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By Randolph, parly le in the Ça nadian Magazine.

F rob abiliayaoinhrdlu tao taoindlupp 
"Frob&bly no public utility is so sup

remely important at the present time 
as the telephone—from the standpoint of 
convenience if not of absolute necessity. 
A$d yet, everybody knows that even at 
the end of a third-century since Profes
sor Bell exploited his system for the 
transmission of sound the telephone, 
wùiW it has reached the status of a bus
iness facility and necessity, is still to a 
very large extent in the dignified yet 
doubtful position of a private luxury. 
That is true, at least as far as Canada 
is concerned. T But there is assurance 
that the time of exclusiveness in the 
control of this great boon to mankind 
is passing for quite recently, at Toronto, 
there was a meeting #vhose significance 
cannot easily be properly appreciated. Lt 
was the second annual meeting of the 
Canadian Independent Telephone Asso
ciation, an institution whose Secretary 
reported that at the end of this the sec
ond year of its existence the number of 
•‘lndependent,, telephones in use in Can
ada was 19,000., compared with 12,000, as 
reported by him a year ago.

The importance of an efficient and 
satisfactory telephone service in all part.3 
of the country has become a factor in 
municipal, provincial and even Dominion 
politics. The Government- of Manitoba 
faced the polls at the last general elec
tion in that Province with the question 
of the control of telephones ; as the 
chief plank in their platform ; the Gov
ernment of Alberta have undertaken to 
build trunk telephone lines in order that 
independent systems may have connec
tions with one another and they sut> 
senbers be immeasurably benefited there 
by; and the Government of Saskatch- 
wan have engaged an expert to advise 
them as -to the best way to give the peo
ple of that Pro vine an efficient, econom
ical telephone service. So it would seem 
that even if the attempt made by Sir 
>Y llliam Mu lock to induce the Dominion 
Government to adopt a “telephone” pol
icy for the whole Dominion is not car
ried any further, the Provincial Govern
ments are ready to deal with the situa
tion themselves.

Canadians are justly proud of the fact 
that a Canadian citizen, Prof. Alexand
er Graham Bell, invented his system of 
telephonic communication at Brantford. 
Ontario, a little more than thirty years 
ago, and it is gratifying to know that 
the Board of Trade of what has come 
to be known as the “Telephone City" 
have undertaken to erect a monument 
in honor of that notable achievement. 
But there is another reason why Brant
ford should be known ad the “Telephone 
City”—the fact that the Lorimer sys
tem of automatic telephony, a system 
that promises to revolutionize the ordi
nary method of telephony, was invented 
in that same city by the Lorimer Bro
thers.

For years these young meii, like hun
dreds of other engineers and electricians 
worked incessantly With a view of pro
ducing an apparatus that would auto
matically perform the delicate work that 
had all along been performed by the 
“helloa” girls, and the fact that they 
have succeeded and that their system is 
the pioneer in the “independent” field 
in Canada will undoubtedly place their 
names on the scroll of honour side by 
side with that of Prof. Bell. They had 
two main objects in view—to give the 
subscriber, the one who tises .the tele
phone, a service that would be prompt, 
certain and absolutely private, and to 
reduce the cost of operation.

When Bell made his invention the 
people of his day could hardly realize 
that it was a useful one, capable of com
ing into general commercial use, and that 
it would command the investment of 
hundreds of millions of dollars. Yet we 
all know how the telephone has entered 
into the life of all communities and that 
millions have ben invested in and made 
out of its manufacture and operation. 
Central energy, automatic telephony, as 
discovered by the Lorimprs, and as em
bodied in their system, mark - the next 
great step forward in telephone devel
opment, and it now looks as if it will 
sooner or later supplant present methods 
and come into general use, commanding 
the investment of large sums of money.

To visit the exchange room of the 
Canadian Machine Telephone Company, 
Limited, at Peterborough, Ontario, where 
the first exchange of this system has 
been installed and successfully operating 
for about two years, gives one the eerie 
sensation of being in an enchanted 
realm, for the spectacle of ti mere ma
chine, a thing devoid, of sense or under
standing, performing what was describ
ed at'the Téléphoné investigation as a 
nerve-racking operation, is nothing short 
of marvellous. Most persons have heard 
of how the girl at the keyboard sits 
throughout the long weary hours watch 
ing the little incandescent lights as they 
appear and disappear, and doing her 
best to Leep up with them. ÙÎ course, 
the Lorimer invention cannot spe, but it 
caft feel, whiçh is in some respects a 
much more delicate operation. And, 
what is of supreme importance, it feels 
more rapidly and more persistently than 
a girl can see, and its capabilities are 
greater.

