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order in divine worship-which
comprehiends what ive mean by the
terni Il Ritualismn "-as if it were a
vain and useless question of empty
ceremonial, seems to my mind a
very serious mistake, notwithstand-
ing so many pious and religious men
have adopted it.* And it is wvorthy
of remark that they cannot make
their own practice consistent with
their theory. For every Christairi
sect bas found it necessary to have
some form and order-or, in other
words, somne Ri/uialisi;,-w hi ch they
wil! not suifer to be invaded. l'le
controversy, therefore, at hast resol-
ves itself into the saine inquiry,
wvhich rucets us in everything else
belongîng to humanity, namneiy,
what is the best sys/emz of forrn and
order ? And this, wvhere the ývork-

*This Pilritanical discovery was brought
fo full-hlown perfection by George Fox,
the favorite Apostle of the Frienils'or Qua-
kers, who disrnissed ail the forms with
which the wisdom of the 'Most Hligh had
investeci religion, and set the wvomen to
preaching in the face of Scripture, and
finally succeeded in mnaking his followers,
after their own fashion, the niost formai
sect in the world,-formnal in dress, formai
in speech, formai in everything which the
Lord had left free, and only enemies to
forms where He had expressly commanded
them. But success was impossible in a
scheme which stood in such mnanifest oppo-
sition to the Word of God, and the laws
which He had given to hurmanity. The
pure morals, the love of peace, the strict
discipline, the quiet zeal, and the active
benevoience of the Quakers have always
won for them a. high degree of estimation.

Yet the whole of these, admirable as
they were, could not secure a Iasting, much
less a . growing, inguence. They have
gradually diminished until comparatively
few remain, even in the city of William
Penn, once ihe strnnghbold of their society.
And thousands of their dlebendants have
found in the .Church that true system
where the worship of God i.ý conformed to
the nature of man, and the spirit and the
form of religion are united together.

ship of God is concerned, niust sure-
ly bring us to the standard of His.
owvn 'ý ord, the Bible. For if, in-
that Sacred Volume, we find that
the Alrnighty bas provided, for his.
Churchi a Ritual possessin)g His own-
divine sanction, 'vhat shall justify us,
in His sight if we pour contemnpt ont
that only miodel dictated by Hisper.
fè-ct mind, and fancy that we cari be-
more spiritual and more religious by-
preferring another form and order of
our own devising,?

In the Church of God, wbich is.
Christ's Kingdom upon earth, thiere
must be not on]y the inward life,
but the ozitard manifestation. My
present subject concerns the latter
only. There is no question about
the fait/i in the b]essed Redeemer,
Who died for our sîns and rose
ago,,ain for our justification; no ques-
tion that by this faith we must be
saved throughi grace; no question
that thir, precious grace is not of
ourselves, but is the free gift of God.
Ail this involves the inward life of
each individual believer, for which,
of course, no outward form and or-
der of the body could supply the
living energy of the soul ? And it
would be just as absurd to suppose
that the outward forrn and order of
the Church can avail, where the
spiritual grace of a loving faith in
Christ is wanting.

This is the essential, and the
only strictly essential, matter for
each individual believer. And herice
in the piva/e exercises of the closet
alone in our comm--union 'with "the
Searcher of hearts, no form is laid
down for the expression of our feel-
ings ; altnough the Christian suppli-
ant may well make our Lurd's Pray-
er. a stated part even of his most se-
cret devotions.

Jq


