour ol death and drawing
them away as lar as possible from
eternal dammnation ; but it even ex-
tends to ireeing them quickly from
the {lames of l’urgntnr_v.——cspucially
on the first Saturday after death—
and she, herself, conducting them
to the celestial country.

This promise was made by the
Mother of God, herself, to the Vicar
of Christ, John XXII., who pub-
lished it and declared it authentic
in his Bull of 1322, This marvellous
Bull, cal’ed Sabbatine, was after-
wards confirmed by other Sovereign
Pontiffs 3 who, therewith, also
confirmed this privilege, as granted
exclusively to those wearing  the
Scapular of our Lady of Mt. Car-
mel. What more can be asked,
therefore, in order to become fully
convinced of the special protection
of Mary in death and after death,
to the great advantage of her
clients 2 What more is nceded to