It is rather difficult to fully appreciate 
what it means to talk with a person 
miles away from you, simply by means of 
an automatically operated telephone. As 
well as 1 am able to describe it, the op
eration is as follows 1 You wish to call 
number 361. There are in front of you 
on the telephone box four slides, each 
representing units, tens, hundreds or 
thousands. The slides are worked up or 
down, and the desired number is ob
tained on about the same principle as 
one adjusts an everlasting calendar, Ü’pr 
number 361, you take up the hundreds, 
stopping at three. Then the next slide 
is stopped at six, and the next at one. 
The process seems to be a little awkward 
at first, but it really is very simple, and 
during the short time that I was there 
I found a fascination about it that in
creased as I became more used to it. 
Having arranged the numbers you swift
ly turn a crank and place the receiver 
to your ear, and if you do not get the 
busy buzz, you press the button.—That 
is all you have to do, except to tqlk when 
your call is answered. Tt^e response by

the machine to your call is amazing to 
one not used to it and connections are 
always made in a uniform time.

The simplicity and durability of the 
system were two features which were im
pressed upon me. The method cd making 
the call is simple, and the telephone is 
so made that one cannot make any mis
take that would put it out of order. In 
other words, it is called “fool proof.” 
The central office apparatus is very sub
stantial, and was handled in my pres
ence in such a manner as to demonstrate 
beyond all doubt that it" is a positive 
working machine, strongly built, not re
quiring delicate treatment, and not in 
any respects an apparatus of flimsy 
springs or wires, liable to wear quickly 
or get out of order. This is further 
borne out by the fact that no attendant 
remains with the apparatus during night 
time, although it continues give ser
vice.

But while it is not necessary for me 
to explain how the machinery does its 
part, it is possible for all to see and ap
preciate its advantages over the man
ual system. For instance, it is impos
sible for any one to “butt” in when you 
are talking. If a person should call up 
your number while you are using youf 
telephone, all he will hear will be the 

busy buzz,” which tells him that your 
telephone is in use. When you are talk
ing over a line you are satisfied that 
there is no third party on the line. This 
advantage of secrecy is one that 1 be
lieve will commend itself to the sub
scriber the more he uses his telephone, 
as the most private matter can be dis
cussed with safety. The Lorimer sys
tem has no listening board. So import
ant is this feature of absolute privacy, 
one is inclined to think that Shakes
peare must have had it in mind when 
he put into Polonius’ mouth the follow
ing advice to his son Laertes : “Give ev
ery man thy ear, but few thy voice.” 
INow that there is some party talk m 
favor of Government control of the tele
phone systems, one cannot help wonder
ing whether the party in power and con
trolling the telephones would not take an 
unfair advantage of their opportunity 
by establishing a listening, board / as is 
possible with any manual system, and 
recording the communications of their 
opponents. The adoption of the Lorimer 
automatic would remove such possibil
ity. Again the fact that you make your 
own connections removes any annoying 
uncertainty about the truth of “Cen
tral's” assertion of “busy,” and there 
is no further annoyance in the form of 
the interruption “finished?”

No matter whether the person you 
are speaking to thinks you have finish
ed, and accordingly hangs up the re
ceiver’ you can call him back by simply 
pressing the button and without having 
to qwait the pleasure or. convenience of 
Central.” When you have finished the 

simple operation of hanging up your 
receiver disconnects the number, and 
you are ready to make another call. That 
brings to my mind a further advantage. 
Instead of having to wait, sometimes 
indefinitely, until the girl observes that 
you are trying to get another number, 
and-not merely continuing your first con 
versation, you change the numbers your
self in a twinkling, turn the crank, and 
away it goes. When a number of calls 
have to be made this advantage is very 
material. And, again you get no wrong 
numbers; the machine dees not make 
mistakes, and it gives as prompt a ser
vice at night or on Sunday as during 
week days, as the samë number of ma
chines or operators are on duty all the 
time.

An important point in connection with 
the Lorimer system is the fact that if a 
telephone gets out of order, if a wire ’8 
broken or cut, or anything else gees 
wrong to interfere with the service, it 
is not necessary for the subscriber to 
complain, for the fact will be immedi
ately recorded in the exchange room. 
Even should a subscriber turn in a call 
and go away and leave it, thus tying 
up his telephone and the one called, the 
exchange room will receive a warning 
in th shape of an alarm which will con
tinue sounding until the man in charge 
takes action by restoring the telephones 
to their normal condition, an operation 
that is performed in a second of time. 
In this as well as in other respects, the 
apparatus seems almost human in its 
sensitiveness, because it is always ill at 
ease whenever anythin gis out of order. 
There is an intimate, personal touen 
about the thing that is extremely at
tractive, and it grows on the subscriber 
with a peculiar fascination.

