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infancy, iiot beiîig doescenideti froin Jeivisli lmarcaît8 but none concluded fron,
thience thiat ndmit ago vais the proper timue or t1uit inifant circuuancision faitn-
proper. Sec Jo.lî. v. 7.

Aduit baptisiil is adîîisiblu in the s.-ile cases, but it dIOS nt1 apcr t1lnt any
person iho spraaiig frouiCrsta anuq a baptizetii lulmt yeair. by tlto

Aposl(.M, lle of ilili s ovios .Cliistniipar'ents %vea'e nlot less dis-
posed to etaini God's promise for iuir seefi, thali Old Testameont betlieveri, but

eosdrdtthir jifimts eniffled to thiq ordimatîce ; liocec -mdumlt b:îptism ivas
(amad oîmglat tu bé) aascd exc!Iusivl.lly for losielytes to Clîrisliamîity ider flio New
Testamnitt ais adult irIucsoiw fo, proselytes to Juidmisima iader tlie Old
'restanaacît, coiupuare the inîstitutionî, iid it, varitcty or colusequii icîisacs
Gema. xvii. 9, 23, 2-7.

Wae have ofienl ben told iant saviiuîg failli inamst lirecdo wuator bapti.-anl ; blit
on wlmat atliority sucl a il assertion rcsts -Ilkocw iîot, lis 1 c"llilot find it iu
Scripturo; l'or tlue imtxnost ruquitiitioa magie by thmo Aîaostles iras n ail oleg
nient that Jesuis ias tlle Messiahu, amuil tuaiit 0'atdo11Y to aduit pesn io as
.Jcws or' Ileatheauls liat deînied himui.

It illust bo adanitted, that the IIoly Spirit baptizes.iiifiutsL, withi ]lis eceansimg
grace or tlicy could r.ot be an itfd'o flic pure Society of tuie gloriied fainily
above; and Nvlbere is the Ciarisiaiî wlio, -%t.hî lais Bible in lais lianîd, îvouid doom,
die ivlîole mulititude of dying infhants to perdition, as therefore tie atocment of
Chirist provades fuit satisfaction for thecir original guilt, anmd the ly Spirit
baptizes tlaem, itia Iiis influence, tiacre mnust be a Manifest îneoiisistency in re-
fising tlacan Uic ellbleml of %vater baptisual.

There is no truth in the %vhole range of thieology more plajin to, nie tlian that
thec initiating ordîincc of the Chur-cli of God iii ail ages bclommgs to infants, and
in whatcver foran or inanner tiat ordiance is adminîstercl, ith proper subjoots
Mîust continlue tlie saine antîl- thley arc excluded by thec saille authority wh.ich
appointed ticn, auîd I de atot kaaow of oue sentence in the sacred voliune îvhiel

sugstssch anl exclusion, or inlbtates inî tlue Jut degtrec agaimîst tUao practice
Of barizt.i.n infants. On flic contrary it appears to une obvionis tiiiit God lias
coinian Ce( , tmat ]lis people Should dedicate their infant sef to lîim by an
ordinance of lais owîi aaipoiliting, and lins iiever revolzed that comniand, also
tiant the ordanlance lic applloilnted for tiait parjuiose is tue very sainu in Spirit and
des.iga ider botla tuie Old and New Testamient <iispeiisatioîas : 0 tint iL is sur-

àrsii izhlouid ever liave beetia asubject of cotitroversy. Shiald it be objccted
thiat infanits Cannot uni(c3stand Ui th r of a divine ordiauce, and therefore
oîiglîit not to paîrtinilpate in it, such an obj1, ction ainoiLto a il impeacicîent of
divine îvisdoîin, auad sets divine aunthority ait deflance ; for inîfanîts could no more
aanderstand the nature of thîis ordiiîanee wlu îî God gave fiin a riglit to iL under
flic Old Testanîcaît f01122 diaa t.hiey eau now. Thacre are indeed several portions
ini the Newr Testaincaît wilai (by a pceveted interpretatioa) have becoine
sti.uiibliîg blocks to youing Ohîristiaus., and appear to, support flic contracted.
systemin whichi reets boîla tlac proper subjects aand mnode of baptisanl. The bap-

ini of Christ by Jolita is luioughit orrdini Liis way, but îot flic Simado IV of
evidence is found, citiier- tjait Jesuis waas ianauiersed, or that lic aiýbr-ogated the
divine coniiiaid relative 10 flie ordiiaice, but on the colatrary lus express
designi vais (to use his owaî words) Il to fauifil ail rigliteousiae-sg," tiat is to finish
and close up Johan's iiaîinistry -%ith lais divinîe sanction.

'l'lie Apostle's phra-ýseulogye is also aniong tuie coîninoîîly perverted texts on
this subjeet, Il Buaied W'itla liîîiii ba î. Noir tlais expression eau haive no
refèece to ivater baiptisiai, but points exclusively to the baptisai of the Holy
Gliost, whvlîi sepaaates us froin flie %voil ais those îvlîo are dead to it. But
even if it did r-efiw- to water baiptisîn it sliotild be obser-vef thiat the liedeemer


