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The Catholie.

the provision of tho Gaol Act, as a reasonable
cause. ‘I'he clairman of that division says
the same thing : und he adds that it shall not
happen agan 5 whereby ‘1. N. 18 free of s
chapal, his chaplain, and Ins heretics, and has
only for conscience sake sufferet! “peine dure
et forte’ for 122 hours,

Mr. Pigou concludes with this exclamati-
on—* Had any Catholic priest so couducted
lumselt’ to any two 'etters of the a'pliahet as
the Folkinghmn chaplain persecuted 'T. N,
what a clamot had ansen, what a calling ot
names, w hat Babylons invoked what an artaory
el mvective.”

T ———— o —

SECRECYOF CONFESSION.

We extract from the Londog Times of the
Ith w'ime, an interesting orticle on the
of'n Protestant Mrmister to decline giving tes-
t'mony as to matters revealed to him in con-

—-

.

long habits of crime, from sickness, and
{rum terror, unable to support or guide it-
solf, yet crying in despair, we will not say
for consolation, but for help.  Nor does it
appear legs vertain that only upon the un-
reserved cammunication of that which lies
so heavily upon the heact can that help be
crendered wah wisdom and eflicncy,
, watld be, indeed, hard to believe that at
vsuch a moment, when, if ever man 2ould
s pronounce on the eternal prospects of his
"fellowscreature, he would say they were
: hanging on athread, the Enalish Law jnter
Heres to cucch the burstivg confidence, anl
‘lhro“‘ back e crmiinal into @ surly und

tion for his temporal safety. Intho progrese!who embrace Millerism; on the contrary,
of civilization in the sume ratio toabjure |they are those whuse character for reflection
any similar regard for his eternnl welfur 7]19 b no meany high, and whose J‘,"‘g',“"" are
orf weak in proportion as their imaginations are

what 7 Of the advantage which it would strong. It 1 o fact, howevor, that not a fer

. . X rsons of respectable character, and "well

reap in the pursuit of crime by a kno\v-‘om" the world,” us we say hercabouts, have
ledge of the sabstance of these confessions.  pbraced the dectrue ; the magority, a8 far
Andy 1t it he soy it is the Ieast of two eyils. as U can judge, aranot of this class, but prin-
But this is not, or scarcely, the case, You | cipally well meaning, credulons persons, of
camot avail yourself for jud:cial purposes sl property, living in remote neighbour-
of this spirial confidence without destroy. howle. Tenclese youa discourse or argument
ing the confidence jtsolf,  The cln;npluillwubhsmd at an'ton, \‘vlnch has bccnf widely
ofu g ol (to pursue our illustration ) m;uy“cnm,wd ulbnuz in this quarter, proving 't}‘m
. . 77 the world is connnge to an end m 1843, ‘Fle

be made an cvidence in a court of justice suthor, Jostiah Leith, has made a great etic n
or he may be made the comforter and de+ qlyg quarter; butto u sober mind lus argu.

But it is said justice is defrauded.

Jession, inaccordance with the prescription of’! hardenca obstnacy, or, at least, ino dry
the Bagtish Book of Common Prayer. The ld measured halteconfidenso, by tellng
case which he brings by way of )lustration 12§ hinv tnat all that be  divulges may—nay,
precieely such as actualy ocenrred  when jaust—will be compelled 1o come forth as

pository of the prisaners' lo «led conscien-

ments are so utterly ridiculous, as not 20 me

[P,

ces. He cannot be both,  Make him en |rit refutation,  fndeed, it is only by dint o
accredited spy; and sou harden the heart]excitement and loud talk that any attention i
of the prisoner against im at once—before fgnincd tor such doctrines, for the Press ceems

Call was visited by De. Anthon.  Not only
should the Manster be permntted to dechine
revealing anything confide *4 him in such
crcumsiances, but the olilga:” m of secrecy
seems  naturally dmplied.  1n the Catholic
Church the secrecy of sncramental confession
18 altogether inviolable.~Cataviic Herald.

* Many persons have probubly observed
the frightful case of mianticude which was re-
ported in our paper a few days back. A
woaman of the name of Faances Busserr
bemyr dangerously ill, aud as she supposed at

the puint ot death, confess:d in Ler agony to

her own sister, to a pohiceman nawed [Pow.
ek, aad to the clergyman of the panish, that
ske had murdered successively no less than
six slegnenate childeen, the otfzpring of an
pucit counexion with a man nwaed Yarsp,

and with hm buried them ma place whieh
she pomted ont.  Search was made, and the

~'eletons of six infants found ; but the woman
recovered, and now wishes 1o disclann her
contersiont. She and Yare are in custody.
and the case kas been ouce brou_lit beiwe a
coronec’s wquest, which was adpuraed o
Wednesday, the 9t (vesterday ). and of winch
we shall probably soen have to communicate
the result.