The economical side of the Lorimer sys
tem is, from the Owner's standpoint, the 
most important of all. 'In the first place 
-all manual labor by the girl operators is 
eliminated, and therefore the saving in 
that alone is an important item. This 
elimination of the girl operator also 
solves all of the serious questions con
sidered and reported upon by the Royal 
Commission appointed to investigate the 
rather startling conditions which came 
\p light during the strike of the opera- 
fore in Toronto last winter. Then the 
principle, the percentage principle, 
which torms the basis of the Lorimer 
system, is peculiar to itself, and is im
portant from the economical and engin 
eering point of view. The central office 
equipment consists of a number of units 
or sections, each complete in itself, and 
each serving one hundred subscribers. 
There is not an individual piece of ap
paratus for every subscriber, but a suf
ficient number of connecting divisions 
(made common to the one hundred sub
scribers) are provided in each section 
of one hundred to handle the greatest 
number of calls that are made at any
one time. This reduces cost, induces 
simplicity and removes many of the ex
pensive and puzzling engineering aim- 
culties presented in other systems m tne 
large multiple exchanges. We have all 
wondered why it was that the charge for 
telephone service increased where the 
largest number of subscribers were be
ing served. This is explained by the 
fact that the large switchboard increase 
in cost out of proportion to the num
ber of subscribers they are going to serve 
and also owing to the fact that a large 
multiple switchboard cannot be added 
to. With the Lorimer system the cost 
is always almost directly in proportion 
to the number of subscribers served, as

all sections or machines to do the work 
for lQfl subscribers are exactly alike and 
as the initial installation may be in
creased as the business develops by sim
ply adding another machine to look after 
each additional one hundred. The per
centage may be increased or diminished 
as the demands of the particular com
munity to be served may require.

Just one thing more while I am speak
ing about my visit to the Peterborough 
exchange. 1 called up some of the sub
scribers and found a delightfully clea^ 
talking line. The distinctness with 
which the voice was heard was very 
marked. This, as was explained to me, 
is largely due to the fact that the posi
tive connection made by the machine is 
much more reliable than the easily 
worn plugs and cords used by the girl 
operators.

With so attractive a system as this in 
the field, it looks as if the “independent" 
movement, which seems bound to forge 
ahead, will have a remarkably rapid de
velopment, and that the telephone, in
stead of being a business necessity or a 
private luxury, will be found in almost 
every house in town and country as well 
as in the cities. I was informed that 
already, while comparatively little has 
been heard through the daily press ot 
this wonderful system, it is being install
ed in Brantford and Lindsay, Ontario, 
and Edmonton, Alta., the latter being a 
municipal plant. As a Canadian inven
tion, developed by Canadian enterprise, 
Canadian^ will be interested in seeing 
it go forward to the success which 
would seem to surely await it.

STRATHCONA COUNCIL
IN REGULAR SESSION

From Wednesday’s Bulletin.

Large Numbers of Communications 
Come Before the Strathcona Ald
ermen—Report Asked for on the 
Bridge Sidewalk.

The Strathcona city council were in 
regular weekly session last night, the 
chair vvas occupied ? y Mayor Mills 
and all the aldermen were present 
with the exception of Aid. McFarland.

After reading of minutes, etc., the 
regular business was proceeded with.

Communications.
Besides a large number of letters 

dealing with drafts and bills due, 
which were referred to the secretary- 
treasurer for reply, the following w^ve 
the communications

Dr. Archibald, medica1 health of
ficer, stating that Dr. Re veil had 
hade examination of the city water 
and found traies of vegetable matter. 
He suggested that it be boiled before 
using. The letter was filed.

R. W. Lendrum appealed against 
assessment of lands which he said 
were in part covered with water and 
were not of the value of ordinary 
farm lands.

A. T. Mode, on behalf of school 
trustees, wrote notifying that there 
would be three vacancies on the board 
and asking that this notice be ac
knowledged.

G. J. Kinnaird, commissioner, Ed
monton, wrote re the sale of electric 
power approved by the city council 
and stating that connections have 
been made. The letter was filed.

Mayor Mills suggested that as about 
$73,900 is locked up in electric light 
system that steps be taken to have a 
proper accounting system devised. The 
letter was referred to the fire and light 
committee and the secretary-treasurer 
to report.

Bullman Bros., Winnipeg, wrote 
with reference to maps of the city be
ing made. The letter was filed.

Major F. J. Jamieson, B squadron, 
wrote enclosing letter from Col. Steele, 
D.O.C., asking for a free site for the 
building of an armory. The indus
trial committee were asked to report 
at next meeting.

Robert H. Cook, Areola, offered a 
three-year loan of seventy-five per 
cent, on the debentures at the rate of 
8 per cent. A reply was sent that the 
city was not in a position to con
sider the proposition. The leter was 
filed.

G. A. Stimpson & Co., Toronto, 
stated that they might sell the city 
debentures and asking for the quo- 
tion of fixed definite price. The sec* 
retary treasurer replied that all the 
debentures were in the hands of the 
Imperial bank and he was not aware 
what steps were to be further taken. 
The letter was filed.

