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T the Jorty-Afth year of George fhe Third, K. D. 180s. Firft Sefivh

PETER HUNTER ESQUIRE, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR,

Letters Patent for the fame, in his, her, or their life times, fhall, by and under "
the auchority of fuch Commiflion or Commiflions, have full power and au-
thority in manner herein after mentioned, to afcertain, determine and declare
who is, or are, the heir, or heirs, devifee,or devifees of the laid nominee, or
nominees of the Crown to fuch Lands.

1. And be it furiher Enclled by the Authority aforefaid, That it thall and may
be lawful to and forall and every perfon or perfons, claiming any lot or lots of’
Land within this Province, as being the heir or heirs, devifee or devifees of the
nominee or nominees of the Crown to {uch lands,for which faid lot or lots, par-
cel or parcels of Land, his Majefty's letters patent have not been obtained, to
vame, citherperfonally or by agzai; duly authorized, beforeand produce to fuch
Commiihoners, orany three of them,whereof the {aid Chief Jultice, or fome one

-of the laid Jultices thall be one, all fuch documents and evidences as he, the,
or they nay poflefs, for the purpofe of farisiviog fuch Commitlioners of the
validity of -fuch claim or -claims, tor which purpofe fuch Commiffoners,
-or any one of them are, and is hercby authorized and empowered- to admi-
nifter {uch ozth or oaths, erther to the party or partics claiming to be heir or

pat -, ans t. heirs, devifee or devilees, of the nominee or nominces of the Crown, to the
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faid lot or lots, parcel or parcels of land as aforefard, or to the witnels or
witnelles appearing in fipport of {uch claim or ciaims, as {hall ‘be judged
_preper aad e xpecient, and alfo by fummons under the lignature of ‘uny ong
“of them the faid Commiflioners, to regiure the attendance of all and every
“#uch perfon or perfons, whofe evidence may be judged neceifary, to afcer-
can the validuy of any {uch claim or claims, or to explain the fubjett mat.,
ter thereof, and in fich fummony, alfo, to order the produtiion cb all fuch
bonks, napers, or duvuments, as {hall be in the cuficdy or power of any
fech perfon or peifen- whole auendance thdll be fo required by fuch
furmninons, in fiich manner, as {uch Cemmiflioner or Commifiioners figning
fuch fummoens (et deem cxpedivnt;” which (ummons, all and every perfon
or perlons, to whom the {ame thall be direcied, is and aie, hereby required

Penalty for not t0 obey, wpon beiug duly ferved therewith, uader the penalty of twenty
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pounds of lawful money of this Province, to be recovered in like manner
as the cofts and cxpences of witncfies are by this Act hereiu afier directed to
“be recovered. :

. Provided always newerthelefs, and it is hereby declared, that the faid Com-
miflioners, acling under fuch acthority as aforefaid, are hereby authorized

Sature of the 3D €Mpowered, to receive fuch written or oral icftimony as may be produced
seftimony to bt "t them, whether the fame be, or be not confiftent with the rules of evidence

seccived.

laid down by the laws of England, and to give and allow {uch force and
effett to fuch teftimony as jullice in each refpective cale thall in their
judgment rcquire. -

Commiioners 111, And be it further Enaded by the Xutfzority aforefaid, That after the faid | .
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eommiilioners fhall, by virtue of the faid commiflion, or commiihons, havé
examined {uch claim or claims as aforelaid, they fhall be at liberty, and they
are hereby authorized either to reject fuch claim or claims, or to allow the
fame, as in their judgment, the juftice and equity of the cafe may require,
without any regard o legal forms and {olemnities whatfoever, and to report
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