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Christians by the River of
Death.

There came a little child with sunny hair,
All fearless to the brink of Death’s dark river
And with a sweet confiding in the care
Of Him who'is of hie the Joy and Giver
And as upoun the waves she l:ft our sight,
We Leard her say—« My saviour makes them
brigit

Nest cawe a Youth, with bearing wost serens,
Nor turned a vingle backward lock of sal-
ness ; )
Bat as Le leit each gay and fldwery scene,
Smiling, declared — ¢ My soul is thrilled with
gladness,
What earth dermed bright, torever I resign,
Joyfuily but this to know, that Christ is mine |”

An aged Mourner, trembling, tottered by
And paused a moment by the swelling river;
Then glided on bencarh the shadowy sky,
Singing—¢ Christ Jesus is ny strength for.
ever ;
Upon his arm my fecble sonl I lean,—
My glance meets His withoat a cioud between.”
And scarce her last triumpbant note haa died,
Ere hastencd on a Man of wealth and learning,
Who ca t at oncs Lis Lright renown aside,
These ouly we rds an‘o his fiiends returning ;
o Christ for iny wirdown thaukfully I own,
And go little ehiid \Lseok TIT throne,”

Then saw [ thi:: that wioiler guileless Child,
Or You:h . nius, won salvation,
Each selt-rencuncing came; on each Gud smil-
ed;
Each found the lova of Christ rich compen.
eation
For loss of friends, cartl’s pleasure and renown,
zeh entcred Heaven, nud # by Iis side sat
down.”

[FOR TR PROVINCIAL WESLEYAN.]

Revival Preaching.
No. vin.

Were an inguiry instituted as to the secret
of the power exercized by the life of the
Apostle of the Gentiles, would not the true
bs tound in the reply—the intensity
Goil? Tre same may be

Earne:t are always
~they move the moral world
it mo..ng, Faith alone can
arnestness as will beget ear-
nestnesz o0 the part ol oihers. If this be
trne, it reaaly fol'ows that it fuith be lost,
ihe mes-ener who has boen thrast forth by
God 10 announce 'h terms of the salvation
0 I, canuot  possibly succeed ; it
bas been zicady scen that he fails in effeet-
gz the end for which the gospel was insti-
tuted.  And in the a~curance of that fact,
“docs Le stitl usk, * Why am I not sucecesful
in the conversion of souls 7’ As reasonnbly
may ihe statesman euquire, «* Why do [ not
secure the abolition of slavery,” whilst jest-
ing at the idea of its abolition, and who can-
subjeet with patience  Is

resuit
of his faith 1u
sﬂ[d‘.’ri Luther.
heard at L=t
~they kecp
produca

men

£ Lo .
ol the gospe’,

nof speak o n
There wonder at the absence of his success,
when taliog perbapa the wmost effectual
means 10 And may it

prevent success ?

not be atfirwed (hat assuredly the messen-
trath will lose s faith in God,

ger ot the
and with it hi- u
be ineres
God? I
panied by
Him wio throst him torth. May it not be
affirmedruith that it mu:t become the
work /:]./:u life to retain such a faith. But
if there be “.i“ rpetual mn?uup"mliuu of his

+fulness, vuless that faith
n:tant communion with
there be faith

positica, its Nites,
—if the ey 1
| Laeh
son of his tuture 1o the coinmission
wark< his pust— it there bo a continual
pressinr upward to u higler, purer, spiritoal
atmosplig re—if new formations ot truth, the
arring baptisms of the Holy

the heavenly

result of 1¢
Spirit, aud the
in his mind—the assur-
ance of the presence of the Lord wbo sent
him forth wul be realized. e will cry
dond, » Ho, every vae that thirsteth, come
ye tu the wal rs”

Aud is it not necessary to ihe rctention
of such an assuraice diat he cultivate per-
gonal holiness ¥ Sliall not that messenger
who manif icatlics the spirit and re-
flects the Lord from whom he
received Liz commis-ion most readily awak-
en the alt ntint o the crowd who hunger for
the words of hite 7 ‘I'hey will perceive in him
that which inverts Christianity with a glory
and acharm—holiness to tha Lord. He most
ener et all others shall deelare that
gospel which puntics by faith, and which
bas been made iu:trimmenta! in his
purification.  Said the sainted Whitefield,
“A preacher of the pospel should be with-
out spot.”” A aroats
“Which of vou convine-th
An a te atlirms, © As e

Does 1t sot fottow, that in the

constantly forming

1
t

maze ot th

me ot sin "'—
wai 50 are we.”
absence of
herald of the Gospel
cnqury, * Which of ‘\.‘ u
Aad as the

success in revivails the
ques-
from Lis hps—us Le turns bis eyes
v ot that question should
m 1o the Yood,  Xotin a

tri-htdousness, but in a spirit ot
my sin, that I may

" From such

the ect

atomun

hdw

X i mnoecency.
hau‘., ;‘v‘.
holi-

@ived by fain shing wen. >ersonal

unaccoms-
‘arnce 0 the presence of

its  prominence
ceted every moment to
slows in the bori-
which

unceasing prayer of faith, be |

own |

v than Whitefie!d asks, |

go-pel food wiil assuredly be re- |

vival of pure religion. Many causes exist
to destroy such a faith. There is a dispo-
sition manifested at the present day to sub-
stitute ethics for the cross. Tbhere is a fear
expressed lest the exhibition of the cross in
its simplicity should repel and not attract.—
“ Jesus and the Resurrection,” *Jesus and
| the Cross,” were the themes ou which- Paul
delighted to dwell.  What did the fathers
| gain for the Redeemer’s kingdom who sub-
on ethics, for the rugged grandeur, the goul-
elevating doctrine of Jesus and the cross?
| What did the refined but deistical teachers

