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Christinnity, or such as cither lu thecir oivntiaturo or in the ituanuer of publibh.
ing tiiem, are destructive ýo the extern.ul praro nnd ordor of tho Ch1urchi-such
pOrjotIR may, notwitlastànding tlitir lyrctenco of iiIborty of conscienice, bo lirocoedled
sigairist by tho Clitirch nuud tho ingistîate. Tito mieiinintr of this clause will
therefore bc thiat aii!loiie doing the tlîings specified slial net., on te pieu of
conscien ce, bo l)crlntted Vo escape the Pust censure of the Cli urchi for thesoe theoir
sins, or the just punislituint of te ci% il liower for ili.ço tltoir crimes. Tite oh.
ject of titis clause is evýidcntly- Vo guiard iiboâty of conscieneofrom abusge, 10 repel,
the objection fliat il pormits iaios cenw cithoer iu inatters ruligous or civil;
and se faîr as the genorai doctrineo which it etubodiùs is concerned, the jiudgimcnt
of our day is ut oîée withi titatf te WVestmiinster divines. But w eà con.
strained te ohject to te ,pecicaC.oils of civil offences wlîiul tho clause contains,
evon with Dr. iMcCrioýs explanation, and %vouid raLlier geuertîlise Mt partîctilars
iito .ýucli a form of express-ion as that ilîey inay ho consistent ivitit tho presont,
universitlly ,lcccpted views of civil and reigious liberty. WCo cannnt in tiiest
days admit thut any cluss.et portions tmay or ouglit, to bo piiiislîedl by the civil
povcr fur ptiblisingi£ opinions or nxaint:îintilg practice% Ainiply becauso tiîey at
what may bu demied "1contrary bo the kniowu, principles of Christiasmityv, whe.
ther concerning faith, ivorsbip, or coiivzrsatioli, or to lite power of godlinessY
Neithier cati wc snuctiou a liw that wotild subjeet any clasq of persons t.o puniish.
lbetît for opinions or practices puiblishied 'or inaintained whiclî niit ho tliotught
"ldestructive of tlic oxternal ponce and order -%vliiehi Christ bath establisited in
the Clitnreli." Vie do net understand te Confession to use tîteso torms in Any
scusoe that wvould requiiro tii, or thiat cotild be regnrded as snnctioning persecu.
tieti for conscience sake. In ',ur resolutions of 1854 ive soloinnly deulare tat
WC "&d(o not understand te passages relatirig to the duty of the civil mnagistrate
as tenching or sanctioning the peOrs9eution of individuals for conscience sako;
jrinciples which the Synod lieartily tlisct.irn," &ce. Wo would, therefore, as we

avsi, ratier generalise teo pat ticulars of thîs clauise, and say that they sim-
piy mieiiii timat persons (ngte things êpecified, even on te plea of liberty ef
colistieitcc, expose tltemstlveosb tîte censure of the Churchi, and if in the do'ing
of, theni Lhey distueb te pouce and good order of society, or invade the libertitq
of the Chlurch,.they further expose tltemnselves te civil pains and penalties If
auy eue says titat the clauise in question menus more titan titis, or tuat
it sanctions coinpulsory or persectu:ing and intolerant prtinciple-s iu religion, thon
ive say, tlint not only do we not acept it in that senise, but ive repudinte such
au interpritition of its tarins.

>Bixt, linvîng ecared our way tltroughi titis ratdter diffleuit pasge of the Con.
fession, and seen whait it is uinderstoodl te teacli, vie find titat it says nothing
-%bout the civil înagistratc's duty iu relation te the Word of God. It treats
certain actions and formns of actions as crirncs ; titat is, as destructive ef the
goed order of civil seciety ; and on this grouud it declares tîtat the persens
guiity Ôof them may bo punished by tho civil magistraLe. Now, titere is nothitig
iu tItis open te debate. Both, parties acknowledgo that crimes or violations ot
public law or right *lie tvithin te propor jiirisdiction of Lte civil magistrats;
and Vitat tee net becatise tbey are sins against Ged, but becatise, wvhatevcr eIte
they may be, tliey are sins acainst civil society. WCe have tîterefore, se far,
found notlîing in the Confesion tliat dircetly hears ipon te duty of th bcivil

e gîtrafè iii his officiai, capacity Vo recognise te obligations of te reveaied
Wrid of God.

* *We turn now te te 23rd cli.ipter ef the Coîîtission. flore vie fini it repre-
sented that Il ed, te Suipreine Lord antd Kintg of ali te *World, bath ordaiued
civil magistraLes te o bandeir hMan over te people." Thtis is in terins of that
Scripture whicli saj s "'lie peviers tat be are ordained ef God." Titis article,