William# C. Brant, Toronto, also 
wrote along the same lines. The letter 
was filed.

J. Gainer & Co. called attention to 
the necessity of grading from Whyte 
avenue on Cameron street to the top of 
Mill Creek hill. The letter was re
ferred to the public works commit
tee.

To Open up Street.
A largely signed petition was read 

from -ratepayers for the opening up 
of West Railway street in the south 
ern end of the city. It was referred 
to the public works corpmittee with 
power to act.

In this connection J. J. Duggan 
spoke on behalf of P. Burns & Co. He 
said that when. Mr. Burns located his 
slaughter hop.se in the south end he 
did not anticipate the closing of East 
Railway street by the railway.

Reports of Committees.
8The accounts of the week were re

ferred to the various committees and 
ordered to be paid if found correct.

Unfinished Business.
Aid. McKenzie, for the finantie com

mittee, suggested that the account of 
Landscape Architect Todd for $275 be 
paid. A motion to this effect w as car
ried.

With reference to an auditor the 
mayor stated that he had seen Mr. 
Meagher, bookkeeper at the brew
ery, and also Mr. Blythe, of Edmon
ton. The latter said lie would do the 
work if the brewery people did not 
object, and Mr. Blythe asked till Sat
urday to give a reply. Applications 
were read from H. F. Greenwood and 
Clias. Ed. Gay cox. The matter was 
left over till next meeting.

Reports of Officers. %
City Engineer 4. J. McLean report

ed that he had seen Commisioner Kin
naird, of Edmonton, and the latter 
haJd agreed to take the city’s note for 
ninety days at 8 per cent, for $862.12 
in payment for purchase of 715 feet 
of fifteen inch tile for the extension 
of the sewerage to the brewery and 
the flats.

THE PREMIER’S 
TORONTO SPEECH

Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s Forceful 
Address Before Canadian Manu

facturers’ Association.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, premier of 
Canada, delivered an address before 
the Canadian Manufacturers' Associa
tion in Toronto last week, wh^h had 
for its dominaant characteristics 
courage and a lofty outlook. In the 
speech he delined his conception of 
Canada's relations with the mother 
land and other nations. His text 
was in a manner supplied by Mr. G. 
T. Blackstock, who in an able speech, 
eloquently delivered, in proposing the 
toast of “Canada and the Empire,” 
spoke of the advantages which fol
lowed from Canada’s connection with 
the empire, and pleaded for a truer 
recognition of the responsibilities that 
accompanied these advantages, and 
in particular suggested that the time 
had come when the Dominion might 
make a reasonable contribution to the 
burdens of empire. His plea was for 
a finet enthusiasm, for a broader and 
more generous patriotism, for a loftier 
conception of Imperial duty.

Different Conceptions of Empire.
The Prime Minister, in his reply to 

the toast described Mr. Blackstock’s 
conception of Canada’s position as 
the Roman conception of unity of or
ganization. “My conception,” he de
clared in ringing tones, “is the true 
British conception of individuality of 
communities.” Enlarging on this 
point, he claimed that Canada had 
attained full rank as a nation, and 
that the relations between the United 
Kingdom and the Dominion were the 
relations of governments and govern
ments, a principle that had been 
affirmed at the recent colonial confer
ence. So far as military relations 
were concerned, the motto of Canada 
was Imperial unity but local auto
nomy. In time of need the blood 
and treasure of every Canadian 
would be at the command of -the 
King, but in time of peace he held 
that they sliould follow their own in
stincts and not be. drawn into the 
vortex of European militarism. 
With regard to their commercial re
lations, he claimeyj/that the policy of 
preference to Great Britain had been 
reasonably successful. For his own 
part he would prefer universal free 
trade in the British Empire, but 
Canada did not want it, and neither 
did Australia nor Great Britain.

Canada in Diplomacy.
Perhaps the ,pws.t impressive part 

of Sir Wilfrid’s speech, which 
throughout was followed with intense 
interest, was that dealing with 
Canada’s diplomatic relations. With 
a frankness that spoke of conviction, 
he commented in somewhat severe 
terms upon the results which had 
generally followed the efforts of Bri
tish diplomats', particularly in regard 
to Canada’s American relations. 
“The record of the!diplomats of Great 
Britain, in so iaY as Canada is con
cerned, has been,” he declared, “a 
record of sacrifice.” In these circum
stances, he proceeded, it had been 
thought better to Attend to their own 
interests, and he alluded to the con. 
elusion oi thé treaty with France as an 
illustration of what could be accom
plished. Finally he touched on the 
Japanese question. He pointed out 
that Canada wasi sonly beginning to 
reap the benefit of the treaty, and 
then in a fine passage, which evoked 
loud cheers, he declared, “To de
nounce it now would be simply panic, 
and for my part I am not disposed, 
whether in this or any other action, 
to act in panic.” They needed time 
to inquire and reflect, and if need be 
a commission might have to be ap
pointed to make the necessary in
quiry. - There was all the less in
clination to annul the treaty because 
they were in hopes of establishing the 
“all-red” route. Difficulties, he ad
mitted, they had had and difficulties 
they would have, but they would be 
overcome and the., project would suc
ceed.

