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Romance of a Book Farmer
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An ex-Englis army officer has established
' nr tearc) American agriculture ¢t
mng Britoas Jeff Sharpe, the son of &
welltode English family, is sent out to
this Pu farn He fails, but meels »
practical American girl, whom he later
marries He buys a big farm and settles
fown ¢ lig everything possible out of
sgricultural books and joursals and
make it go How he uwsed this information
that s0 many despise s most interesting
and instructive It is & charming story
ful f humor, intensely nteresting and
pregunant wit ractical deas
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Kidgewany and his Pap Farm
the Corn Belt
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By Herbert Quick in The Saturdiy Evening Post

Major Ridgewny was an Eaglishman who came
n about the time of the German invasion in the
Mid-West., hought s goodish tracet of land in the
western part of Wheeler's Crossroads Distriet, and
went into farming. He bullt & house on the plan,
I am told, of an English country home the prob

but it was & good deal too mueh
house for the farm. It mmde the overhead too big
for profits. The major was & pompous, red -whisk
toppy chap who eame over the sea expecting
to found an sstate, & family Nae, and all the rest
of it on the European plan. A considerable number
of men 4did the same thing in the sizties. 1 ean
recall now the c¢ases of Doctor Knopf, » German
professor: Cenrad Schwagermann, & Oerman land
owner; Thomas O 'Hars, an Irish squire; and »
Frenchman named Fournier, who came from Pranee
to Quebee and then to this country. They all
falled, because land was pleaty and Americans
would not work for these gentry for less than they
could eary working for themselves; and If the
gentry paid the seale, they could, ss & matter of
course, make no profits, since. when & man gets all
he makes, there is nothing left for his employer.
Major Ridgeway's Pup Farm

In the same wave of immigration there came
thousands of poverty sirickes ats whoe e
cooded where the men with capital and aristocratie
sotions almost always falled. The resson s per
fectly obvious. The caly way 1o sutcend was o
produce, and the only way to produce was to work;
gentiemen could not work, while peasants could and
would. Major Ridgewny occupied himaelf for sev
el yoars in fadiag out that for some reason be
was gradually sliding downhill inte bankruptey by
the operation of & farm of the richest land on sarth;
and in looking out for a remedy he Mt wpon the
idea of establishing s scbool in which young Hritons
might lears Americas agriegiture and thus aveld
the fallure which, it was beglnning to be wetod.
was overtake the noawerking landowner
a the cheap lands 4f the United Siates

This school was the Pup Farm. Of course that
was not its correet same, but we never thought of

ably pot so fine
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ealling it by any other. | happen te Riow b
the name onginated bLecause | remember when
i wmajor established kennele of varioss kinds of
foge and trisd 1o sell their progeny. Natunily, »

ealled & farm from which ﬂ?
bog farm, called Major RM, .
Parm; but, after be bad restoched 1
oo of British gestility, the same staeh,
and | belive had something to do with the mare o
less woll founded popular sotion that these young
men sach represented & sheleton in the closst of »
rieh and possibly titled Britieh family. Be e
sow, wo desplead Nidgewsny's Pupe; aad they oev
talnly looked down on w, whether they 4 s the
hosor of concerning themselven oo far s to

simpie people, wh
wére sold »
eslante & Py
with

- or aot And Joff Bhagpe was one of Hidgeway's
Mupe

Allce Balley, & slete of mine, was & conbiny
school teacher In those duys, snd was heeplag the
Wheeler o (‘rossrvads W bhowl The R way farms
and & whool section were Ia that district, and
selther of these was the home of children, » v
sohool was small—only haif & dosen puplle, apd

often none at all. Tn geing to and from school she

followed s road which ran over the pmirie In these

ourves which our sesthetic Easters erities s0 manh

mise; but Midgeway bad begua 1o break the prairs

and was 1rving te make teams follow the section
whinved o Poge 31
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