We obsesve-upon tins case not for s at-
rocity, which rather repels remark, but be.
cause a curiouz and bnportant point of Kng-
lish iaw sems bkely to be pyced by », whch
has not yet received a defimtive judicial decie
son.  The clergemon having deposed to the
abme effeet, retused to proceed bevond this
statement, alleging that all further commuani-
cattons were made to him supply in his sp-
ritual capacity, and were therefore mviolable.

‘'he coroner after some efforts to overpersuade .

dagn, ot the matter as it stood;” but it
mmst almest mevitab’y be re opened, and cer-

1a:nly presents s with @ qaestion of very grve

intenest,

We cacpect the edicta of laes will,
amidst sume varianee, be fonnd ttead o
the conclusion that such eviderce, tiv ugh
4 may be admitled i acourt of jus o (for
aven this quesaon has buea raised), catinn

evidence, not only against hig own hife,bu
agtinst all those necessarily implicated by
his disclasmies.

|

v Lt us take the casa of & convicted, but
unconfessing felon, What are his relations
to the luw T The civil rule has vielded 1o
the terrble necessity =-more terrible as the
auilt which demands it is more atrorivus—
of capual punishment,  He isrighte The
law of Gon, and the order of nature, fix
“on him that responsibility.  But a respon-
sibility it is to qut short a career of crime
“with short time for repentance 3 and to o
mit any means of mitigaiing that respor

sthiigtye—of readering  efivctual that shon
te which alotic can br conceded, is guilt
Under tlns obrigation, what does the siate
da ? 11 seads 1o the crimingd a minister
of relizion It places in the hauds of thu
winistor o honk of religion, sanctioned by
and cobodicd inits own laws, in which i
bids him **move sick peesons,® and not
less wrgently one would think men appein-
ed 1o die, ** 10 make sperial confession of
their sins, if they ferl their conscience trou-
Licd with any weighty matler.”  Can it
be supjosed that sactety interferes in the
last mement of this man, sacuficed by it
self and for its ewn good, to harden Lis
heart und cluse his mouth—to nulify the
neeessarily wadequate provision which it
selt b miade for his spiriioal good, by tel-
hng him that those provisions are a trap,
that he must not expect to discharge his
"mind unless he is prepared also to hang alf
his cumpamons in crime ?

Contiast with 1his the respest with which
the Taw views all previous communications
beteeen the same eriminal and his attor-
ney.  Allthat ictercourse which tovk place
i order to his ctleciual defence is invest.
cd with a val of mviolable secreey.  The
rconfidestial information necessary for the

or ought not to be compelled ; and certain- ,conduct of his trial,—nccessary, that is (if

‘y the reasons for this st conclusion are
the most weizhty Kind.
Few persons deny that the earnest cler-

avaren hasa place 1 a Chrstian country |

Few persons doobt that that place is nos
e preservition of properiy, not the pun-

ishent of guilt; not the administration

"" hie be guilty,) in order to evade his rightes

, ous statence, not only cannot be extorted
;l'rom the Jawyer to whom it is confided,
but s actually, it proffered, iaadmissidle
(it cvadence against himsel’ or any one
yeise. A privilege, useless ia all cases to
the 1mnocent, is carefully secured to the

. . ' . . . \ - 1]
ot jastice, iut simple snd direetly tis,— gudlty, lest he should be unadle to defeat
tiie salvatan of those souls which ke finds| ¢he Taw 3 but would be denied to him, on
thrown up mn his charge.  In this work his | pretence of assisting the law, when imper-
minatrations can scarcely be called for anvely demanded inaid of his higher, and

more imperatively than in such a caso us | ., Tt is said
the present—mn thecase of the deeply goil. | 10 vnly remaining, interests. It is sa)
ty, terrified, almost despairing, criminal— | te be the progress of civilization which se-

«ia the case of a mind from ignorance, from! cures to the eriminal this 1endes considera.

.and he is at present engaged in drawing ont

his trin! for his own sake, both before and
after trial for the s-ke of others, You
gain nothiog far yourself, you only silence
him.  No feeling abides so stubbornly in
the hearts of such wen as o mistaken fi-
delty to theiz companions,  This—the
better part, perhaps, of their nature—you
at once nlarm and rouse against yourself,
and by it biock up every opening to re-
liance and sympuhy.  You crush what
you wish to gain—and morc-—you cast a-
way what, in i measare, perhaps, you
might Gave gained by gentlee methods.

Allow the heart of the criminal to soften
itselt 3 dw not hasten to take ndvantuge of

Ahe first gwshings of a guilty conscieren ;

guve lnny the fullest aecess w that guidance
which he needs wohout greedily snniching
from him the mastery of his secrets; let
him fearn bis duty—the duty of making
such smisfuetion as is siill in bis power to
the lay of his country, but leave him still
s discietion in making it—and you will
probibly gain moare—yon cannot possibly
gam less—=from his voluntary avd deliber-
are confessions than vou conld otherwise
extlo
despivr,
This is no place for any legal discussion
of the question. W liave merely attempe
ted to argue it on those grounds of human-
iy, religton, and expediency, which are
levei to any agpichenston, and we believe
that the: conddusion which we base on these
comviderativns issuch as to command the
acquivsceate of any Cluistian nation,

MILTLEZESYS.

