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The Oratorio of Nature.
Hark ! 'iis nature*, music pealing !

Bursting from a thousand throat, ; 
Now with whispered cadence Mealing, 

Then with loudest thund'ring note,.

Nature hath a million voices,
Varied by a thousand tone» ;

All this beaten-wrapt earth rejoice.
With the vocal power, the own,.

List I the air ia loll of muiic,
Swarm, of insect, dance and sing ; 

While by leathered songsters rustic,
Util, and vale, with warble, ring.

Hear the varied round, of creature. 
Roaming o'er a thousand hill* ;— 

Sboats of happy children greet ns,
Every town their muiic Ail,

Yea, the voiceless thing, surrounding,
Are not dumb in nature’, band ;

For the brooklets, river, bounding,
Music roll to ocean grand.

E'en the spacious woods are vocal,
Clappiog band,, each leaf-spray stag,, 

When the wind, that wood,ou harper, 
Sweep, hi, hand, o'er nature', Wrings.

Stand now, on the sea-girt islet,—
Listen to the ocean's roar,—

Rolling nature', chorus, while it 
Hissing, foaming, smite, the shore.

Mountain billows rising, bounding, 
Roaring like conflicting hosts ;

Ears ing peal,, like thunder rounding. 
Shake and crash I he rock-bound coast.

Hark ! the rolling drum of thunder 
Heighten, nature’s loudest glee ; 

Rending clouds and rocks asunder, 
Sweeps the march of Deity.

Now, the thund’ring chorus ceases— 
Hushed into the faintest tones.

Like Eolian harps in breezes.
Fanned by zepber’s plaintive moan?.

Nature ! 'ris an organ swelling,
Massive pipe, unnumbered round ; 

Na'ure « God the breath impelling,
Speak, aloud to all around.

See ! hi, footsteps flash with ligbning.'
Hear his feet with thunder shod 1 

List ! by zaphers now inviting,
'Tis the '■ still, small voice" of God,

Hear bis voice, O earth ! and fear i'— 
Hear it, ail our land and sea—

Bowing head and heart, revere it—
Bless the voice of Deity.

J. tVlNTERBOTHAM.
St. John, K. F. Oct. 2G. 1859-

r

The Christian’s Strength.
There is a supply of strength somewhere 

in reserve for the Christian. There is 
strength available for him when bis need 
comes—strength which he may have. " As 
thy days, so shall thy strength be," is the 
language of One who knows where a store 
of strength lies,and who sees a way of com
munication between it and the person be 
addresses.

Ask, then, where the Christian’s promised 
strength lies, where that reserve of strength 
is which is to come in his future days and 
carry him to Heaven ; I answer—just where 
his wisdom, just where his holiness, just 
where all the sprngs of his spiritual lie—far 
above him, and the things around -him—in 
God. in God is boundless, everlasting 
strength ; and that is the strength, every 
page of Scripture telle me, I am to draw on, 
and hope in, and look on as mine. It has 
been p need at the disposal of Christ my 
Saviour, '.bat it may be mine. Tliii promise 
does not pie an that my own strength shall 
be kept up, never fail me, hold out to the 
last ; it means that there are fresh supplies 
of strength in store for me, that my strength 
shall be continually renewed ; ; nd this be
cause the Lord himself is become my 
strength, and my ,efficiency is of him. 
There is a communication between the living 
God on bis throne and roe in my struggles 
and sorrow* here.; a communication opened 
by my Saviour on his cross, and kept op by 
his in let cession and his Spirit ; and that 
communication, that outpouring ol the God
head into my heart, makes God “ the 
strength of my heart and my portion for. 
ever.”

The strength in reserve for the Christian 
is ebundantly sufficient for him. He not 
only may have strength, and shall have it, 
but he shall have enough of it, enough to 
meet hia utmost necfssitie,—strength equal 
to his day, be his day what it may. *• As 
thy day, so shall thy strength be"—there 
shall be a correspondence and proportions 
between them. Thou shall have at all times 
the kind <>f strength thou requires!, and thou 
shall hake as much of it as thou oeedeyb— 
Rev. C. Bradley.

“ It Shots Out the World.”
A few years since, on visiting a mother in 

Israel, one who wrestled and pi evaded in 
prayer, she led me to a small room in a re
tired pa it of her iow-rooftd dwelling, and 
showing me the hasp which fastened the door 
of that quiet retreat, said, “ l olten think 
that this little piece of iron is more to me 
than all the treasures of the rich in yonder 
city are to them—for this * thuti out the 
world.' "

It was a sacred spot, that room of prayer. 
For more than filly years it had been a 
Bethel to the soul of this aged disciple; and 
how many in that m< -main village, aye, 
and in the world, ar- - bted to the prayer* 
offered there, eter alone will reveal. It 
seemed to me bo. ground, bard by the very 
gate of heaven.

