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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.—The
yublishers  of the above well-known
agricultural paper have kindly sent us
n copy of thelr Christimas number, a
truly marvelfous production of the
printer's and engraver's art. The * Na-
tive Maple-hedge, the two farms and
bulldings, on page 532, (33, and the
“ I'rench-Cauandian-Haroest-scene,’ ' ave
particulatly meritorious,

Onesaa—

The Fiovse,

THE COACH HORSE.
The Arab Thoroughtred—Its action
- Cleveland Bays-French coacher
—The Hackney - Trotters Laws
of breeding - Studs,

In these days, when all the world s
agog to find ount the newest and best
thing in horse-less conveyances, it scens
folly, or wuste of time to write on the
breeding of Conchi-horses, so to those
who are wistful to relegate “ man's
teuest riend” to the forgotten past,
the apology Is made that the following
s written in the hope that it may prove
ol historlcal futerest in years to come,
and to those who are still dublous as
to the merits of the new made of tra.
velling, no apology is needed.

It is a remarkable fact thar, the A
Linn horse Is the foundation upon which
Las been built the superstricture re-
presenting all the breeds of light hors-
¢s. From u trinity of Arabian lineage
~the Duarley Arabian, the Godolphin
Barl, and the Byerly Twk the puent
stem of the thorough Lred Dbegan its
srowth, exteading branches throughout
Great Britain, and mahing the Hack
ney, Cleveland Bay, and Yorkshir:
coaclier, passing over to France and
oiolving  the Freach coacher, and
Linally codng to Awmerica, and assist
fng in the production of all the vale
ties of light horses. The Arabian horse,
though essentially o saddler for early
tuues, had some qualdities that are in
cuded among the merits of the modern
cuacher. What they lached In  size
they made up In quallty, and beauty
of finish and form. ‘They had much of
that statelivess  in repose, or actlon,
which seoms to be the seal of high
Lreeding in coach circles. Out of fair
sized mures, and by an Arabiun stallion
typieal in size, qunlity, and action of
the kind most prized in their own
country, progeny can be seen, that
have smoothness, symmetry, sub-
stance, quality and action, which cul-
minate in the high class coachey.

1t I8 a fact that all the breeds of light
horses have drawn on the thoroughbred
fur some of thelr featurcs.

In its relatfon to the coucl breeds,
the thoroughbred has the same pesi
tion as the Avabian, in as far as he can
be utilized for this purpose only as a
leaven.

Tue thoroughbred In itself, has never
possessed conch characteristies to any
extent, Dlut they had some qualities
which could not be done without, The
aetion of the Influences of the hoof, the
strain and excitement of re-ing con-
tests, on the temperamem of the
thoroughbred, resulted in such courage,
dash, and quality of boue, teudon, and
musele, a8 no other breed can claim,
A stallion of thoroughbred Lreeding in-
variably had these merits, and if he
sliowed any deviation from the gene-
mnlity of the breed, Dbreaking away
from the stiff legged action common to
most of them, towards a movement

tnore graceful, nud with flexlon of hock
nnd knee, lie became juvaluable a8 a
sire to use on conch form aud style. If
vur Cunadian breeders would take the
trouble to turn out hovses of this class,
tkey would not bidve to go any further
than Buffulo, or New-York, to realise
gokd prices.

The Hackney horse at an carly day
was distinetly o trotter, as the eadly
vecords well show, and it was at the
tune these records were made, that the
breed occupled a spliere of its own, out-
side the pale of the thoroughbred. Lhe
coitehl horse of early thimes In Englaad,
cspeelndly those of Cleveland Bay des-
cent, were targe bovses, Inclined to be
conrse In organization unless there was
a dash of thoroughbred blood, close to
the lust generation. As o writer says,
thie type of coach horse during the time
of Queen Anne, and most of the relgns
of the two Georges, was * of great size,
fat as prize oxen, proud and prancing
at  starting, all action and no go.”
With the change that came about in
the means of transportation, and the
use of lghtor vehicles, a lighter horse
o more quality and energy was requir-
«l, and for this reason chlefly, the
thoronghbred was used in the lmprove.
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to any of the stud books of the breeds
of Buropeau coachers.

fn tracing out the development of the
Ifuropenn branchies of conch horses, it
is clear that the thoroughbred played
an jmportant part, and there is no
(oubt but that in America the trotter
Inkes the place of the thoroughbred
rucer. The actlon of the lnfluences of
the running track, has done for the
thoroughbred, what the trotting track
fs doing for the trotter. The effect of
racing has glven the trotter, certaln
decided and clearly deflned characte-
ristles, which no other breed of horses,
except the thoroughbred, subjected to
the same Influences, possesses to a like
degree.  From this source, trotting
horsesg, have secured exceptlonal quality,
clean limbs, and the cnergy and courage,
which are valuable in horses for conch
purposes.

