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THE YUKON TRADE,

Vice-President Shaughnessy, of the
Canadian Pacific, has stated publicly
that it is the intention of that company
to put on a line of steamers from Victoria
to a point North, probably the Stickeen.
The importance of this announcement
will not be questioned. That the com-
pany will make this city the starting
point of any service to the North is to be
expected. No other place on the coast
is 8o well adapted as a centering point
for Yukon travel over the Great North-
ern, the Northern Pacific and the rail-
ways entering San Francisco. It is be-
coming every day more apparent that
the great outfitting trade will be done in
British Columbia. If the suggested re-
gulations as to miners’ licenses is
adopted by the Dominion govérnment,
all intending miners will come to British
Columbia cities. We repeat what we
gaid some days ago as to the advisability
of Victoria, Vancouver and the C. P. R.
acting in harmony in advertising.

et ey

THE NEW WEST-
Ead MINSTER CATECHISM.

With all respect to our Liberal friends,
we cannof congratulate them upon their
platform, as prepared by the New West-
minster convention, Whatever may be
the truth in regard to what is called
¢¢ Liberalism,”” it cannot be denied that
the Liberal party in Canada is an ex-
ceedingly powerful combjination, or that
it is atfempting to grapple with great

* problems. The leading newspaper of
the party, the Toronto Globe, very
properly pleads for a higher standard in
political discussion, for higher aims by
political leaders, for broader views of
public life. When, therefore, we read
the outlines of the forthcoming platform
which.the Liberal party in this province
is'expected to adopt, and find it con-
fined to trumpery matters worthy of
Little Pedlington, without the affirma-
tion of a single proposition of a national
character, we are forced to the conclu-
sion that if thisis Liberalism in British
Columbia it is a brand of the article
which,will fnot commend itself to the
Liberals in the East.

According to the published draft, the
first plank in the new platform, the first
question in this New Westminster cate-
chism to which all Liberals must an-
swer “ Yes,”” is based upon opposition
to Hon. Mr. Turner and his government.

. Phis ‘w8 probably inserted to satisfy
such Liberals as Mr. O’Hara, of Ash-
eroft, who exclaimed at the convention:
¢ We dénounce Mr. Turner and his gov-
ernment., That’s quite enough platform
to fight on.”” We venture to say that
thousands of British Columbians will not
be willing to see their party prostituted
in this manner.

The second plank favors a fair system
of redistribution. This is & needless
proposition. It implies that some other
party proposes either to make the
present distribution of representation
final, or elee a redistribution scheme
that is unfair. If any political party in
British Columbia or any political lead-
ers entertain such notions, we have yet
to learn the fact.

Government ownership of railways is
advocated, and the poliey of aiding rail-
ways by cash and land subsidies are con-
demned. We shall have more to say
about this when we see the exact
phraseology of the platform. At pres-
ent it looks like a reactionary declara-
tion, one addressed by demagogues to
the prejudices of the people.

A plank declares that land should only
be given to actual settlers. In the main
this idea is that entertained by ninety-
nine per cent. of the people of the Pro-
vince, except in regard to railway sub-
sidies.

The Torrens system of land titles can-
not properly be made a party question.
Itis a question for experts. To put a
declaration in its favor in a party plat-
form is nonsense.

The abolition of the ‘* mortgage tax ”’
is a subject upon which there is room
for a difference of opinion. It is not
now in any sense & political question,
although, of course, like any other which
can be suggested, it. may be made one,
It is a subject which not one man in five
of those who talk about it really under-
stands. It is chiefly used for demagogic
purposes, and is not half-as great a
grievance as it is made out to be. The
Covoxist would be very glad if the zoy-
erhment can see ita way clear to abslish
the tax, and discover Bome other way of
raising the revenue thus sacrificed, but
more because the imposition of the tax
raises a false issue in politics than be-
cause it is unfair in principle.

A declaration about the names of
ministers being used in connection with
businees corporations is twaddte in a
political platform.

The demand for a reformeftion in the
civil service is little more 'than an ex-
cuse for parcelling out th® offices among
the friends of the opposifion in case of a
victory at the polls m8xt year. There
are no civil service ‘abuses in British
Columbia.

The sale of timbér limits to the high-
est bidder and only when actually needed
for manufacturing purposes is wrong in
principle, for'it proposes that before a
person can geét'timber lande to use in
connection with a factory, he must
amake his intention public and therefore

put himself at the mercy of every black- :
mailer who may choose to bid against
him. Without this qualification we
would endorse the proposal.

