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Mssionr-.ry Prooeedings ig the
Synod of the Canada Pres-

byterian Church.
At tise recent mseeting of the Canadian

svnod, iee evenissg wvas dcevoted to Foreign
istissions, and especialiy te the hecaring of
tiie Rev. Mr. Gita»r. 11ev. Dr. TAYLOR,
of Montreal, îsstrodtuced Mr. cyeddie to the
meeting. W'c give Mr. Geddie's addrcss
aud tihe birief discussion wvhicis followed :

IlRev. Mr. Geddie on corning forward,
said it gave lsim pleasurt after many years
resiclencc in a foreig-n land, co lic prcsent at
such a meeting. They had assensiblied that
cvcning to lîcar of the progrcess of the Rie-
deemer's cause, ansi to consider the daims
of their fellowv men who were perishing for
jack of kntowl%-edge. Mighc chey cnjoy muchi
of God's presence amongst them, anti be
stirred up to greater exertions FiHe bail
recentiy rcturned froin ani interesting por-
tion ef the mission fild. More' tisan
cighteen vears lisd clapsed since lie left
Nova Scotia for that distant region, and he
would now procecà to give a statement of
bis operations. Tis- New Hebrides, to
whicli in the Providence of God lie wvas led,
lay hetwcen the l3th anti l4th parallel of
.South Latitude in the Southern Pacifie.
Thiese isiantis for fertility and extent hati
no rivais in that paut of tic, worid. The
population was a hranch of tic Papuan
rare, numbering.aboij 150,OOOsouls. Tfli
islands 'vere J)erfect genis, so fertile was the
lande. But tie t-ief oihject of interest was
the state of thc people who isshabited them,
who for tise inost part were ignorant
of tIse truc God, and stili contisîued to
practice tie Most disgustissg an( alomin-
aide crimes of icatcenisiy.. TIhe first effort
to sprcad the Gospel in that region was
made in 1839 by tic late Mr. WVilliams, of
the London M4issionary Society. le (Mr.
CGcddie) visiteti tie spot wlîere Mr. Williams
feul, andi was weli acquainseti witi the man
%wlso kilicti lim. Thiat mnan gave bis land
for niissionarv purposes. (Flear,lhear.) The
next attcmpt wras mn(ie in 1842. In that
-ve.ar tiro nssionaries, Mcvlssr.s. Turner aud
Neshet, laistieti on one of the Islandis. They
were favourahly reccived bv the natives,
and lalsoreti with sic(cess ; but afcer heing a
few montlis on the Islandi a fatal discaise
broke out, andi they werc ohliged to fiee te
save thieir lives 'fic last effort was Matie

Sthse vear 1848. Lt wvas t.hen tint tie
speaker landeti on one of tise group, foarty
miles in circuiinference, andi %ith a popula-
tion of four thousanti souls. fle wns tic
iirst aliovedti b rernain there hy tie natives.
Tihe cxzernai appearan-ce of tie latter was
ircr rcpuilsivt indeed. Tic men were
pssitited andi the women wore nothing but a
girdie round the waist. IV han bc landed

amoîsg them they werc sitting in tiarkness
and tise sliadow of death. They knew liiuie
of tise thitigs of titis Nyorid, and stili less of
tihe world to corne. In ail cisings relating
to religion their minds were enslsrou(ed in
tise greacest darkness. But tîsese people
liati a religion of tiseir owu. They iselieveti
in ani invisible worid and in thc exi4tence of
gods or spirits, most of theti ialignant
b1eiigs anti fettred by thse people. Tliey liad
a systemn of priesiheoti, madie prayer's and
offéed sacrifices and retainied tise rite of
circuimeision, wvhieli was practised asnong
maie infants. H1e fèlt tlsankful for tiese
remains of relig-ion as a basis to wcork upon.
War wvas incessant amossg tlsemn, tic people
bitterlv liacisî one anotîser. Cansibfalisas
'vas practised asîd frientis andi focs wvere the
victiins; infanticide wvas alinîcst of daily
occurrence, assd a gre-at naux- cf the cisilti-
ten ivere put ce deatis. Thie siaugister of
widows wa.os a tiîing of commnon occurrence
and piersosîs who -vere troulesoine to their
frientis or sick, wv ciher put to deatis or
allowed te due ci iiegleet. Ccsssequcntly
cisere tvas scarcely an înflrm person to be
fossad on tise Islandi. Ail the crimes cf
whiich nature 'vas capable wcrc perpecrated
by tîsese people andi thcy took pleqsure in
tlsem. Ilis tirst effort w-lien lie latîdeti ias
to learn their language. Tiey couli flot
speak to isim in tîseir tongise ami lie could
net si)eak to thema, andi lie was obiigcd to
learn theirs. Otherwise tise work coulti not
have been se successfuily caure<l ou. Peo-
pie lifad alwssys lsad a prejudice in favor of
their own tongue, ansd it wvouid always con-
tinue to lic -,ic case- Wlben Paul adclrcssed
a Jewish autiienze in tise llebrew tongue
'Llîey kept tise more silence.' Mr. Getidie
in commencing lus labo)urs amongst tisosc
Liautis eudeavoured te, athere as muci as
possible co tise Saviour's comniati&, and
just prend, Lise Gospel fo îisem. Issstcati of
as.ailissg tîseir superstitions ausd arosssing
ciseir cvii passions lie presented Jesus ce
themi as thse Savieur of fusiien mass, and tits
was thc trutis wlsich seemeti to toacis themt.
Wien lie cosnmenced lis lahors sussonpgs-
tîsese Islandes-s lie encoutsserei inucis oppo-
sitioni, es;peciaiiv fs-om tise priests. '11ev
couiti say notsing, however, agaicist thýe
isoiv trîstits wisich. ivere tauglit andi the lsol'

conduct recoin Men dcde A short suivamong
chsese poople soon convisîccd ii tîat littIe
imnpress.iosi cosils bce madie 1 a soliLarv
nsissioniry. Tt xvas luis Practice ciscrefore
when a native tiarneti fs-oa ieatisenisas te
cisristiaiiitv ce make hini a worker for ]lis
o)wapeopie. After getsiisgcoigetlser a little
pusrcy at Isis ows lieuse tlscy were scattered
abronti, spreauiing tise trutlss they isad icard
amongst otiers. Everv individualiad somQe
inifluence amessgst lits frientis, and in citis
vrav tbe word of God was diffusedti hrougis-
oui the wlic Isianti. Thse result of ai this
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