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Defects of the Hog Market

EpiTorR FARMER'S ADVOCATE :

With the prices quoted in Winnipeg at this
date, (September 6th) $8.00 per cwt., the local
buyer is offering $7.00 for selects and $6.00 for
heavies, wewhmg over 250 pounds. I am selling
some this week at $7.00, but the trouble is Lhcu
are very few hogs for sale, and a carlot cannot be
bought, consequently the car has to be partitioned
and the balance filled with cattle. If the weather
is hot less stock can be put in the car. Freight
cost comes to at least 1 cent per pound and the
shrinkage, weighed off the car, 1s } cent per pound
more, so the local buyer has a half-cent profit
to collect a shipment over a large stretch of
country.

One of the worst features of the Winnipeg live
stock market is this compelling the shipper to
sell everything off cars. True, one of the Win-
nipeg firms stated at the Brandon Winter Fair
that water was of no use to them and they would
lower the price if hogs were sold full of water,
but quote both prices as is done in Toronto,
so the shipper may take his choice. Now, he
sells as soon as possible after arrival to avoid
any more shrinkage. When stock is two days
in transit (and I have known cars to be four
days running from here to Winnipeg, a distance of
283 miles), it certainly is against the interest
of the producer to sell off the cars, for the shipper
comes back on the producer.

Then another feature of the Winnipeg market
is that the shipper comes in with not only a mixed
type of hogs, but in many cases se veral kinds of
cattle in the same car, and he refuses to break
bulk, and, therefore, must sell all to one firm,
thereby compelling the firm to buy what they do
not want in order to get what they do want. I
believe it is in the interests of the producer to
have each kind of stock and grade put on the

market by itself, and the man who »1()(111((‘\ the
high quality hogs would reap a rew: ml instead of
hdvmg to average up with the man with the
thick, fat, old sows or stags, and there are times
when any firm can handle the lower grades if
they could buy a quantity and not have to take
something they did not want that week.

Sask. A. B. PoOTTER

Topics for Discussion

T'o afford an opportunity for the interch: inge land next year 7 Sow in rows about May
of ideas, and to provide a place where informa- and thin to nine inches apart in the row.

tion may be given and received, we publish each
week at the head of this dt,,pdﬁmum a list of
topics, which our readers are invited to discuss.
Opposite
of contributions on it, and readers are reminded
that articlgs contributed on any of the subjects |
given, must be in our hands at least ten davs 1
earlier than the subject is scheduled for dis- ‘\
cussion 1n our columns.

Readers will understand that this department !
of the paper is theirs. They are invited to ©

write the editor, freely expressing their ini Che chief objections to the gre

_ opinion

of the manner in which it is conducted and to |
suggest topics. If any reader has in mind
question which he or she mayv think

> ! ) ! can be
profitably discussed, it will be given a

place in t
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Stooking Fodder Corn

i# A Neepawa subscriber writes :
acres of fodder corn.
stooking it."”’

Fodder corn can be preserved in excellent cop.
dition if properly stooked, or it can be spoiled if
the stooking 1is ml]m)pc rly done. In stooking
corn we should aim to preserve the fodder from
injury by rain or snow and also I\) keep it from
1'(*1‘11u‘mi11" First make a corn horse, which is
simply a 2 x 4 sc: mt]mﬂ, 14 feet long, with two
legs naile d on one end and a hole bored near the
Our worst perennial weeds yield to persistent center for a round stick such as a broom handle
Canadian blue grass, that tough, to be placed loosely through. Start the stook by

) placing a sheaf or armful of fodder at each corner
of the horse until the stook will stand alone, then
draw out the broom handle and remove the horse,
clay districts, can be effectually held in check by Then complete the stook by placing enough corn
a short rotation, bringing corn after sod, followed on every side evenly until about 400 or 500 pounds
by grain liberally seeded to clover. Even those are in ¢ wch stook. Then draw the very top of it

= ) . . tightly together with a rope and ring and tie
. W ; and perennial
two' pernicious weeds, bindweed and pere with double binder twine.

