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THE NELSON & FORT ;
SHEPPARD LAND GRANT.

Much has been said in the Kootenay
press and in the house against the action
of the Nelson & Fort Sheppard railway
in catting timber of land claimed by, min-
ers. Mr. Kellie went 8o far in the house
yesterday as to say that the company’s
officers ought to be prosecuted as com-
mon thieves.. Mr. Kellie undoubtedly

- felt justified in using’ this strong lan-
guage, but, on consideration, heand any
one else will see that it is uncalled for.
We are not apologizing in any way for
the Nelson & Fort Sheppard Railway
Company. They may or they may not
have exceeded their rights, under their
land subsidy, but this isa legal question,
to be determined by the facts in each
case, and in no case probably would their
action be of a nature ealling for the in-
tervention of the Attormey-General.

be resporisible for legislgtion, and, while
it possesses the confidence of ‘the house,
its judgment as to'the desirability of
provisions on' which: there is some dis-
pute ought to be accepted by the house.
Otherwise there is mo one whom the
people can hold responsible in case pro-
visions inserted in legislation of this
nature prove objectionable. ; It is a very
commonthing inlegislaturesformembers
to point.out what they think-are objec-
tions to measures arid throw: the onus of
accepting " or. rejecting ‘the: proposed
changes wholly upon the government.

AN'EXCELLENT RECORD.
It will be of public interest_ to review
briefly some of the features' of the last
twelve months in provincial politics,
Events succeed éach other go_rapidly in
this Western conntry, and the public
eye is so.centered upon the material de-
velopment, of the Province that it is apt
to lose sight of whathas been donein the
prosaic, field of - adminigiration; and
fail accurately to measure what is be-
ing accomplished in the more conspicu-
ous arena of . legislation. And yet an
honest review of the political history of
the last twelve months cannot fail to im-
press any one, whose judgment is not
wholly warped by partizan prejudice,
that the Hon. Mr. Turner and his col-
leagues richly deserve public confidence
and support. YN

The last twelve months have been un-
precedented in the history of Britich
Columbia. The Province has enjoyed
an era of* remarkable mineral deveiop-
ment, which has led to a great increase
of population. Mining camps have
sprung up, have developed as if by magic
into towns, and even risén to the dignity
of cities. This has necessitated the
issuing of thbusande of miners’ licenses,
the recording of thousands of claims, the
construction of mew roads, bridges and
school houses, the policing of new com-
munities and the establishment of ma-
chinery for the administration of the

Whether in any particular case theé tim- | laws overa wide extent of country, much

‘ber on & piece of ground belongs to the
company or the owner of the mining
elaim must depend upon whether the

first  to ‘get a title, If a miner
ghould go wupon land which the
‘eompany clainrs and cut timber after the
land had been granted to the company,
doing so under a claim of right by virtue
of a crown grant ‘ant ent to the date
of the company’s .grant, it would hardly
be.contended that the Attorney-General
should interfere and prosecute the miner
‘‘ like a common thief.” ‘The Attorney-
General, if appealed to by the company

_todo so, would probably tell it to look
to the courts for its remedy by ecivil
action. We cannot see how the caseis
altered because the company may hap-
pen to be the alleged trespasser.

With regard to the extension of time
within which the Nelson & Fort Shep-
pard company may complete its sur-
veys, it seems very unreasonable to in-
sist that because the land is likely to ke
worth more now than anybody thought
iv 'was when the subsidy was passed,
advantage should be taken of . the
fact that the company had been
unable to complete its survey in
the time specified in ‘the act. As
to the objection that it was not intended
that the company .shoald get 10,240
acres a mile, but only blocks 6x16 miles
along their, railway, we do not think

_ that a fair interpretation of  the Sabsidy
Act will warrant such a conclusion. Tt
is easy to see how the intention of the
Subsidy Act might' be largely defeated,
and a great .injustice be done the.men
who advanced money on the strength of
the land grant, if it were held that the
¢ompany is'nat entitled to the full 10,240
acres a mile, but only so much as counld
be included within blocka of the frontage
mentioned. ‘If there were any doubt
about the matter," which” we submit
there is not,the Province could better
afford to lose 100,000 acres of land nof yet
surveyed than to adopt a line of action
which might be justly termed repudia-
tion,

THE CASSIAR RAILWAY SCHEME.

