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Romance of a Book Farmer
By Herbert Quick in THe Saturday Evening Poet

Keel book fermer» ere |,retty »earco and muet of 
Ikem ere epuriow. The coaaty ageat \err eeye le 
the neighbor» that I, Abner I>uehem, in the «oral 
mueeberk le the neighborhood; end prove* it, not by 
that old itory t»f my putting e whip aoeket ue my 
eetomubile, but by whet he relie my sneering re 
mnrke about book farming Now I hold that you 
ran no more learn to farm out of a book than you 
ran leer» to swim, or play baseball, or cut hair ia 
the same way. Doctor Bpillmaa’a bulletin oa the 
farming of Chaster County, Pennsylvania, admit* 
that the farmers who are guided by the general 
eiperieere of the farming bueiaeee ia their ne«gb 
borhood», rather thaa by theory, constantly lead to 
make their methods what they ought to be ec they 
go broke. And that proven my <aae. If the arise 
tint» and theorist* ever come to know all the facts 
aa4 principle* of farming well enough to enable 
them to formulate dsaigas for correct practices, 1 
sappoee they will be able to tell ue ih boohs just 
hew to farm

The only man we’ve had ia the Pair view neigh 
borhood to carry book farming thru aa a life work 
is J*g Hharpe To be sure we have had our share 
of back to the laadera who thought they could read 
their way to succeaeful agriculture, and of visionary 
people who thought the rent of us fools; and them 
•elves proceeded to feel their farms away by detag 
everything differently. Hal it wouldn’t he fair to 
charge sack cassa to booh farming, because, ia all 
probability, they would have failed if they bed 
gone into aay other husiasas Je* Hharpo, I 
is he esample of the maa who gave booh fa 
la-rfccilv fair chance is susse»d.

His nUI asms is Oliver Oeo*r»y Hharpe. sad 
when he came I» the Pup Perm he signed it O. 
liejffrvv Hharpe Everybody calls him Je

Aa es English army officer has established 
a farm to teach Americas agriculture to 
young Hritoaa. Jeff Bkarpe, the eon of a 
well to da English family, is sent out to 
this “Pup’’ farm He fails, but meets a 
practical Americas girl, whom he later 
marries. Ils buys a big farm and settles 
dowa is dig everything possible out of 
agricultural books sad journals aad t<> 
make it go. How he need this information 
that so many despise ia aumt inter eating 
aad laatruetiv*. It is a charming story 
fell of humor, intensely interesting and 
pregnant with practical ideas

the rivet—and then 1 have seen the bInch-burnt 
sod shimmer into the delicate green of April, to 
pas» thru every shade of pink, yellow, gold, gray 
aad browa, until the tumbleweeds chased such other
from hillock to hollow la the aatama. like stem

farming a

"d*
cnviliaed he has

VK course ia the meetings of our Cooperative Oral» 
Denier»’ Association, the wags who deni in lumber 
aad meldings have nicknamed him Ogee Hharpe, 
but his sobriquet el the Eidgewsy Pup Perm was 
Reeky Hharpe a* a metier of ceuree, aa seen aa he 
nude his appearance there.

My little granddaughter Marias says that Jeff’s 
•lory ia a wonderful romance, aad she hopes to put 
it ia a play sometime This brings up the qoeelIoe 
I’aa there be each a thing aa roouace ia the Com 
Belli Marine says It le full ef mass e, hgt she 
a new is the midst ef he* ewa (ret adventure ia 
the realms of faerie—you know, y wag Clyde Hobs 
I have seen the Cars Hell before it received that 
■ame, when the very spirit ef mystery and premie» 
Mew over it- end these thing», I have always sup 

ia themself unwritten romaass- I shall 
-Its like again Nshady will ever are He 

like égal»

peded brown sheep. 1 would give anything to see 
It again i but I never can, for the world dees not 
held He Mho.

I have sew all this green sod broken by the plow; 
•ad where 1 saw a desert I new see » teeming am 
pire ef men and women, the heel, I am persuaded, 
ia America All ia my life. Perhaps them ia an 
romance ia that, bat them te something mighty I 
have read a book sailed “A Foreign Tour si 
Home.'* by a New Rag lander, who ant many year* 
ago far the (ret time went scree* the eeutlaeel to 
- alifvrate. aad could see nothing but what eeemed 
te him rather equal id aad dismal ia the Guru Hell 
He didn't like our endless lanawlea of farms, each 
with a house ef a» particular style ef architecture 
and towertike elle» and big red heron The reed» 
were ant good, they were all distinctly- straight 
sud ma north aad south, nr east aad went. The 
whole reentry ssawsd unkempt to him—sot realm 
mg hew much them la of it to he kempt and bow 

«opte them am a iftsn mile te hemp it. Te 
him thorn ns* no romance or beauty ia the grove* 
no planted ia the prairie, aad which now stand 
tall aad green shout the farmsteads; nor ia the long 
rows of waving com. nor ia the horde ef aieok cow* 

he eud the feed yard» |s»pl» I with fat steer* dir Id 
let tag their Haw bet woe» alfalfa ia the ruck* sad 
we com ia the trough*, with an occasional nibble at

overly «triche» peasants whs sao- 
e nee with rsplUl sad aristocratie 
always failed The reneon la per- 
The eely way to sassssd was to