Sir Wilfrid’s Speech.
“Mr. President, Mr. Chairman, Sir 

William Clark, and gentlemen,—It is 
now many years since it was my 
privilege to sit at the boatd, the hos
pitable board, of the Canadian Manu
facturers’ Association. Years come 
and years go, but the annual banquet 
of the Canadian Manufacturers’ As
sociation is a fixture ; it has become a 
permanent institution. (Applause.) 
It has been my privilege again and 
again to be invited to your banquets, 
but it has so happened that of late 
years circumstances have always 
arisen which have compelled me to 
postpone tlie pleasure of acceptance. 
This year, however, I made up my 
mind that if the Canadian Manufac
turers’ -Association should again in
vite me to their board no other en
gagement, nothing in human control, 
should prevent me from accepting it. 
Nothing should ' prevent me taking 
their food, tasting their wins and en
joying their • company. (Applause.) 
If I am permitted to speak my own 
mind, -1 would say there was a fur
ther inducement in the fact that the 
annual meeting and banquet of the 
Canadian manufacturers in this year 
1907 were taking place in the city of 
Toronto. Gentlemen, I am an ad
mirer ot the city of Toronto; I am in
deed a lover of this city. Perhaps 
there may be some amongst you' who 
will be surprised at what I say. 
(Laughter.) But, gentlemen, there 
should be no cause for surprise. It 
may be true that some one might 
think I should apply in this regard 
the remark of the Irishman, who, 
when he was urged to remember pos
terity, answered, ‘What has posterity 
done for me?’ and that I should 
observe ‘What has Toronto done for 
me?’ (Laughter.) But, gentlemen, 
my sentiment does not spring from 
such a source at all. It is a fact 
which is universally recognized that 
the heart of the mother goes out with 
strongest emotion to the wayward son. 
(Laughter.) In this you have the 
reasons for my love for Toronto. I 
may have wished and endeavored to 
gather my children, even as a hen en
deavors to gather her chickens under

j her wing. But Toronto would not let 
I me do so. (Renewed laughter.)

D. Paterson is slowly recovering 
I from an attack of tonsilitis.

He Still Loves Toronto.
“However, notwithstanding that ob

durate resistance to grace, I am still 
a lover of this great city of Toronto. 
She is the most hospitable of all 
cities. The visitor within her boun
daries is always sure to find in the 
city of Toronto a generous and cor
dial welcome. Her quarters are ex
cellent, her public buildings spacious 
and lofty, her streets are well kept, 
her private houses are mansions, her 
merchants are princes, her people 
are proud and patriotic, according to 
their lights. (Applause and laugh
ter.) They are, I might be permitted 
to say, far from the lights I would en
joy and approve of. (Renewed laugh
ter.) I am not, however, so unfair 
and unjust as to hold Toronto res
ponsible for that. It may be that 
the mists of the lake are to blame, 
but K have in my heart the feeling 
that this great city is to be permeat
ed by a new light.
To every city, as well as to every 
man, comes some day the hour and 
the opportunity of success. The hour 
and the moment, the moment and the 
opportunity, have come at last to 
Canada. Canada is no longer ob
scured and eclipsed by her powerful 
neighbor. Canada hqs at last emerg
ed in the full flood of her light. The 
great American star is no longer the 
great attraction to the world.

Canadian Orb High in Sky.
“The Canadian orb is now high in 

the sky, and towards that orb turn 
the attention, the hopes, and the ex
pectations of the people in other 
lands, who, not being satisfied with 
their own lot, are seeking fields where 
they will find full scope for their 
ambition and their courage. (Ap
plause.) Sir, the toast which we 
have just honored is. the toast of 
Canada and the empire, and it has 
been proposed in very felicitous terms 
by my friend Mr. Blackstock. T do 
not know that I agree in everything 
that has been said by Mr. Black- 
stock, but this is a free country, and 
we are accustomed to speak our mind. 
I approve altogether Mr. Blackstock 
for having spoken his own views. 
Perhaps you will permit me also to 
speak mine. (Hear, hear.)

“My conception of the British em
pire is not tlie conception of Mr. 
Blackstock, if he will permit me to 
say so as a friend -and agree to dis
agree on some points. If I have 
understood Mr. Blackstock aright; 
his conception of the British empire 
is rather the Roman idea of unity of 
organization.