The plan by which it is proposed to
secure the opening of the Cassiar oduntry
. by aline of railway is one that on con-
sideration must commend itself to pub-
lic" opinion, The opposition in_ the
honse did not object to the principle of
the bill, although freely criticizing some
of its defails. Not one of them came
anything near the position taken by the
Times last evening when it character-
ized the bill.as outrageous. In fact the
organ is sadly ont of tune with its party
in the houge nowadays. ’
Thefe is practically no difference of
opinion as fo the .general principle in-

of it difficult of access and all filled with
venturegome, determined men. This
great task has been . discharged without

familiar with life in mining towns in the
United Statés never weary of praising
the orderly ‘and impartial manner in
which the laws are administered and the
government is carried on in the newly
opened sections of this'Province. ,The
provincial ministers can point back with
pride .to the record of the year in this
‘respect. If it does not bear téstimony
to the faithful and judicious exercise of
ministerial powers, then -nothing can.
The first failure of justice bas yet to be
brought to light; the first instance of
favoritism hes yet to be disclosed; the
first instance of negligence even has yet
to be brought home to the government.
We challenge successful contradiction of
these statements.

We submit that this excellent show-
ing is-not the result of accident. It is
the fruit of .industry and an honest ef-
fort to do what is right. Much of the
credit for the erderly condition of the
mining districts is. due to the people
themselves; buit the people well knew
that the government staod ready with a

that the right was done, and this knowl-
edge has giveh a security to life and
property in the mining camps of British
Columbia which has never been equailed
in the history of any*such communities
in America. We have made no claim of
genius for the ministers, except the
genius of hard :.work and honesty, and
we think this will be conceded to them;
but we might go farther and claim that
there has been & high'type of statesman-
ship exhibited in:the lightness yet firms
ness of the' touwch of governmentupon
the mining districts.. The: iron-hand in
the'velvet glove’ has been rarely better
illustrated. The‘orderly and secure con-
ditions prevailing:in' the communities
referred to are a monument to the excel-
lence of the administration of provincial
affairs under circumstances without pre-
cedent in the history of the Province.

' The work referted to have besn in ad-
dition to the ordinary administration of
affairs with which previoua Provincial
ministers ‘have been charged, but the
additional cost {0 the taxpayers has
been small-and ‘the ordinary public
service has been .in no wise neglected.
As an example, she institution of the
Bureau of Mines may be cited. This in-
valuable department of the government
has been organized snd putin successfal
operation at- very small cost.
this great additional responsibility has
been cast upon the government, it has
also had to deal with the erection of the
pdrliament buildings, an important and

volved in ‘the: bgi) . eré. may : very
naturally be some iﬁv} gorice of views as

troublesome: piece’ of: work, but of the |-

strong hand to enforce the law and see

torney-General’s department.:.:

o e

We ask: impartial consideration for

oaly needs:to be understood and appre-.
ciated togsin for the ministers the con-

inevery section of the Province.. Wepoint

farthier to the facs that though the legis.
| 1atuire has ‘been many weeks in session, -

and though the fullest opportunity of in-:
vestigation into every department of.the.
government has ‘been -open’ to - every
‘member of the - house; not a single in-
stance of mal-administration: or: negleet,
has-been brought home to . the minisfry.
It is a splendid record, and we defy; its:
impeachment. e T
When & review of the “work accom-!
plished comes to be written, the present
sedsion will ‘be found to be the “midat:
notable one in the history of ‘the’ Provy
ince. The immense volume of importafit’
publie legislation which the governmefit’
hag passed or is prepared’ to ‘ldy ‘before’
the house will hardly be apprecisted tns
til the lawe have beer published. The
showing is monumefital.” “W¥: ‘name
some of the most important measures
The Water Clauses Act. o &
The Companies Act.
The Companies Clauses Act;; -
The Lands Clauses Act. :
The Farmers Institutes Act.’
The Masters and Servants A¢t.:
The Railway Aid Acts, > o prie
The Asylums Act. : :
The Small Debts Courts Act.
The Metalliferous Mines Act.

The list might be prolonged and other.
meastires have yet to be bronght down,
some of which are of equal importafice
to most of the foregoing; but if nothing
more were done than has already been
accomplished, the present session would
%o into history as the most fruitful in
valuable legislation since Confederation.

