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nursoryman suceeded in selling an immense number of bis i
planta, and, like the other, ho mado as many victims as ho s
had oustomers. The intrinsio qualities ofi is vines may have i
been excellent, but, net being adapted ta our climate, they s
perished miserably at the first attack of the frost. t

And, still, the vine is grown and capital wine is made in 2
climates as sovere as ours. The truth is, the wild-vino flou- s
risihes overywhere in our virgin forest. 'T'le illustrious Jacques 1
Cartier could not conceal his admiration at the siglht of the t
grapes growing on the Isle of Orleans, which ha, on that
account, named the Isle of Bacchus.

At the experimental farm, special attention is given to vine- u
growing. At present, 150 varieties of grapes are cultivated
experimentally, and it is proposed to add a great number of
other sorts. As soon as the practical value of any sort is set- o
tled, whether as regards the fabrication of wine, or as a simple t
dessert fruit, it will be distributed gratuitously among the I
farmers.

Especially are efforts being made ta improve the cultivation
of cercal crops. Since our summer is so short, it is of the
greatest importance that only the most precocious sorts should
bc grown.

The farm-director, making use of the consular agents of the
British empire, procured grain grown in elimates analogous or
even severer than our own. Thus, an 1887, a variety of wheat
grown near Lako Ladoga, an the north of Russia. was im
ported. The latitude of that place is 840 miles north of
Ottawa, and 600 miles north of Winnipeg. For three seasons.
this Ladoga wheat bas been grown at the central fartm and its
branches, as well as by a crowd of private persons, ta whom
satmples have been sent for the purpose of experiments, which,
up to to-day, prove that the Ladoga ripens, on an average,
ton davs earlier than our most precocious wheats, such as Red
Fife, White Russian, &o. This is one of the most important
operations. If, as everything goes to prove, this wheat be
definaitively introduced into our systein of cultivation, it will
render us such service that it alone will suffice to pay for the
whole expenditure incurred up ta the present time by our
experimental faras. A Scotch farmer, of Manitoba, told me
lat ly that a ton days earlier ripening wheat would have
the effect of doubling the ,rtainty of the harvest of that pro-
vince., and would, besides, render possible and profitable the
breaking up of millions upon millions of acres in the more
northern part of our territories.

The official statisties of the ministry of agriculture show
that the brewers of Great-Britain import annually from abroad
40,000,000 bushels of barley, in addition to what they buy
in tlcir own country Now, out of this immense quantity of
barley bought abroad, do you know how much fniadr sup-
plies ? The confession is almost beart.breakiug when one
thinks of the extent and fertility of our ,nd : wea only sent
ont, last yeas, the tsifling quantity of 1,600 bushels. (1)
Has-dly twa cas--loads 1

Considering the facilities of production we enjoy and our
oloselylinked commercial connections with the mother-country,
this faut is almost -.benomenal i Still, it is easily explained,
when we consider that wc do not cultivato the varieties of
barley which the English brewers-prefer. Brewing is carried
to perfection in England. Visit any part of the known world
and yon will find that English ales are valued and consum d
there. To the care taken in their manufacture is their rep- -
tation due. Now the selection of the barley is a part of this
care, and it plays a great part in the uality of' the malt.
English breweries use er:clusively 2-rowel barley.

The fara manager sent at once for samples of 2-rowed
barley,sclected from the sorts most in favour among maltsters,

il) To England, that is

n order te introduce its cultivation into the ountry.(1)These
elections have answered perfectly, ana from ail appearances
n a very short tine our Canadian farmers will be able te
upply a part of the abov mentioned immense market vhich
o-day is, so to speak, closed ta tham. A variety of beardless
2-rowed barley, from Reading, England, has been grown, this
umner, at the central fara, und succeeded well, yielding 50
bushels a acro. Another kind, sent by the Royal Agrinul.
ural Society of Denmark, which country exports a great deai
of barley ta England, bas been sown at the Indian Head farm.
Les in yield than the preceding sort, it excels it in weight
Lad quality.

In ot-der ta thoroughly understand the bearing of this pro.
weeding, we must bear in mind that the average prico of our
ordinary export barley bas been, for the last ton years, 71 ets
the basliel ; while the average price of malting barley in Eng.
and, during the same periad was 81.30. Allowing the extreme
ast of the Atlantie voyage to be 12 ets. a bushel, a balance
renains of 47 ets. a bushel as an eneouragement ta us to open
as soon as possible this new rond ta our agrieultural prosperity.

We remarked that one of the objects assigned by Parlia.
nent te the experimental farms was the investigation of
questions belonging Io the production of butter and cheese. !
This part of the programme has not been neglected at the 1
central farm at Ottawa. A fairly numerous hord already î
existq there, inoluding representatives of the principal breeds
of cattle, and experiments are being made on their respective
properties as regards the production of milk and of batcher's
meat. Tho value of plants relatively to the quantity and ,
quality of milk is also thc object of careful and methodicai
înquiry. This summer, a silo bas been built,, and 70 varie.
ties of ensilage-corn have been grown, with a view ta the dis.
covery of the sort thae yields3 the best crop,and is at the sane
time the best suited ta the production of milk.

Again, for the advancement of the dairy-industry, numbers
of trials arc being made with different grasses, native as weil
as foreign, for the sake of improving our artificial meadows
and encouraging the laying down of permanent pastures. An
experiment has been begun in growing crops for green-fodder
for cows in summer. It is intended that great attention shanl
be devoted in this division of the operations of the establish.
ment.

Iy.
1 shall not insist on the services which the experimental

farms are se clearly in a position to render us. Their useful.':
ness, admitted as it is by ail agronomes of ta day, cannot be
doubted by the enlightened part of Our farming population.

Still, one may doubt if our compatriots in general have
taken a sufficiently carnest interest in the organisation and the
aim of an institution founded expressly fbr the advantage of
their province. When we study the list of persons who haw j
visited the central frm at Ottawa, who have been in commu.
nication with the staff, or who have tried ta tako their part
in the experiments carried on thora, I confess with regret
that the names of farmers of the province of Quebec do no0
appear very frequently in it.

Our educated men, our men of influence, might do immense
good by employing themselves, each in bis own sphere, in
awakening the attention of their fellow-citizens, and in excit ing
them ta rival the zeal of the inhabitants of the other province
in the study and observation of the work at the central farm.

Lot us make no mistake : the agricultural question sceks

(1) The Dow's brewery of Montreal uses nothing else, as long as
it can be b id; the Dawes' people of Lachine won't buy it1 1, agre
with the former. A. R. J. F.
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