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HON. MR. BRODEUR

GREAT STRIKE IN ROME.

2 Labormen Cease Work Because of Police
TAKES INITIATIVE Interference With Demonstration.

Rome; April 3.—A general labor strike
was proclaimed today as a protest
against the action of the police yester-

Three Officials of Department Dis-| day in breaking up an anarchistic anti-

missed as Result of His Own
It vestigation

—e

1, April 2—The budget debate
a sudden. and unexpected ter-
n shortlyp before ten o’clock
House of mons. today. Nec
ready to go op, several mem-
had prepared speeches be-
of the. House. They could
waited. for, _howewver, and g
stion 1o wm& 0T
4 meansTWas adopted, thereby ier-
¢ the debate. The .budget de-
nenced on Mareh 17 and has
ntinued, at intervals since
as been the inost prolonged
t debate in recent years.
the House met this afternoon
Borden wanted to know
lge Casscls, of the E
urt, had accepted the ap-
as royal commissioner to
the affairs of the marinc
» also wanted to know
, the officers of 'the de-
had becn suspended when
d been dir ; named in
port. The premni eplied to the
st question that he had received
from Judge Cassels just
vas entering the House, and bad
time to read it, He would in-
¢ House of its contents later.
Mr. Brodeur answered Mr.
1 cond question. Owens, the
artmment, he said,
1 suspended beiore the report
ceived.  Grege and F
use of the
ommission, but as a
{ an investigation made by him-
They  had neglected  to obey
n orders he 1
M Borden wantec
grounnds Owens had been sus-
i. Mr. Brodeur replied that it
because of his private conduct.
He had written a ‘etter to the mi
acknowledging that he had made
mistakes. Mr, Brodeur did not think
would be fair to make the detai
blie, but would let Mr. Borden see
letter if he desived. ,
The budget debate was then resumn-
| by Armstrong (Const rvative, East
Lambton).
Routine Business.
Ralph Smith (LiberalgNanaimo), has
n notiee that he Will propose #

0X -
uX

Rl o= vuprdisnt .t W

the “tegistration of labor
s and also to provide pe-
alties for the unlawial use

‘onservative, Mon-

owing

nted |

. E. Lessard,
in and Hayden,
t coal lands are now
sed or owned by the
nent company, and
lands were granted in certain
ts through the agency oi J. W.
his firm) in Winnipeg.
irlemen of Alberta have writ-
n for permission to el $5,000
bungalow at Rocklifie for the use of
ts representatives during the D. R
et, p! for which were receiv-
Major Winter today.
granting a sitc mus:
v the department, but no
anticipated. This will be
hut to be erected by other
Ottawa <orps. In design
alow of the western men will
cceedingly stiiking.
e the House adjourned a reso-
in respect to the proposed
in the excise duaties on to-
ere adopted and a drill based
was given its first reading:

The Manchester House
(Established 1886)

clerical funeral conducted by the brick-
layers and who attempted to .make a
demonstration againstthe Austrian am-
bassy which resulted in a. conflict. in
which two persoms were kelled and a
score weunded, The strike proved un-
suceessful espeeially in the centre city.
Most of the shops are open, although
the shutters - aye uyp as a protection
against possible piots. The government
has taken energetic. measures te restore
order and the entire garrison of the eity
is held o rveadiness.. Several demonstra-
f1ps werg attpmpted to-day, but were

anichists were arrested at the various
meetling places.

SHAKE-UP IN THE
~ BRITISR CABINET

Asquith Will Succéed Bannerman
Only Temporarily----Other
Changes Forecasted

b

London, April- 2.—A shake-up is
ahead in the British cabinet. Premier
Sir Henry Campbell - Bannerman’s
days are numbered. Unless he dies
in the meantime he will assuredly re-
sign by KEaster. His death or 7rc-
tirement will place three young men,
one of them the son of an American
mother, another the husband of an
\merican wife, in the running f{or
prime minister. None of them will
get the post at once. The Chancellor
of the Exehequer, H, H. Asquith, will
| succeed Mr. Bannerman, but this will
only mean a delay for the others.
| Asquith’s policy is to give the young
| men a chance. As soon as he reaches
the premiership he will put several
important changes into effect. For
himself he will have to quit the chan-
cellorship, to give himself .more time
to run the rest of the cabinet. The
premier draws no. salary so will ap-
point himself as First Lord of the
Treasury.: The post calls for little
work and pays $25,000 annually.