An Individuality of Communities.
“My conception is the true British 

oonerption of individuality of com
munities. (Applause.) Today Canada 
is a part of the British empire, boast
ing of its loyalty to the crown, and 
has attained the full rank of a na
tion—a nation without any revolu
tion, a nation without any breaking 
of the old traditions, a nation without 
an impairment of that loyalty to the 
British crOwn, which is ever true to 
every Canadian here. That has b en 
the result of the conference to which 
my friend Mr. Blackstock alluded a 
moment ago, where in the presence 
of the Prime Minister of England, in 
the presence of all the prime minis
ters of those self-governing dominions, 
it was asserted and affirmed without 
a dissenting voice that the relations 
between the United Kingdom and the 
dominions beyond the seas were rela
tions of governments and govern
ments—(hear, hear)—that whilst all 
acknowledged the same allegiance to 
th?. same sovereign, still all were on 
a footing of equality. (Applause.) 
Such being the case, that ail the 
communities which now make the Bri
tish empire are on a footing of 
equality, the question at once arose, 
what were to be the relations-between 
all parts of the empire on questions 
military, on questions commercial, or 
questions diplomatic? On questions 
military there were many who be
lieved that we should have unity of 
organization. For my part my be
lief is that upon tais question and 
upon all questions the motto is im
perial unity but local autonomy. 
(Applause.) We claim that we 
should have our own military or
ganization. There is no doubt what
ever that when England was in dan
ger some few years ago, at the time of 
the Transvaal war, the Canadian peo
ple, were ready to give their 
treasure and their blood for the 
help of the motherland. But to my 
mind it is a very different thing for 
the CauadiSr- i copie to come forward 
at a moment of emergency, and the 
Canadian people so giving to be part 
of the organization of England, as a 
part of thé community of Europe. 
What is the condition oi Europe to
day ? The condition of Europe today 
is an armed peace, almost as intol
erable as war itself. There is' an old 
Greek legend which my friend Mr. 
Blackstock knows better than I do. A 
citizen of Syracuse by the name of 
Damocles was invited to dinner at 
a certain time, and after being seat
ed at a table and looking above saw 
over his head a naked sword suspend
ed by a single horsehair.

A. Naked Sword Overhead.
“That is a legend. It is the living 

reality oi this day. It is the reality 
of the nations of Europet Every one 
of them has over its head a naked 
sword, suspended by a hair, by a very 
slender thread which might be broken 
at any moment. The thought of every 
nation in Europe is of war. The chief 
part of the revenue of every nation in 
Europe is consecrated to war. But we 
live 011 a continent where we never 
think of war. (Hear, hear.) We live 
on a continent where we have no 
standing armies, and we are satisfied 
either on the one side of the land or 
on the other to depend for our defence 
upon a citizen militia. In time of 
need the blood and treasure of every 
Canadian would be at the command of 
the King, but in time of peace I 
claim that we should follow our own 
instincts, follow our own ideas, and 
not be drawn into the vortex of Eu
ropean militarism. (Applause.)

“This was the condition, so far as 
our military relations were concern
ed. What about our commer
cial relations? W’ell, I approach 
this subject with some diffi
dence," speaking as I do before an 
assembly of commercial men, of man
ufacturers, Some few years ago, some

ten years ago, we adopted a policy of 
preference to Great Britain, and af
ter an experience of ten years I do 
not believe there will be anybody in 
this audience to find fault with it. 
(Applause.) It has carried with it its 
own success. It has not perhaps ac
complished everything that might 
have been expected from it, but I 
have yet to know that any human in
stitution is perfect. I have yet to 
know that any device of man can 
crary with it everything that is ex
pected of it. But on the whole I claim 
that ft has bene reasonably satisfac
tory and successful. At all events, 
though that policy has been jeered at, 
sometimes laughed at, it has never 
béen open to challenge. •

Not Ready for Free Trade.
“If I had my own way in this mat

ter I am afraid I would have a differ
ent organization of the British Em
pire. I would have universal free 
trade in the British Empire. But 
against it there are these chief objec
tions: Canada does not want it, Aus
tralia does not want it. Great Brit
ain does not want it.

“Great Britain is not ready to re
ceive it, and, therefore, we cannot 
possibly trouble about it. Great 
Britian will not limit her free trade, 
even within the boundaries of the 
British Empire. Canada will not 
have it because she is not prepared 
for free trade, even in the British 
Empire; but what Canada is prepared 
to consider is reciprocity within the 
British Empire. This is the thing 
we are ready for in this country, but 
this is the thing that they are not 
ready for in the motherland. On my 
part, whilst we don’t want to be in
terfered with in our domestic and 
fiscal policy by the people of Great 
Britain, so we will not attempt to dic
tate to the people of Great Britain. 
_(Cheers.) Let us have freedom oi' all, 
whatever may-be the difficulties of the 
position, and at least maintain the 
policy which has been so successful 
in the last ten years.