Reader, have yoe any bar, or bolt, or key, 
which, when you enter your place of prayer, 
keeps away th-'lwtindiog eyes and perplex
ities ol the world without ? Alas ! alas 1 
how many weary, aching hearts, burdened 
with earthly treasures, would give all they 
possess for the “ little piece of iron,” the

Hypocrites.
| “ Papa," said a boy to his fsther, « when
| we wete in the steamboat yesterday, I heard 
Captain Wood say a very wicked thing ”

“ What was that, Charles ?"
“ He said, papa, that all religious men 

I were hypocrite, ’’
“ Indeed 1 that was a bold saying. Bat 

you know it was not true.”
“ Y'es, but the other gentleman seemed 

to believe it.”
“ Did yon hear of whom they were speak

ing at the time ?”
“ About Mr. D------ , who was transported

for false coining. They said he used to give 
treels, and attend prayer meetings, just as 
you and uncle do. He was a hypocrite, 1 
suppose.”

“ Yes, poor man ; and I fear there are 
others like him, which is a sad and humbliag 
thought for the true people of God. But 
yr.t, my hoy, there is comfort in it too. Why 
do forgers take so much trouble, and run 
such great dangers ?”

“ That they may make what looks like 
real gold "

“ But why ure they so anxious lor that ?"
“ O, papa, because, you know, they can 

buy everything with it, and live like rich 
men."

“ Then, if real gold were not so valuable, 
they would not take the trouble to imitate it?”

*’ Certainly not."
“ Well, then, the very fact of there being 

false coiners in the world, prove, that there is 
such a thing a, true gold, and that the man 
who can got it is very fortunate. Now in 
the same way, I have comfored myself by 
thinking that the fact of there being hypo
crites in the church, men who pretend to a 
false religion, proves the reality of true 
piety —how valuable it is, how blessed they 
are who really possess it ! There would be 
no hypocrites if there were so real Chris
tians.’’

Charles looked bright and pleased. “ Papa, 
1 am so glad you have told me that—1 had 
not thought of it. Will you Bay so to Cap: 
Wood come day ?"

“ I certainly shall, if I have an opportu
nity. Bit you aee what a dreadful thing 
hypocrisy is. Not only doe, it tuin a man’s 
own soul, but often the souls of others also- 
People, like Ciptain Wood, who are glad of 
an excuse for not thinking seriously at all, 
when they meet with one hypocrite settle 
that all religion is a pretence. My son, I 
trust there is no danger of your being ever 
led into this awful sin. But it is not enough 
to lie no hypocrite. If you would glorify 
God, and do good to your fellow-men, you 
must be a decided, consistent Christian. You 
most act in all thing, so as te “ adorn the 
gospel.” God alone see* the heart, he alone 
knows how far you are sincere in whet you
proUs* to be to chntob wr m yoor wloaot 1

But men must judge of It by what they -ee 
—by your conduct now in the school room, 
and in the playground ; and if you live to 
be older, by what they shall see in your 
public and family life God grant that it 
may he said of you and me, as if was of the 
first disciples,—men “ look knowledge of 
them that they had been with Jesus."

We Shall be Changed.
They laid Christ's body, torn by the 

crown of thorns, pierced by the nails and 
the spear, all bloody and cold and dead, in 
the tomb ; bat he was changed, and bow glo
rious was he when be showed himself to Saul 
of Tarsus, and to John, his beloved disci
ple, on the Isle of Patmoa ! They laid Ste
phen’s body, all bruised and mangled with 
stones, in the grave ; but he will be changed, 
and will come from that grave in biightness 
and glory. They buried John the Baptist 
with hie head cut off by the wicked, but he 
will come from that grave with a crown ol 
life on hia head.

Some men went to China once, and be
cause they were forbidden to carry the silk 
worm out of the country, they hid sçme ol 
the litile creature’, eggs in the lop of their 
staves ; and so out of those two dry staves 
came all the silkworm» and ail the silk in 
Europe since ! What a wonder ! A poor 
ragpicker takes a short stick in his hand, 
and goes into the dirty gutters of the streets 
of the city, and picks up little bits of rags 
and paper. These be puts into his dirty beg. 
But these are wahsed and made over and 
come out tbe pu-e white sheet, pa pet beau
tiful enough to have a queen write on it ! 
Who can doubt that God can take these 
poor bodies, and of them raise up a new and 
better body ? Out of the very darkness end 
the bones of the grave he can make some
thing that will be brighter than the sun for
ever

Tbeae children now before me. so yoenc 
and so fair, must be r heoged. They must 
be changed by time, as it makes them old- 
er*; by sickness, as it withers them, *s the 
worm withers the bower ; by death which 
will turn them into corpse*, and by Christ 
when he comes to waken all the dead ! O 
child ! If you love that Saviour, if you 
please him by shunning what be forbids and 
doing what he commands, if you live to 
please and honor him, you shall be changed, 
and become like the hleased Saviour for
ever, holy,' glorious, immortal, and blessed 
forever !—Br. Todd

I give the sublime repose which Hegira* 
" his beloved.”— Trmet Journal.

