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SELFISH THOUGHTS.

Helpfuiness to Others.
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T00 MUCH SELF CONCENTRATION

mla-o-avbnnmhom-
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lessness of Anger.

‘Washington, Nov. 11.—In this dis-
course Dr. Talmage wars on narrow-
ness of views and urges a life helpful
to others; text, Job xlii, 10, “And
the Lord turned the captivity of Job
when he prayed for his friends."’

Comparatively few people read this
last chapter of the book of Job. The
earlier chapters are so full of thrill-
ing incident, of events so dramatical-
ly portrayed, of awful ailments and
terrific disaster, of domestic infelicity,
of staccato passage, of resounding
address, of omnipotency proclaimed,
of usteednces showing Job to have
been the greatest scientist ol his day,
an expert im mining and precious
stones, astronomer and geographer
and zoologist and electrician and
poet, that most readers stop before
théy get to my text, which, strange
ly and mysteriously, announces that
“the Lord turned the captivity of
Job when he prayed for his friends.”
Now, will you please explain 1o 4
me how Job's prayer for his friends

hailted his catastrophes? Give me
some good reason why Job, on his
knees in behall of the welfare of

others, arrested the long procession
of calamities. Mind you, it was.-not
prayer for himself, for then the cessa-
tion of his troubles would have beer
only another instance of prayer an-
swered. But the portfolio of his dis-
aster was rolled up whtle he suppli-
cated God in behalf of Eliphaz the
Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and
ZophAr the Naamathite. I must con-
fess to you that I had to read the
text over and over again before I got
its full meaning — ‘‘And the Lord
turned the captivity of Job when he
prayed for his friends.”’

Well, if you will not explain it to
me I will explain it to Yyou. The
healthiest, the most recuperative
thing on earth to do is to stop
thinking so much about ourselves and
go to thinking about the welfare - of
others. Job had been studying his
misfortunes, but the more he thought

about his bankfuptcy the poeorer he
seemed, the more he thooght of his
carbuncles the worse they hurt, the
more he thought of his unfortunate
marriage the more intolerable be-
came the ¢ ugal relation, the more
he thought of his house blown down
the more terrific seemed the cyclone
His misfortunes grew blacker and
blacker But there was to come a
reversal of these sad conditions. One
day he sdid to himself: “'I have bern
dwelling too much upon my bodily
ailments and my wife's temper and

bereavements It is time I be-

my
gan to think about others and do
something for others, and I will start
three

now by praying for my
fricnds.”” Then Job dropped upon his
knees, and as ~he did so the last

shackle of his captivity of troubles
snapped and fell off Hear it, all ye
ages of time and all ye ages of eter-
pity, "‘the Lord turned the captivity

of Job when he prayed for - his
friends!”’

The fault with most of us is too
much self concentration — our
health, our fortunes, our advence-
ment, our social position, our

achievements, our losses, our defeats,
our suflerings, our persecution, our
life, our death, our immortality, Lot
course there is a lawful and righte
ous selfishness. In a world and in &
time of such activities and rivalries
and temptations we must look after
our own interests and our own des-
tiny or we will go under. Do mnot
wait for others to take care of you.
Take care of yourself. But it will
pot hinder our preservation and
prosperity if we enlarge the sphere of
our wishes “ld prayers so as to take
in others.

Our world, with its own interests,
feels the pull of other worlds. No
world, no nation, no community, no
man, no woman, can afford to exist
only for itsell or himself or herself,
The hour in which Job has that soli-
loquy about the enlargement of his
prayers so as to take in his friends,
and he put into execution his good
resolution, was the hour when he
felt a tonic, a sedative, a nervine, a
eataplasm that helped to cure his
body and revived his® rtunes till
they were a hundred per’eent. better
than ever before, Tor the record. is
“the Lord gave Job twice as much as
he had before,” and tended to make
him a wonder of longevity, for he
lived 140 years after his troubles
were gone. Oh, What a mighty
medicament is the contemplation of
and the effort for the welfare  of
others!

“But,’”’ says some ope, it is easy
enough for Job to pray for his
friends, = Anybody can do that. There
are those to whom we are obliged
for ' years of kindness. They stand
so close to us in sympathy and ' re-
miniscence” and anticipation that it
is easy for us to pray for their wel-
fare.”’ 'Well, I see you do not under-
stand that these friends of Job were

{ by whirlwind and

the most tantalizing and exasperat-
Ying friends a"man ever had. Look at
their behavior. When dhey heard of
{ his bereavements and-the accidents
lightning stroke,
they came in and sat down by him a
seven days and mseven

Rev. Dr. Taimage Urges a Life of 3

M—!‘hl’.-c,dm,n—tn-r

ture world of thin;s we do not un-
derstand in ths world? Why did
they not go to th: apothecary and
buy a poultice that would have
L Aoothed the carbuncles, or some
quicting potion that would calm his
perves, or a few drojs of febrifuge
that would cool his heated frame?
No! For seven days and seven ts
they did nothing and said no

for his relief. Tney must have al-
most bored him to death. "