Canada's Diplomatic Relations.
“There is another point in our rela 

tioris, our diplomatic relations. How 
are these to he regulated? Up to the 
present the diplomatic relations of 
Canada with other countries on all 
subjects in so far as Canada is con
cerned have been in the hands of the 
diplomats of Great Britain, particu
larly in' regard to our American rela
tions. But we have learned by long 
experience that those diplomatic re
lations, so long as they have been 
carried on by British diplomats, are 
not so successful as we have thought 
they ought to be. (Cheers.) We have 
long harbored this opinion in this 
country that those diplomatic rela
tions would be better carried out if 
they were in. our own hands. So far 
as that is concerned, it is not that 
we have not the highest regard for 
the diplomats of Great Britain. On 
the contrary we -have the highest re
gard tor them, for in that, as in every 
branch of the service, it is in the 
hands; of men competent arid able. 
But in our experience it has been 
thought that not only in affairs of 
state, but' in private affairs also, less 
able men will do better^ when the 
heart is engaged in the business than 
by more able men who perfunctorily 
perform their duties.

Canadian Intere3#fl?àcrificed.
“We take the record of the diplo

mats of Great Britain, in so far as 
Canada is concerned, and the record 
is a record of a repetition of the sac
rifice of Canadian interests. (Cheers.) 
We have suffered, on the Atlantic; we 
have suffered on the Pacific ; we have 
suffered on the Great Lakes; we have 
suffered wherever there has been a 
question discussed between British 
diplomatists and foreign diplomats, 
and we have come at last to the opin
ion on this jioint that in our rela
tions with foreign countries ft would 
be better to attend to our business 
ourselves. It has long and long been 
the desire, if I mistake not, of the 
Canadian people that we should be 
entrusted with the negotiations of our 
own treaties, especially in regard to 
commerce. Well, this long-looked for 
reform has come to be a live reality. 
(Cheers.) As I said to you a moment 
ago, without revolution, without any 
breaking of tlie old -traditions, with
out any impairment of our allegiance, 
the time has come when Canadian in
terests are entrusted to Canadians, 
and just within the last week a trea
ty has been concluded with France, 
a treaty which appeals to Canada 
alone, and which has been negotiated 
by Canadians alone. (Cheers.) True, 
it has been done with the whole as
sent of the British Crown, and with 
the assent of the Foreign Office. The 
Foreign Office interposed no objec
tion at all; but, on the contrary, the 
Foreign Office told us, ‘This is a mat- 
terwhich chiefly concerns yourselves; 
take the matter in your own hands. 
The treaty has been completed. It 
is not for me to say what it is, but I 
think that I can say it will be found 
reasonably satisfactory to the pro
ducers of Canada, to the farmers of 
Canada, and to the manufacturers of 
Canada, also. (Cheers.)

The Treaty With Japan.
“Sir, we have also another treaty 

which was negotiated some years ago 
by British diplomats, negotiated with 
the full assent and request of tlie Can
adian government. I mean tlie treaty 
with Japan. When we came into of
fice some fifteen years ago—the pres
ent Government, I mean—we found 
a treaty had been negotiated between 
Great Britain and Japan. Its pur
pose was in the interests of commerce. 
We had a chance at the moment to 
become a party to it, but we did not 
become a party to it because of tlie 
difficulty ’that we met in one section 
of tlie community on the Pacific coast 
in so far as labor wjas concerned. But 
in the year 1905 and 3906 alter the war 
between Japan and Russia, and after 
the conquest of Corea- by Japan, we 
thought that tlie time had come when 
we might become a party to that 
treaty, especialy as Japan had just 
passed a law restricting its immigra
tion to foreign countries. The Am
ericans are our competitors in the Jap
anese market, as they are in other 
countries. They had the benefit of a 
treaty which gave them a very great 
advantage in the markets of Japan. 
Our business men, the manufacturers 
and producers of Canada, thought that

we should be placed on a footing of 
equality with our American competi
tors. Therefore, we concluded that 
treaty.