Paragraph for Preachers-
Bishop Early, of the M. E. Church South, 

in a recent address to the Holston Confer
ence upon the duty of pastoral vieitig, said:

“ Y'ou appoint protracted meetings : I 
never appointed a protracted meeting. I 
appointed two day’» meetings, and if they 
promised well, 1 protracted them. You are 
not to be spending all your time and strength 
on protracted meetings, kiting regular ap
pointment* fall through, and the whole cir
cuit get into disorder—no class books, no 
account of periodicals, no Sunday schools. 
Neglecting and slighting your work three- 
quarters of the year, not expecting to do 
anything, and teaching people not to expect 
a blessing at regular meetings ; then, at tbe 
heel of tbe year, getting up a revival, going 
into protracted meetings, reporting so many 
conventions, and when your successor comes 
along, be can't find half of them Every
thing at loose ends—no class books, but slip* 
of paper here and there. Under such men 
tbe Church will go down. They do not ad
minister eacrxment once n quarter,

j and took the rows you are taking. Gb from 
house to house. This you promise to do, 
but you don’t do it when you whip from 

i home to church and back, maybe stopping at 
a few favorite places to get a meal and have 

| your horse fed. So have I heard of a 
preacher who had a circuit seventy-five mile* 
round ; but be traveled three hundred miles. 
How ? From home to one appointment 
fifteen mile* off and back, same day, thirty 
miles ; from home to another appointment 
and hick, same day, twenty miles ; and so 
on. This is fiot family or pastoral visiting. 
It cannot diacharge your conscience of these 
vows. Bo gentlemen. Give as little trou
ble as possible, and do as much good, wher
ever you go. You must often, brethren, 
pursue your sacred celling under disadvan
tages ; but go forward. Remember, be that 
goetb forth weeping, bearing precious seed, 
shall come again rejoicing. Weeping I Why 
should he weep ! Because, forsooth, grain 
might be precious and scarce. He and hi, 
family can ill spare it for seed ; they need 
it for food for present necessities. But the 
sower lakes it lor seed, though suffering for 
food. By and by the harvest comes ; yes 
tho harvest."

The Benevolence of Neander.
Neander’a lore of hia fellow men, and 

especially of good men, was ever active and 
self-sacrificing. His charities were unbound
ed. He allowed hia sister to manage bis 
domestic affairs according to her pleasure, 
but in regard to his charities he waa most 
decided. He would suffer none to interfere 
here ; and of the amount of his givings he 
would never render an account. Vaat mul
titudes were bnnefitted hy him, the|p»rticu- 
lars of which will never be known. One 
example may be given as a specimen. Dur
ing the illness of a student, which proved to 
be fatal, he was unable to obtain all that was 
necessary in this condition. A friend went 
to Neander and informed him of his state. 
As be waa entering into details, Neander 
suddenly interrupted him and inquired how 
much was needed. Tbe friend named tbe 
sum. Neander wrung hia hands in agony ; 
he had no money at his command. He 
paced the room,glancing eagerly at bis books. 
At length he stopped before a large volume, 
splendidly bound, one of the most valuable 
books in his library, and tbe most precious, 
as but few had been ■ printed and distributed 
by the author among bis friends. He seized 
tk6 book, put it into the hands of the stu
dent, and said, ” I have no money, but take 
tins and try to sell it Do it secretly, I beg; 
nobody must know it.”

The Living Way.
I, Christ a living way to heaven ? Then 

what a sorry, pitiful case are they in that 
walk in the way of death, that despise this 
way of life ? It is very common, and it does 
not cease to be the more bad because it is 
common, but is so much the more grievous, 
that persons love death rather than life The 
matter now is balanced thus : every sinner 
is by nature dead in sin ; if he continues in 
that state, he dies in his sin ; and dying in 
his sin, he dies forever for his sin. This 
miserable case now is to be balanced will: 
wbat our Lord proffers—ihat he will give 
the light of life—that he offers to lead men 
to heaven—’.hat if they will but set foot on 
him, set their heart on him, lodge their faith 
on him, and put their trust in him, he will 
guide them safely thither. What ails them, 
that they refuse Jesus Christ ?— Traill.

I bear
eomethiny, which would “ shut out the world" -of elders who have not administered tbe

sacrament of tbe Lord's Sapper in » year— 
a whole year ! and yet they stood up once

Religious intelligence. 

Great Britain
Tbe Scottish Reformation Society bas 

made arrangements, and issueda prospectus 
or programme, for commemorating the tri- 
centenaty of the Reformation from Ropery 
in Scotland. Upon one great fact the socie
ty bases its present movement ; that on the 
1st of August, 1560. the Scottish Parliam-ot 
assembled, on the 17th the confession of 
faith was ratified, and the Protestant relig
ion formally established.

Neither in 1660 nor in 1760 did circum
stances permit tbe centenary commemora
tion, of this great event. But 1860 offers a 
more pear, ful opportunity, and it is intend
ed to hoi-1 a series of meetings to Edinhugh, 
comment-in.; on Tuesday, 14th August, 1860, 
end eor'ming over four successive days. 
The mc>e’* contemplate, th* attend*- re not 
only of Protestant .Scotchmen, but of Protes
tant* of al, countries and denomination», and 
to mik- aeir meeting a* a Protestant voice 

north into all land*.
At the severs! meetings short papers are 

to he reed, a* the ground work of conversa
tion and discussion, touching tbe history, 
state, and prospects of Protestantism in 
Scotland particularly, and more generally in 
other countries. It cun not be doubled that 
by this greet aerie* of meeting* in the Scot
tish capital ao impulse will be gisen to the 
stability and diffusion ol Protestant truth of 
the rao-t enlarged and abiding character.