| of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
, accomplish by their poetry and morality, |

when placing the philosophy of the schools
|in the stead of the cross of Christ and its
, attendant doctrines ! They made England
( deistical.  ‘I'rue, occasionally a mighty
| mind, like Young’s or Milton’s would per-
| ceive the danger of such a course, and make
a convulsive cffort to throw off the incubus
"of false morality and pierce the dense atmo-

| sphere which surrounded them,!but the vast |

{ mass of spiritual death remained unmoved;

and whilst Young gazed on the glory of the
| stonement, the people of Engiand were
{ lulled to slumber by the rationalistic Paleys

and Priestleys, who preached everything

else but Jesus and the crose. We are led
to the pulpits of Germany — we bear lcctures
on science, war, politics, hut the woul yearns

|

in vain te eatch the words which ** are spirit |
{ Carinel and the Jordan, the whole country |

[ and are lite.” The car is strained in vain
1o hecar the declaration, “ Ye must be born
| again "—-"* born acain’ — not merely a

truths, but from the direct energy of the
Spirit of God, and personsl coniact with
Jesus Christ, the life-giviog word, the * life
of men.” Tlere is poetry, there is morality
in the Unitarian pulpits of New Eogland,
and yet there is spiritual death.
hear, hear not of Him who was with the
Father in the beginning, and who was made
flesh and dwelt with men. They hear of
the man Jesus, the modeil of human perfec-
tion, indeed the brightest, fairest being in
| the Universe beside God. But how far is
i this below His true character who declares,
{ [ am the flrst and the last, and beside me
| there is no Saviour.” Jesus must be preach-
i ed in his Divinity, if we would gee the re-
vival of undcfiled religion.

| Yet we are, perhaps, daily meeting with
| those who substitute the doctrines of the
| academy for those of the cros:. Such per-
{sons have iost faith in the message. In
| thought, fullows we one of this school ; wea-

| ried of the cross, he searches for some more |

| agreeable mode of exhibiting Divine things:
|it is possible that he has long preached the
cross with success, but now his coufidence
in it i3 weakened : he wouders at bLis tormer
blirdness : surprised at his want of pruetra-
l tion, he becomes ashamed of its simplicity :
he hesitates to tell the wretched prodigal,
« Believe on the Lord Jesas Christ and thou
| shalt be saved.” He grasps with avidity
| at the rationalistic shadows which float by—
| the realities of the gospel are discarded.
| He ceases to distinguish between that which
{ is natural and that which is drtificial. He
no longer presents Jesug as the God-man,

| whose life saves, whose death atouncs, who

| was the very Saviour, grappling on life’s
[ terrible arena with life’s terrible realities,
| whose lifc was a fact not a fictvon, whose
| existence was one prolonged encounter with
lactual foes, not imaginary shadows. He
refuses to present such a Saviour, lest the
s foolishness of the cross should become a
stumbling-block,” and he, instead, invents a

religion of sentiment not reality.  Lle mourns

|

| over a perishing world in atfecied sympathy.

i but ceases to point to Him by whom that
| world can be saved.” He wou!d weep. at ite
love, but shudder to declare, ** There is
therefore now no condemnation to therm
which are in Christ Jesus. The atonement
lis not to him the light which illumines the
 moral darkness of the earthi: it is not now
I the book in which is read the solution of the
problem of man’s being and destiny. True,
lit is still & suhject for sentimental display
| for atfected sympathy. But too plainly at
[ will be seen that such a messenger of the
gospel Las lost his faith in the messags.
| He bad before lost faith in God.
| can he substitute? How will he suve men?
| He has turned from the cross—he glorices
| no longer in its shame—he exults no lunger
lin the thought that the foolisbuess of God is
| wiser than the wisdom of men.
[the sacred volume. The eacrificial blood
{ which stains the pages of the Evangeiists
| he relies on no more. He will save men
| by demonstrations addressed to the inteilect,
by appeals to the sentiment. Ah! he will
fail, Till time be no more, the preachier
who woull succced must Bap-
tist's cry, * Beloid the Lamb of God."—
Without that effect of contemplation he can-
not be the agent of conversion. An addi-

FerieT e Hhe

"for 1he persons addressed. To this last case
"attention may hereafier be directed.
JRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNiNG.

\
E The Gospel Scheme.
| There are snme doctrines in the Gospel
the understanding could not discover; but
| when they are revealed it Lath a clear ap-
prehension of themn upon a rational account,
and sees the character of truth visibly stamp-
ed on their forehead ; as the doctrine ol sa-

stituted elegant orations, elaborate discourses |

charnige resulting from the reception of mere |

They who |

And what |

He closes |

tional reason accounting for the abzence of

usefulness may be found in the loss of jove |
[ 3 ‘
{naked and barren, and nwaken only one |

|

It is our wisdom to perceive the great mys-
(teries of the Gospel in their simplicity : for
in altempting to give an exact and curious
explanation of them, the understanding, as
in a hedge of thorns, the more it strives the
more i is wounded and entangled.  * God's
ways are above our ways, and his thoughts
above our thought:.,” To reject what we
cannot comprehend, is not only to sin against
fuith, but against rcason; which acknow-
ledges itselt finite, and unable to ** search
out the Almighty to peifeciion.”—Dr. W,
Bates on the Harmony of the Divine At-
tributes

Correspcndence of the Philadelplia Christian Observer

Letter from the Holy Land.