Forestry preservation and restoration
are very good things, but the people of
British Columbia will hardly divide
into hostile political camps over them.
Royal commissions to investigate the
manner in which the land laws are
administered are among the things
demanded. There is nothing to war-
rant such a plank, If there were, it is
inconceivable that session after session
could pass without a motion being made
in the house for such a commission. We
therefore style this plank the production
of a demagogue,

The desirability of legislation to pre-
venting the locking up of large areas of
wild land will be admitted. This is one
of those questions which have lately
forced themselves to the front. It is
chiefly of local interest, but will, we
think, have to be dealt with.

The other three planks, one condemn-
ing sectional issues, the other declaring
for the taxation of coal, and the third
favoring non-sectarian education call for
no special comment. Everyone favors
the first and the last. The second is in-
tended as a sectional appeal to Koote-

nay.

guch is the platform which the Lib-
erals of British Columbia, assembled at
a convention for organization as a branch
of the great Liberal party of Canada,
have seen fit to adopt. This is ‘¢ Lib-
eralism ’’ up to date. This is the poli-
tical provender which is supposed to
satisfy a party, whose leaders,
in the only arena where the
party has a recognized status,
are endeavoring, as they best know how,
to develop Canadian nationality, to
build up Canadian industry, to elevate
Canadiam politics. It is a poor mess,
but it is quite worthy of the people who
are responsible for it.

STOCK RAISING ON THE
LOWER FRASER.

There is no part of Canaca, and per-
haps no part of the world, better adap-
ted for the growth of hay and roots than
the lower portion of the Fraser valley;
or, say, from Aggassiz to the sea. The
grasses, which flourish here, are of the
best quality ; the roots grown are large
and the yield to the acre enormous, The
winter is short and the period when
cattle can thrive out of doors is long.
These are the conditions which make a
district especially adapted to the pro-
duction of beef catile, and this ought to
be a principal feature of the business of
the farmers. By this it is not meant
that the production of fat cattle should
be carried on simply in a casual way,
but that it should become the principal
feature of the district. There is 2 home
market for all that can be produced.

On this last point an observation may
be made. Complaints are frequent that
there is no market for this, that or the
other kind of farm produce, when in
many cases the real truth is that there
is no produce to market. Unless a dis-
trict supplies enough of any particular
line to make it an object for purchasers
fo go there to get it, and unless the sup-
ply is sufficiently steady to be reckoned
upon in making business ,calculations,
the market will always be fitful and
precacious; -but let a district once estab-
lish a reputation for the steady supply
of a good line of farm produce and pur-
chasers will make their plans according-
ly. Transportation facilities will then
follow as a matter of course.

In British Columbia the beef market
will probably for years to come be prin-
cipally supplied by range cattle; but
there is atime each year when the
quality of this stock falls too low to be
marketable, and then importations are
necessary. Last spring beef was bought
in Montreal .for the Victoria market,
and this is quite a common thing,
Probably the farmers of the Lower
Fraser could not hope to compete with
the range cattle when these latter are at
their best, and it is- doubtless better that
they should not try to do so. They
should make their plans so as to get
their fat cattle upon the market when
the range supply falls off and prices are
consequently at their best.
. Before this line of business can be suc-
cessfully prosecuted it is necessary that
better stock should be introduced into
the district. This can only be done by
a systematic plan, and to adopt such a
plan it is necessary that the farmers
should co-operate. We believe, also,
that government assistance should be
given, Late New Brunswick papers
Bpeak of an importation of young pure
bred stock by the government, and the
papers of both gides of politics say that
the sale w88 very successful. This makes
the #ixth importation of this kind made
fn the last twelve years, and possibly in
the last forty years there have been fif-
‘teen or twenty. These have reeulted in
the maintenance of so high a standard of
stock that in a province where cattle
must be fed in stables six months a year,
and beef in the winter sells by the qaar-
ter at 3 and 5 cents a pound, it is found
to pay to raise beef cattle. In the State
af Maine, where the conditions for cattle
raising are much less favorable than in
fritish Columbis, the raising of beef
cattle is one of the leading agricultural
industries. The herds which the great
cattle raising firmof Bodwell & Burleigh
used to exhibit 4t Wew England fairs,
and which their-successors still exhibit,

were remarksble for-early maturity and
high quahty. 'This firm made it a rule :

never to keep a steer a day longer than
he could be kept gaining in flesh. In
the State of Maine, as in the Province
of Oatario, government aid is not neces-
sary, because there are plenty of well-
to-do farmers with established herds;
but in British Columbia as in New
Brunswick the farming communities
are not sufficiently compact, and too
few individuals maintain herds of
pure bred animals to render
public assistance superlative. We
hope, therefore, to see Farmers’ Insti-
tutes formed in the Lower Fraser valley
with the express object of promoting cat-
tle raising, and to find in the next pro-
vincial estimates a sum for the purchase
of pure bred sires to be sold to the insti-
tutes for the use of members, and of pure
bred heifers to be sold outright to mem-
bers of the institutes.