The Coogregglional Union of England 
and Wales held its twentieth autumnal meet
ing in A herds re, Wales, about three weeks 
ago. Nearly five hundred minister* and 
delegates from varions parts of the country 
were present. The proceedings included 
devotional meetings, the discussion of im
portant questions affecting tbe prosperity of 
the chnrchee, and public meetings for the 
advocacy of British missions, Congregational 
principles, and the cause of voluntary edu
cation.

At the devotional meeting on Monday an 
admirable address was delivered by the Rev. 
D. Thomas, of Bristol, on “ Self-Abegation 
in Christian Work.’’ At the conference on 
Tuesday, tbe chairman, the Res. Dr. Legge, 
of Leicester, delivered a lengthened and 
masterly address, indicating much learning 
and research, of which the general mission ol 
Christianity was the prominent theme, and 
touching eloquently upon a variety of sub
sidiary topics. On the motion of the Rev. 
J. Pridie, seconded by the Lord Mayor of 
London, he was thanked for his address, 
and requested to publish it.

For some time the British Congregation- 
alists have been endeavouring to form a 
fund upon which their infirm and aged min
isters might rely for support, hot the suc
cess of the project appears to be problema
tical. Tbs subject was again brooght be
fore the Union by the Res. Dr. Fsrgeeoo, 
who rend a nape: from the special commit

tee appointed last year, in relation to tbe pro
posal to form a Pastor’s Insurance Society, 
which had not received general approval 
from the churches.

Tbe Res. George Smith next described 
the steps that bad been taken to raise a 
fund for aged retiring pastors, for which he 
had received more than .£3,500, subsequent
ly increased by subscriptions in the assem
bly, with the XI,000 donation of the Revd 
J. A James, to 5,000. A resolution was 
adopted to aim at raising at least X 10,000 
for this object.

On Tuesday morning a resolution was 
adopted expreasise of iotaresl in the Welsh 
Congregational charcbss.which elicited much 
valuable information. The proceedings of 
the English Congregational Chapel Build
ing Society was then described and com
mended. A resolution condemnatory of 
American slasery was adopted at this sit
ting; and the Ref. T. Bourne, from New 
York, pleaded earnestly the cause of the 
negro race.

At subsequent sittings the Union was oc
cupied with tbe subject ol Sabbath schools, 
and considering tbe measures that must be 
adopted for rendering county associations 
more efficient than they are. Miscellaneous 
business was then transacted, after which a 
paper on the Religious Awakening was read 
by the Res. R Balgarnie, of Scarborough, 
and the rest of the session was desoted to 
its consideration and prayer.

A very devout feeling appeared to per
vade all the meetings, and frequent allu
sions were made to tbe revival of religion 
going on in Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 
But the crowning service was in the open 
air on Thursday afternoon, when at least 
15,000 persona were present, and tbe inter
est was so great that all the shops in the 
town were closed, in order that their in
mates might attend this out-door prayer 
meeting.—Northwestern Ckrittian Advocate.

The Revival in Sunderland.
From tbe CcrresponJeo:» of the Walchmnn.

Gentlemen,—Still good news from the 
North. The Sun of Righteousness is going 
“ forth in hia might." Since my last very 
many have felt the sacred fire beginning to 
glow. ley hearts are thawing under the 
permeating influence of holy flames gather
ed Irora the Altar. Some who were miser
able sinners have literally danced for joy. 
Men who were unblueh-og blasphemers are 
loudly praising God,—prodigals are finding 
their way home,—mere formalists are be
lieving the great truth, “ Ye mutt be born 
again,—drones in the family hive are acting 
out those great words, ” Work while it is 
called to day.”

Men and women ol most dissolute habits, 
are washing their garments in tbe blond nt 
the atoning Lamb. Not a few backsliders 
are returning to the arms of God, nod the 
ranks of Zion ; and some of these rapidly 
hastening to fourscore year*. Many young 
people have taken the yoke of Jesus upon 
their youthful necks ; and not a few young 
men, whose secular position inspires hope 
that the silver and gold shall be placed at 
the Great Apostle’s feel. Esery night and,
1 might say, afternoon, the minor key of 
distress is poured out in “ O God, save me,” 
“O Jesus, help me ;” and then we bear tbe 
sweet melody, •' I will praise Thee," bunt
ing forth from the happy heart, into which 
are gushing streams ot mercy. The “ fin
ger of God ” is eetn, yea, •* the hand of the 
Lord " is with them. Many members are 
finding their feet, and like their Great Ex
emplar, are going abooi doing good, Per
sons, of whom to nsk aid, in n Prayer-meet
ing, would hare been to I lighten them, may 
now be seen going from pew to pew, and 
entreating others to come to Cbnat. Ihe 
words of our poet seem description of their 
feelings and desires :

- Too mure .■ T* • tc IV* steei 
Too much I uunaot < » Twee."