THE PLAIN OF THE JORDAN—A WASTE.
December 29, 1855.

Rev. Dr. CoNVERSE :(—Familiar as you

may be wiih the history of Palestine, an-

cient and modern, and carefully as you may

tory, all your pre-conceived opinions are
confounded and confuted the moment you
et your foot upon its coii. With the ex-
ceptions of the plain of Sharon, running
along the coast from the land of the Philie.
tires on the south, up tu the neighborheod
of Mount Carmel on the north, and from
the sea to the roots of the mountains of
Jid: a, and ti.e plain of E-draelon, between

lis mountainous, broken and rocky beyord
the conception of one whyg has not seen it.

f
| the Jordan from the Dcad Sea northward,
which is almost a perfect level from the
mountains of Moab on the east side of the
"plain, to the mountains of Jordan on the
| west. This vast plain, some six or eight
| miles wide on the west side of tke Jordan,

|

{and forty or fitty in length from north to
| south, is an utter waste, uncultivated, house-
| less and univhabited, though once exceed-
| ingly productive, and now capable of yield-
|ing more than its ancient barvests, by an
| easy method of irrigation. The vast plain
{of Sharon, on the contrary, is all cultivated
aud fertile, though it has Lecn cropped and
cropped from the days of Noah, witliout
| the least application of manure. The vir-

! tues of guano are exceeded by the virtues '

of this soil; for the first are exhausted in
[two or three years, while the latter secm
| undiminiched by the ages of the world's
histcry.

{ STERILITY OF THK 11ILLS AND MOUNTAINS.
Bt as to the rest, such hills, such moun-
| tains, such rocks, such roads, such serility,
| nakedness, desolation and poverty ! all com-
| ng upon me at once, and contrary to my
!early and cherished iancies, struck me with
"indescribable horror. 1 had seen rough,
{ barren, rocky and mountainous portions of
lour own country, from which one turned

| away in pity of those coudemned by indo- |
lence or necessity to live there ; but nothing |

with the unutterable rockiness,
| brokenncse, barenness and desolation of
| Palestine.  And yet there are signs of what
jonce it was, and might again be under a dii-
| ferent government and different inhabitants.
| Whercver earth and water can be brought
| together, anything can be produced in tie

| compares

wost astovishing luxurience; but these two |
articles—earth and water—the absence or!

insutficient quantity of which cannot be re-
alized 1 America, are great rarities here.—
'w There is a small lcntain wherever avillage
{is planted, barely sufficient, usually, to sup-
i ply the wants of the inkabitants and their

i flocks aud catile ; but no rivers and breoks, |

| except the winter torrents, which disappear
| entirely in summer. In crossing the whole
| country from Jutta to the Jordan, and bac k
| again, I did not see on the routes a quantity
| ol rubning water sutlicient to rinse the hu-
‘mun body, even the body of a child, and the
{only brook I encountered, shallow as it runs,
{and through which you could walk with
"shoes on without wetting your feet, came
{ gushing ont from the roots of the moun-
[ tains buck of Jericho, and near Elisha's
| fountain.
ling over the pebbles and rocks was sweeter
| than the music of the piano.

Then there 1s the want of forests.
| associate trees and grand old primaval
forests with bills and mountains, covering

crowning them with a ceriain majesty and

glory. The axe never touched them; the

never trod the leafy beds around their vener-
able trunks, and under the rayless gloom. I

them again—these wonderful handiworks ot
the otiatpotent Creator, and be whimost tempi-
red to turn Draid. But there are

| glories and sublimities here. There are
{ hills enough, and mountains high and grand
jenntgh: but no forests cling 10
lor ¢:own their peaks; they are treeless,

| profound sentiment—that of desolaticn. I

would, it I could be heard, entreat my coun- |

[ trymen pot to make their now glorious hills
{ and mountains such, by felling the trees to

supply fuel for railroads and factorics. 1|

could almost wi-h that both were swept
away rather than to be condemned with all
[ future generations to gaze forever upon such
| frightfiii and dreary desolation. ’

|
| SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

| As to the moral and religious condition of

L of faith in Go& through H's | tisfaction to Divine justice, that pardon | Palestine, it is shadowed out by its physical.

ger fuith in God: 1% will tend to

ficlds of contemplation, realize

and loveliness of truth, lay
human heart, and charm the stu-

“.Qm with the view of the wondrous adapta-
tion of (ha ro€pel to man's every condition.

might be dispensed to repenting sinners.
| For our natural conception of God includes
| bis infinite purity and justice ; und when tbe
{ design of the Gospel is made known, where-
by he hath provided abLundantly for the ho-
!nor of those attributes, so that he both the

It is one great valley of spiritual death over
‘ which the spirit of life never passes. Iv is
| covered thick and deep with dead men's

bones, but the breath ot life may enter them.