“We did it especially at that me- - 
ment because Japan had indicated 
her intention -of restricting immigra- 
tion to foreign shores, and especially 
to the shores of Canada. Since that 
treaty has been in operation it ha- 
been of some advantage to the manu
facturers of Canada. Our trade .lias 
increased and the farmers and manu
facturers have got the advantage of- 
it. ' ‘ '

Panic to Denounce Treaty.
“But some difficulty has arisen on 

the shores of British Columbia be
cause there lias been a greater influx 
than bsfore of Japanese immigrant-. 
What are We going to do under such 
c-rcumstanees? A section of the 
people in Winnipeg have called upon 
the British Government to annul the 
treaty. Well, the treaty has been in 
operation only two years. We are 
just commencing to reap the benefit, 
and to denounce it would be simply 
panic. (Cheers.) And for my part 
I am not disposed, whether in this or 
any other action, to act in a panic. 
(Hear, hear.) I want to look about, 
to inquire, to reflect, before I make 
up my mind, and it behooves the Can
adian Government under such cir
cumstances, under the diffieulty-which 
had arisen, to contemplate, to inquire, 
to reflect and to see the best course to 
follow in the interests of the Can
adian people. To at once, without in
quiry, denounce the treaty would, in 
my humble judgment, not be plaving 
the part of responsible men. (Cheers.) 
It shall be the duty of the Canadian 
Government under such circumstances 
to teflect, to inquire, and, if need be, 
to send a commission for more infor
mation, and to form their conclusions 
upon the conditions which they find, 
and be tible te cite a deliberate judg
ment. (Cheers.)

“There is all the less inclination on 
the part of tlie Canadian Government 
to annul that treaty because we are 
in hope of establishing what is cal
led the ‘all-red line.’ It is a new pro
ject, which was launched, at the last 
cconference, to- have a line of connec
tion between England and the Orient 
—not only to Japan but to China and 
Australia, which is a British country, 
and which wouldJ|iass over tlie -terri
tory of Canada.

No Thought of Failure.
“Nature has made the Canadian 

route the shortest route between Eur
ope and the Orient. It is true that we 
are laboring under great difficulties. 
We have to compete with our formid
able neighbors to the south. But 
these difficulties,, though great, are not 
such as to deter" us from tlie goal. 
(Applause.) 1 folly believe, for im
part that this project, when accom
plished, and accomplished it must and 
will be—(applause)—will prove of tlie 
greatest possible advantage to Can
ada at large, to Ontario, and to. Que
bec, but still more to the Maritime 
provinces, and to that province on tlie 
Pacific, British Columbia. (Renewed 
applause.) We must succeed in that. 
Canada cannot do it alone. We must- 
have the assistance of the motherland 
in this. I say, as I said a moment 
ago, that we do not want to nor * will 
we dictate to the people of Great 
Britain ; we do not "want to arrogate 
to ourselves the power to say to them, 
‘You must do this.’ But when? I re
flect at this moment upon the fact 
that the greatest ship in the world, 
the Lusitania, has been built with 
British money, when I recall that the 
Cunard line has received a heavy sub
sidy to build a line, of steamers plying 
between Liverpool and New York, my 
hope panr high. I do not begrudge 
what has been done in that regard, 
or what may be done in the future to 
cultivate bettor relations with our 
neighbors in the, great nations of the 
south. The better and friendlier 
the relations between Great Britain 
and the United States, for my part . 
the better pleased 1 will be. (Ap
plause.) I want to have nothing brft 
the friendliest relations with our 
neighbors; but may I not say this,: if 
the British people, the British parlia
ment, and the British government 
have taken money out of the treasury 
of Britain in order to build a line be
tween Great Britain and. a foreign 
country, can we not expect that the 
British people, the British parliament 
and the Brtish government will do as 
much for a line of steamers between 
British territory and British territory? 
(Prolonged applause.) I have, I re
peat, no intention, and Canada has 
no intention, of dictating to the people 
of Great Britain ; but we may surely 
ask them if they will not do as much 
for those of their own kith, and kin 
as for those who were at one time their 
kith and kin, bat who have severed 
their allegiance. (Applause.)

Trade the Peace-maker.
“We have here a policy which will 

bind together the British empire far 
more closely than armies and navies— 
it is a policy of" trade and commerce.
I notice that Mr. Blackstock quoted 
from Oliver Goldsmith the words, 
Honor sinks where commerce long 

prevails.’
“Well, I do not harbor that senti

ent. I would rather believe that 
honor will arise where commerce will 
prevail—(renewed applause)—for after 
all what is there to hind people more 
potent than file interests of commerce? 
Let two men trade together and they 
will be friends ; let two nations trade 
together and they also will be friends. 
Let the policy of trade and commerce 
prevail and we shall have peace in 
the world as never before. It is be
cause this principle lias been forgot
ten in the past that we have had wars. 
But the moment that commerce arises 
among the nations peace and honor 
will arise. (Applause.) With regard 
to the all-red line project I do not 
know that its immediate success is as
sured. It is surrounded with, difficul
ties, but difficulties have no terrors 
for me at all events. I have been ac
customed to deal with difficulties all 
mv life, and, indeed, a man is no good 
until he has difficulties to overcome 
and overcomes them. Difficulties we 
have had, difficulties we Will have, 
but difficulties xve will overcome, 
and this project shall and will suc
ceed.” (Loud and prolonged applause.)
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