Husbands base come to tbe eu.„»eoioe rail, 
and when Jesue ansd, “ Ti,y sins we forgiven 
thee," they base rushed down tbe aisle, nod 
clasping their wises, base brought them to 
the “ altar of prayer," and they base re
joiced together m alliance le the Lord J< 
Christ. In one part tbeie kneels a fat 
mother, and three daughter?—in another, 
three sisters. Here, mao and wife—there, 
brother and sister—io one sestry, mistress 
and maid, side by side, both backsliders, and 
bub made sery happy—in another, com
panions in the paths of folly, now wrapping 
their arms around each other’s necks, nod 
as they mingled voices in—

" Vh happy day tbit Hard my choice 
On Ttiae, my Sevionr and my Ood,'

Well may tbu slowing heart raj owe,
And spread ita rapture, nil abroed."

—they, like David and Jonathan, “ strong b- 
eottd each other's hands in the Lord."

I think it right to stale that many of those 
who are enrolled as basing received special 
good, belong to other Circuits ; many others 
were members lisiog without a daily sense 
of Divine favour ; not a few doubting the 
great and glorious doctrine of “ Entire Sane, 
lificatioo,” or neglecting to seek after it ; 
and some members of other Christian 
Churches. But with all these deductions 
a goodly number here have turned onto the 
Lord.

God is putting honour upon his Son, hie 
word, and his people. We pray for ; race, 
that we may wear it for the Divine glory. 
There is no modern quackery, no newly 
invented nostrum employed. It is the use 
of that far-famed elixir,—God's balm in 
Gilead,"—the good old Gospel. The whole 
conduct of our dear friends who continue to 
help us seems to say, "It is our meat and 
drink to do our Heavenly Father’s will"— 
To " spread scriptural holiness ’’ is the “ one 
thing” they "do.” I stop not to defend 
this work. God will fight for us ! If any 
who read this letter feel sceptically inclined, 
we remind them of oor Lord’s message to 
bis forerunner, " Go and show John again 
those things which ye do hear and see : The 
blind receive their eight, tbe lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised up, and the poor base the 
Gospel preached to them. And blessed is 
he who is not offended in me.” list. xL 
4-6. To argue this matter, we base nei
ther lime nor disposition, hot to qeibblers 
we would say, * Why should the work 
whilst we lease it end come down to too T 
As oar beloved President «aid yesterday, at

of this'
Methodise, so say I 

I bn a boM and a bad

man who is prepared to with that it had 
neser been."

Let us pray, and work, until—
“ Je*u*s lore the ne troc# fire#.
Sett tii« kingdom# in a biace."

It will come. “ Not by might, nor by 
power, but my Spirit, euith the Lord of 
Host*." Yours, truly,

Charles Rawlings.
Sunderland. Aee. 1, 1859.

Massacre of Missionaries,
Tbe July report of the Rhenish Mission 

Society coo ta ins tbe painful statement tl 
the increasingly hopeful field of labor of that 
Society in Borneo bas been suddenly des
troyed, hy the cruel massacre of a number 
of the missionaries. Tbe hearts of the mis- 
•iooarics bed jest been refreshed and en 
oouraged by the arrival of reinforcement» 
frees Europe, when the unexpected Mow 
fell opee them. Five of tbe missionaries, 
and oae formerly a missionary, three of their 
wises, and three children were brutally 
killed ; the wife of another, and twelve 
children, together with several European 
women and children, were dragged into cap
tivity. The rest of the mission, consisting 
of six missionaries and their families, fled to 
Banjermnwiog, where, among a population 
of 40,000 Mahommedans. besides many 
thousand* of enemies around the town, their 
situation at the last accounts was precarious. 
The misaioo-stations were destroyed and 
completely pillaged, and tbe fleeing mission
aries deprived of everything. All the Eu
ropean* who could not reach that town or a 
neighboring fort were murdered, and their 
wives aad children were killed or carried 
into captivity.

The island of Borneo with the neighbor
ing island of Java, belongs to the Dutch.— 
The inhabitants are partly Mohammedan 
and partly heathen. Tbe RhenLh Mis
sionary Society is the ooly one laboring 
there, and has met with much success, espe
cially among the Dayak tribe, where Chris- 
tianity found free access from the first.— 
These scenes of horror are to be consider
ed as a sequel to the rebellion in India, and, 
like that, were commenced by the Moham
medans. The occsiod wss taken of the 
appointment of a new saltan by the Dutch, 
against whom one of his relative, raised a 
conspiracy, determined to shake off the yoke 
of the Dutch, and to kill all the Europeans.

The converted Dayaka stood faithfully by 
their teachers, aiding them as much as was 
in their power, while several of them seal
ed their testimony with their blood. One 
named Andrew, when seized, together with 
several others, openly confessed that lie-wns 
a Christian. Ilia freedom was promised 
him if he would turn Mahommedao, and a 
form of prayer was said before him, which 
be refused to repeat, when he was pierced 
through. May it prove true in Borneo, ee 
it has in other countries where the followers 
of Ciiriit have been called to suffer persecu
tion, that the blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the Church.—Am. Mtttengtr,

