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Christians by the River of 
Death.
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viral of pure religion. Many causes exist 
to destroy such a faith. There is a dispo- 

I sition manifested at the present day to sub- 
Tber# came a little chil.l with sunny hair, | stitutc ethics for the cron. There is a fear 

All fearless to the brink of Death’s dark river expressed lest the exhibition of the cross in 
And with a sweet confiding in the care its simplicity should repel and not attract.—

Of Him who is of hie the Joy and Giver , “ Jesus and the Resurrection," “Jesus and
And as Upon the waves she l it our sight, [ the Cross," were the themes on which-Paul 
We heard her say—- My saviour makes them delighted to dwell. What did the fathers 

bright.” ] gain for the Redeemer’s kingdom who sub-
' eiituled elegant orations, elaborate discourses 

Nest cau-.e a Youth, w.in bearing mosi seieiie, ou ethics, for the rugged grandeur, the eoul- 
Nor turned a tingle backward look of sal- 1 elevating doctrine of Jesus and the cro*s? 

nes< ; j What did the refined but deistical teachers
But as he lot each gay and flowery scene, ' | of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries

Smiling, declared-1’Mv soul isthrilled with i accomplish by their poetry and morality,
gladness, j when placing the philosophy of the schools

VVbat earth deemed bright, torever 1 resign, i in ihe stead of tlie cross of Christ and its 
Joyfully but this to knew, tbit Christ is mine !” | attendant doctrines ? They made England

I deistical. True, occasionally a mighty 
An aged Mourner, trembling, tottered by I wind, like Young’s or Milton’s would per- 

And paused a moment by the swelling river; j ceive the danger of such a course, and make 
Then glided on bema'h the shadows- skv, j a convulsive eflort to throw off the incubus

It is our wisdom to perceive the great mys- at their head, and the sham Holy Fire kind- 
I teries of the Gospel in their simplicity ; for led by the Armenian and Greek priests in 

in attempting to give an exact and curious the tomb itself, the two sects uniting in a 
explanation of them, the understanding, as partnership in the pious fraud : I turned 
in a hedge of thorns, the more it strives the from these Scenes in unutterable loathing and 
mure it is wound, d and entangled. “God's horror.
ways are above our ways, and his thoughts The English Bishop of Jerusalem, Bi-hop 
above our thoughts." To reject what we Gobat is an excellent man, thoroughly evan- 

! cannot comprehend, is not only to sin against gelical, an edifying preacher, and deeply 
, faith, but against reason ; whic h acknow- imbued with the missionary spirii, having 
i ledges itself finite, and unable to “ aeaj-ch himself been a pioneer missionary in Aby- 

oiit the Almighty to peifection."—Dr.'W. sinia, which is now a part of his large dio- 
Dates oh the Harmony of the Divine At- cese, and for which he is training up Aby-

j and pangs by the assurance of being perses- and the lulls melt, and the earth is burned 
nlly stereotype d into heaven ! How inesti- at bis presence ; yea, the wotld and afhtjat
triable the favour of a sound religious cur 
reney established by law, as genuine and in
fallible as the noies of the Bank of England 
—an experience superscribed and mint. J, 
as the Church and Caisar’s regular coin, I lie 
possessors of which shall defy all pangs and 
agonies : passing into fhe kingdom, like the 
iron Duke, by virtue of the prayer bonk 
under his arm. The holders of such a coin

dwell iberein. Who can stand beforeFtri 
indignation, and who cun abate the fierce
ness of his anaer?"

The cardui reader will easily perceive that 
two illustrious writers, Shakspcare and Ad
dison, are indebted to this sublime passage 
lor pome of their most cclebra'td lines.

Ofiadiah imprersixely illustrates the pow
er of the Deity: •• The pride vf thine heart

Corrw; scarce» of 11» Ctrattan .agorote »ai J cores l_
Letters from Italy.

CeVg'.vu» u\edition of Ir*Iv — Km* FwUlnend —
Moral PiMOiutene*» vf the Cvun’rv—hp»e* » riw^t» — 
Marscletry The Virgin in Di Hiking Shop?—iSieultif*- 
eatf’.*not*St Jsçuerhi?'» Hlood—St SietLea1i BlvvU— 
Absence oi Evangelical Light.

Mr. EniTon,—I have thus far confined 
myself, in this correspondence, tp the religi- 
giutis condition of the largo central domin
ions of Europe. 1 come now to say some
thing o! Italy. I have had good opportu-

tributes

Singing—«- Christ Jesus is n,y strength for
ever ;

Upon his arm my feeble soul I lean,—
My glance meets His without a cloud between."