Too much stress cannot be laid upca
the advantage of having pure-bred stock.
It may be explained that the word
‘ thoroughbred ’ is not properly applied
to any animals but horses which are reg-
istered or may be entitled to registry in
the English or American racing stud
book. There is no such thing as a
thoroughbred Clydesdale horse, or Short-
horn bull, or Southdown sheep. The
pure-bred stocks are the result of careful
selection and breeding of animals typi-
cal of a certain class. The Jersey, for
example, is the prodact of careful breed-
ing under the peculiar conditions exist-
ing in the island of that name, and so
strong have its charaeteristics become
that they are marked in animals having
very little of the Jersey blood in them
and bred under conditions far different
from those existingin their original hab-
itat. This is true of other stock, but not
in the same degree, much depending up-
on the antiquity of the breed. Thusthe
qualities of the Ayrshire will show them-
selves in remote out-crosses, for this is
an ancient breed; but the Shorthorns,
the Herefords, the Red Polls, the Polled
Angus are comparatively modern, their
characteristics are not so strongly in-
bred, and therefore it is necessary to
strengthen the herds with new pure bred
stock in order that they may be at their
best. We incline to the idea that for
the Lower Fraser valley the Shorthorn,
or Durham, is the best breed of cattle.
They are fair milkers and they are ex-
ceptionally good beef animals.

THE GOLD OUTPUT.

A matter of prime economic import-
ance isthe very great increase recently
in the production of gold. The Director
of the United States mint estimates that
the output for 1897 will be between
$235,000,000 and $240,000,000, with the
probabilities in favor of the last named
figure. Last year the output was esti-
mated at $206,000,000. These estimates
are pretty close approximations and may
be accepted as substantially accurate.
How much of the metal is used in the
arts is largely conjectural. Estimates
run all the way from $30,000,000 to $70,-
000,000. It is, perhaps, safe to say that
of the product of this year $175,000,000
will be available either for coinage or for
remittance as bullion for the settlement
of balances. Much of it will not be
coined, for the reason that the use of gold
coin is open to some serious objections.
The loss by abrasion is very consider-
able, and although no one takes any
account of this when coins pass from
hand to ‘hand in the course of retail
trade, it is very evident that when large
amountg are dealt with the aggregate of
the small fractional losses on the several
coins mayamount to sufficient to dis-
arrange nice financial calculations.
Bars or ingots are not affected in this
way, and hence are most convenient for
shipment. Gold goes by weight in the
settlement of foreign balances. The
mint stamp on a coin is only valuable as
a guarantee of fineness. But whether
the gold is coined or made up into ingots,
it is available for monetary purposes, for
all the mints in the world coin gold free.

It is estimated that the United States
will produce $60,000,000 worth of gold in
1897, which is one-fifth more than last
year, and keeps that country in the
front place in this respect. South Africa
and Australia are next in order, each
being credited with a probable output of
$50,000,000, and Russia is put next with
$20,000,000. Thus féur countries are
credited with $180,000,000. The United

States mint anthorities do not give the
probable produ:t for Canada. We are

without sufficient data to form a definite
opinion, but it seems probable that,

when the full returns for the year are
available it will be found that fully half
the gold produced during the year comeg
from mines in British territory.

The effect upon prices of this great in-

crease in the yield of gold and the prac-

tical certainty that next year will show

a still further increase, will be very sal-

utory. As a general proposition the
more money available the higher are

prices. This may be open to local apd

special exceptions, but it holds good al-

most everywhere and under every set of

circumstances. The only thing likely to
fall is the rate of interest. High prices,

abundant money and low rates of inter-

est mean that production of all com-

modities will be increased, labor will be

in demand and new enterprises will be'
started. The logical deduction from the

great increase in the gold output is that

a period of general prosperity is athand.