There will be two other resigna-
tions; one, that of Sir Henry Fowler,
who draws $10,000 annually for look-
ing after King Edward’s private pro-
s s Y -pominal title is thaiof
{ Chanceller of the Puchy of Lancaster.
| The Marquis of Ripon will also.step
down as Lord of the Privy Seal. The
place has no salary but carries with
it the title to a cabinet seat. Men al-
ready chosen for these three places—
as chancellor of exchequer, chancellor
of the Duchy of Lancaster and lord
of the privy seal—are President Lloyd-
George, oi the executive of the Board
oi  Trade; First Commissioner of
Works Lewis V. Harcourt, and Under
Secretary for the Colonies, Winston
Churchill. These three men, with
President John Burns, of the Local
Government Board, have been the
Liberal government’s successes.

MODERN RAFFLES CAUGHT.

May be Wanted Elsewhere.

1

Bulletin Sp« cial.

Calgary, April Mounted
Police have at the barracks a prison-
e¢r who may be of international fame.
About a week avo Ready’s pool rocin
at Mec e Hat was burglarized. Scv-
eral checks were taken and some of
them cushed in Calgary. Omne arrest
has been made, but the bank elerks
failed to identily the man. A coup
of days ago a man was arrested bear-
ing the naine of James Potter, alies
J.- Stanton, alias J. Maxwell. The
checks in question bear the two latter
names. The capture was made by
Policeman Craig, who detccted a sim-
jlarity between the “J” part of the
signature on the hotel register.

When taken to the police station

Whate
Lawn
Waists

The new styles in Lad-
ics’ White Lawn Waists
for spring a:e now in
stock in all sizes and a
great variety of differ-
ent patterss and de-
signs, ranging in price

from
95c.
to
$4.00

incidental to the modeérn Raffles’ pro-
fession, were discovered on the person
oi the prisoncr, indicating that unless
some explanation ef the possession of
key-hole saws, cle., was forthcoming,
that the gentleinan in question was
yetter under care than at large. It
is doubtful in the mind of the police
whether the “Mr. Potter, ete.,” is not
wanted in other places,

B. C. END OF THE G. T. P.

Construction Work to Commence in a
Few Weeks.

Winuvipeg, April 2—Timothy TFoley,
the well inown railway contractor o
St. Paul, 1s been in the city for a
couple G di 1eking errangements
to commence work on the new con-
tract which he has secured for build-
ing the one hundred mile section of
the Grand Trunk Pacific east of Prince
Rupert, and also the Kilimat arm
brapeh to conneet with the main line.
Mr. Foley says the work will start in
about two weeks time and that there
will be three thousand men requiredd
and steady work at least a yeéar and
a half at good wages is assured to
those who want it.

C. P. R. Reduce Wages of Mechamics.

Winnipeg, April 2—The C. P. R. has

W. Johostone Walker &

notified its machinists, boiler makers
and iron moulders that the present
wage seale will e términated at the

end of thirty days, Rumors .current

Cottipany

267 Jasper Avende East.

of an impending strike are contra-
dicted, Enquiries among the men ab

i no trouble, nor is any anticipated.

—~—

Suspicious Character Arresied Who,

several neat little saws and other tools p

PROMPT ACTION .
TAKEN AT OTTAWA

Cabinét Formally Appoiants Judge
Cassels Commissioner to Inves-
@ tigate Brodeur’s Department

Oftawa, April 3—An order in council
appointing Hon. Justice Cassels as
royal commisisoner to_investigate the
charges of wrong doing made in the
report of the civil service commission
against unnamed officials in the ma-

Commons today, The document quotes
the following paragraph from the re-
poit in reference to the department:

“There would also seem to be a
lack of conscience in connection with
the enormous expenditures which were
deemed necessary; the word discount
never appears. It is tacitly assumed
that there is no guch thing but the
whole commercial’ world knows other-
wise. No one benefits from trade
with the government except the trad-
er and then it must be clear that in
those great purchases made by the
government without discount, its of-
ficers. must be assisting the trader to
get better prices from the governmen
than he can get anywhere else. For
everywhere else he has to give dis-
count. In other words some of the
government officers are serving two
masters and apparently succeeding
with Dboth, the Scripture notwith-
standing.”