Protestantism in Italy,
The limes Correspondent at Florence 

speaks of the hopes of Protestantism in Italy. 
He my, that he a, a! Parma and Bologna, 
and everwhere throughout .Emilia, signal 
proof, of tbe activity of tbe London Bibli
cal Society. •’ Fine copie, of the Ital
ian 1 Diodali ' translation rf the Old and 
New Test ansa nt were either sold nt very 
low prices or even freely distributed by 
their, agents. 1 hear now that an elegant 
building is rising in this city in the Piazza 
Barbano or Dell lodipendensa, which la 
to be a temple consecrated lo the worship 
of the National Italian or Reformed Catho
lic Church, A smell congregation at vari

ce with the established Roman C.thoie 
amumon already exista io Florence, and 

sine* last April what may b* called Proles 
toot service boa been performed weekly in 
the Italian language, with open doois. The 
Wnldenaee have churches or temples not 
only in Turin and Genoa, but also at Proe- 
rolo, Salusau, and all the minor rowna nt 
tbe font of the hill*, the population of which 
had been for eeoteriea incited and let loose 
against them by the forocioat bigotry of 
monk, sod inquisitors. In nil those churches 
Ihe Word is preached in Italian as well as 
In French, and the doors are shut against 

■e of his Sardinian Majesty's lieges." 
The Correspondent think,, however, that 
there is not much chance of any general 
conversion, and that the people care too lit
tle for tbe doctrinal part* of their religion 
to see any great difference between it nod 
Protestantism.

The Mortara Case.
A deputation, consisting of distinguished 

friends of'civil and religious liberty, was to 
have waited, by appointment upon Lord 
John Rowell, her Majesty', Foreign Secre
tary, at tbe Foreign-office, on the let lost., 
to lay before his lordship n protest against 
the preoent proceeding, of the Papal au
thorities in th- Mortara case, and to request 
that " her Majesty’s Government in case 
they should take any part in tbe aettlemeo' 
of the Italian question, will cause the sub
ject of tbe Papal treatment of the Jew* to be 
brought before the considerations of tbe 
Governments of Europe ” Tbe Secretary 
to the deputation, however, received a com
munion from bis lordehip, intimating that 
as his lordship waa suffering from » slight 
cold, it would be more coo veulent to him to 
receive them on Saturday next

Baptist Churches.
The celebrated Bsptiit preacher of Eng

land, Mr. Spurgeon, has addressed a letter 
to his renders in this country, in which tbs 
subject of close communion is spoken of as 
follows :—

“ As for communion, it seems to ns that 
this i* no more at our disposal than the 
blood of the Redeemer, which he has shed 
for all bis people, whether immersed or not. 
We believe restricted fellowship to be im
possible among the saints of God. With 
■lithe church we do and most commune. 
The spirit of the living God has established 
an irresistible communion among all the re
generated, aad no church act can limit. or 
restrain the divine impulse. Respecting 
the consciences of those who hold a limited 
fellowship, we do most solemnly prut

i Protestant Alliance.
annual Nesting.

Tito, the PresbTîerian W itn-.s. Not 1».

The Annual Meeting of the Alliance was 
held on Tuesday evening, 15th lost-, in 
Temperance Hall. The audience was high
ly respectable, and enthusiastic in the cause.

James Forman, E-q., presided. The 
48th Psalm was sang, the 2nd Psâlm rend, 
and prayer was offered op by Rev. Mr. 
McGregor.