And scarce her last triumphant note had dies!, 
Ereha*tcn«d on a Man of wealth and learning, 

Who ca t at once his blight renown aside, 
These only words on’o his f.lends returning; 

u Christ for my wisdom thankfully I own.
And t^a little chiKi\yeck,®T'tkrone."

Then saw f tl.li: ’hat wh-iLer guilder” Child, 
Or -y.iv.h nr A rp, or (i nius, won salvation, 

Each self-renouncing came; on each God smil
ed;

Each found the love of Christ rich compen-
M'ion"

For loss of friends, earth’s pleasure and renown, 
Each entered Heaven, and “ by Ills side sat 

■ down."

[run Tn* pnovixciAL weslivx».)

Revival Preaching.
No. vu.

Were an inquiry instituted as to the secret 
of the power exercised liy the life of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, would not the true 
result be lound in ilio reply—the intensity 
of his failli in Gail? T e same may be 
said of Luther. Earnest men are always 
heard at la-t—they move the moral world 
—they keep it mov.ng, Faith alone can 
p-oduca ich earni 'ness as will beget ear
nestness om tin* pait of oihers. If this be 
true, it rcu niy fol'icvs thut if faith lie lost, 
llie mes enger win lias Ikcii thrust forlh by 
God !o announce !iv terms of the salvation 
of the spe1, cannot possibly succeed ; it 
has been a.ivady seen that he fails in effect
ing tin end for which tlie gospel was insti
tuted. And in the u-: uiance of that fact,

"docs he still ask, “ Why am I not succesful 
in the conversion of souls ?" As reasonably 
may ihe statesman, enquire, “ Why do I not 
secure the abolition of slavery,” whilst jest
ing at Ihe idea of its abolition, and who can
not rpeak of tn snbj-ct with patience is 

"there wonder at the absence ol his success, 
when taking perhaps the most effectual 
means to prevent success ? And may it 
not be affirmed that assuredly the messen
ger of the. truth will lose his faith in God, 
and with it hi- usefulness, unless that faith 
be increased by constant communion with 
God? X r can there be faith unaccom- j àctuàï'f^es'f'not''ima'ginary shadow,'." He

" I»™'* »»>•.'■ >« ° *h« Presence ,of refuses to present such a Saviour, lest the
Him w no thru t him lorth. May it not be j „ foolishneFj cf tlie cr„«, should become a
affirme.1'tui ’.her, that n mu t become ■ «umbling-block.** and he, instead, invents a 
work of ht» life to retain such a faith. But ; rejigi„llv,’,t,ntiulellt not reality, tie mourns 
if there be a perpetual contemplation ot In- . om a perishing w<>r],] ju affecicd sympathy, 
pont’.oo, it» n-pon-ib.biies, its prominence. bu( cea8eg |0 |MJ|n, Him by whom that

of false morality and pierce the dense atmo
sphere which surrounded them,'but the vast 
mass of spiritual death remained unmoved ; 
and whilst Young gazed on the glory of the 
vtonement, the people of England were 
lulled to slumber hy the rationalistic Paleys 
and Priestleys, who preached everything 
else but Jesus and the cross. We are led 
to the pulpits of Germany— we hear lectures 
on science, war, politics, but the* sou! yearns 
in vain to catch the woids which “ are spirit 
and are life.” The ear is strained in vain 
to hear the declaration, “ Yo mu-t be born
again"----"born again’"—net merely a
change resulting from the reception of mere 
truths, but from the direct energy of tlie 
Spirit of God, and persons! contact with 
Jesus Christ, the life-giving word, the “ life 
of men." There is poetry, there is morality 
in the Unitarian pulpits of New England, 
and yet there is spiritual death. They who 
hear, hear not of Him who was with the 
Father in ihe beginning, and who was made 
flesh and dwelt with men. They hear of 
the man Jesus, the modei of human perfec
tion, indeed the brightest, fairest being in 
the Universe beside God. But how far is 
this below His true character who declares, 
*• I am the first and the last, and beside, me 
there is no Saviour." Jesus must be preach
ed in his Divinity, if we would see the re
vival of undefiled religion.

Yet we are, perhaps, daily meeting with 
those who substitute the doctrines of the 
academy for those of the cros;. Such per
sons have iust faith in the message. In 
thought, follow we one of this school ; wea
ried of the cross, he searches for some more 
agreeable mode of exhibiting Divine things; 
it is possible that he has long preached the 
cross with success, but now his confidence 
in it is weakened : he wonders at his former 
blindness : surprised at his want of penetra
tion, he becomes ashamed of its simplicity : 
he hesitates to tell the wretched prodigal, 
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shall be saved." He grasps with avidity 
at the rationalistic shadows which float hy—

I the realities of the gospel are discarded, 
j He ceases to distinguish between that which 
j is natural and that which is artificial. He 
I no longer presents Jesus as the God-roan, 
l whose li/e saves, whose death atones, who 
was the very Saviour, grappling oil life’s 

| terrible arena with life’s terrible realities, 
whoso life was a fact hot a fiction, whose 

| existence was one prolonged encounter with

CorrMpccdence Of lbs Philadelphia Christian Observer

Letter from the Holy Land.
THE PLAIN OK TUL JORDAN—A WASTE.