The order then goes on to state:
“The minister (Brodeur) further ob-
serves that it is assumed by that state-
ment that commissions are derived
improperly, or enhanced prices paid
through dishonesty on the part of the
off®ials of the department of marine
and fisheries. But, unfortunately,the
report does not mention any name
which would enable him to take de-

It is, however, in the interest of the
department of marine and fisheries
and o! the country that immediate
steps should be ‘taken in order to de-
termine what officials (if any) deserve
condemnation, and to give all-an op-
portunity to meet the charges im-
lliiL’!l..y
Will Appoint a Commission.

The order concludes with a® recom-
mendation that the Hon. Walter Cas-
sele be’ appotnted a commisioner g iv-
vestigate and report upon the fore-
going statements contained in the said
report of the civil service commission
reflecting upon the integrity of the of-
ficials of this department.

The course adopted by the govern
ment is the natural and proper one
{under the circumstances. The-charges
of wrong doing made against officials
of the depamtment will be investigat-
|gated by the commissioner whose in-
| tegrity and non-partisanship are un-
vimpeachable.

| .
+ _His report will not be open to any

‘charge of political oras, as the op-!

, position wonld probably allege should
| Hon. Mr. Brodeut himself undertake
[to ferret out the truth of the charges.
On fhe other hand the reorganization
of the department and correction of all
wistakes in the present system of ac-
counting, ete., must be ledt to the min-
izter in charge, who is the respon-
sible head and who is in the best posi-
tion to carry to a conclusion the re-
organization already begun.

THE WESTERN CANADA
TURF ASSOCIATION

Final Organization Meeting Held Last
Night at Calgary.—Organization
Confined to. Alberta, Saskatche-
wan, and British Columbia.

Bulletin Special.

Calgary, April 4.—The final ’or-
ganization meeting of the Western
Canada Turf Association was held last
night.  Delegates from the different
cities and \towns on the cireuit. at-
tending were .as follows: MeGuire,
Lethbridge; A. P. Dobson, San Fran-
cisco; PT=—Bell, Winnipeg; Alexander,
Saskaftoon; Martin, Mooge Jaw; Welli-
ver, Red Deer; Beebe, Blairmore;
Watson, Claresholm; D. R. Stewart,
Edmonton; Haig, Johnson, Pa&w.
Ruttle, EI Richardson, Chief ¢ rt
and President Moodie, of Calgary.

It was decided to confine the as-
isociation to the three western pro

Alberta, Saskatchewan ~and
British Columbia, cuting out Manito-
ba. Dr. Bell made a strong plea for

Vinnipeg, but the meeting refused to
comnsider their being taken in, claim-
ing it would make the eirgumit . too
great. The association will adopt the
constitution and by-laws of the

the coast racing, and of the American
Trotting Association to govern harness
racing. The initiation fee was fixed
at thirty dollars per day ofsracimg,
the clubs to pay half the salary  of
the starting judge and the press agent,
as well as hali the cost of the starting

smaller towns thought it was tod
much, but were informed that ste-
wards would consider their cases.

The annual meetings of the associa-
tion will be  hekl. on . the , seecand
Thursday of every January, the place
of next meeting to be set at eyery an-
nual meeting. . Five stewards were
elected. They are: Moodie, Calgasy;

+hreys, Lethbridge. Dr, Bell resigned

finite action concerning these official=. |

Pacifie Jockey Club, which controls’

gate. Several delegates from ‘thq;

loYoloJojolclolololofololeIolooIoICIOLC]
CAMBRIDGE WON.

London, April 4—Cambridge
won boat-race by four lengths
from Oxford. Fifty thovsand
spectators limed the - banks.
The race was one of the most
keenly fought of recent years,
and the -time has been only
four times beaten, the record
being made by Cambridge in
1893, being .18 minufes 47 sec-
onds.

(OXOROYOYOXOFOROXOXOXOROROXCHOZO]
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PCREORPEEPPERPEEPORE®

Tried to Board Freight.

Berlin, Ont;, Aprik 2—While {rying
to board a Grand Trunk fast freight

Hpe and fisherice deparbinent, LS pons dplikdd Jigda, leca b delob-bere
P o e able of the House o:]tonight an unknown man {ell under

the wheels and was_inetantly killed.

BIG HOTEL FOR
THE WEST END

l

New Up-to-date Buildicg Contem-
plated at the Corner of Jasper
Avenue and Fifth Street.

