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DRACONS COURTS. - A ,/c--

Wo re o 1v0r eft1is nmo.Wo would prcfer that the only Congregational
Court slieuid continlue as of 01(1 te bc the Session, nnd that the Deac*ons tsliouild

ludu ti ~snder -ibis designation. Biut the name lias become cuirren, and an
organization lins beau generally adopted uinder it in the revived ?roshyierianism
of tiie Frc Ohurcli, andi te is nov ne help for us but ta nocept of il as upon
the %vhonle the rnost convenient and the bout. Thero is, we allow, semao diffieuhty
in settling this pat of our stibject. Wu havo very litie dirett Scripture te

tide us iu regard te iL., and must, for the mnost part, bo satisfled with infiiranees
frorn the particulars which describe tisa cisaracter and work of the Doee'i, as
te tlio kind of erganization by which Ibhis work is te bo done. Ancient fligtory
gOves us vory little liglit on this topie. WVa only kîîow on tis a uthoriîy of the
swariiest historians, tlint thora woe Dencens in ail tho Churre'is, and inht they
lind nt flrst, ani even so late aq the time of St. Cy prian, the management and
dinuribution of the Church's proporty. Whothier this was ini conjunctien with
the other Offleer5 of the cougregaîieu, or whcther they iîd separate cannele for
tho cnidoration of the affairs entruatet to thom, we have no certajin knowledge.
Comrnenly thora wero but savon Dacns-the number chosen nt Jerusaiem-
iii ruy city or district. tfenco it frequently happoed that thora Nvus but oue
Deacon te eachi congregation, or somietirnes oe oniy for twe or more congrega-
diens. This gave ise teo the order of Sub-Dencens, as the assistants of the
oni9inal seven, andi te, these sevon being designated by the title of Arcli-dzacon.
Tis muei we kriew.

rin tisa fourt.h century or thoeaborits down te the sixteenth, t'ha deacon-
ship was aitogethar perverted. It becamo an Order and a ministry in the
spiritua.l service ef the O3hurcis, occupying-as it dees now in the Épiscopal
Churchi-ruch the same place as tisa probationor wvith us.

It is oniy when sve cerne to Reforasation times, that history affords us any
light on the question ; and haro we hava rnuch that is satisfactory to guide us,
and rny coufirmations of thse VIet e x pre in our proviens article.

As regards tise Lu'therau Churcis, we have ne precise inferîtiation. Its repre-
sentative lu the United States bas for its lowest judicatory a Ohureh Cauncil,
eonsisting of Paster, Eiders, and Deacous, eue of the functions of which ie
the suparintendanceocf the temporal concerna of the Churcli, of whicb,
se fat as we can galber, the Deacons appear te have the executive ad-
mninistration.

In the early Frenchi Churcis, we finti a constitution of things very similàr fô
1bis, and froni which this, wve appreh.end, bas beau L=oresed. A good examiple
of tha Freneis Presbyterian system as regards Deacous ruay ha found in thse
Constitution of the Dutch Reformed Churcli of America lu tbis Churcli, lhe
lowest Court is thse Consistory, composeti ci Minister or Ministers, Eiders, and
Deacns-it cotresponds te eur Session. Thse Elders with thea Ministers of thea
Word, it lu, howéer, noteti "lconstitute what in tise origicial.. Article of (Jiurcli
WGovrnmpnt (Canons, Synod of Dort, 1618,) is properly ealled the Consistory.
"LBut as thea Deacous'in America hava always, where thse coegegatiens were nt

obrtainet, arall been j*oined with thse Eiders ; aud wheroever éliats have bean
obtaned par atidUiarly named as forrning with theni one Consiaiterye On

tbis account, i l was thouglit neessary, te define their joint aud respective pôw-
Ers, juast as is proposeti te, ha doua in tise Overfura now before our Syne.d. In
this defluition by thse Duteis Church il is said, 4'That from theç forxn cf their Or-
« dination, it is évident, tisaI tô tise 'Efders toga ther witis tËse ?Ministet à of tuàe
IlWord id cominittedti he spiritual' government; cf tise -dh&ch ; 'w-hilo tô !hé