R

py the ministers, although the bill

iding that ‘the revision shall 'go {}ito|®
t, subject to the enscting by the
P"“‘*ﬁeg;;;am at Tta next sessfon of the'figw

provisions, i8 a measure of .great jm-
portance. ; Gl

Tarning briefly to the finances of the
Provinee we find that these have Been
admirably administered. © When 'the
Finance Minister congratulated ~the
house upon the favorable showing “he
was able to-make he only did what'the
prosaic figures of the public accounts
fully justify. For ten years the hon.
Mr. Turner has held the portfolio of fin-
ance, and it isnot too much to say fhat
he has gained in that capacity the esteem
and confidence even of his political op-
ponents. 7

We congratulate thé government upon
the excellent record “which ‘the above
facts discloses. And we especidllyébri-
gratulate the Province that'at this criti-
cal period of its history {ts- affaira’ have
been in the hands of men so faithfal&Hd
so fitted for their ‘great responsibilittes,
aud able, by the work of the present #&s-
sion, to give its development ati impétas
that will be feltfor a generation to cofie.
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4 QUESTION OF QUARANTINE.,
We areall greatly interested in the pro-

tions. Much-harm may be done by Ba-
due strictures, but more by laxity. The
case of-the Alice A. Leigh has attracted
#ome attention. - Thisship was taken by
the tug Tacotha off the Cape and towed
to the Royal ‘Roads; reaching there -at
8p.m. At suprise the next.morning ghe
hoisted - the: quarantine flag. In: ghe
meantime the Tacoma-had .come’ into
port. The Alice A, Leigh ‘had, there-
fgre; been in our - waters for nearly 24
hours. with . several . smallpox cages
sboard without . taking the tronbleito
notify the quarantine. officer,~ The fng
put. out: to :gea without reporting at

quarantine regulationg require. This! is
a very wrong state of -things, but we |
dp not know that the quarantine offiger
cin'be blamed for its occurrence, - The
Aliee A, Leigh should have had. ler
quarantine flag flying when she.came in
sight of the tug ;' but there'does not gp- |
"pear to be any regulation requiring this.
Rule 8 of the Quarantihe Regulations |
s3ys: ~ a8 ¢ dg.

* Every vessel fram any port, outside

ada, display a yellow flag at the fo:efoq ato it is not to raise any question on this
inform_the quarantine officer that bis

riving by night shall display & red light|:
at the fore for ench signal.”” .

\ S
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Hof the tug.

We have not. mentioned the revision off .
the statutes, for this was not prepﬁred?l'

per epforcement of quarantine regnla-plost Atlantis.

seryices are required, and any vessel ar- | ghip of the. Jews supplanted.

(The regulations provide that, tug- mlghf,
manner in which it has been handied, which have towed vessels "suhject fo

criminal law, calling for the handling of | be much less particular gbout approagh-
over two hundred cases in the: courts, ing her than he would be if he knew she] ..
has.engaged the attention of the At-{wagssnbject to quarantine. This seems
¢ | to-be.the weak point in the quarantine
regulations. . Theré appears.to be ne,

ways:of preventing the men: on a tug

the record of ‘dminisf*":“ﬁ”";ﬁo}“’ of |from baving close intercourse with an
the salient points of which are indicatedsinfected ship entering the Straits, and
above. We elaim /it is & record which{ of coming directly into port without hav-

ing been disinfected. - i ",
-In-the'case of the:Alice-A:Leigh, ac-

fidence of the large majority of the people: cording to. the*master’s letter which we

printed, she displayed no. quarantine
signal when approached by the Tacoma,
and sailed: by the: station withouts:sig~
nal up. Tt was not until the next day.
‘that he hoisted the yellow, flag. . It was

come tohave towed him into thestation,
and the conclusion seems to -be -that his
reason for:not doing go was that-it wounld
-have cost~more  money for: the: service
We-suggest that- this
matter:  needs . looking: into.. We
do: not. meanuthesconduet of the
master of the' Alice Az Tiéigh, for he
appears: to ‘have violated - none of the
reguiations,; but the matter of signals. It
fSeemas ms; i~ the- regulations: should re-
quire a vessel:subject to guarantine to
hoistthe yellow:tiag before taking a tow.
There ig a regulation that no vessel from
an infected port bound to a port that is
noi s .quarantine. station shall pass a
 quarantine station without calling. We
understand that this has been enlarged
so/as to.eompel every. infected vessel en-

" Itering the Royal Roads to repbrt at the

quarantine station in passing. A very
much more: valuable step would be to
improve -the: means of communication

{ with: Carmanah Point so that the quaran- |
| tine: ;officer: . might be informed in ad-
vance'as 10 what vessels were bound in |

soas to be able to intercept them and
avoid delay.