As briefly stated .dn the Bulletin
yesterday an option has been given
by Byron T. Huyke to a company of
promoters represented by IY, M. Lan-
{nic ior the property at the southeast
corner of Jasper and Fifth street. The
property consists ¢f two vacant lots,
Nos. 61 and 62, block 4, with a front-
age of 106 2-3 feet on Jasper and 150
feet on Fifth street.. The price asked
for the corner, which is one of the
most desirable in ‘thie west of the city,
15 $565,000,

The object of the syndicate that
have the property in view is to ereet
a first class hotel at a cost ef $60,-
000. If the deal goes through the
| structure will likely be put up this
! summer.

e AR s o
Will Take It Qut of People.

Havelock, Ont., April 3.—Because of a
| by-law raising the liquor licenses from
$250 to 8750, the license holders threat-
ened to close up, but have now applied
for licenses under the new rate, and will
charge fifteen instead of ten cents for
sealed goods.

Sudden Freeze-Up Will Hurt Grain.

Orange lHe, "Aprif*@<t X thaw here,
followed by a suddén freeze-up will do
considerable damage to unprotected fall
wheat and rye in this district.

JUNE FAIR WILL BE
| PURELY A SPOCK SHOW

The Classification of the Prize List
Will. Be Confined to Horses,
Cattle, Sheep and Swine.—Direc-
tors’ Meeting Last Night.

The Edmonton fair of June next
will be a purely stock show. Thnis
was the decision arrived at last night
by the meeting of the provisional
directors of the Edmonton Exhibition
Association in the office of Mountitield
& Graves. The chair was occupied by
{J. H. Morris, president of the associa-
[ tion, and a number of general ques-
tions with reference to the midsum-
mer fair were considered.

The principal matter was in con-
| nection with the prize list, It was
| decided that the elassification be eon-
fined entirely to horses, cattle, sheep
and swine. It will be a stock fair
pure and simple, while the fall fair,
to take place from tne 6th to the 8th
of October, will be purely agricul-
11111';11,

The matter of attractions for the
{ June show was not decided upon, but
| was left over until after the statutory
!nm'tinr_' on’\the 14th, when a per-
{ manent bogrd . of directors will be
{ chosen and other business transacted.
{ Secretary Mountifield  has already
loffers of a number of excellent attrac-
(tions, and there-is no doubt but that
i this end of the show will be well pro-
| vided for. 7 "

All the spaces in the exhibition
building will be let this year tq manu-
factures. This area was formerly de-

'\'nlwl to ladies work, dairy and school
| exhibits, ete., but the latter will have
{their turn at the fall exhibition.
!  The Strathcona people have not
| given any satisfaction to the directors
:;1bnut uniting in. a twin city as-
| sociation, so the Edmonton association
has decided to go ahead by itself. A
|'vote of $700 has, however, been made
by the Stratheona city council towards
‘an Edmonton-Strathcona exhibit at
‘tlu: Dominion Fair.

The prospects look wery bright for
?u record gathering here in June and
tno efforts will be spared to get - to-
gether the greatest gathering of live
stock ever seen in Western Canada.

Possibilities of War,

London, April 4.—Sir Robert Giffen,
addressing the Royal United Service
Institution, gave a new form to the
question of the gold reserve, in the
form eof a vision of the calamities that
an outbreak of a war with a firsi-class
power would bring upon Great Britain
—such a breakdown of the credit sys-
tem, ruin of merchants and bankers,
and a run for cash on all sides in a
general panie, Sir Robert then pro-
{ ceeded to urge the necessity of a

the ledding railway centres through- Alexander, Sagkatoon; Stewart,, Ed-|greatly increased gold reserve as &
out the west, all answered that there monton; Martin, Moose Jaw; Hump-| war chest. in order to avoid resort to

j inconvertible paper.

SEEDING IS T0
BEGIN NEXT WEEK

Optimistic Crop, Prospects Come
From All Parts]of Alberta
and Saskatchewan.

Winnipeg, April 4.—From telegra-
phic reports received this evening
from all points all miany many man(so
from points all over the west, it is
evident ‘that whereas last year seed-
ing did not begin ¢ill May 10th and
12th, and wds not general until well
on_in the second half of the month,
this year wheat seeding, unless there
is an unexpected setback, should be
about eoncluded by the end of the
present month. In one or two dis-
triets where the land dis light and well
drained, there is ‘a report of seeding
having actually begun, while others
are preparing to* start next week.
Many farmers. however, are nervous
of sowing much wheat before the 1t5h,
and work will not be gencrai until
then. It is significant that the con-
sensus of opinion is that the soil was
never in better shape to receive the
grain, and the present note is decid-
edly optimistic.