Still the different secis and tiibes are not

irreligious: the difficalty is that they all

a Rezard one who has thus lost faith in';"'l‘*“t‘SI good “’i‘.'“"“" encouraging the least | |ove religion, whether Moslems, Jews, or
30d. {4 besiiutes (o name the name of| evil, reason acquiesces, and acknowledges— | Ciiristians ; und, speaking soberly and de-

€388 1n «auch a manner as to

arrest atten- | This I sought, but could rot find. Now, al-| liberztely, | have otten thought the Moslems

tion,  Quce 1t was different.  Once he glo- | though the priu‘nury obligation to believe | h,ve truer ideas of God and the spirituality
ned in he God of truth—then even the | such doctrines ariseth from revelation, they | of worship, than both the others, who have

Opposition  ar
Countered |
hir

&t the con

message induced
I+ be not alarmed

:elating his

S0 what will nerve Lim for the
mora)
what wi ] st

slambering ene
. \ ) ergy
~—what wi! =

: n him in the conflicts with
the myate, :
HH&,.“,I. '
L‘LlS lost |

L "W Te 1nay
["LZ‘:C“Z: itscif ) “7 dwell cpon the fact

e of faith in the efficacy of the gos-
Pel will prevent general success in the re-

sl ia Godr

eombat—what will inlame his zeal— |

{ mind.
| The obedience of faith 1s {o embrace an
account of a Divine testimony.
will not assent to revelation until it under-
stands the manner how divine things, are, it
doth not obey it at all. Tle undersianding

\

such a belief is due to the authority of

[ject. To believe only in proportion to
our narrow conceptions, is to disparage the

Divine truth, and debase the Divine power.

It reason !

1 ® | i , .y id ! » "ee v - . -
| indifference which he en-|are embraced with more clearness by lh?!nothoughts of any service beyond genuflec-

‘nons, saying masses, chanung prayer in

languages which neither priests nor people |
A and yct how | obscure truth with a firm assent, upon the | understand, making processions at midnight

in the churches, burning candles and walft- |
ing incense around the churches, and in the |

faces of the spectators. Armenians, Copts,

Jucobites, Catiolics, Greeks, Nestorians and |
owera of the world which | then sincerely submits, when it is inclined | whatever other Christian name there may |
of lim 1t may be said, He by those motives which demonstrate that | be, are ail alike devoted to the most stupid

i and odicus formalism and mummery beyond

be lack of faith inthe!ihe Revealer, and to the quality of the ob- | which they have no ideas ot Christian duty,

!save the horrible scenc of the sham cruci-
fixion in the charch of the sepulchre, enact-
ed by the Latin Catholics with the Patriarch

Lave studied its geography and natural his- |

I shonld have excepted, atso, the plain of |

The scund of those waters gush- |
We |
their sides and waving upon their tops and |

sunlight never penetrated them, and human |
feet, na though deterred by a religious awe, |

shal! love them better than ever when I see |
no such |

their sides |

at their head, and the shams Holy Fire kind-
led by the Armeuian and Greek priests in
the tomb itself, the two sccts uniting in a
parteership in the pious fraud : I turned
trom these scenes in unutterable loathing and
horror.

The English Bishop of Jerusalem, Bishop
Guobat is an excellent man, thoroughly evan.
gelical, an edifying preacher, and deeply
imbued with the missionary spirit, having
himself been a picneer missionary in Aby-
sinia, which is now a part of his large dio-
cese, and for which be is trainiog up Aby-
sinian youth and sending them back as Bible
readers and teachers—cherishes a Christian |
sympathy with all good men of every name, |
and for none more than for the missionaries |
of the American Board with whom he is
ready to co-operate in every good work.— |
No one abhors Puseyizm and High Church
ism more tban he does, for which he gets
from them in return a full measure of the |

| same pressed down and running over. He |
has a fine church and small congregation in |
Jerusalem, a small organization at Bethle-
hem and Jaffa, at Nablous, and Nazareth, |
embracing in the whole, leaving out Jeru-
| salem, only abont 180 adult persons, and the
| schools, about 800 children. The Arab
mind seems a most uncongenial soil for di-
| vine truth, and no wlere is the Ge-pel so |
| powerless as around the manger and at the |
{ foot of the cross.
F CONDITION OF THE JEWS
) In respect to the Jews, they of all men |
| are the most hopeless of conversion, and if
tLey are converted, they wiil probally re-
lapse to Judaism, when they bave no mer-
cenary molives for professing to be Chris-
tians. It is the most bigotted part of them
| that return to the land of their fathers, and
when they have returned, they become ten
times more bigotted and superstitious than
before. Of one thing I am persuaded : those
who wish to Christianize the Jews, or im-
| prove their temporal condition, should begin
!wilh the thousands in our cjties, who are
less prejudiced, more open "o conviction, |
| more accessible, and less under the control |
{of the Rabbis. The Jews muct be convert-
‘ ed out of Judea, or nowhere. I de not dis-
| cuss proplhecy; I speak from observation
| and facts.
This leads me to remark upon an enter-
| prise started in your city, I believe, for es-
| tablishing an agricultural community for the |
benefit of the Jews. The Jews were to be
| employed as laborers, and tbus taught our |
| improved method of cultivating the soil.—
| Never was anything more foolish or ill-
! considered, or as might have been anticipai- 1
'ed, a morc utter failure. The Jews hold |
|farming in abhorrence, and prefer being |
{artisans of whatever kind. It is contrary
{to the laws of the Turkish empire fora|
| foreigner to hold real estate, and the heat |
'in summer is so intense, that ho American |
|can labor in the fields, I have secn the
two places where thege so-called agricultural |
communities were located, aud of which |
| such flaming accounts have appeared from :
time to time in American papers. I know |
| their history, and I kupw their present con- !
| dition. Never was grosser deception prac- |
ticed upon the benevolent ; never were large |
sums of money more completely thrown |
|away. As well might every dollar have |
been thrown into the depths of the sea.—
The strange being wio started this strange
! movement, is a female, recently died; and |
it is to be hoped, your good citizens will be |
humbugged no longer. |
The present war is certainly, whatever |
else may be the result, to the udvantage of
civilization and Christianity in this country. |
Had not Russia bLeen ressted and driven |
back, every American and Englisli mission-
ary would have been scnt bhuwne, every |
school have becn disbanded, and Egyptian |
darkness have settled down upon the East.
Prophecy and Providence assure us better
times are coming.