The President then addressed the meet
ing to the following effect :—The Rev. Ed
ward Marcus Dill remarks, in his work on 
Britain’s Romeward Career, that “ The 
present alliAde of British Protestant, is, 
perhaps, tbe most extraordinary phenome
non of the age. Exposed to Popish maebi- 
nations which might well alarm the boldest, 
and encompassed by perils enough to star
tle the most secure, the mass of the Protes
tant community seem at this moment at in
sensible to danger as if Great Babylon had 
already fallen, is not this the case with us 
also. Small as the country is where our lot 
has been cast, Romanists do not despise it a, 
a field of action. Our position is no lew 
perilous than that of Great Britain, and, if 
we .in net om the means which God has 
placed io our band, to avert the threatened 
danger, we shall as swiftly and a, sorely drift 
toward, the quicksands of idolatry and super
stition. We are prone to say peace ' peace ! 
when there i, no pence A, the inex. 
peiienced mariner, when a breathless calm 
spreads over the surface of the ocean, is un
aware of hia danger till the fierce tornado 
rushes upon him and plongea him into n 
watery grave, so, with the same unaccounta
ble recklessness, a vast number of Proles» 
tant» are lulling themselves to sleep. Many 
Protestant» have scouted the idea that there 
is any cause for alarm in reference to the 
interest, of our Protestant failli. But 
would they look calmly at the rapid strides 
toward, the attainment of power which Po
pery has made during a few by-gone years, 
both in Church and State, I feel sure they 
could not be long in coming to :he Conclu
sion that the Popish controversy should not 
only be everywhere revived, but that every 
legitimate influence should be employed to 
put down a system so fraught with evil to 
the sou la of men. Babylon must foil. Its 
doom is written—and it is the duly of every 
believing Protestant to plead fervently and 
importunately that the time may soon come 
when the Lord shall consume the Man of 
Sin with the spirit of hi, mouth, and des
troy him with the brightness of his coming 
Thirty years ago, wiiliin my own time, and 
that of many here present, the loyalty of 
Papilla was the favorite theme of Emanci 
pationista It i, monstrous, they exclaimed, 
to inspect that our Catholic brethren would 
employ for the Pope again,', the nation 
.he powers eon filled to them by that na
tion ; and yet, when Mr. Lucas sometime 
ago was accused of trifling with his oath, 
what was bis reply? ‘‘Mr. Lucas has fully 
considered the question of the oath, and has 
made up bis mind upon it, and, hy the bless
ing of God, he says—I will never rest nor 
cease my exertion, so long as I am in any 
position to exercise any public function 
whatever, until Ihat accursed monopoly, the 
Eeetablished Church, be cut down hy the 
roots." Is there not here the old Popish 
doctrine verified, that perjury is a duty when 
required by tbe Church’s interest* ? Do not 
those who once complained in tones of injured 
innocence that Protestants charged Rome 
with diregardin* the annctiiy ot an oath, 
now begin lo laogh at Britain for believing 
them, and do they not eoolly avow that when 
“tbe Church ” require* it, oaths, like pie
crusts, are made to be broken f And is not 
Rome straining every nerve to mould the 
institutions and lews of the eoiooie* for her 
own ends ? We know what she is endea
vouring to accomplish in Canada, New 
Brunswick and Nov» Scotia; and the late 
election* in Newfoundland shew very clear 
ly what she is doing there. Leas than 50 
years ago there was one priest in Halifax, 
and 1 believe he was tbe only one in Novs 
Scotia proper.— How many are there now ? 
About tbe same lime there was in Au«*ra- 
lia but one bishop and two priests There 
were two years sgo several hundred priests, 
14 bishop* end one archbishop ! See, a so 
how she grasps at chief places ol trust under 
Government!—Custom Mooses, Post Offices, 
Excise and Police swarm with Rome'* ad
herents. L ok also at the Bar, th<- Army 
and Navy. In Ireland the legal promotion* 
are said to be in the ratio ol nine papist* to 
one protestant. What may then be ex pec - 
ed when Rome's rising tide shall sweep over 
Witness and Jury Box, Bar and Bmch ? 
And what may aie hope for when we see 
popish chaplain* appointed to our army and 
navy.—When we see those sfopz; Britain's 
beat bulwark», whose flag* have braved the 
battle and the breeze, fitted up for priests ol 
the greet apostate, when at the same time 

application for an old hulk rotting at 
Davenport is refused for a Bethel Chapel ! 
We have only to read tbe cases cited io tbe 
lest monthly letter of the Protestent Alli
ance of England to satisfy ourselves that 
Popery is assuming far more alarming pro
portions than ever. Tbe case of Misa Starr, 
on oor own aide tbe water, is familiar to you 
al! ; and very lately a case of regular kid- 
napping occurred in England A young 
girl, tbe daughter of a Mr. J. McDonnell, 
was taken from her father and secreted by 
a Romish priest, the Res. Wm. Walter 
Roberts ; bat, providentially, the laws of 
England being more stringent, and the liber
ty of the subject better guarded then on the 
continent, and principally through the exer
tions of tbe Protestant Alliance, the means 
were soon found for effecting her restitution 
to her proper end lawful protector, end Mr 
Roberts, besides being compelled to surren
der hia prise, bed to pay the costs which the 
father had been put to, amounting to X58 
18». stg. John Wm Setter, n Protestant 
residing nt Su Genii io France, was depriv
ed ol two of hi* daughters by the connivance 
of Ihe priest of St. Genie, who, when charg
ed with the set, did not deny it. bat stated 
that the girl* were well provided for, nod 
were learning the trne religion. On this 
occasion the effort made by the Alliance for 
their release, I regret to say, was unsuccess
ful. Tbe case of the abduction of the Jew
ish child Edgar Mortara, which ha* excited 
ao great interest, is familiar to you all— 
This child is still detained, though it is ex
pected some important movements will yet 
be made in reference to title matter.

Another ease is that of Escalante, a Bri
tish subject, a native of Gibraltar, who has

j been for some time engaged by the British 
! and Foreign Bible Society in distributing 
; the Scriptures in Gibraliar. Whilst so oc
cupied in Andalusia he was, in May last, 
arrested and committed to prison at Chie- 
Icaa, and the Bibles in his posees-ioa seised.

1 Alter being for some time in a loathsome 
1 dungeon with murderers and other felon* of 
the worst description be was removed to 
Cadi* where he i* still ia prison, awaiting 
his trial for this cflence. Through the 
means of the Protestant Alliance ■ memorial 
bas been forwarded to Mr. Buohanao, Her 
Majesty's Minister at Madrid, with instruc
tion» to enquire into the matter, and to en
deavour to obtain his re'eaae.

The roost striking feature of Popery in 
tbe secresy with which Ua designs and par- 
poses are formed. How studiously ere they 
eon cent ed until the wished for moment ar
rives for putting them into execution ! No
thing is left undone that tends te lall into 
delusive security those who are doomed to 
suffer.