“TAfter these three friends had com-

pleted their infamous silence of a
week they began to lecture Job.
First, Bliphaz the Temanite opens
with a long story: about a dream

which he had in thé night and irri-
tates the sufferer with words that
make things worse instead of better
and sets him in an attitude of de-
fense against the lecturer. Then comes

Bidad the Shuhite, who gives the
invalid a round scolding and calls
him garrulous and practically talls

him that he deserved ali that he got
and that if he had behaved himself
aright he ‘would not have lost his
house or his children gr his cstate.
He practically says Job, 1 will. tell
you what is the matter with you.
You are bad, you are a hypocrite;
you are now getting paid for your
wickedness.”” No wonder that there
came from Job an outburst of indig-
pation whieh calls out the other
quondam friend, Zophar the Naama-
thite, who begins denouncing Job by
calling him a liar and keeps on the
discourse until Job responds to all
three of them in the sarcastic words,

‘Ng doubt but ye are the people, and
wisdom shall die with you.”

Oh, what friends Job had! Heaven
deliver us from having three of
them It was for such friends that
Job prayed, and was it not a ‘relig-

triumph for him to do 80?
Would vou, the very best of you, be
in very devout mood and capable of
making intercession for people who
bhad come to you in a day of trouble
and said: *“Good for you. You ought
to be chastised. You are being taken
in hand by eternal justice. If you had
behaved yourself aright, you would

fous

not have been sick or persecuted or
impoverished or made childless.”” Oh,
no, my friend, you would not have

felt like Job when be prayed for his
friends, but more like Job when he
cursed the day of his nativity!
Notice that this flagellation by the
three friends was premeditated, They

did not merely hapien in an! come
suddenly upon trouble for h they
could not offer a compou The

Bible says, ‘““They had made . n ap-
gointment together.” The interview
was prearranged. They had agreed as
to what they would say to the sick
man You can sce that their Te-
marks were not extemporaneous
®What they said was sublimely poetic.
They rose in style into what in later
times we would call the Homeric or
Dantesque. But Job was mot in need
of poetry so much as a salve for his
eruptive disurder. He was not dying
for lack of a paragraph in blank
yverse. He was not so much in need
of a didactic lecture about the justice
of God as an assurance of the divine
mercy. Some pious rustic of the land
of Uz not able to put three gram-
matical sentences together could have
said something more consolatory.
The meannews of the attack of
these religious critics was augmented
by the fact that they had the suffer-
er in their power. When we are well
and we do not like what one is say-
ing, we can get up and go away. But
Job was too ill to get up and go
away. First he endured the seven
days and seven nights of silence, and
then he endured their arraignment of
his motives and character, and after
their cruel ¢ampaign was ended by a
sublime effort of soul, which I this
day uphold fof: imitation, he tri-
umphed in prayer for his tantalizers.
In all Ristory there is nothing equal
to it except the memorable implora-
tion by Christ for his enemies. No
wonder that after that praver of Job
me———
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Let us all ma'!e similar attempt to
pray for those who vex and misrepre-
sent and tantalize as.
very popular in the city¥ or neighbor-
if you are in active life there -are
wishing you well. Are you

matter of persona! display. Are You
learned?

you say or write i€ of no lmpmo.
Do you try to make yourself ve

in church or hespital weed
directors? Trer call you officious. | aoolden Med-
Are you well drissed? They say you | i) m
are proud. Does a fal.e report start | g, “lung trou-
in the community against yvour char- | ple » have been
acter? They believe it all and add | perfectly and
another story to the fabrication:] permanently
Some of them pretend to be friends, | cured.
but they have the tudgels all ready «1 was very sick
;:rdyo‘: —S-huriiphu the Temanite, Bil- — * writes
t ite, Zophar the Naama- Jacobs,
thite. - Now, pray for them. “Oh,” ‘m'-"?.c.‘]
you ray, I cannot do that.”” I | eur %ﬂ.
thought you could not. But you will b " h o
grow in grace until you can do it as -t x"' &l
eas’ly and as well as did Job pray u o
for his exasperators. a* s :,
Nothing is so unhealthy as to get | breath. pains in my chest lung,
pmh.d. It is a shock to the whole ‘m 'm%
ysical organization as well as to | so weak I could room.
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You people who weigh
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equipoise of Job in the text, and
will help you. in business directions.
all offenders you will
ings; you will have a better balanced

able time in trying to get even with

prayer for your anfagonist

Try this height of awered”’ Yes, as earnest prayers are
to-day, | always answered, in God's way,

try it to-morrow. | which is often quite different from
man’'s wWay, and God's way is al-

Keep on until you accomplish it, and
I should not wonder if; in addition
to the moral and religious strength

it gives you, it should add a hun- Now, if God has during these re-
dred per cent, to your w oridly sree- ] . .rks shown us the uses, the im-
per.ty. Job xlii, 10, “Ihe Lava-guva portance, the blessedness of prayer,
Job twice as much as he had before,” suppose we try to do what Job did

Many of the prayers offered in | 1o he prayed for his exasperators.
Christian lands are as senseless as | w2 ..o of ys at the beginning of this

these artificial prayers of the pagans.
What is needed is not only heartfelt
prayer,
David mentionss drawing his

As the notch of the arrow is

a flash the arrow strikes the
shall not be aimless

prayer at the heavens,
1 direct my prayer.”

