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% in cafes of the Bankruptcy or deatlrof the owner thereof) fhall e -
«¢ null and void to all intents and purpofes what{oever.”

That upon the faith of His Majefty’s Government, folemnly pledged
by the above mentioned Jaws, the inhabitants of this Province in Ge-
neral and the inhabitants of the City and Diftri&t of Monireal in par-
ticular, have purchafed fora valuable confideration, a confiderable num-
ber of Panis and Negro Slaves ; and divers perfons, formerly fubjelts
of the United States of America, haves upon the faith of the above in .
part recited Statute of 30th George I11. Chapter 27th imported into this .
Province, according to Law, a number of Negroes Slaves belonging to
them ; and which Panis and Negro Slaves have always demeaned them-
felvesina becoming manner until lately,that they have imbibed arefract- .
ory & difobedient fpirit, under pretext that no.flavery exifts in the Prov- .
ince.—In February 1798, one Charltte, 2 Negro woman, belonging toa -
Mifs Fane Cook, abfconded from the fervice of her miftrefs, and having -
refufdd to return, was, upon a complaint on oath, apprehended in vir-
suc of a warrant from a Magiftrate, and having ftill perfifted in refufing -
o return to her duty, was, upon legal conviétion, committed to the pri~ .
ion of the Diftri& (for want of a Houfe of Correction;) but having ap- .
piied for, and obrained a Writ of Habeas Corpus, {he was, in vacation,
difcharged by his Honor the Chief Juftice of this Diftrict, without be-
ing obliged to. give fecurity for her appearance in. the.Court of King’s
Bench.  Upon this enlargement, the Negroes.in the city and diftrict of
Montreal threatened a general revolt; and one. Fude, a Negro .woman
belonging to Elias Smith, of Montreal, Merchant, purchaled by him at
Albany, on the 27th day of: January, 1795,.in confideration of eighty -
pounds, New York currency, abfconded, and refufing to return, was, up-
on convi&tion, committed to prifon; but upen.a petition prefepted. by
her to the Court of King’s Bench for this diftrict, holding criminal
pleas, the was on the eighth day of March, 17¢8, without deciding upon
the queftion. of Slavery, difcharged ; the Chicf Juttice declaringat the
fame time, in open Court, that he.wquld, upon Haeas Corpus, difcharge
every Negro, indented Apprentice, and- Servant, who thould be com-
mitted to- Gaol under the Magiftrates Warrant in thelike cafes. .

That His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace having thus no power ta
compel abfconding Slaves to. return to, their owner’s fervice, nor the
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