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OUR RAILWAY POLICY.

"From private sources we have the rumour 
that the Dominion Government will declare 
a decided and vigorous railway policy at the 
next session of Parliament. It is stated that 
the Ministry aie prepared to concede exten­
sive land grants in aid of the proposed Trans­
continental Railway, from the territory not 
under the control of the separate provinces. 
We hope this rumour is correct.

Whatever personal and party hostility may 
exist between the people’s representatives on 
both sides of the House, we believe that there 
is a remarkable unanimity of opinion in favor 
of taking immediate steps to bring about the 
early construction of this great work.. It is 
conceded that along with the Intercolonial, 
the railway*to Manitoba and British Colum­
bia, will cement with bonds of iron the out­
lying members of this Confederacy. Without 
such a medium of intercommunication the 
political fabric we have erected is of the most 
brittle and unstable kind. Its very existence 
has been twice in serious peril already, and 
nothing but the best facilities of trarfsport 
and travel can bring about that homogeneity 
which is indispensable to the stability of any 
political union. Such at butt is the view 
taken of thi subject by some rtf our soundest 
thinkers.^

yfn this matter of railway development, the 
attitude assumed by thé Government of On­
tario will carry great weight, and'be of the 
utmost practical consequence. An obstruc­

t
tive policy would simply mean years of de­
lay, if not defeat. Wc shall therefore watch 
with the utmost interest for the ministerial 
announcement on this subject. Within the 
boundaries of Ontario, there are immense 
tracts of wild land—wilderness indeed— 
which may. and uuytt f<* be made available, 
to the extent of our interest, in the construc­
tion of a Pacific railway^ We are not about 
to urge that any portion of the handsome 
Surplus which has been accumulated under 
the administration of Ho*. John Sand field 
Macdonald and hie colleagues—and which 
does them very «vat credit—should lx> 
appropriated in thisevay. But we do main­
tain that thi freest • ought to be made of 
our wild lands for Ihe purpose of opening 
them up to settlement and giving them a 
market value ; and mat con liest be done by 
means of railways. Tneae lands will have been 
well disposed of, tho, if we can by that 
means bringjntn tb^ l»h of Ontario the ex­
tensive trade that » ill flow between the 
Northwest territori* and this Province as 
soon as nil way comnUmicetion is established, 
which trade i\ now Controlled by the United 
States.

If these lands arfc never opened up till 
private capital and private enterprise come 
to the rescue, then we may as well defer all 
hope of such a result beyond the life of the 
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Way to extend railwJ* into new sections, i< 
by a grant of the pulric domain. It would 
be falïe econ"my og 'the part of tins Pro­
vince to within Id stish grants whenever they 
can be made avail:.b|c fut penetrating our 
northern wilderness wjtli railways. ^Ve have 
the strongest hopes that the Ontario Govern­
ment will lie found in perfect accord with 
that of the Dominion, and that both will 
declare unequivocally for the vigorous prose­
cution of the Pacific Railway scheme without 
any further delays than such as are neces­
sarily incident to a| undertaking of such 
magnitude. ^

GOLD-MINING AS A COMMERCIAL 
r BXTEM1ÛSE.

In every undtTtikigg thr r h.i* the mining 
of gold for it* basis, tli.-rea'a two essential 
requisites to success. }T!ii lint is, that there 
be a good mine ; tho iec in 1, tiiat there be 
good management. li order to ascertain the 
.armer, and ensure tho latter, in cases where 
the promoters, or souse or one of them, do not
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conduct the woifc «Iperson, great care is 
necessary in the selection of an agent, or 
general superintend*™.

The person apÿtidtAl to fill this i'n]K>rtaot 
and responsible office. " should be thoroughly 
capable of testing the value of ores, both by 
fire and mill assay, of directing the work of 
the mine, and of a lapting the numipulation 
of the ores to the peculiarities of their com­
position ; as well as ••determining the quali­
fications of workmen* and assigning each 
to that department in which his skill or 
strength can be otaplujted to the best advan­
tage ; and generally, ht> must be able to take 
hold of and conduct the whole business of * 
the concern in the mine, the mill, the labom- 
tory, and the oibue. 4*w,vu all, he should be 
thoroughly and IccoffuptiWy honest, and 
careful to select honest subordinates.

The necessity for r* Mating upon this trait 
of character is obvious, when we consider 
that a piece of gol4 the sise of a pea is worth 
a dollar, and observe the many op; ortuiiiti* 
afforded in the various stages of the process to 
dislionest employees to'abatract many times 
the amount of tlteir wages without the pnm 
si bihty of tlctect^on. There may not be 
many who could rival in champion jieculatio* 
the agent of an 4-nglish company in th« 
Pacific region, a lid built a mill of his own in 
such a situation that the “ tailings,” flowed 
from tho company^ sluice-boxes directly into 
bis man pan*, and w ho extracted $15 per ton 
out of the ore in jiii employers’ mill, ane 
ruined the c»nijcj#, and took out 83) i*li 
ton more in his uwM mill, and made a fortune 
in a year; but the joctiuveace of such a cir-j 
cuinstance goes faff to prive that wc have 
not in listed too hgfimg'y upon the iu» i-.rtano* 
of securing a c ip*Ue and honest luju-riu-' 
tendent.

Next in imp u tghev is the chief operator, 
or mill-min, who simald be competent to 
conduct tlie o, er iiion of reducing the ore in! 
the most economies] and licncficial manatr, 
to keep the miclir^rry and apparatus in gopd • 
running onler, n:;8 to make or dirxet any re-1 
pairs that uiiglit lie necessary in case of 
accident.

In the mine, shoul 1 be a competent
“captain," and Ctro good working miners, 
and a blacksmith!| For the rest, laborers I 
of ordinary intelligence will suffiv.
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