- e e

A Lord’s Idea of Methodism.

Lord Mahon, in his history of England,,
in the chapter of Methodism, sajs that a
« golemn accusation might have been brought
against Wesley for the presumption with |
which he sometimes ascribed immediate effi- |
cacy to his prayers.” He also says, among
other evils of his career erumerated, that |
“ yvery many persons have been tormented |
with dreadful agonies and pangs,” besides
| the great evil of the Church being weaken- |
ed by so large a separation. Whut must be !
tbe historian'a idea of religion, it we judue |
from these complaints? As to the first, |
what would that personal piety be worth,
which was not distinguished by a belicf in
ihe immediate efficacy of prayer?  Can!
there be such a thing as true prayer, with-
out something of that beliet? It the Lord |
Jesus bas taught his disciples to pray, be-
lieving that they shall reccive those things
for which they ask according to the will of
God, and has ever based the acceptableness
of their prayers on that belief, then the dis-
ciple who has not that belict is destitute of
an esseatial ingredientin the spirit of prayer.
Perhaps Lord Makon meant what the Duke
of Wellington was wont to cull fancy proy-
ers, that is extempore prayers, from the
heart, without the prayer book.  Probably
Lord Mahon, as a good Churchman, would
not have ascribed presumption to Wesley, if
he bad prayed only out of the prayer book ; |
would not have accused hhm of tanaticism |
for imagining an immediate cflicacy in those ;
prayers. It was only Ais praycrs, (Wes-|
[ ley's,)which it was presumpluous to suppose |
| were attended with immediate efficacy. A |
very solemn accusation indeed ! And then |
ae to the other great evil of “ very many
persons having been tormented with dread- |
ful agonies and pains,” under Wesley's |
preachings ; it was the very proof of imme- |
diate efficacy there ; the preaching was effi- |
cacious, at all events, to put sinners into |
trouble on account of their sins; and that |
being the case, we do not wonder that Wes-
ley should have sometimes believed that |
tbere was immediate efficacy in his prayers ;
especially consid: ring that very result, those ‘
| very agonies and pangs of an awakened |
conscience, were the precise effects for which

| he Lad prayed, and which he desired most |
| earnestly might be produced by the Holy%
Spirit in the heart. W'hm a singular con- }
| ception is that of a religion "established by |
the State! A religion simply and solely of |
| prescribed forms and prayers, with a decent |
| morality attached to them, togetber with a
security against all enthusiasm ! A conser-
vative religion, protecting the community

l
l from being tormented with dreadful agonies languishes. The mountains quake at him, | for himself.”— Literary Jour.

| Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of
{and they themselves cast out!

dren of the kingdom were then, as now, tie |
believers in sacramentsl salvation, and the |

[lime in declaring tle

|and pangs by the assurance ot be ng persca-

ully stereotyped into heaven! How inesti-
wzble the favour ot a scund reiigious cur
rency established by law, ns genuine and 1n-
fallible as thie notes of the Bunk of Engiund
—an expericnee superseribed and minted
as the Church and Cmsar's regular coin, the
possessors of which ehall defy all pangs wnd
ugonies ; passing into the kingdom, like the
Irou Duke, by virtue of the praver book
under his arm. The holders ot such a coin
look down with pity and contempt on an ¢x-
perience like that ot Bunyan, for example,
as being, in Southey’s words, * the fever of
& burning enthusinsm, from which *our
church” happily exempts and defends her
dear children “ Verlly many persons
have been tormrented with dreadful agonies
and pangs, by this most unchurchman like
and undignified system of personal-experi-
ence of reiigion, introduced by Jokin Wes-
ley. Dreadful agonies and pangs, under
this system of personal conviction of being
a loat sincer, which might bave been avoud-

}ed by trusting in the sacraments and prayer

book of the Established Church! Now what
a frightful delusion is this! What muli-
tudes of immortal beings, a~ capable of rea-
soning in regard to their eternal destiny as
Lord Mahon, and with the Bible betore
them, are at this very day in England stuk-
ing their all for eternity on the assurance
that they are safe from perdition by the sa-
craments of the Estabiished Church.
multitudes in this country slzo are blindly
relying on the same sacramental efficicney of
Episcopal ordinances, being taucht from
childhood that the seal of * our
from bapti:m to confirmation and the Eu-
charist, is the seal of regeneration unto eal-
vation! Of all delusions under the light of

| the Gospel, that of being saved by the
Church i3 in some respects the most dread- |
ful. With reference to just such a delusion, |
prevailing in the Jewirh Church, our bless- |

| ed Lord told the Jews and his disciples that |

“the cliuldren of the kingdom should be cast

ir'» outer darkness, where there would be |

v ceping and gnashing of teeth.”  He told
them that many should come from the East
and West and Xorth and South, und sitdown
in the Kingdom of heaven, who never o
much as heard of *“ our Church,” nor trusted

i in it; and that there would indeed be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth, when they, the |

Jews, who trusted in their church-member-
ship for salvation, should see Abraham and
heaven,

The chil

despisers of methodism.—N. Y. Kvangelist

From the Soutlern Christiun Advecat

The Sacred Scriptures.

The Sacred Scripturcs abound with strik-
ing and beautifal passages, admirably ad-
apted to enrich composition.
that an attentive perusal of them will not
only improve and expand the heart, bust
highly enlighten the under.tanding of every

reader who wi-hes to cxcel, either in poetry,

painting, or elequence.