Be sure to draw the cord tight ; keep the
ough surface cultivation preventing them from ties near the top and make the stooks large. If
showing more than a day or so at a time above these directions are followed the stooks will stay
ground. While at first the cultivation may erect all winter and shed both snow and rain and

R at the same time remain mttn(u ntly open to
actually seem to benefit the plants, perseverance prevent fermentation. The fodder from such
will have its reward about August or September, shocks should keep bright and sweet until spring.
and a second year will complete the work, if the Horses as well as cattle thrive on well cured corn
first does not. If the weeds are not too bad fodder and immense crops can be grown by proper
management.

maximum price Discuss particularly the diet
provided and the exercise and general care needed
as well as the time taken to nm}u horses in_average
working condition fit for market. \: x¥ .. .

$- October 27.—IVhat is your experience as 10
the /\u[mz“ quality of butter made in Western
Canada? What do, you consider the reason jor
so mach lmml g vmq off flavor within a short time
after 1t 1s made Outline important details
that 11(‘1’/’ to overcome the L]l‘ft‘&‘f.

"1 have severa]
Please give directions fop

* kX

cultivation.
wiry, underground-rootstock creeper, which gives
so much trouble on grain-and-hay farms in heavy-

sow thistle, can be worn out by a summer of thor-

his cultivation may be given with a crop of corn <
S erly y be g p ot S. A. Beprorp, M. A. C.

in hills, or rape, but bad cases of bindweed are
probably best treated with a summer-fallow.

Alkali Land

An Oak Lake reader writes : ‘I have many
patches of alkali soil on my farm. They are not
producing a crop and are unsightly. Can you
recommend any way of using such land ?”

Professor S. A. Bedford's advice is : Alkali
is generally associated with wet land and when
the land is drained the alkali largely disappears.
If, however, it is impossible to get rid of it by this
means,, you might try brome or Western rye
grass. 1If the alkali is not too strong brome will
give 1.’Lrg(% returns. It will, however, be advisable
to break up the land and disc it well before sowing
the grass seed. I have never succeeded in getting
a catch of cultivated grass without plowing up 111(
sod. At the Manitoba Agricultural (\‘)1](.1{(‘
mangels are doing well this year on very alkali
soil where oats have always failed to e¢row.
Mangels are relished by all kinds of farm stock
and give large returns in this country Would it
not be well to try this useful crop on some of vour
15th

Summer Fallowing for Winter Wheat
EpiTor FARMER'S ADVOCATE :

Early in the spring is the proper time to begin
the work of summer fallowing. As soon as the
ground can be worked at all, it is a good practice
to double disc all stubble land intended for
summer fallow. This serves a double purpose.
One is that it thoroughly breaks the surface and
closes the pores or small cracks which are always
present in the spring, through which the moisture
escapes very rapidly. By this means a great
amount of moisture may be saved, which,
Southern Alberta means much toward a good
crop. We are not blessed with as much rainfall
every season at least as our brother farmers are
in the northern part of the province.

Another point is that discing will cover all the
seeds, both weeds and grain, that might have
lain there since last=harvest. As soon as the
warmer days come they are ready to sprout and
orow. This may be in May. B\ the middle of
June, or perhaps sooner, according to the season,
there will be more than likely a pretty good stand
of \'('lmn‘l}lin;": either weeds or grain, pe IhdpS both.
This must not be allowed to "m\v until it has

sapped ‘11' the moisture out of the land, but should
}n double disced again. This second dlqclng
practically destroys all the volunteer grain Of

An Advocate of Brome

Personally, I have never grown brome, but am con- Weeds and also leaves the land with a good mulch,
emplating doing so, unless I can find ‘)fmlt,.ihn,' thus taking care of the moisture and le: (\ms.{ the

etter. I have, however, handled the
vatched the results obtained by many
liscussed it generally with men who ha

grass, have area in first class shape to begin plowing, which
farmers and should not be delayed longer than the e of
e and who are Juls

S give brome
nore abuse than recommendation. But I am not
ntirely satisfied that in all cases brome was at fault.