You mal say your prayers a
thousand times without praying. The

implying that
when no prayer is offered
Prayer is the soul on the wing. It is
barometer showing
what the spiritual weather
is the winding up of the clock of the

Praver suggested

said afterward to her mother,

she replied, ““Wath me and I shall be

“the slehder nerve that moveth the
muscles of omnipotence.”
the healthful repiration of the

dlmightiness, omniscience and omni-
presence at one and the same time.
of a pulley fastened to the heavenly

of a newborn soul and it is heard in

angel ever flew awift-
er or higher than the infant’s petition
at her mother's knee. What an oOp-

like Job, praying for others?

hopes would we entertain, if multi-

and intensifed our prayers!
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' said a friend. He replied:
think I can say that I scarcely’ do.
The habit has become almost as fix-
ed as breathing.’’ ““Bul,”” sayp some
one from a different section of the
country from that in which General
Jackson lived, ‘“were his prayers an-

large undertak-

waste no valu-.

ways the best way, while our wWay
may be the wrong Way.

while we could pray
for those who
never could

subiect felt that,
for ourselves and pray

88 | cere kind to us, we

such

figure | .. ch the high point of religious ex-
its bow and ar-1 .. ce in which we could pray for
s and make us

those who annoy-
feel worse instead of feeling better
That was a Matterhorn, that was an
Alp, to the top of which we feared
we could never climb, but we thank
God that by /his omnipotent grace we
have reached that height at last. Tet
us pray! O Christ, who didst pray
for thine assassins, we now pray for
those who despitefully use us and say
all manner of evil against us. For
their ‘eternal salvation we supplicate.
When time is no more, may they
reign on thrones and wear coronets
and sway scepters of heavenly do-
m'n on. Meanwhile take the bitterness
from their soul and make them soon
think as well of us as now they think
evil. Spare their bodies from pain
and their households from bereave-
ment. After all the misunderstand-
incs and controversies of this life are
over, may we keep with them eternal
jubilee in the mansions on the hill.

ing of the bow
takes aim and in
mark,
that his prayers
He aims his
“To thee will
““Have you said
misleading ques-

prayed
one

8, ‘‘who

o the King’'s pal-

will be.
he holy of holies.
h the heavens. It

is intercommuni-
finite and the in-
by ecir-

3 - the; child we“‘; And as thou didst turn the captivity
ow to play ,,:‘n; of Job when he had prayed for those

°- | who badly used him and health came
elp making the} ¢ yis body and prosperity to his es-

when her mother
snow prayer was

tate, now that we have by thy grace
been able to make a supplication for
our antagonists, cure our diseases it
we are ill, and restore our estate if
it has scattered, and awaken glad-
ness in our homesteads if they have
been bereft, and turn the captivity of
our financial misfortund or mental
distress. And thine shall be the king-
dom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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J. B. RANKIN, Q. C. — Barrister, No-
ar.ythl:cx!k, ete., Victoria Block,

J. B OFLYNN—Barrister, Solioit
5 or,
etc,, Conveyancer, Notary Public,

Office, King strteet, opposite Mer
chant's Bank, Ch‘g_thun. On:.‘

FRASER & BELL—Barri -
Vistoria Bibok, Chntinte - e
JOHN S, FRASER;

EDWIN BELL, LL. B.

SCANE, HOUSTON, STONE & SCANE
—Barristers, Solicitors, Conveyanc<
ers, Notaries Public, ete. Private
funds to loan at lowest &urrent
rates. 'Smm-'s Block, King street,
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STANDARD BANK OF CANADA

HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.

C, J. G.
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1 points in Canada, U, S -and Great
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counted. Savings Bank Department
deposits (which may be withdrawn
without notice) received and interest
allowed thereom at the. highest ocur-
rent rates,
G. P. SCHOLFIELD, Manager
« Chatham Hranch.
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Fall term commences Sept. 4th. Free
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augq';o rutu entering Conservatory
by t 15th. For terms, ato., address.

Krause Conservatory of Music, Chatham.

Miss Nora Stephenson
Pupil of Mr. H. M. Field, Leipzig, Ger-
many, and Mr. R Victor Carter, (late
of Leipszig) f v

+PIANA-FORTE PLAYING..
Special attemtion paid to Touch,
Tone .Teohsiqt‘u and Style of inter-
pretation, on lines laid down ? such
{!’-t artists as Herr Martin Krause,
d%qig. and Herr Theo Laschafizisky,
¥

Field and Mr. Carter.

accepted.—Fall term commences Sept.
4th, 1900, £ !
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