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DEACONS OOURTS. * 7, & /g;,,,,,',,qé, ‘

Wo are no lnovers of this name.  Wo would prefer that the only Congregational
Court should continue as of old to be the Session, and that the Deacons should
bo u. .uded uoder this designation. But the namo has become curront, and an
organization has been gencrally adopted under it in tho ravived Prosbyterianism
of tho Froe Church, and thero is now no help for us but to accept of it as upon
the wholo the most convenient and tho best.  Thero is, wo allow, some difficulty
in settling this part of our subject. Wo have very little direct Seripture to

uide us in regard to it, and must, for tho most part, be satisfied with inferences

tom the particulars which describe the character and work of the Dencon, s

to the kind of organization by which this work is to bo done. Ancient History
gives us very little light on this topic. 'Wo only know on the authority of the
carliest historians, that there wore Deacons in all tha Churches, and that they
 had at first, and even so latoas the time of St. Cyprian, tho mavagement and
distribution of the Churchs property. Whether this was in conjunction with
the other Officers of the congregation, or whether they had separate councils for
tho consideration of tho affairs entrusted to them, wo have no certain knowledge.
Commonly there wero but seven Deacons—the number chosen at Jerusalem—
it nny city or district. Henco it frequently happened that thers was but one
Dencon to each congregation, or sometimes ono only for two or more congrega-
tions. This gave rise to tho order of Sub-Deacons, as the assistants of the
original seven, and to theso seven being designated by the title of Arch-daacon.
This much we know.

From tho fourth century or thereabouts down to the sixteenth, the deacon-
ship was altogether perverted. It becamo an Order and a ministry in the
spiritual sorvice of the Churck, occupying—as it does now in the Ipiscopal
Church—much the same place as the probationer with us,

It is only when we come to Reformation times, that history affords us any
light on the question ; and here we have much that is satisfactory to guide us,
and many coufirmations of the views exEressed in our previous article.

As regards the Lutheran Church, we have no precise informdtion. Tts repre-
sentative in the United States has for its lowest judicatory a Church Council,
cousisting of Pastor, Flders, and Deacons, one of the fanctions of which is
the superintendence of the temporal concerns of the Church, of which,
% far as we can gather, the Deacons appear to bhave the executive ad-
ministration. "

In the early French Church, we find n constitution of things very similar to
this, and from which this, we apprehend, has been torrowed. A good example
of the French Presbyterian system as regards Deacons may be found in the
Constitution of the Dutch Reformed Church of America. In this Church, the
lowest Court is the Consistory, composed ¢f Ministér or Ministers, Elders, and
Deacons—it cotresponds to our Session. The Elders with the Ministers of the
Word, it is, however, noted “ constitute what in the original. Article of Church
“Government (Canons, Synod of Dort, 1618,) is properly called the Consistory.
“But as the Deacons in America have always, where the congregations were at
“first very small, been joined with the Elders ; and wherever ¢hatters have been
“obtained, are parti¢ularly named as forming with them one Consistory” On
this account, it was thonght necessary, to define their joint and respective pow-
ers, just as is proposed to be done in the Qverture now before our Synod. In
this definition by thie Dutch Church it is said, “That from the form of their Or-
“dination, it is evident, that to the Elders together with the Ministers of the
“Word is committed thie spiritual govérnment of the Chiirch; while' t6 the