Therc is a most beautiful climax
ton's description, where Adum resolves (o
live or perish with Eve.
the close of a period.

“ 0! fairest of creation, las! aud hest
Of all God’s worke, creature in whom cxcell'd
Whatever can to sight or thought be form’d—
Hoiy, divine, good, aumiable, or sweet !
How .. (hon wust ! how ov uaden los!

L] - - L - .

And me with thee hath ruined ; for with thoe
Certain my resolution s 10 die

How o.u I llve without thoe, how foregn

Thy sweet converse, and love 80 dearly Jolu'd
To !lve again iu these wild wo ds to1lorn
showld God creste unothor Eve,and
Another rib afford, yet loss of thes,

Would vever fiom my heart ;—no, no' 1 foel
The link of natuce draw e, flish of flesh
Bone cof my bone thou art, sud from thy  tat
Mine never shali be parted —31188 oR Wor '

Now let us read in the Sacrcd Wrntings
Ruth’s attachment to Nacmi, aud it seems
not improbable that Milton weis sasisted in

his description by the beautitul copy beiore ! : b | ; <
| I ¥ Py | & quicker discernment of its meaning ; these | where, in the coffee-houses, in thc purlicus

us.  ** And Ruth <aid, Entreat moe not to
leave thee, or to retarn from following after
thee ; for whither thou goest I will go; and
where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy peopl
shall be my people, and thy God my God.
Whiere thou diest, will [ die; and there will
I be buried; the Lord do soto
more also, if aught but death part me and
thee.”

What can be more appropriate s«nd sul-
attributes ot the Al-
mighty, the Creator of the Uuiverse, than
the words ot Moses : “ Give ear, O ye hea-
vens, and | will speak ; and hear, O carth
the words of my mouth.” Or those of
Isaiah : *“ Hear O heavens, and give car O
earth ; for the Lord hath spoken.”

David, in the Book of I’<alms,
scribes the omnipotence of God: * By ke
word of the Lord were the lLcavens made,
and al!l the ho<t of them by the breath of
He gaihierct!i 1}

layeth opt

me, and

thu. de-

his mouth.
sea us an heap; he

tstorehouses, Lot all the carth

Lord. Let all the inhabitants of
stand in awe of hin; for he spq
was done ; he commundd and 1t sy
Muscon, an eminent British poet, aficr this
model has written his magniticent concep!
of the power of the Almighty.
7
e o e » My sou!confides
In that all hesling, and all forming power
W Lo ou the rualant day when Yuie was Loru
Cast his broad «ye upon the wid of ocesn
And caimd it with a glan. e: then plunging Cee;
iy mighty arm, pluck’d fiom its dark demnain
This throne of freedom  lifted it to light,
Gttt with silver clitls, sud call d it Britain.

The prophet Habakkuk thus describes
the awful majesty of God:

“ God came froin Teman, and the Holy
One from Mount Paran. Mis glory cover-
ed the heaveus, and the eartn was full of
his praise ; and his brightness was as thr
light. He stood and measured the eartis ;
the mountains saw him and they trembled:
the overflowing of the water passed by ; the
deep uttered his voice, and lifted up lus
hands on lugh.”

A part of this solemn de:cription
been beautifully amphfied by Milton

s’ o L L/ . In his hap !

Ho wek the golden compassus prejared

In God's eterpal store, 10 circumscribe

This Univer:e, aud all crested things;

One foot he centred. and the othert ed

Kound through the va-t jrofundity otscure

Aud said, tbus far extend, thus tar thy bound.
This be thy just circumfererce, O world

Nahum the proplet thus descri the
power of the Lord:

«“The Lord is great in power; lie hath
his way in the whirlwind and in the storm ;
and the clouds are the dust of his feet. He
rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and
drieth up the rivers. Bashan languishes,
and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon

ol fust)’

eplinn
'

What |

Chureh,” |

| Scripture in a single day, than in years be-

We doubt not |

in Mil-|

It i> produced at |
| statutes.” W hat teaching, what training of

. the pressure of grief!

[to derive no

| chastisement.
most thorough dizcipline, and has, moreover, | speak on these srhjects.”

and the bilis melt, and the earth is burned
at Lis presence; vea, the world and al b at
dwell therein.  Wha can stand before his
indignanon, and wlo ab'le the fierce-
ness of his anger?”

The caretul reader will easily perceive thui
wre aud Ad-

this sublime passage

two illustrious writers, Shaksj
disou, are 1ndebted to
tor ~ome of their moet celebrared lines.

Obadiah impressively illustiates the pow-
cr of the Deity: + The pride ot thine heart
hath deceived thee, thoa that dwellest in the
cletis of the rock, whose habitation is bigh;
thai saith in his bheart, Who shall bring me
down to the ground ¢ Though thou ¢xalt
thyself as tbe eagle, and though thou set
thy nest among the stars, thence will 1 bring
thee down, saith the Lord.”

Does not Dr. Johnson evidently imitate
this paszage in Lis Irene ?—* Should the
tierce Ncrth open his frozein wings, bear
him above the wondering clouds, and seat
Lim in the Pleiad’'s polden churiot, thencé
shall my fury drag him down to tortures."”

In the ancient classics we find passazes
descriptive of the descent of Iris and Mer-
cury trom heaven on messages of the celes. |
tial deities.  They are often beautiful, but
none of them can be placed in competition
with this in the Book of Psalms:

¢ [le bowed the hLeavens also

down, und darkness was under his feet. And | will recollect the

and came |

(Corres; sudence of the CLristian Adpocate and Joormal

Letters from Italy.