The following are the reports from
different parts of Alberta and Sas-
katchewan :

Calgary—Seeding has fairly begun,
though it is not general, as the farm-
ers are satisfied to wait if the ground
is prepared, Harrowing was general
a month back. but the cold snap de-
layed the work somewhat. There is
little spring wheat here as the fall
variety is favored but the area of oats,
barley and flax is largely increased.

Lethbridge—Seeding has commenc-
ed and acreage will be large. The
acreage scuth to the boundary has in-
creased three-fold and in the Mormon
district fifty per cent. The winter
wheat is in good shape, with very lit-
tle injured. Several steam plowing
outfits have been imported, and there
are plenty of cgntracts.

Medicing Hat—Fall wheat is show-
ing np“@@€en and vigorous, and though
in the south around the Cypress Hills
frost is still in the ground, elsewhere
plowing has been started,

Regina—The crop prospects here are
the brightest and seeding operations
will commence within a week, if the
fine- weather continues, and will be
general by the middle of the week.

Sivose Jaw—The crop prospects
were never better, seven thousand
acres of mew land has been preparea

-

and the land generally is in excellent |

shape, Work will be commenced
within a week, and many new steam

plowing outfits will be operated this |

season.
Brandon, Man.., April 4—The out-
look for early seeding is first class.

though the farmers are not anxious |
to start before the tenth or fifteenth. |
Many will start on. Monday. The |

acreage is largely inecreased.
Wetaskiwin, Alta., April 4—The
crop prospects are above the aver:

1and everything is favorable- to earl;

seeding,

Everything is favorable for the crops
and seeding will be general before
the fifteenth.

Lloydminster, Alta., April 4—The |
weather-is excellent and prospects are |

that the crop will be exceptionally

good. There is a large increase in |

the acreage,

WILL BE GREAT YEAR

FOR CATTLE TRADE

| away the books before leaving to

H. C. McMullen, Genkral Stock Agent
of C. PTOR., Talks Optimistically

of Situation—Shigments Ard Very
Larre—Many Fed Cattle 'Going
Out,

Calgary, April 3— " “The cattle trade
this year will be the best in tl
tory of the west.”

e his-

This was the cheering sentence that
fell from the lips of Mr. H. C. Me-
Mullen, general stock agent of the

P, R. at Calgary. 1

“The shipimments of fed cattle are
very large for the scason of the year—
by far the largest in ycars. And if
cattle on the hoof can hold their own
with the percentage of increase made
in the fed cattle trade, this year will
wtahlish a - general record that will
be hard to beat.”

“The cattle were -never looking in
better condition; the spirit among the
cattlemen has never - been better;
there is plenty of fodder to be found,
and lastly, but not leastly, nature has
been very kind to the cattle trade in
a score of different ways.

“Yes, things eertainly look good to
me -in the section of affairs that I
am interested in. The meat develop-
ment will be good thig' year- anyway,
no matter what happens to the other
resourees.”’

Charge of Fraud Dismissed.

Winnipeg, April 4. —Judge I)'u“x\(m yes-
terday dismissed beth charges of fraud
against Geo. M. Samuels of the North-
western Supply Company, who earried on
a mail order business, on the grounds
that there was insufficient evidence. The
cases were preferred by Samwuel Arthur
and Robert Sargent of Mather. The lat-
ter sent an order of $18.80 in November
receiving acknowledgiment. The goods
not arriving he entered action in Jan-
uary but subsequently received a cheque
for the amount,

MADE GOOD BARGAIN.
In Purchase of Bell System Is Opinion
Of Deputy ‘Minister Stocks. ~

Calgary, Alta., April 3.—John Stocks,
deputy minister of public works, came
up from Medicine Hat, where he was
looking after the organization of the
public works. He. stopped over in Cal-
gary for the purpose of looking to the
transfer of the Bell Telephone service to
the government.

Mr. Stocks, being a government official
had but little to say about the transfer,
but he was guite emphatic that the gov-
ernment had made an excellent hargain
and the price was near that of the esti-
mate made by the government.

Mr. Stocks says that the work of the
government is proceeding very rapidly.
The Medicine Hat bridge is a Very ex-
cellent one. The work upon the Taber
bridge: will -be started at once. The
bridge at Gleiche® will not be begun
until ‘after the high water.