December 29, 1855.
Rev. Dr. Converse: Familiar as you j (rom them in return a full measure of ihe 

may be with the history of Palestine, an- game pressed down and running over. He 
I cient and^ mpdern, arid carefully as you^may j has a yne church and small congregation in

Jerusalem, a small organization at Bethle-

sinian youth and sending them buck us Bible 
readers and teachers—cherishes a Christian 

j sympathy with all good men ol every name, 
’ and for none more than for the missionaries 
of the American Board with whom he is 
ready to co-operate in every good work.— 
No one abhors Puseyism and High Church 
ism more than be does, lor which he gets

j Lave studied its geography and natural his
tory, all your pre-conceived opinions are 

* confounded and confuted the moment you 
i set your foot upon its soil. AViih the ex- 
, copiions of the plain of Sharon, running 
along the coast from the land of the Philis- 

! tines on the south, up to the neighborhood 
I of Mount Carruel on the north, and from 
tlie sea to the roots of the mountains of 
Jud. a, and the plain of Esdraelon, between 
Carmel and ihe Jordan, the whole country 
Is mountainous, broken and rocky btyor.d 
il.e conception ot one whelms not seen it. 
1 should bate excepted, also, the plain oi 
tlie Jordan from ihe Dead Sea northward, 
which is almost a perfect level from the 
mountains of Moab on the cast side of the 
plain, to the mountains of Jordan on the 
west. This vast plain, some six or eight 
miles wide on ihe west side of the Jordan, 
and forty or fifty in length from north to 
south, is an niter waste, uncultivated, house
less and uninhabited, though once exceed
ingly productive, and now capable of yield
ing more than its ancient harvests, by an 
easy method of irrigation. Tlie vast plain 
of Sharon, on the contrary, is all cultivated 
and fertile, though it has been cropped and 
cropped from the days of Noah, without 
the least application of manure. The vir
tues of guano are exceeded by the virtues 
of this soil; for the first are exhausted in 
two or three years, while the latter sei-m 
undiminitbed by the ages of the world’s 
history.
STERILITY OF TUK 11ILLS AND MOUNTAINS. 

B it as to the rest, such hills, such moun

hem and Jaffa, at Nablous, and Nazareth, 
embracing in the whole, leaving out Jeru
salem, only about 180 adult persons, and tlie 
schools, about 800 children. The Arab 
mind seems a most uncongenial soil for di
vine truth, and no where is tlie Go-pel so 
powerless as around the manger and at the 
foot of the cross.

CONDITION OK THE JEWS

In respect to the Jews, they of all men 
are the most hopeless of conversion, and if 
they are convened, they will probably re
lapse to Judaism, when they hare no mer
cenary molives for professing to be Chris
tians. It is the most bigotted part of them 
that return to the land of their fathers, and 
when they have returned, they become ten 
times more bigotted and superstitious than 
before. Of one thing I am persuaded : those 
who wish to Christianize the Jews, or im
prove their temporal condition, should begin 
with the thousands in our ofties, who are 
less prejudiced, more open No conviction, 
more accessible, and less under the control 
of the Rabbis. The Jews murt be convert
ed out of Judea, or nowhere. I do not dis
cuss prophecy ; I speak from observation 
and facts.

This leads me to remark upon an enter
prise started in your city, I believe, for es
tablishing an agricultural community tortile 
benefit of the Jews. The Jews were to he 
employed as laborers, and thus taught our 
improved method of cultivating the soil.— 
Never was anything more foolish or ill- 
considered, or as might have been nntieipat-

tains, such rocks, such roads, such Sierility, i ed, a more utter lailure. The Jews hold
nakedness, desolation and poverty ! all com 
ing upon me at once, and contrary to my 
early and cherished fancies, struck me with 
indescribable horror. I had seen rough, 
barren, rock y and mountainous portions of 
our own country, from which one turned 
away in pity of those condemned by indo
lence or necessity to live there ; but nothing 
compares with the unutterable rockiness,