Things look now as if the century may

close upon a ecene of unperalleled :prog- :
ress, industrial activity.and good times
generally. i

KOOTENAY.,

Occasionally one finds in a Kootenay
paper an article written in an apologetic
tone in regard to the prospects of that
portion of the provinee. Quite frequently
some of the Interior papers complain
that the Coast dailies do not give as
great prominence to the prospects of
that portion of the province as they de-
serve. The apology and the complaint
are alike needless. Kootenay is on a
solid foundation and progressing as
rapidly as can be expected, and the
Coast papers recognize that he time has
gone by when the great advantages
which it offers for the investment of
capital need to be exploited in their
editorial columns. Mining in Kootenay
has reached the status of a firm and
solid business, and will hereafter be
dealt with by the public like any other
business matter. At the banquet to Sir
Charles Tupper and Sir Mackenzie
Bowell, Captain Hall, superintendent of
the Le Roi mine, expressed his belief
that within a few years Ros:land would
have a population of 30,000 people. He
based this opinion upon his examin-
ation of the mines in that vicinity
and from a eomparison between
them and other mines, saying he
had visited and studied the greatest
mining regions on the American conti-
nent. Hestated that the Rossland mines
made a better showing than any others
for the development done. There are
hundreds of thousands of tons of good
orein sight, which only await capital,
and millions of tons of low grade ore
that only require cheaper rates for
freight and treatment. He expressed
the opinion that mining in the vicinity
of Rossland was attended with less risk
than elsewhere. )

Rossland is not all Kootenay by any
means, and a city of 30,000 people and a
long pay roll is by no means the limit of
the prospects of this splendid region.
The mines of the Slocan will support at
least as large a population as those of
Trail Oreek. Northward of Slocan and
extending up as far as the Great Bend of
the Columbia is a region that is rapidly
forcing itself to the front. Revelstoke
has metropolitan ambitions, and its
people will probably not assent to Capt.
Hall’s claim that Rossland will be the
‘“hub of British Columbia.”” Of East
Kootenay, with its wealth of coal and
metallifirous ores, it is impossible
to speak too highly. Take Kootenay as
a whole: Itisat least 220 miles long
with an average breadth of 100 milee.
This gives an area of 22,000 square miles.
In other words, it is as large as Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward’s Island put
together. Of this great area no one can
lay off a section ten miles square and
affirm with confidence that it is not min-
eralized highly enough to be valuable
from a miner’s standpoint. There is a
very considepable area of good farming
land in the river valleys.

In view of theee facts, it is impossible
not to grow enthusiastic when speaking
of the prospects of this portion of the
province. In spite of the tone of disap-
pointment in which some of its papers
speak, we maintain that the progress of
Kootenay has been and is very rapid.
True, the Klondyke and other Yukon
discoveries have given people something
else to talk about. Last year we heard
of nothing but Kootenay. This year we
hear more of the mines of the Far North.
Bat, so far as_the CoLoNIsT can observe,
if there has been less talk of Kootenay
than hitherto, and less of the fever of
speculation, there never was a time
when more enduring progress was being
made, and when the prospects were
brighter in that part of the province
than now. ’

SOME PROPOSED REFORMS.

The Montreal Star has one of its peri-
odical spasms of reform. This time it
proposes the following :

The reduction of the membership of
the Dominion parliament by one-half.

The cutting in two of each provineial
legislature in the same way.

The union of the three maritime legis-
latures in one.

The striking of certain specified port-
folios from the list of each cabinet, fed-
eral and provincial,

Perhaps biennial sessions of the pro-
vincial legislatures.

While the passion for reform was ani-
mating the Star the desirability of a
change nearer at home, and a much
more legitimate subject of discussion
than some of the aforegoing, might have
suggested iteelf, namely, the abolition
of the legislative council in Quebec.
Here is an institution that must cost
that province a good round $30,000
a year and probably more; but
the Montreal paper, while very
desirous of changing around the
legislative arrangements of the other
provinces seems to think that this need=
less part of Quebec’s legislative ma-
chinery should be continued. The Star
should remember that reform, like
charity, should begin at home,

Only one of the five propositions ad-
v nced have very much to recommend
it, and some of them are objectionable.
The reduction of the federal cabinet is
defensible. In some of the provinces, '
guch for example as British Columbia,
there is need of“an increase in the Cabi-
net. It is not now necessary to add any-
thing to what was said in the CoronisT
the other day as to the reduction of the
federal cabinet, but it may be interest-
ing to mention how the provincial gov-
ernments are constituted.

Ontario has eight ministers, seven of
them being heads of department and

salaried. These are the Attorney-Gen-
eral, the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
the Treasurer, the Minister of Education,
the Commissioner of Public Works, the
Minister of Agriculture and the Provin-
cial Secretary.