BURGLARS FOILED
BY ACCOUNTANT

Courageous,Young Winnipegger Re-
fused Combination of Wault
Even Under Fire.

Wimnipeg, April 3.—A daring at-
tempt was made to rob Nicholgon &
Bain; manufacturers’

5 agents, last
night.

‘ Leo Caliaghan, accountant, re-
turning last night to straighten ap the
books, it being the end of the quarter,
worked until a few minutes to clcwnr
He was then replacing the books in
}}10 safe, when he heard a voice z<1\k'
Are you closing for the nights” -
¥ ght:
Turning Callaghan saw a_man at
th counter. i
“\‘G.‘, said Callaghan.
No, by hell, you are not.”
the stranger diving under the flap of
the counter, Callaghan promptly leap-
ed qut of the vault, and n}rn:nﬁ
swung and elosed the safe door. \\t
I}(‘ closed the inner door, the robber
fired, butsCallaghan closed the uu':‘x'
(I_ocrs. and turning the handle twirled
the combination, effectually balking
the robber. The latter clearing 111;
counter ran down to the door alreilmw
Callaghan over the head with his ro.
volver; > 5
“Open that vault.” cried the bur-
glar.  “Open it or I will blow your
J‘wa(} off.”-and he flourislied the pis-
lO{]ll t_he young man’s face,
“‘[) \\'111_1101," cx'iedv Callaghan.
pen 1t, or you will not leave this
place.” g
“T will not,”

replied

IC~

L was the reply again.
_“Then take that,” and the burelar
fired a second shot which took :\Ffwct
in Callaghan’s left foot almost sever-

| ing the little toe.

Refusgd To Give Up Combination.
Callaghan staggered against the
wall, but persistently refused to give

| up the combination, ‘or to work it out

ifor the man. Meanwhile a second man
entered, but did not show a revolver
or pass the counter, and the foiled

: | robbers went through Callaghan’s ov-
South Battleford, Sask., April 4—|

ercoat, which was hanging on a nail,

securing a smail sum of money, but|

did not attempt to go through the
clothing he was \\'eu‘riny_t Finally
throwing sixty cents on the counter
with the remark: “There is enough for
your supper,” they disappeared.
Dazed and in great pain, Callaghan
forgot the telephone in the office and

| ran to Connel’s drug store, where he

phorgd the police, "Despite the pain
he returned with the police to give
sistance, and then finished putti

3-
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home and have a physician dress his
100t.

Callaghan. said he was not surpris-
ed, but instinctively closed the door
when he saw it was not a friend, The
first shot passed within an inch or
so of his waist by the position in
which the bullet was found, and

{ though the men wore no masks he did
{ not think he could definitely deseribe
| them thought the second man was

bigger than the firgt.. The peculiar
feature of this attempted robbery was
that on the two preceding nights Cal-
laghan had been called wupon the
phone, but on answering nobody was
therfe, This was probably done to
find out if he was there aund alone,
Police Found the Buliets_

When the police arrived they fecund
eonsiderable disorder. On the floor
behind the desk was embedded a much
disfigured bullet, the one which had
passed through Callaghan’s foot. In
the vault and embedded in a pile of
shorthand note books was the second
bullet. Tt had passed through several
books and -was greatly flattened out.
Both had been fired from a pistol of
32-calibre, and of the “short model.”
On the floor of the wvault was found
the electric light which is used f
lighting the interiotr, It was orig
ally” attached to a socket in the out
office, but Callaghan had not waited
to carry it out, and the force with
which the heavy steel doors had been
closed had cut the wires of ‘the lamp
as if with a pair of shears.

BIG FIRE IN LONDON.

$300,000 Loss .in Manufacturing Plants
Eighty Per Cent. Insurance.

London, April 2.—Fire tonight de-!

stroyed the Hobbs Glass Manufactur-

ing Company, damaging also the mir-|

ror plant of the Canada Furniture
Company in the same building, and
some stock of the Western Wire and
Nail Co. The loss is $300,000, with
insurance of 80 per cent. Two fire-
men were injured by falling bricks.
The cause is unknown.

DETAILS OF THE
CHANNEL TRAGEDY

Collision of British Warships At Night
In Channel Results In Death
Of Thirty-Six.

Portsmouth,April 3—Thirty-six men,
including Lieutenant Middleton, the
commander oi the torpedo boat de-
stroyer Tiger, lost their lives in the
collision off the 1lsle of Wight last
night ‘between the wvessey and the
British cruiser Berwick.