Many examples might be adduced to veri
fy this statemenL

After referring to the massacre of 8L 
Bartholomew, the speaker referred to the 
equally horrible massacre of 300,000 of là# 
Protestants in Ireland in 1641 upon whom 
lheir enemies continued to smile up to the 
very moment when the work of extermi
nation began, and who were (bo* completely 
thrn.ro off their guard and murdered in cold 
blood. Who, alter reading such tragedies 
a* these must not to- impressed with the dan
ger of allowing men whose principle is to 
keep no faith with heretics, to obtain the 
ascendancy. . And this ia Rome, to which 
many of our great mon, oor statesmen, our 
legislators, and, with sorrow I say it, even 
clergymen, ministers of the gospel, ere pan
dering !

I hope it will not be cupposed that a dis
position axist* on my own pert or that of 
the other member* of the Protestant Al
liance lo injure, or hurt the feelings of nny 
individual. On the contrary, our earnest 
desire ia to do good lo one and nil. We 
know how difficult it is to divest the mind of 
early impressions .studiously instilled into it, 
however deceptive they may appear to 
other* ; and with Cecil we believe that Po
pery is the maite-pieoe ol Satan, and that 
he i* utterly incapable ot such another con
trivance. It is a systematic and infallible 
plan for forming manacles and stuffier* for 
the human miml. It is io troth the mystery 
o' iniquity that it should be able lo work it
self into the simple, sublime, holy institution 
ol Cnrisliaoiiy, and so lo interweave ita 
abomination* with the truth ns to occupy the 
strongest prisions of the mind nod to control 
the strongest understandings. Tbe object 
of this Alliance ia the tame ns tbe English 
Alliance—to endeavor to combine Christiana 
of all denominations together to resist Po
pish aggressions. Many Christian people 
in ihi* community and throughout the Pro. 
Vince have given their aid and manifested 
a dn|.oeition to east aside minor difference* 
in order to promote the cause ol truth against 
error, and earnestly hope and ptay that it 
may please him who overrules all events to 
His own glory to put into tbe minds of all 
who love the Lord Je*us in sincerity and 
truth, to come forward wnh their talents end 
influence and exert themselves io promote 
so glorious an undertaking

The R-port of the Committee for 1859 
was then read by the Rev. John Hunter. 
It I» as follows :—

Th-- Committee have much pleasure In 
pre.ruling to the members and friends of 
the Alliance the following short statement 
as a tirs: R-port of their proceedings.

Although the Protestant Alliance of No
va Scotia is an independent body, managing 
its own affeirs and responsible for Its owe 
acts, it is also a branch of the Englith Pro- 
lés ant Alliance, which has its chiel seat in 
ihe metropolis of tbe Empire. Wi h this 
body the Committee continue* to bold con
stant communication. I a Honorary Secre
tary pil'd a visit lo Halifax during the sum
mer of 1858 and the following notice oc
curs in Ihe Report rtad in London on the 
19th July of ilie present year:—“ Tbe con
ference with Ihe Committee of the - Nos* 
Scotia Protestant Alliance was ot specie 
interest. The- Alliance i* very active it- 
its efforts again,i R .maoism, and ii meres* 
ing in v gor and influence."

■The Commute» aim maintains a cotre- 
ponder.ee with the Scottish Reformation 8 - 
ciery in Edinburgh From noth these h. 
die* nine4 valuable Information and ai-l 
have been obtain.d, arid ihe Commute, 
while acknowledging their obligations wool > 
also express ibttr dtsire to draw mil do»< i 
the lie* which unite Protestante on either 
side of I be Atlenno In i be Const notion c 
ihe English Society tbe following pe»s«g 
occurs ;—“ The Protestent Alliance is « 
body composed of perron* of various polin 
cal opinions and bolding different views o 
Church matters The noe link which unite 
all these is a firm conviction that (be r.hjer t 
which the Alliance has in view is ol fa 
higher importance than any of ihuro topic 
on which the members differ from ear- 
other." And ibis object is clearly stated li
the following resolution recently agreed t- 
at a general meeting held in London !

“ That the necessity of uniting all Chrif 
tiens in resisting the influence ol Popery it 
this K ngdom, on which the Protests-it Alli
ance was originally formed, commues in un
abated force. That tbe Alliance ought there 
lore to be strengthened to undertake n mon 
decided and vigorous policy in dealing with 
tbe great questions of the day, tocludiog tbe 
d«endowment of Mayaootb ; tbe opening ot 
Nooneriee to legal inspection ; the termina
tion of the present system of conceding to 
Popish demands on political pressure from 
Popish members of Parliament ; opposition 
to tbe Confessional nod all other Popish 
practices by whomsoever originated or sanc
tioned."

With a Constitution identical with that of 
tbe English Alliance tbe Protestant Alli
ance of Nova Scotia has also a very similar 
work given it to do. It took its rise from 
the felt necessity of union in order to op
pose tbe domineering influence ot Popery. 
Perhaps nothing bas marked so much tbe 
wisdom of itsjcommencemeot as the cry of 
rage and alarm with which it was greeted* 
Slander, threats, trickery, were the weapon! 
of sasanlt against this Alliance in its infan
cy, bat they all failed to weaken its vtreogth 
er disarrange its orgnnzation. It hns gone 
no its course of duty—seeking tbe advance
ment of no party or sect ns each, bat ear
nestly bent on tiw acquisition of civil and 
religious liberty. It has striven to unite


