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The Christmnas Tree
W. T. Macoun, Dominion Horticulturist, Ottawa, Ont.

vlE~''rildren harve h)egutn t(.JA îlitink of Christimuas, amnd in thost'Canaidianl hnmmws liîe Christ-
Mas trec fins beconie part of tlie annmal
celebration of this crc:m:t c'Iiilrcn's day,

ippy nirnmcries, o past exCiteinCflt over
rees kaden vili irnknown :,nd unexpeci..

guifs crowd Ille voittliftil inid, while
tthe Sa ne tinte il tries Io pictitre thec

ree as il viii look thiis vea:r and then
unis the days untl tic great event

-Ml take Place. Whiie ihle Chiristmas
rec is issociatcd ivith th:mt season of the
car at %vhich wc commemorate tic birth
f Christ, it lias ronout of a hecathen
ustom. In early times, many centuries
go, certain trees werc dcdicatcd to a
iîy. Liter, wvorshippers of this dIcity
id tmcir gifts under these trecs as offer-
gs. The time wlicn such gifts wvert
ade %vas, liowevcr, in the spring.
The Christians of Norillcrn Europe

naliy -idopîctd this heathien custom, but
. sonie changes. They broughit the

es int tlicir nwn hontes, or int.a pubi-
building<, placing gifts îrnder tllem

r fricnds or for needy persons, andi
Iding time celebration; on Chrisirnas

ve. Thte custon- sprcad front Gcrm-.ny
England, xvith sliit changes, orne be-
Cthat Ille celebrait;on iq usuaUily on

Chîrismaî:s D;mv in Emîgfland. In Canada,
-i im time Umicd States, limerc arc
peop>île of mîi.tumx vationaiities, and Ille
I(e:limck (if cleccortting the trecs and dis-

piemmsimmg the gift% vmry considerably.
Iî is ,lot kznoiwn lio%' mrnn trees ire

mr, ir n Cart.icn:ma v;mclî year for Christ-
ilias luis ht îlwe nimber iq vcry large.
Ili Ille VUnited S1att..; it is estiniited thial
ahotit toumr imillioni re ti-c re required an-
nu:mlly. Of this cnormtoms number of
treC's, of %vhu-l 111.11V conie from Canada,
mmany, titifort -mmitei, e cl ii i t due
reg~ard in tihe cffert surii wlimoesale de-
stlruction mu:mv hie on the future supply
of linbr in thPose dIlstricts where the
triee- ;ire ritt. A% nst people are wviil-
in.- In pa% for trees, and tic customn îi so,

irmiffl ronîed in thiis cotntry, tres xvili,
nn doubt, in tinie bc groivii in large
nunilers esperiallv for Clirkîmlns when
tliey ran nn longier lx- obtaincd in the
foresis. Ncwv reguis:mtiomîs in regard to
ever.crecnis shipped fromt Eastern Can-
ada ino the Umuhcd Statles require an in-
spection ni the trces for injuirinuis insccts
lxfcre t11mev re pernîîittel Iin enter, iviichi
rnay bce linrans of prevcnting the e.\-
port of as large a number in futuire from
Canadat. Tt i- surprmsing tvhat efforts
lx'offle %vlliii :tlc. in ohtain Cliristmas%ý

trees. Ne;mrly cvcrv vear several fille
e*vergr(ens are cul: down ait the Central
Experinetmil 1Farni and rernoved under
cover of niglit VVc can scarcciy believe
that thesçe trves arc takzen bv tliose ivlo
aire going to uise t hem. Tt is more likeiv
that it is tinscrrtmptlots pcrsone \who takeý
theun 1In sel them.

The Balsa mn Fir is perliaps tige most
popular trc in Eastern Canada for a
Cliristnias trce. lis branches bear the
weighit of prescntýs very %veli and the
leaves do not lail off wl'ien îliev become
drv, wvhichi i time case witli Il spruces.
The \X'hute Spruce makes a very good
trce. Tt h:s miany smnaii, stout branches,
whichi make it particularly useful. Tite
XZortvav Sprtice, whle not as attractive
in co!or, is a very rapid grower and
monre graeftml, and no doubt: will bc
growm. *n incre.-s".ng ntmi.bers in the fui-
tire, espcalv for Chiristmas trees. For
lXVesîern C:inada the Douglas Fir is per-
iap.% the hest trc. Tt is vcry gracclul

:mid Ille branches are sufflicintly strong
in make it lîcar ils load wel. Pincs arc
imscî wherc Firs and Spruces cannot bc
obtained.

hi zah-es (romi trelve to ffteen years
for a tret to groiv ic the <ize desiredl for
the average lionle if r:isecl frontl scd,
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