BAAL.

The Golden Age had ended. The
rih wes wrapped in the murky gloom
e Ice Age—that great, winter when
 #nd ice were piled upon each other,
g Opea gn_Ql:;”agntﬂ the glaciers
covered the mountain-tops. - Cold and
diema %26 ;,n.izhta.,‘go pitchy
with & perennial pall of vapor. Fire was
8. sacred °&?ﬁ “esteemed more
precions than' life or honor, So holy
was it that we find, long after the oc-
cagion for constantly guarding it had
passed away, that’it was deemed the
highest honor for the daughtets of
patrician families to be chosen as priest-
esses.to keep the sacred flame ever alive
within‘She-temples. There came a day
when the clouds rolled away, and to the
woundering eyes of the people, who had
heard of-his splendor from their fathers,
who had‘in ‘turn heard of it from theirs’,
the sun appeared in his majesty. Hope,
whieh had been as dead in the human
heart, awakened to new life. The reign
of the Ice King was ended ; the worship
of the Sun=god began. Such in brief is the
story gathered from a hundred myths.
- “Whether the above-gives'a correct ac-
count of the:erigin of Sun-worship, it
has atleast the merit of interest and
probability. Sun-worship at a very re-
moteage was:the religion. of the greater
part, if not all,:of the human race. We
find it in India, Persia, Egypt, Pheenicia
and in all the:countries of - Europe—in-
cluding the:British.:Isles—in America,
and it was probably this ecult. of
Later, ‘the Sun be-
came personified as Baal, -and Bible
students’ need mnot be reminded of:
the fact that for. centuries there was a
struggle in the Hebrew nation between
the worship of God and that of Baal. It
will be remembered that the Prophet
Elijah waged asuccessful contest against
the@al-woﬂhippen., The story of the
fire-test is well kuown. :The orgies at-
tending that famons incident at..Mount
Oarmels 'suggest - the:; Tamanawis. cere-
monies of our Coast Indians. The four
hundred - and: fifty- prophets - of :Baal
worked themselves into. frenay; alashing
themselves with:knives as they besought

quarantine and being disinfected; as the|Basl to send a flame: upontheir altar,

while Elijah stood ‘alone; mocking their
impotent ravings. -But when Elijah
prayed ‘‘ the fire of :the Lord fell from
Heaven,” and the wood for the
sacrificial .fire on his altar, themgh
thrice -- . soaked. .. with .. water, wis
consumed and so was the water
which filled ‘the trench round about it.
In the light of what may be called the
8suzgestions of modern investigation less
fgith is required to accept thisstory as

of Canada requiring quarantine, jnspac- |spbstantially true than was needed
tion shall, on arriyal at any port in Cah: | twenty-five years ago; but thé reference

While | distinctive quarantine signal in order to{peint, iRt 4¢: show what - this Baal-

lack. of any pringiple.of -igd{vidusl re- | adcepted as-proved what modern sciem;e
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grossness and‘ sensuslity. The, Baal-
‘worshippers achieved some of the most
remarkable triumphs of merely material
art that the world hagéver seen, Per-
haps it may be trathinlly said that their
work in this respect.hds been without a
rival. The vast 'pyr&fni;de of Central
America, the massive temples of Peru,
the splendid architecture of Babylon,
bear evidence to the skill of the followers
of the Sun-god: On ' the other hand,
the indescribable orgies -and excesses
which characterized Baal-worship were
in their way as remarkable as the tem-
ples in which they were practised, and
were themselves only the culmination of;
a social condition, which knew no law
but that of brute force and no pleagure
except those of theé grosser senses. It
was from a world sunk in these depths
that Abraham was ¢alled of God to be
the founder of a‘nation, the corner stone
of whose polity. was the existence of a
Deity superior to yet immanent in
material natare.