Plow a good deep furrow, being sure to avoid
Ilu‘ cut and cover act. While plowing it is an
s are that it « ellent ]G;m to harrow the plowed land 1 wellas
hokes out and the yield becomes very licht that vou go, either by leading an extra horse hitched
ymetimes like the wild oat, hard to «r(f rid of and tO one section of good 1 leavy lever he lII()\\ or by
1sy to spread, that it is very hard to cure for hax having harrow attached to the frame of the plow
While there seems to 1“ ‘a good deal of truth in so that it will work within one or two feet of the

(53§

the order of sul < 3f it s d f S hese objections. I think there are several good furrow. Give the teeth of the harrow a pretty

he order of ibjects, 1f 1t 1s deemed of sufficient points 1n brome’s favor which go to counter: ”L these o 1 . : <ino over

sonemal 7 - e = : =aieau ) : é a s¢ good slant so as to give them while passing

general 1nterest. Because this mnotice stands defects It generally yields two or three good heavy £l 1 1 : 1 This has a

) : o 5 e o f : A sY0C HeaVy the surface a downwar S nas

at the head of the Farm Department does €rops of hay, gives a very fine pasture, and the sod |, i Pl s wini - i e I so leaves

not mean that farm questions, only, may be ¢a0 be broken up for grain crop, the root matter and tendency to pack the soil firmly. t also lez
taken up. The discussions will cover every fibre making an old piece of land nearlv as goo« the surface of the ground in very good shape.
= 1 LSS s \ > » T N s . . i 54 . 1 N 7
phase of agriculture > new. These points I consider in the brome’ As soon as the jn(w.‘]l]" 1S hmshtd for fear we
< dagriculture. ™ 1 3 1
For the ‘I t articl 1ved 1 i . “;l\b;. seen brome put the weeds out of a n have not harrowed quite enough, go over it again,
0O 2 st ar e recelv ( ( c tonic N O ( 1 » worst veed-1r etead z Y 3 1 . e = =)

11 smvard & Fe «: e( ; m ch topic we 1n one )Y he worst weed-infes le if you like but if th)ul)lt all the b(tt_ef
will award a first prize of Three Do ars, and for No doul t many of the weeds w e 's have the teceth of the harrow in a slanting
. X = avs nav I C ) p a Slc

the Second best, Two Dollars paving the latter the land broken, but it rt : : T

sum for other ontributions o1 A e man an ex nt opportunity to 'n then & i 3 i 5 s 7 o S -

ublished in tl - it SUDJECT el 1 illed down and 1blv ¢ inat - ] ; [his land is in prime condition now {01 seeding
yublished 1n the same 18su O RUICQA doWwIl and possibly exterminate them al = 1 1. . :

] Articl hould ‘ ‘ together to winter wheat which should be drilled 1n about
Articles should not exceed 500 words. If brome were : e it ripene foq the August. But if you are intending
October 6.—1What has been your experience in down in cases of ould be 1 h t over and put in a s})rm” crop, be sure

markeling eggs and { threweh conmis " l!':vtxl‘x«' ‘““‘"1,’. know one ol r 1t over 1}‘,,1,,”;,}1]_ a time or two more

merchants® Do yon fis r] vavs d acrs Beld o ling it. \’um( of your readers mady
S ) s 1it ( of ki ; . r he
sattsjactonry 1 S t hi t instead of having wheels in my h(dt
ke g
Octol / exy nt way of 1t 1 fall : ‘ ‘ f that 1 have harrows on the brain. But be tha
: ( ] \\ e 1ST 1al n \Vas 1 o1 €1t t c 1 7 . 4 ; s ie 1 "lt fOr
har 1 ? y the or ne vears. A\l the 1 eth T have v e 1S 11 14y, too much-harrowing 1s just 1igiit,
rools 1"y ( the to has been grown on land that runs from a licht 1o 4 S 1OWd there come a nice rain between the time

Wil medium loan ' nd is in shape and the time of seeding

st [ expect 1 1 re abhout n rface is dry enough to allow
October 20 cod HLLIng [1"' e balanc hs cams on it try harrowing it once more.

b 1 1 avor y! e x - ] "

feas : , Lo ) ) wing is good in this case.

Drac Hary . \ 11 Onu [HHARROW.
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