The vessels belong to the Ports-
mouth division of the Brtish home
fleet and were engaged in night man-
ocuvres in the channel while on their
way to Portland. The night was dark
and the Berwick was steaming slowly.
When: ithe destroyer attempted to
cross the cruiser’s bow, she was caught
amidships and cut in half with knife-
fiilke pracision, sinking almost im-
mediately. The deck erew, who were
dressed in heavy oilskins and boots
went down with the vessel, not haw-
ing time to free themselves from the
heavy encumbrances. Most of the
twenty-two men saved were engincers
and stokers, who, having light cloth-
ing were able to keep themselves afloat
until boats from other ships picked.
them up.

The smaller naval .vessels  were in
the midst of an tuttack on their big-
ger consorts when the disaster oceur-
red. The entire fleet was under mask-
¢d lights and in the absolute darkness
the Tiger was suddenly struck square
amidships Dy the Berwick..-The sharp
stem of this vessel cut the destroyer
in two as if she had been made of
paper.  The forward  half sank in-
stantaneously and the sea became
jdotted with struggling men. Most of
them, however, sank before help could
reach them., The warships in the
immediate vicinity quickly had their
boats overboard and the scene of the
tragedy was brilliantly illuminated by
a concentration of seagghlights. The
after portion of the Tiget floated long
enough to enable those on “board to
seize life belts. They threw them-
selves into the water and were able
to kecp afloat until picked up. Lieut.
William E. Middleton “was on the
bridge at the time of the disaster and
went down -with the forepart of-the
ship. The Tiger had a complement of
59 men and was of-400 tons. The col-
lision occurred at 8.10 a’clock.

Miscalculated Soeed.

Both the Bewwiek and Tiger belong
to the . Portsmouth division of the
home fleet and were engaged in night
manoeuvres in the channel on the

- to Portland. Just how the acci-

occurred is not clear, but th=2
night was intensely dark and it is
supposed the commander of the Tiger
miscalculated the speed of the Ber-
wiek; whose bow it attempted to cross.

Jefore the crew were aware of their
danger the prow of the cruiser loom-
ed out of the gloom and striking the
frail destroyer fairly amidships cut
her in two, the forward section sink-
ing immedately,

The searchlights of -half a dozen
ships immediately illuminated the
scene and revealed a score of men
struggling for life in the water. Roats
were launched but few of the sailors
were adle to reach them. The officer
of another ship reports:—

“The first we knew of anything
wrong happening was when we saw
the flash and heard a loud report. We
supposed it to be a gun. ~In reality
the flash and report came when the
sea water reached the Dboiler room,
causing an escape of steam which
must have scalded todeath every one
it touched. It was horrible to see the
forms struggling in the water. Many
men went_ under just as help was
within reach. I do not believe there
is any hope of raising “the Tiger or
recovering the bodies as the wreck
lies in too deep water.” ;

Warships in the immediate vicinity
soon had boats overboard and on the
scene of the tragedy. The afterpart of
the Tiger floated for a minute or two,
just long cnough to enable those on
board to seize liie boatsy, They thiew
themselves inte the water and were
able to keep afloat till picked up. The
Tiger was in an accident last Sep-
tember when manoccuvering.

Son of Sir Richard Middleton.

Ottawa, April 4.—Lieut, Middleton,
commander of the torpedo boat Tiger,
sunk off the Isle of ‘Wight, was the
son of Sir Richard Middleton, former
commander,

TORONTO’S REPRESENTATION.

Will Have Eight Members in Legisla-
ture—Whitney’s Scheme.

Toronto, April 4.—Premier Whitney
has announced what the redistribu-
tion will do for Toronto. ' The city is
to have four ridings and -eight mem-
bers, there being two members to
each riding, In each riding the
election for each member will be
a distinet affair. Theve are to. be’
candidates for meémber “A,” and cer-
tain othe» candidates. for member
l “B.” They are to be known as mem-
| bers “A” and “B,” the government
not having decided what to call them.
“Senior” and “Junior”” have been sug-
gested, but it is pointed out that the
junior might get the larger number of
| votes. Each voter will have two votes
| one for member “A’ and one for mem-
ber “B” in two ridings.

| -

; Local Option Votes.

| Woodstock, Ont., April 4 —The town
;of Woodstock and the townships of

Zorra and Brantford will vote on local
C option in January, and so will Inger-
I soll and Tilsonburg, | ¢
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