Rel'sicus Conditicn of Ital g Ferdinand
Moral Dis=o.uteness of the ¢ o3 -
Marwlatry - The Virgia in Dinking S)
cstion of 8t Japuarins's Biood—3t
Abeence of Evangelical Light

Mg. Epitor,—1I have thus far confined
myselt, in this correspondence, 10 the relizi-

ood—

Cte Leaa's

gwovs condition of the large central domin-
ions of Europe. I come now to say some-
thing of ltaly. I have bad good opportu-
nitics of Accertaining its moral aspects, from
Sicily to the Sardinmn kingdom, having
spent at least three monthe”in this most de-
graded portion ot Europe.

Any moral survey of ltaly would natu-
rally divide iteelf into three sectionis: the
South, or the kingdom of the Two Sicilies;
the States of the Roman Chureb; and the
North, inciuding Tuscany, Sardinia, &e.

1 entered the King of Naples' dominions
at tha south, by Sicily, and had swvthcient
opportunity of judging of its ceneral condi-
tion trom that 1eland to the boundary of the
pope s territory. I express but the common
opinion of travellers, especially of American
travellers, that a more wretchedly governed
land cannot be imagined ; the garden of tho
world, it 18 the very vicinage of perdition,
vot only to the oppressed people, bus to the
oppresse¢ and tormented traveller.  You
sensation produced in

lie rode upon a chariot and did fly ; yea, be | Englund, some months ago, by a letter of

did fly upon the wings of the wind.” |
What imagery in any humau preduction prisoners, in Naples.

Mr. Giadstone on the treatment of political
It disclosed a stato

can compare with that passage in the Reve- | of things, under the Government of King

lation, where the Almighty extends his
mercy and compassion to the righteous, who
had suffered tribulations?

* And God shall wipe eway all tears from
their eyes.”

‘This torm of expression is often used by

of the paseage signifies the highest possible
state of never-ending joy and felicity.

We meet many passages in political writ-
ers which greatly affect our passions, and al
times, produce extraordinary emotions by |
' new and unexpected association of images.
This exciteizent, however, foon subsides,
becausze the incidents related are founded
on tiction, but those in the sacred volume,
being  established uvpon the f(irm basis ot
truth, leave deep, lasting and precious im-
pres:ions on the mind. G: P. D.

The Ciove, Feb. 1850.

Affiiction—What it Teaches.

How fast we learn in a day of sorrow!
It is as if affl:ction awoke our powers, and
lent them new guickness of perception.—
We uadvance more in the knowledge of

we learn “songs in the night,” though
! such music was unknown before. A deeper
cxperience has tuken us down into the
depths of Scripture, and shown us its hid-
den wonders. Luther used to say, “ Were
|'it not for tribulation, I should not under-
stand Seripture.”  And every sorrowing
saint responds to this, as havipg felt it; as
did David, when hLe said, *“ Blessed is the
man whom Thou chasteneth, and teachest
out of Thy law: it i3 good for me that |
have been afHicted, that I might learn Thy

fore ;

the mind gO0es on upou a sick b(“ly or under
And, O, what great
and wondrouz things wiil even some little
trial whisper in the ear of a soul that is

“learning of the Father!”
In some cases this profit 13 a'most unfelt,
at least durig (he continuance of the pro- |
cess.
ing. Sorrow overwhelms us.
stun3 us
agitatcd, or, perhaps, insensible.
benefit.
hegin to fecl the blessed results.

|of judgment, patience in listening to the | but you must excuse me.

Ferdinand, (King * Bomba,” as he is fami-
linrly known to” American newspaper read-
ers,) which made the blood ot Kurope. cur-
dle.  This imbeciler and abominable old
Bourbou has been compelled, by tae fear of
English and Frencli intervention, to change

thie iuspired writers, and implies more than somewhat Lis policy ; but its popular ame-
is declarcd, hence and beautitul simplicity | liorations amount to about nothing.

It seems
dissoluteness is inherent in the
Neapolitan government Neapolitan
society. The annals of no state present more
deploruble ¢examples of royal morals; the
men on the throne have been excelled, if pos-
sible, ouly by the women wlo Lave ascend-
ed it, in crucliy and licentiousness; and a
modern Suetoniue might find in the Néapo-
litan annals royal enormities comparable to
those which muke unreadable the pages of
the ancient historian of the Casars. The
present king is abhorred by his subjects.—
ile expends his revenues in foriifymng l.is
coasts against any possible invasion frumn
England or France ; as if all the fortifica-
tions be could contrive for hi: petty tefM-
tory could avail against such strength.—
His people, occupying the richest soil in
Europe, are impoverished to the last de-
gree ; and his capital, attractive to foreign-
ers by its scenery and its collections of art,
is cursed and deserted, with detestation, by
every one who, having, half scen its attrac-
tions, can make his escape from it.

I am fully aware of the emphasis of theso
remarks; but 1 am equally aware ‘that all
our own countrymen, who may have been
here within a year, and who may seo these
lines, will say that they do not express a
tithe of the truth.

Naples is filled with government epies;
the people, demoralized as they are, would
hurl their old Bourbon tyrant into the sea
without delay, if they could possibly get an
opportunity to rise; but theyare watched
everywhere, and a suspicion is enough evi-
dence of guilt to consign them to a dungeon.
The prisons are filled with victims, and, on
matters relating to the priesthood or the
government, citizens hardly dare speak in
In a conversation with some

that moral

and

whispers.

