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TOPICS FOR THE WEEK

AN OPPORTUNITY.

FARMING s in a better position tu-day than it has ever
Leen to solicit the patronage and to conmunand the respect of
the farmers of this Dominion. It s the only weckly farm
paper published in Canada, and 1t 1s also the unly one which
is purely agnicuhural 1 its scape, and entirely devoted to
the agricuhiural interests and industries of the country. It
contains nn extraneous matter, but 1s, from heginning to
end, a practical farmers’ paper. It should, therefure, re
ceive, and it has recened, the heany and luyal support of a
very large number of those engaged 1n agnenltutal pursats,
It has, in fact, become the most popular paper of ts class
i Canada.  This fact makes at pussiliiz for us 1o offer to oue
subscription agonts inuucements which enables them to make
excellent profits.  Wherever we have nu agents we want one.
Bat we do not want any who are not willing to put hear
whole encrgy and ability into the wotk, and whe are wut
prepared to deal honestly and fairly with us and with the
farmers. We want aclive agents st every county in the
Duminion, and eaclusive terntury wall be gaven to those who
can furnish us with evidence of their atality and integny,
aml whu are willing to give thewr whole ume tv the wourk.
There is no reasun why any goud caavasses should nut make
frem $2 to $3 a day, and that permanent empluyment should
nut be the result of thar efforts. Ve are tn nced of good
men and wumen for tlus work, and will pay them hberally.
To the ten most successful agents who will give tlus work a
tnal trum nuw o the 1st September, and who prove then
alility to du it sausfactonily, we will guaranice employment
for the winter.  Wate prompily for terms, and send letters
f recummendativn and copies of testumonials 1o 1he Bryanu
Pre.s, 44 46 Richmond Strect West, Turunta, Qut.

Agricultural News and Comments.

Weeds are getting trouhlesome in Mamitoba and
the Northwest. Mr. Charles Brathwaite, Pro-
vincial Weed Inspector fur Manitoba, states that
unless the Government of the Terntones takes
ywnmediate actior. ) destroy the weeds i the
eastern and southern part of Assuuboa the
tumbling mustard will poson the whole Souris
Dhstnct.  The mustard seed scatter so quickly in
the open praine country that it 1s very hard to
keep the weeds in check.

A movement 1s on foot 10 establish a creamery
at or near the town of Lindsay, Ont. If estab
Iished, a number of skimming stations will bhe

operated in connection with it at the various
cheese facte.'es in the localiy, the oliject beng
clrefly to make butter duning the wmter. A
couple of years ago a large crecamery was estab
lished at St. Mary’s, Ont., and skimmmg stations
put tnh operation at a number of the surrounding
factories, and has so far been successful. By co-
operating in this way winter butter making can be
cairied un more economically than having a com-
plete butter making outfit at each factory.

Co-opcratve  pork packing s receving con-
siderable attention in the Mantime Provinces just
now. In Prince Edward Island one or two co-
operative concerns are alrcady in operation, and
m Nova Scotia and New Brunswick several un
portant micclings have been held recently to con-
sider the advisability of starung co operative pork-
packing establishments,

Canada imported from the United States last
year gnods of varioas kinds to the value of $35,-
495,000, as compared with $31,933,000 for 18y6.
The total exports from Canada to the United
States amounted to $24,774,000 for 1897, as com-
pared with $24,566,000 for 18y6. The chief ex-
port to the United States is lumber.  About one-
fourth of our total imports from the United States
15 coal, and, strange to say, the next mmportant
item we import is wheat,

The San José Scale Act does not appear to
have affected the nursery busmess very seriously.
The price of nursery stock has not advanced In
fact, so great was the surplus stock in Canada that
fine trees have been almost given away. Beauti-
ful pear trees three years of age have been whole-
saled this spring for 7 to 10 cents each, and peach
trees at 5 cents each. A few years ago they
would bring three times these figures.  Apple
trees have been more largely 1n demand this spring
than peach or pear trees.  Amen-an nurserymen
who had made sales in Canada previous to the
Act comng 1nto force bought their stock from
Canadian nurserymen, and packed their orders on
this side the hine.

