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room. Pcrhaps the suljcct was not a con.
gcnial one, or pcrhaps his audienc cxpecd
too niuch.

In the cvcning Dr. Hodgins, )cputy.Min.
Ister of Education, dclivercd an carnest and

prnctical addrcss on the subjcct "A P'lca for
Elencntary Science and Industrial Training."
The lccturer supportcd bis "1 plca " by

forcible arguments, and by quotations from
emnent writcrs of Amcrica, Britain, and
the Continent of Europe. The teachars
wcre glad to welcomîe the Dcputy-Ministcr
on the platform at thcir meting, away from
the chhlling :ttmosplerc utoffcial life, which
scms to frecze "the ganeal currents of his
soul," and wcrc gratified to find him extcnd
that aid which, with a litlde more cnthusiasm,
would bccome potent for good ln directing
aright the iucationial progrcss of the coun-
try. The addrcss bore fruit at the mecting
by the adoption of a resolution declaring that
a knowladge of sonie branches of Physical
Ecience should ba required from all candidates

for tcachcrs' ccrtificacts. This was evidcntly
aimcd at the option grantcd at present to
candidates for Intermediate Certiricates, of
chnnsing for cxanination cither a .anguage
or the Natural Science ggnup, which includes
Niural lhilosophy, Chcnistry, and Book-
kcping.

The nccting concludcd its procecdings on
Saturday by a genarai discussion on Needle-
workandonCorporail Puniseicnt. Plainscw-
ing was vcry strongly insistcd upon as bcing
most valuable and useful for thosa attending
our public schools; and, for the sake of
effectual tcaching, it was suggested that tlic
sane kind of sewing should be practiscd by
cach scholar of a class at the same time.
Nothing new could hardly bc expected to be
said on such a threadbare suhjcct as that of
corporal punishmcnt; the point that the mect-
ing ras most unitcd upon vas that the influ-
ence and authority of the parent should be
more frequently invoked to assist tic taclier
in managiig refractory scholars.

HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.

Titz following correspondence has been
handed to us for publication:-

TORONTO, i8th Sept., 1879.
SiR,-I am directed by the Hlonourable

the Minister of Education, to state, in reply
to your letter of the 27th ultimo, that he lias
fully considered the Resolutions of the High
School Masters' Section of the Ontario
Teachers' Association, forwarded hini on the
27th ultimo by you as chairman of that Sec-
tion.

The Minister concurs in the opinion of the
Masters as to tite time of holding the Inter,
Plediate Examination, and also as to distin-
gui.h;ng between those who pass the Inter-
mediate Examination sinply, and candidates
for Class I. Certificates.

The other matters have been referred to
the Central Committee for their report (a
copy of whicli I an directed to furnish you
for the information of the High School Mas-
ter)

' lie Mnister has instructed the Chairman
of the Comnittee that in the Mathematical

subjects, the examination, even for Class I.
certificates should be kept within the present
standard, if not still lower. The report dir
cusses very fully some of the points specially
raised by the High Scool Masters, and the
Minister submits this for their consideration.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ALEX. MARLING,
Secrelary.

J. SPA-rit; Esq.. M.A.,
Chairman, High School Section,

Ontario Teachers' Association,
St. Catharines.

TORONTO, I2th September, iS79.
SIR,-I have the honour to acknowledge

the receipt of Mr. Seath's letter of the 27th of
August, forwarding certain resolutions passed
by the High School Masters' Section of the
Provincial Teachers' Association, on which
you desire me to express an opinion.


