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nurseryman sucocoded in selling av immense number of his
planwg, aod, like the other, he mado 2s many viotims as he
had oustomers. The mtrinsic qualities of his vines may have
beon excellent, but, not being adapted to our climate, thoy
perished miserably at the firat attack of the frost.

And, still, the vine 18 grown and capital wine is made in
climates as severe as ours. The truth is, the wild-vine flou-
rishes overywhere in our virgin forest. ‘I'he illustrious Jacques
Cartier could not conceal his admiration at the sight of the
grapes growing on the Isle of Urleans, which he, on that
accouant, named the Isle of Baachus.

At the experimental farm, speoial attention is given to vine-
growing. At present, 150 varicties of grapes are cultivated
experimentally, and it 18 proposed to add a great number of
other sorts. As soon as the practical value of any sort is set-
tled, whether as regards the fabrication of wine, or as a simple
dessert fruit, it will be distributed gratuitously among the
farmers,

Especially are efforts being made to improve the cultivation
of cercal orops. Since our sammer is 5o short, it is of the
greatost importance that only the most precocious sorts should
be arowa. ;

The farm-dircotor, making use of the consular agents of the
British empire, procured grain grown in climates analogous or
even scverer than our own, Thus, 1n 1887, a varicty of wheat
grown ncar Lake Ladoga, 1 the vorth of Russia, was im
ported. Tho latitude of that place 1s 840 miles north of
Ottawa, and 600 miles north of Winnipeg. For three seasons,
this Ladoga wheat has becn growa at the oentral farm and its
branches, as well as by a orowd of private persous, to whom
samples have been sent for the purpose of experiments, which,
up to to-day, prove that the Ladoga ripens, on an average,
ten days earlier than our most precooious wheats, such as Red
Fife, White Russian, &o. This1s one of the most important
operations. Xf| as everything goes to prove, this wheat be
definitively introduced 1nto our systetn of cultivation, it will
render us such service that it alone will suffice to pay for the
whole expenditure incurred up to the present time by our
ezperimental farms. A Scoteh farmer, of Manitoba, told me
latly thata ten days earlier ripening wheat would have
the effect of doubling the ortainty of the harvest of that pro-
vince, and would, besides, render possible and profitable the
breakiog up of millions upon wmillions of acres in the more
northern part of our territories,

The officiul statistics of the ministry of agricnlture show
that the brewers of Great-Britain import annually from abroad
40,000,000 bushels of barley, in addition to what they buy
in their own country  Now, out of this immensc quantity of
barley bought abroad, do you know how much apadz sup-
plics ? The coofession is almost heart-breaking when onc
thinks of the extent and fertility of our iand : wae only sent
ont, last year, the trifling quantity of 1.600 bushels. (1)
Hardly two car-loads !

Consideriog the facilitics of produotion we epjoy and our
olosely linked commcreial conneotions with the mother-country,
this fact is almost - henomenal I Still, itis ecasily explained,
when we consider that we do not cultivate the varieties of
barley which the English brewers-prefer. Brewing is carricd
to perfeotion in Eogland. Visit any part of the knowa world
aud you will fiud that English ales are valued and consamed
there.  To the oare taken in their manufacture is their rep: -
tation due. Now the scleation of the barley is a part of this
oare, and it plays a great part in the quality of the mait,
English breweries use enolusively Zxowcg barley.

The farm manager sent at once for samples of 2-rowed
barley,sclected from the sorts most in favour among maltsters,

1) To Eogland, that is

in order to introduce its oultivation into the country.(1)These '
seleations have answered porfeotly, and from all appearances
in a very short time our Canadian furmers will be able to
supply a part of the abovo montioned immense market which
to-day is, so to speak, olosed to thom. A variety of beardiess
2-rowed barley, from Reading, Eogland, has been grown, this
sumwer, at the central farm, and succeeded well, yielding 50
bushels am sore, Another kind, sent by the Royai Agrioul.
tural Socicty of Denmark, which country exports a great deal
of barley to Eogland, has been eown at the Jodian Head farm,
Less in yield than the preceding sort, it excels it in weight
and quality,

Tn otder to thoroughly understand the bearing of this pro.
ceeding, we must bear in mind that the average prico of our
ordinary export borley has been, for the last ten years, 71 ots
the bushel ; while the average prico of malting barley in Bog-
{and, duriog the same period was $1.30. Allowing the extrome !
cost of the Atlantic voyage to be 12 cts. a bushcl, a balance 3
remains of 47 cts, a bushel as an cncouragement to us to open | 3
as soon a8 possible this new road to our agrionltural prosperity,

We remarked that one of the objeots assigned by Parlia.
ment to the experimeotal farms was the investigation of | 3§
questions belonging to the production of butler and cheese. | 4
This part of the programme has not beean neglected at the | =¥
central farm at Ottawa. A fuirly numerous herad already i 73
existe there, inoluding representatives of the principal breeds * 4
of cattle, and experiments are being made on their respeotive | §
properties as vegards the production of milk and of batcher's | 3
weat. Tho value of plants relatively to the quantity and | 3§
quality of milk is also the objeot of careful and methodical { 3§
¢nquiry. This summer, a silo has been built,, and 70 varie. | 38
ties of ensilage-corn have been grown, with a view to the dis -9
covery of the sort that yiclds tho best crop,and is at the same |
time tho best suited to the prodaction of milk, {

Again, for the advancement of the dairy-industry, numbers |
of trials are being made with different grasses, native as well i,
as foreign, for the sake of improving our artificial meadows
and cncouraging tho laying down of permanent pastures. An
cxperiment has been begunin growing crops for green-fodder b3
for covs in summer. It is intended that great attention shall F 38
be devoted in this divisior of the operations of the establish. | 28
ment,

B

.

1 shall not iosist on the services which the experimental | 8
farms are so olearly in a position to render us. Their uscful- {3
nesg, admitted as 1t is by all agronomes of to day, cannot be! 3
doubted by the cnlightened part of our farming population.

Still, one may doubt if our compatriots in general bave 33
taken a sufficiently caroest interest in the organisation and the 72
aim of an institution founded expressly for the advantage of i 22
their province. When we study the list of persons who hme} “
visited the central firm at Qttawa, who have been in commu:: ;
vication with the staff, or who have tried to take their part| 3
in the experiments carried on there, I confess with regret ;
that the names of farmers of the provinoe of Quebee do not
appear very frequently ia it. A

Our educated men, our men of influence, might do immense;] -
good by employing themselves, cach in his own sphere, io:
awakening the attention of their fellow-eitizens, and in excitiog
them to rival the zeal of the inhabitants of the other provinee [
in the study and observation of the work at the central farm. 13

Let us make no mistake : the agricaltural question sceks|§

(1) The Dow’s brewery of Montreal uses nuthing else, as long as
it can be bid; the Dawes' people of Lachine won't buy itl 1, agree 11§
with the former.