Leiter, whose gambling wheat scheme colfapsed,
is said to have shipped 25,000,000 bushels of
wheat to I urope within the past year. To get this
body of wheat to the seahboard would rejuire
23,000 railwaycarsofo,000lbs. eachi  Ttis reported
tnat Leiter's profits up to June 15t were $4,500,000.
His losses since then, owing to his inabulity to
maintain prices in the face of reports of a large
com'ng crop, have heen about $y,500,000. He s
wrecked financially and no one has the least sym-
pathy for him

Canadians,accurdingtothelast Domunion census,
dernive annually wealth from their fisheries to the
amount of $20,000,000, from their mines, $30,-
000,000, from their furests, $80,000,000 and from
their farms, $600,000,000. In Ont:zrio alone the
capital invested  agriculiure 1s about $9o0,000,-
ooo, and the value of the annual product of the
farms of Qutario 1s over $200,000,000. The num-
her of persons engaged directly in agriculture in
Ontanion 1891 was 292,770. Canada 1s indeed
an agnicultural country,

The Central Western States are now eapernienc
ing a marked revival in the live stack trade. The
effect of this revival 1s being felt in the Eastern
States, where stockmen of all kinds are looking for-
ward to an enlarged activity in their own line of
business. The stock farmer at the present time
has very hittle occasion for complaint at the con-

ditions which surround him. and the prospects
which are abead. What he must do is to keep
his stock up to the top notch in point of quality.

When colts have been neglected until they attain
to the age of three or four years their sense of smell-
ing may be vsed to good a~count by the trainer.
By giving it a small quantity of fine grated horse
cassia on its food, and rubbing a few drops of the
oil of cunim on 1ts nuse, and putting a few drops
of the o1l of rhodeum on 1its tongue, it is at your
service, and may be harnessed, bridled and saddled
without difficulty.

Among others there are two chief reasons for
making hay early. One 1s that the hay s better
for feeding in every way, and the uther is that the
plant is exhausted when seed is allowed to ap-
proach maturity. Besides, the meadows ““run
out” rapidly when hay is made late, as the plant
has not sufficient power to start a thrifty new
growth. This is irue of both clover and timothy.
A few years ago there was no hurry about making
hay tll well on 1n July, as it was thought that
early-made hay was not as good as that made
whien the hay was pretty well matured.

The Binder Twine Supply Short.

Farmers are advised to make their purcuases early.

No other Canadian trade has been so much af-
fected by the Spanish American war as that of
binder twine A large proportior: 9t the raw ma-

" terial used for making bmder twine comes from

Manilly, and as that 1sland is now 1n a state of
sicge it 15 impossible to get supphes.  This has
caused a shortage of raw matenal, both in Canada
and the United States. So much so 1s this the
case that it is very doubtful at present whether
there is enough stock on hand in Canada for the
needs of the present harvest.  In addition to the
lack of supplies from Mamlla, the producuon of
sisal, another substance used largely n the manu-
facture of binder twine, has been greatly reduced
during the last year or two. Sisal 1s produced
chiefly in Yucatan, and this year the crop 1s large-
ly a failure.  Besides, a few years ago, when the
binder twine industry assumed such large propor-
tions, an effort was made to grow sisal n the
Bahama Islands and elsewhere with the result that
there was an over-production, and the price of this
raw matenal was reduced to two and a-half cents
per pound.  This iow price caused many to give
up growing it, and consequently lessened the sup-
ply. It takes avout three or four years to pro-
duce a crop, and therefore, though there 1s an n-
creased demand for sisal owing to the supply from
Manilla being shut off, it will be a few ycars before
the growers of sisal can get into shape agan.

For this and other reasons we would strongly
advise farmers not to put off getting their supply
of binder twine too long. Now is the best tume to
buy,and a supply for this season’s harvest should be
purchascd right away.  Many of those in the trade
prophesy that binder twine will probably be fifteen
cents or twenty cents per pound before barvest 1s
over. The ruling prices at country points now are
from eight centsto nine cents, The prevailing
prices 1o the United States at present for binder
twine are . Sisal eleven cents , mixed grade, twelve
cents and pure manila, thirteen cents, and these
figures are likely to be incrcased very saon. It is
estimated that upwards of eight bundred tons more
of binder twine will be required for Manitoba and
the North-west this season than last season, and