Quebec has seven ministers, all salar-
ied, as follows: Commissioner of Public
Works, Commissioner of Agriculture,
Commissioner of Crown Lands, Attor-
ney-General, Treasurer, Provincial Sec-
retary and Preeident of the Council.

Nova Scotia has eight ministers, three
only being in receipt of salaries, namely,
the Attorney-General, the Provincial
Secretary and the Commissioner of
Works and Mines.

New Brunswick has seven ministers,
six receiving salaries, namely, the At-
torney-General, the Provincial Secre-
tary, the Commissioner of Works, the
Surveyor-General, the Solicitor-General,
and the Commissioner for Agriculture,

Manitoba has five ministers, all re-
ceiving salaries, namely, the Minister of
Agriculture and Immigration and Rail-
way Commissioner, the Minister of Pub-
lic Works, the Attorney-General, the
Provincial Treasurer and the Provincial
Secretary.

British Columbia has five rinisters,
four receiving salary, namely, the Min-
ister of Finance and Agriculture, the
Attorney-General, the Provincial Secre-
tary, who is also Minister of Mines, of
Education and Immigration and Clerk
of the Council, and the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works.

Prince Edward’s Island has eight
ministers, three receiving salary, name-
ly, the Attorney-General, the Commis-
sioner of Public Works, and the Provin-
cial Secretary, who is also Treasurer and
Commissioner of Public Lands.

This list shows the absurdity of the
Star’s general proposition in regard to
the reduction of the provincial cabinets.

Biennial sessions of the local legisla-
tures are incompatible with the work-
ings of responsible government.

The union of the three Maritime Prov-
inces is a matter that can be best left to
the people of the provinces directly
interested to decide, and the same is
true about the reduction of the member-
ship of the local legislatures.

As for the reduction of the member-
ship of parliament one-half, it is useless
to discuss a proposition which would
leave British Columbia and P.E. Island
with three members each, Manitoba
with two and a half, and the Northwest
Territories with two.

O~ Monday night the Times of this

that *“ not the slightest excuse now ex-
ists for any dubiety as to the aims and
objects of the ILiberals of British Col-
umbia.” From our contemporary’s point
of view everything was as lovely as could
be, and not a cloud obscured the politi-
cal sky. Yesterday morning the Cor-
oN1sT showed up the trumpery character
of the said aims and objects as set forth
in the thing called a platform, and last
night there was blood on the moon, and
if there is anything harder to be said
about the Vancouver World and Mr,
McLagan, for having made public the
alleged platform, than the Times has
uttered, the Times does not know it.
The weak point in our Victoria contem-
porary’s assault upon its Vancouver
Liberal brother is that it failed to quote
the Conservative News-Advertiser’s de-
nunciation of the World. We beg to
qualify our observation about Liberal-
ism having no meaning in connection
with politics in Canada by saying that
in British Columbia, as illustrated by
the recent convention, it is synonymous
with a circus.

WE print a very interesting letter from
Mr. Gilbert Malcolm Sproat, on Liberal-
ism. There is not a principle in the let-
ter which the CoLonisT cannot heartily
endorse. Our point is not that there i<
no such thing as Liberalism or Conser-
vitism in respect to Canadian affairs,
but that regarded from the standpoint of
¢ the circumstances of the moment,”
by which we mean the practical side of
politics as exemplified during the thirty
years of union, the Liberal party cannot
claim to be the conservator and expon-
ent of liberal and progressive ideas, nor
can it be truly alleged that the Conser-
vative party represent the policy of re-
action or stagnation. In articles pre-
ceding that which called out Mr. Sproat’s
letter, reference was made to the several
subjects referred to by him, in illustra-
tion of what Liberalism means. We
mention this to show that we had not
overlooked them in saying that *‘ Liber-
alism has no meaning in connection
with Canadian politics.”

Tug British Columbia Mining Record
gays: “Thdilliberal treatment of pros-
pectors by the E. & N. Ry. Co. has toall
intents and purposes put a stop to pros-
pecting within the limits of the island
railway belt.”’ It is a matter of surprise
that our contemporary, which seems
usually to aim to be correct, did not take
the trouble to ascertain the facts in this
cise. An inquiry at the land depart-
ment of the E. & N. Ry. Co. would have
elicited the information that so far from
the company’s announcement of terms
having checked prospectors, it has had
quite the contrary effect. More than
three hundred notices of discovery have
bsen filed with the company since the
publication of the terms and prospec-
tors are freely taking advantage of the
ofice for the sale of surface rights,

city congratulated itself upon the fact|Z
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