But the Jehovistic revival under Abra-
ham was not the only effort on the part
of humanity to rise #bove the grossness,
if greatness of Baalismi. Buddha in In-
dia, Zoraster in Persia, Confucius in
China are conspienons jnstances of lead-
ers who sought to.impress upon their
fellows that there are more worthy am-
bitions than to' keep.up material evi-
dences of power, better principles of
action” than the mere “gratification- of
self. It remained, however, for
Christ ' to put the motive for
‘human action upon the' highest possible
plane, by suberdinating the material
wholly to thespiritual. He whosaid “God
is a spirit, and they 'that worship Him
must worship Him in spirit arfd in
truth,’” described-his personal-condition
by '‘saying “ The foxes have holes and
the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man hath not where to lay His
head.”' A mere striking contrast with
the licentions .luxury of the priests of
Baal in their” temples, Whose gplendor
the gnawing tooth of time’ has’ not
wholly defaced in more ¢han thirty cen-
turies, ‘tannot well be imagined.

This -necessary brief and imperfect
sketch may serve.to cast.some light upon
what the prophets of old meant when
they exhorted the people to ‘turn from’
Baal and worship ‘the enly true God,
Baal was not a rival deity'to Jehovah, as
he is offen described. He was the per-
sonification of the suu—that is, of the

of ‘the greatest

forces of nature—in whieh the wisdom |,
worship.was which .the Jehovistic wor- | of a bygone age thought “ig perceived

, all the potentialities fiedessary for every
 Bagl-worship: Wa®, . therefore, Sun- | manifestation of life,” to quote the
shiprra . puse. materialism, but, as|language of ome
he naturally. expected,iteabeolute |of modern men of science. Baalism'

has put forward as a tentative sugges-
tion. This thought casts some light
upon what to most persons must have
seemed the apparently inexplicable stu-
pidity of the men who built the pyra-
mids, the temples of Luxor, the great
cities of Bashan and the countless other
monuments-of prehistoric magnificence.
These men were not worshippers of the
fantastic images which they set up; they
placed no value upon the orgies and the
frenzies of the priests. Such things did
for ‘the ignorant masses. The ruling
classes were wholly materialistic.

We get also a suggestion of this se-
quence.of events: a Golden Age, an Ice
Age, a Materialistic Age, and a Splritual
Age. There is no gharp line of demar-
cation between the ages. We are living
in the last named, for it cannot be suc-

cessfully contended tHat the moral obli-
gation.of individuals towards each other
is the dominant factor in our modern
gocial organization.

i i
THE TARIFF.

" The very brief reports yet received of
the tariff changes render it not very easy
to express any opinion about it, except
to say that it favors importers and is
likely to add to the revenue. It will
probably crush out one industry, that of
the rice mills, in which Victoria has
some interest. There will probably be
some changes made in the schedule be-
fore it'is finally adopted. The instruc-
tions recéived at the Custom House bear
out this yiew. There does not appearon
the whole to be very much of a depar-
ture from the principle of protection;
but on this point jadgment must be re-
served! Thg disérimination in favor of
G n, if i’t is calculated to have
the desired effect, will be received very
favorably both in the Mother Country
and Canada: Speaking under reserve,
we should say that the new schedule
seems to go a long way towards render-
ing the tariff a non-partizan question.

BY WAY OF VARIETY.

“No, I don’t, send any stories to the
Monthiy Bugle. Isent them some once,
and they returned them without reading.”
¢ How do you-know the stories were not
read ?”’ .
‘‘ Because they were returned.”’—Indian-
apolis Journal.
Mistress—Oh, Bridget! Bridget! what an
awful numskull you are. You've put the
potatoes on the'table with. the skins on—
right in front of our visitors too! You—you
—what shall-I.call you?- .
Bridget (affably )—Call me ‘“ Agnes "’ ifye
loike, mum; 'tis me other name.—New
York World.

She (bitterly)—I wonder why it is woman
as no charms for a man after she becomes
his wife? He(moréso)—Ob, I fancy she
feels more comfortable with them off.—De-
troit Journal,

He—They have a saying now that all the
world’s awzeel. 8he—To be sure itis. And
it's 8 seorcher, too, whirling at the rate of

more_than 1,000 miles an hour.—Detroit
Free Press.
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