In the history of the European breeds,
we can see what has been done, in the
muking of the breeds of coach horses,
that are now [n existence.

From an early day, the governments
of many European countrles, hnve given
tiich encourngement to thelr light
horse Interests. Specitl  enactments
of law have Leen made and

liberal .

wicthods in this country : others, that
In-and-in breeding the straing we have
nlvenady, would glve the most cffective
results, wblpc many more would advo-
caie lae ULrecding, within  a funlly
alrendy known to possess the desired
elinvacteristies to a marked degree,
I'rom a general study of the breeding
of all domestic animals, that which may
be termed “ balanced breeding” offers
the ‘best guldance in the fmprovement
of any class of stock. Historical ovi-
dence for the anhmals of all breeds,
shows that certain straing  differing
somewhat In charactevistics, scem to
unite, so as to produce balanced resuits,
The conch horse above all horses, 1s o
tmlaneed product, and it would seem as
It balanced breeding, would be very
effectunl.  As far as one Is able to study
it, the renson for this scems to be in
the fact, that it is the most sucessiul
way of offsetting merits and demerits
of temperament and conformatfon. As
to the breeding of horges In Cuanada,
that shall elahin with justice the title of
couch hovse, it shonld be through the
union of mares of the strains that show
sonie of the features of coach form,
and much of the actlon required, with
the slallons, that reflect the quality,
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ment of all coach breeds. The French
coacher, has had the quality of the indl-
viduals it includes improved in u simi-
lar manner, and it is by no means a
slur on the breed to have it known, for
tue thoroughbred was undoubtcdly the
best source to go to for this merit. Of
tie European breeds to-day the Hack-
ney 1s undoubtediy the strongest, and
wost independent brancl, with the Cle-
veland Bay, Yorkshire coach, and
French coach, still drawing heavily on
the parent stem for sustenance. Allthe
breeds of Turopean coach horses have
some qualities, that enable them to
werit their position as such, but it is
only falr testimony to say that, all
things considered, the Hackney shows
belter breeding truer form and more
perfoct action, than any conch breed
of to-day. But the fact that they are
all belng contiunally mwulded to meet
the demnnds of the thmes, is clearly
fllustrated by the assertion, that all the
breeds of light horses, are still draw-
fug on sources outside themselves for
thelr foundatlon stock. Tle refalrinz
influence which the thioroughbred infu-
sion carries with it, gives it easy access
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money uallowances have been used to
develop these interests.

In DBaglwd at various times laws
Lave been enacted directing the breed-
fug of horses along prescribed lines,
und during Inte yeans, the premium sys-
tem, has been used with good effect.

This work carried on for years, has
produced several distinet classes of
horscs, that up to this time, have been
superior in thelr spheres. In France,
the government has been still more
liberal. Large breeding studs, in
which the breedlng of coach horses,
has Dbeen closely studied, have been
established from time to time, until now
there are about twenty five hundred
state stallions are used in this work.
Under these circumstances, it i3 uot
temarkable that progress has been
tnade, in developing a breed of coach
itorses, of nationul prestige.

In the matter of breeding, there are
masy methods which will find support-
«rs, Some would be of the opinlon that
cross brecding either the thoroughbred
or trotter—by the latter I mean one of
high class—with some European coach
breeds, would be the most effective
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beauty and courage, which is character-
Istic of the thoroughbLred and Dbest
class trotting strains.

W. R. GILBERT.

IDEAL ROAD HORSE.

THE KIND QOF ANIMAL THAT
WILL ALWAYS BRING A GOOD
PRICE.

Dr. G, M, Twitchell before the Maine
Board of Agriculture sald : The 15 1-2
to 1G-hand lorse of sulid color, with
troad forchend, cars of good size and
well-proportioned, good length from
bage of ear to eye, eyes full and ex-
pressive, with lids free from meatiness,
face stmaight, nostrils well rounded,
ful], large and thin iips, not thick, well
clased neck of good lemgth, shapely,
clean cut at jowl, and fitting well at
shoulders, which can hardly be too
sloping, the point of the withers. being
well back of the saddle, chest of good
width, foreamn long and haavily muscled
kness firm, broad, straigth and strong,
cannons short, tlat, broad and fiinty, pase-



