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- _{PRICE FIXED FOR WHEAT

On another page we publish in full the
official statement of Dr. Robert Magill, Chair-
man of the Board of Grain Supervisors, showing
why the prices of whéat were fixed as they

were. We have published this statement in-

full because it 1s of paramount interest to
every wheat grower in the prainerovinees
and deserves careful study and consderation
The reasons for fixing the prices at the figures
stated are fully set forth. While it was gener-
ally expected that the Canadian prices would
Be somewhat higher than the American prices
because of the higher cost of production in
this country, the new prices are generally
satisfactory. Every wheat grower who has
a fair crop will get a good return for his
labor. The cost of production this year is
much greater than before the war, but the
increase i1s not as great on the average as the
increase in the pnces of wheat. There was
practically no profit in wheat growing at she
prices prevailing before the war

It is to be hoped the Food Controller will
now fix the prices of flour as recommended
by the Board of Grain Supervisors: It is also
important that if possible a minimum price
should be fixed for the 1918 crop. By special
Act of Congress the mimimum price of wheat
in the United States for the 1918 crop has been
fixed at $2.00. There is no doubt about the
need for the biggest possible wheat crop in
1918. I the government of Canada desires
to ensure the highest possible production in
Western Cagada it can only be done by a
guaranteed minimum pnice. I such a mni-
mum is not guaranteed there will be 4 very
strong tendency on the part of farmers to sced
larger acreage W other grains which are
brnnging high pnces and for which the prices are
not fixed.  This matter should receive the very
carly consideration of the Canadian govern-
ment. The time 1o fix the minimum price on
the 1918 crop 15 now. The government has
power to fix such a price by order-in-council
Farmers are beginning now (o lay their plans
for next year's crup. Many of them are
deciding what grain they will sow. In most
cases 1t 15 natural that they will sow.-whay they
believe to be the most profitable crop. “The
United States in fiing & yummum price of
$2.00 for the 1918 crop has salso taken the
power o stop the importation of wheat from
any gther country if it s Tound desirable. It
15 & big problem 1n an exporting country like
Canada to fix the minimum price on the most
important corup 4 ygr 0 advance.  But the
government should Gttack the proldem and
e a decmon at the carlost possilge grament

e TCHEWAN LOAN
SASKA schEme
What s termed the Saskatchewan Greater
Production Loan has been launched in -that
province. It has beon made noecossary by the
success of the Farm Loans Act. The applica-
twons to the Farm Loans Board w date total
$2.500,000 and the condition of the money
market prociudes the pessilabity of secunng
the required amount out.ade of the province
Unlets it » forthcuming, many farmers will
be cramped financially and production wall
be hindered Just whin 0 is nperative that
i be increased.  The luan has been launched
with the udea of making surplus cagsital within
the province avatlable for dstnbutn under
the "um\ Loans Act. Two milbon dollars is
being asked for and will be raised by the salk
ul debentures bamnng five per cent. interest
The loan has many features o wnend
it W the investing jubbc. Firmt of s the
absclute secunty it offers. The debenture s
a stnetly it edge proposition, betng secured
Ly first thartgages under the Farm Loans Act
The rate of interest should prove an atthaction

There are millions of dollars in savings accounts
in the province of Saskatchewan bearing only
three per cent. . This loan offers’ factlities of
re-sinvesting such money at nearly double the
rate of interest. Another véry strong at
traction is that' the government will buy back
the debentures at any time upon three months’
notice. This 1s a new feature in government
loans and should be a great aid in securing the
money reguired, .

The denominations in which the debentures
are issued offer accommaodation to all classes of
investors, being as low as $20 and as high as
$1000. The intercst is paid half yearly

#All that is necessary to‘do is to clip off the
dated coupon which will be cashed at par at
any branch bank. debentures offer a
splendid opportunity . for farmers of Sask-
atchewan 0 invest money at a fair rate of
interest knowing that it goes to help their
needy brother farmers and increase agric-
cultural production. The Saskatchewan gov-
ernment is to be commended for designi
a scheme to make available the surplus mmﬁ
of the province to the farmers upon w
prospenity the prosperity of the province
chiefly depends
WEST IS IN DANGER

Before 3he Conscniption Bill was introduced
in pariiament, feeling throughout the prainie
provinces was running high i favor of the
orgamzation of an independent Western party.
The Western poople generally have lost con-
fidence in both the old polisical parties.  Both
have been protectionist and both have Deen
dominated by the big financial, transportation
and industridl interests. The West has been
looked upon somewhat as a poor relation by
the Eastern politicians and as a magnificent
field for exploitation by the Lig interests
The headquarters of both political ws
have always been in the East and
views are dominant in both. If the West
remains divided betwegn the two parties it
will have no vasce in national affairs.  If the
West becomes united in one party, however,
organised o secure a square deal for the West-
e pruple 1t can accomplish much

The mtroduction f the Conscription Bill
upsct all political calculations.  The old party
alignments were broken and public attention

was withdrawn frum other pressing nationkl . >

tmhhm Then came the proposals for a
non guvernment or a National government
No doubt Premier Borden was sincere in his
coahition proposals, but the rank and file of
the Gnt party and the Tory pafty have no
sympathy with the proposal fur coalition
Each one of them wants the honars and the
plunder of office and they do not want W
share it with anyone clse. It s not at all
probable there will ever Le any real Union
government in Canada, at least before the
Kenaral clectun

The next cutstanding eveit was the intro-
duction of the War Election Franchse Bill,
which was undoubtedly aimed chuefly 0 ensure
the retumn of the Borden government at the
next clection. The prospects are, judging by
the prosent situglion, thal the Borden govern-
ment will come back 1o power, although as

Sir John A Macdonald said, “An clection s .

s uncertain as & home race” Following
along with these various political moves has
e a ton that the two old political
parties shotlld get together in vanous con-
stituenciep and numinate “win the was” can-
didates who would have no affiliation with
either of the but whose sole duty would
be to help win the war.  Already ina her
of Western constit thys fusion mm.m
s gening ground. At the ruk of bang
charged with & lack of patrictisn we are pre-
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pared to state that this “win the war”
didate movement in the West is dangerous to

L

e &

the best interests of Western Canada. - If the -

new government to be returned only to deal
with the war, and the war alone, it might
be advisable to elect “win the war'' candidates.

But the new government \gil! have all xx./"

problems of the general ac
affairs of the country. “Win.
didates will be men w \e

with one or other of the old parties
doubt it will be arranged that (:‘
pretty equally balanced. They wi
pected to go down to Ottawa and sit
They will make ope
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were anited in a Western party & Western
leader they would be « real in the House
of Commons. They and would assist
the government in the prosecution of the war
just as effectively and much more wisely than
any p of “win the war" candidates 'that
ooy hvh.dm-d Neither of the two old
ve any on patriotism.

record of the West foritself. The
West stands for the prosecution of the war to
nMWlﬂdﬁlr
would do the same. But when natonal
questions came up in which the West is oo
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the three days’ work the 640
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great cantilever anms from

the north and south banks of the . The

collapse of the first bridge in 1907 with &

of 70 lives and $5,000,000 J

the cpmpletion of nine

The second disaster

September, when a

gave  way and

span into the §¢.
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