1o tie Editor of the MoxyrEat TraxserteT,

Sir,—1 have on saveral occasions observed
m your paper, allusions to the doctrines of
Millerism ; but I beheve the public are not
sufficiently aware of its consequences as prac-
tieally exlubited by those who have embraced
these doctrmes.  The eateat to whict the de-
lusion  as eprecd thraughout this County,
would astonih aay wlo was nut anare how
very cary it is for wondenng pereons to inpose
upon tha co rumty, by carnest appeals to
thenr feehngs and nnaginations, and by confi.

dent asss2rtions.  “I'hroughout Stanstead the

mana has been generally epread, as also
through the adjoimng Townships of Barston
and Hatley., !believe it hasnot spread much
in other parts of the District, eacept about
Melbourne, where st issaud thatnota few have
embraced it. At Sherbrooke, and inthe neigh-
bourhood, only one persch has been converted,

timber to build & blacksmitl’s shop in the
spring, €0 that he probably 18 not very well
convinced of the world's cennng to an end in
April next,

You will readily imogine that the most in-
telligent part of the community are not  those

v extract fiomy his indiscretion or‘

sand then down ¢he catae m ber anony of sov §

ito destroy all their efiect nud open the eyes of
'the people.

But to show the cffects of the doctrines
I may mention a few instances of persons,
whose names will be given it required.  One
man,named W., a blackemith, had sold out
and was to be paid next fall, but took one
half of the st an hand, has given over work,
goes about attending Mitler micetings, hig wife
hos gone home to her triends, und the poo:
matt is now a firm believer in the *‘great cn-
sis.”  Another man, named M¥sstx, Jad 3
revelation that hic was to marry a girl who he
thad Leen trying to get for some twelve months,
but who had refused him, »ud was engaged to
another.  She seems to have had a like reve-
lntion, and in 48 hours they were marned
Atiother man had o sundac revelation, but b -
dearly beloved partuer and sister has had no
correspondinz reve'ation, as vet, so the mat
ter is postponed  Others have carried ther
dangerous absurdities +o far as to pretend to
have bad revelanons that other men's wires
wers tobe gaen inlo their power ' ! Itis well
s known that others have given over work, and
‘:lrc now runutng about xmcudmg meetings,
wiich ar bdd alimest niglitly, sometimes ! -
after midmght, .

1t is ampossible to exaggerate theabsurd ?;
practices at the mectings, especially what 1 §-
called strugmung for sumers, orin plain terns &
throwing thenselves on thie floor, casting thei P
larms about hke w acs, claj pig their hands,
and shricking at the top of'their voices, “Ifo. -
sanng,” ** Come Josus,"nnd many other such
phrases. At a place sune <4 nnles trom Stan.
stead Plan, an ate apt was made to shant the
devil out of a resjectable man in the neigh
tborhoad. ‘The eetiug lasted till 2 o’clocs ..
{in the mormng—the duor was opened and the
nnvisible spant shot 2, and, as 1t were, chast:
bout with motows and s'gns, and thas th
excitement s kept up from night to night.—
“Losig their strengih” 1 another of the tas. ¢
tics resorted to==iui'ir e down as 3t were m2
LHiv s sometioes the-vourg tadies will acerdent
~ally {2l mto the anns ot n favoured swam, ne . *
jar off; who of course soliciteusly watches o
the fuir devotee.  Oac uld lndy n this guarter.
wag observed quictly malang  preparatioss
Hor a fall, by tahing off her bonnet and foldis]
her shawd 8o as to wahe a pillow for her head §:
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vr the fmpenpient.  Singing is an essents -

vpart of the oxercises ;5 the wosy vopular fine

aze the Twdmving, whicls are suug a score v
,Lumee in suceson

T believe it= T beliess it :

1 believe it just now.”

Ard also the foliowing very beautiful a
rexpressive lines :

“1'm on the island, i’m on theisland;
i Isn'tit strange? Isn't it strange.” .

It is necéloss to muluply examples. 1in
strange, 1t 1s astonishing, that men should be
g0 casily duped : but the absurd system ¢
“Revelations™ bids fairto open the cyes of the
well meanmg und sincere persons, who hart
embraced thewr doctrines.  In the mean tune
we are on the look.out to see how vour city
will treat the new doctrine, as it is said that é’
two Reverend Gentlemen from the South were
going 1 to convert the unbelieving worldings
who attend to their busincss as if the worlé
had not more than five months to live.

T am yeurs, &ec. S
Stanstead, 15 Dec, 1612,
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