We think that we are fearning noth- | French gentlemen at my hotel table, on
4 J ! ’

Disaster | local maitters, connected with the govern-
ks " | ' 5.0
We become confused, nervous,| ment, an appea!l was made to our landlord.
We seem | He whispered back, in a foreign tengue,
(et, ere longz, we |* Gentlemen, you are Frenchmen and Ame-
Yet, 1 v Gentl 2 F 1 nd A
Maturity | ricaus, and can converse with some  safet

J Y

We know not

voice of God, a keener appetite for his word, | when we are safc; there are spies every

are soon realized as the gracious results of
The mind has undergone a |

of the theatres, at the corners of the streets,
in the passages of the hotels.  We must not
I found, on ‘ur-

made wondrous progress in the knowledge | ther oh\nrvmi(.nflhm our “host” was not a

Holy Ghost.— Bonar.

| and priests.

Necessity of the Sabbath,
Dr. Farr, one of the first physicians in | costume—the
Ecgland or in any other country, pledged, | black, single-breasted coat—small clothes,

before a committee of the House of

Com- t

mons, his professional charaster to the decla- |

ration that the most extenaive researches he
had heen able to make into physical nature
had brought him to the conviction that the
Sabbath law is sta:nped no less imperishably |
in the Deealogue, than f
tivn of man and beast; and that though, of
cour-e, no mere physical investigation could |

1t is on the constitu-

determine the precise amount, or the parti- }
[

enlar times and seasons, much less the day,
ot sn<pension, there was wrought into Vl}-;!
fabrie and framework of organized life a ne-
cossity for periodical snspension even of
healthful toil ; and that the suspension actu- |
ally ordained by the Sabbath law, or its |
equivolent, could never, in the long run, be
violated without present retribation.  Ihave
heard a confirmation of this testimony, which
is not a little curious. A postmasler wus
known to have long made it & standing rule, !
that no horse should leave his stable for
work on the Sahbath., Some auti Sumla_‘
transitarians, delight-d with the report of |
this man's constant peactice, were desirous
of his evidence, as a conscientious observer
of the Sabbath. Great, however, was their
surprise, when they found out that the post-
master repudiated all religious feelings on

| less, selfish, but astate.

the eubject, und gave as iz simple reason, |

that he had tound it essential to his cattle
that they should have one day’s rest in
ceven, and that he knew his awn interest too
well to It them be cheated out of it

Strong as the above areument is in favor !

of the day of weekly rest, atill stronger are
found in the Bible, both inthe Old and the
New Testament,

— e

Noxe Liveta ror HiaseLr.— God has
written on the flowers that sweeten the air
—on the breeze that rocks tbe upon
the stem—upon the rain-drop that refreshes
the spriz of that head in
lvep chambe re—upcn

't ceps in the ca-

towery
moss lifis his
5 Y= . o
tLe desert—upon its
ecery pencil

verns of the deep, no less than
wighty sun which warme and cicd
| of creatures which live in its light—upon &
' his works he has written. ¢ None liveth

upon the

’~mr‘:"]y ever out

| of Divine truth, lhrn;x'_jh the teaching of the | whit too cautious.

Naples is thronged with beggars, soldiers,
The latter are the finest-look-
ing gentlemen to be seen there.  They ap-
pear well fed, and round and rosy.  Their
three cornered hat — long,

with gold buckles—black gilk stockings and
buckled shoes—very like the Erglish cos-
tume of the last century—gives them an air
of extreme ncatness, if not elegance. They
look, also, irtelligent. They are mostly
from good families, many of them being the
younger sons of nobhle hou-cs.  Elucated, at
first, in the best cociety, and then in richly-
endowed | colleges for their pru'ws\i(m, and
ranking next in the sfate to tho governing
classes—rnich in afid iofluences,
and leisure -they know both how to value
and how to proteet their pecnliar powers
and prerogatives. I have learned to hope
lees tor Italy since [ have learned more
fully the character of its priesthood—bheart-
God help the poor,
have
to ~truggle agaiogt such a government, while
it i3 abetted by such a pricsthood.

Te300rCe s,

untutored, spirit-br sken people, who

In-the correspondence I am now having
with Zion's Herald, 1 detail some of 2he en-
ormous religions impostures which are prac-
tized in the churches at Rome. They are
as abundant in Naples also. . The modern
mythology—Ifor such it really is—s practi-
cally evil und only evil. It is eszentinl and
u&:i"rr\,.l ui:dry. s )[qr[,’a“r]/ z }~!(.~ rife
here as ever idol-worship was in classic Ialy.
The Virgin, in wocd, stucco, marble, is not
only everywhere in the churches, but at the
corners of the streets, and in niches on tho
fronts of prominent buildings. You are
of siaht of one; and at
night Jampa are lighted beneath these statues
all over ihe city—not as part of the city
lighting but ;_”‘,rr:ufdtJ to it, as an aid to
4 - i f1he people.

‘t"b" idulatrous devolion O

! that images of the

One extrordinary feat is obeervable, viz,,
: » Virgin are suspended over
(Le counters of almost every questionable
sgrt of business shops.  Naples 1 ke Rome,
abounds in lottery-offices, tobacco shops,
Irinking-Liouses, &ec. I deliberately assert
tiat I doubt whether you can find one such
nlace, in cither of I'I‘F:L‘ cities, which has not
an imaze of the Virgin over the counter or

s willions | bar, with a lamp or taper Lurning beneath it

11 | bdth da¥ and night. Other shops often have

therg, but these wretched boles are mever
withput them-
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