*•< »» I 
«or mo i

the lech bloc pin la the pacta 
them mu’! aay bee at y in H. bet I

I «henldem ef Mo•nee it when the fart 
lew hills nets bias with VJelete. or when mete 
Were poshing Ihwr Woolly hoods ep thro the jn; 
g teem» ends# gveyet eh lee. men it he en seen» 
shorn eu elm «ere sum end uheeo npptee worn the 
•hides» on enabling grume», •pmndlag' away a* 
far e* the eye coûte me, eamarmd by hemmlmd 
w atuck I have lived with the wild fowl, now 
gwee, the suive», Ih* gup her», and badger». won 
the clouds tying ovev thte woodorful peal no, ouch 
felloeed eve* the heeds by lie double la shadow; 
watched the turuade gs r»»ewi»g eves the mad each 
ing pmy where aeo. un» found, bmneled the hd< - 

surd», heard the panifie hruwh» ue they uppted eut 
of the pnlcky snows, in the spring »ueligH, dew»
I» the «male» end off with the reonng creek» »»

Welt mnyhu
say basely w it. net it leeh» good Is ea 

I heneetly fciliev* I hut Ibm New Enginadec, who 
m a literary ewa. wee rep died from the Cars Malt ’» 
bee arm» became ef the straight Item, the a been re 
of greet a me» ousted ta I be grounds ef gentlemen 
—in abort, became it didn't leeh lib# Magma I We 
gel meet ef our literary farming from Brille» 
«Men

Aad te that aplniuu Mr O Geoff rev Hharpe would 
have agreed when bo arrived el I be Vep Farm Me 
wee ioeoty (ve e* so. eud hud been shipped -«or 
from that some EegMed by • family who could» « 
fm their hvm led a place fa* him thorn If we 
em la onde retend young Hharpe we meet know 
ohm the l*»p Farm use -eud. te my eptnwe. u 
reel writer rould make mere ef • «tom of that thee 
ef Jeffh comm If Dwhewe ef hw Imtbaboy» Hell 
end Ha Mr «pmn made immortel Immiari. I 
.* nuii think a wfiler who knew hm hmueem eoaid 
do ae wed wMh Mayer tUdgewe» end hm Fup Farm 

even if H wee m the «'em Boil

Major Midge way was aa English awa who com* 
ia «boat the time ef the German invasion ia the 
Mid West, bought a goodiah tract ef lead la the 
w estera part of Wheeler ’• Crossroad» District, aad 
went 1st» farming. He built a houm on the plea, 
! am told, of aa English country heme, -the prob 
ablv not m (ae; bat It waa a goad deal tee meek 
home for the farm It made the overhead to* big 
for prolta The mayor waa a pompous, rid whisk 
mod. loppy chap who cams over the wa eupmlleg 
te feead aa mute, a family Has. aad all the reel 
af It aa the European plan A considerable a ember 
of moa did the earn» thing ia the alstiee I can 
recall aow the eases of Dee tor Knopf, a German 
prof amor : feared Hckwagormaau, a Germa» land 
eweer; Theme» < « liar» aa Irish aqeire; and a 
Freachmaa earned Foamier, who earn# from Fra am 
to Quebec and thee ta thin eeaatrv Thor alt 
tailed, became lead was plenty end American* 
would not work fee thaa* gmhry tar lorn thaa they 
reuld earn working far Ihemwlvw; aad If the 
gantry paid the male, they could, aa a mutter of 
rearm, awh • a* proffla, Hue* when a maa gate aB 
he awhaa, them la nothing left fm hi* employ*»

Majw Ridg»way'« Fup Farm
* In the ami wav* af immlgretlen there earn* 
i houm «d» of poverty eirtehnn peoaanU who 
reeded where the men MÉ| 
netieu* almeet always 
fmtly abvteuu The « 
prod we, aad the eely wey In t> redore wa* to werhi 
goetlemee coeld net work, while poamnte could end 
would Majm Wdgoway accepted hlmeelf fm *#* 
ere I your» la Sod lag out that fm some maaoa he 
waa gradually eddlag denahUI late beahmpOry by 
the epeeatioa of a farm af the rieheut load aa mrth; 
aad la looking eet fw • remedy he hit epee the 
Idea of eetebliehtag a a*heel ia wkleb yeuag Brttoue 
wight tears America» agriealtum and thaa avoid 
the taller» whleh. h wsa hcgleolog to h* «amaeied. 
waa likely t* overtake the sea work lag luadewngr 
aa the cheap Had» df the Veiled (tales

This school was the Fun Farm Of rearm that 
was am its imvmt name, hot we never thought of 
calling H hr aay ether. I happen le Itm how 
the eewe erigtaaied linui ! remember whoa (no 
eld mayor mlabliehod heeaele ef verteee htude ef 
dope aad tried to mil their prapaay Naturally. a 
simple people, who coded a farm from which pip» 
were arid a hep farm, sailed Majm EldpawnPh 
ornate a Fup Farm; but. after he had remit had H 
with ecioampof Mrttleh gowUlHy. Ih* oeme mask, 
and I heWTe had amnadiUp in in wMb the mu W 
tern wall feeaded popular aetlea that lheee y swap 
moa each rep emeu loi a «be let so m the ciemt ef » 
risk and poaaihly tilled Mrittah family be, yon 
me, we deepteed Ridgeway ’» Fnpo- and they em 
taialy leaked down *a m whether they did mSh*
m m act. And JeS Wbagpe wee em •! MUgewuy ’•
Tdm

Halley, a 
* la ih

>« af mien, wee a celery 
day*, and wa keeping the 

«hool The Ridgeway farm 
eud a wheel mettes were la that district. aad 
edtber af team wee the heme »f children. m he* 
-ihrr* mm emnd-ewly half • deem pupiw. add 
eftee nan* el all la geiag I* and from wheel eh* 
Mewed a r«wd which rsa over lb* prairie ia them 
esc t » prbieh em weibeite Meet ecu it Him W awh 
maw, bet ludpwwey bed bagua la hemh the prelft* 
aad wee trytag la make law fedow I ho eaoMm 

t in.i lob» n

•«moot in -