look down with pity and contempt on an tx- hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the nities of ascertaining iis moral aspects, from 
perience like that of Bunyan, lor example, clefts ofAbe rock, whose habitation is high; Sicilv to the Sardinian kingdom, having 
as being, in Southey’s words, “ the lever of lhai saith in his heart. Who shall bring me , spent at least three rooulhv'Tn this most de-
a burning enthusiasm, Irotn which “ our down to the ground: Though thou exalt graded portion of Europe,
church" happily exempts and defends her thyself as the eagle, and though thou set | Any moral survey of Italy would nntu- 
dear children. “Verily many persons ! rhy nest among the stars, thence will 1 bring j rally divide itself into three sections: tho 
have been tormented with dreadful agonies ; thee down, saiih ihe Lord." 1 South; or the kingdom of the Two Sicilies;
and pangs, liy this most imchurchman like Does not Dr. Johnson evidently imitât. , ihe Slates of the Roman Church; and the 
and undignified system of personal exptri- this passage in Lis Irene?—“ Should the , North, including Tuscany, Sardinia, Jce. 
ence of religion, introduced bv John Wes- tierce North opi n his frozen wings, bear I entered the King ol Naples’dominions 
ley. Dreadful agonies and pangs, under him above the wondering clouds, and seat at the south, by Sicily, and had sufficient
this system of personal conviction of being him in the Pleiad's golden chariot, thence i opportunity of judging of its general; condi-
a lost sinner, which might have been avoid- shall my fury drag him down to tortures." 
ed by trusting in the sacraments and prayer In the ancient classics we find passages 
book of the Established Church ! Now what | descriptive of the descent of Iris and Mer-
a frightful delusion is this! What multi- | enry Irom heaven on messages ot the cries-
tudes of immortal beings, as capable ol rea- j tial deities. They are otten beauiitul, but 
soning in regard to their eternal destiny as j none ol them can he placed in competition
Lord Mahon, and with the Bible before . with this in the Book of Psalms :
them, are at this very day in England sink- ! “ He bowed the heavens also and came

down, and darkness was under his feet. Anding their all for eternity on the assurance 
that they are sale from perdition by the sa
craments of the Established Church. What i 
multitudes in this country also are blindly 
relying on the same sacramental efficiency ol 
Episcopal ordinances, being taucht from 
childhood that the seal of our Church ” 
from bnptirin to confirmation and Ihe Eu
charist, is the seal of regeneration unto sal 
vallon ! Of all delusions under Ihe light of 
The Gospel, that of being saved by the 
Church is in some respects the most dread
ful. With reference to just such a delusion, 
prevailing in the Jewish Church, our bliss
ed Lord told the Jews and his disciples that 
•* the children of the kingdom should be cast 
ir > outer darkness, where there would be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth." He told 
them that many should come from tho East 
and West and Norih and South, and sit down 
in the Kingdom of heaven, who never so 
much as heard of “ our Church,” nor trusted 
in it; and that there would indeed be weep
ing and gnashing of teeth, when they, the 
Jews, who trusted in their churcii-member- 
ship for salvation, should see Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob in tlie kingdom of heaven, 
and they them-elves cast cut ! Tlie chil
dren of the kingdom were then, as now, the 
believers in sacramental salvation, and the 
despisers of methodise'.—N. T. Evangelist

he rode upon a chariot and did fly ; yea, he 
did fly upon the wings of the wind."

What imagery in any human production 
can compare with that passage in the Reve
lation, where the Almighty extends his 
mercy and compassion to the righteous, who 
had suffered tribulations?

“And God shall wipe away all tears Iront 
their eyes."

This lorm of expression is often used by 
the inspired writers, and implies more thaix. 
is declared, hence and beautiful simplicity 
of the passage signifies the highest [icssible 
state of never-ending joy and felicity.

We meet many passages in political writ
ers which greatly affect our passions, and at 
times, produce extraordinary emotions hy 
new and unexpected association ot images. 
This excitement, however, soon subsides, 
because the incidents related are found'd 
on fiction, but those in the sacred volume, 
being established upon the linn basis ol 
truth, leave deep, lasting and precious im- 
prvS: ions on the mind. G. P. D.

The Clove, Feb. 1856.

Affliction—What it Teaches,

farming in abhorrence, and prefer beir,v 
artisans of whatever kind. It is contrary 
to the laws of the Turkish empire for a 
foreigner to bold real estate, and the heal 
in summer is so intense, that no American 
can labor in the fields. I have seen the 
two places where thekte so-called agricultural 
communities were located, and of which 
such flaming accounts have appeared from 

brokennrss, harenness and desolation of ! tjme (0 time in American papers. I know 
Palestine. And yet there are signs of what j their history, and I kupw their present con
once it was, and might again be under a dil- | Jltion. Never was grosser deception prac- 
terent government and different inhabitants. ; {jced upon the benevolent ; never were large 
Wherever earth and water can be brought I sumg of money more completely thrown 
together, anything can be prolticed in tue j away. As well might every dollar have
most astonishing luxuriance ; but these two 
articles—earth and water—the absence or 
insufficient quantity of which cannot be re
alized in America, are great rarities here.— 
There is a small levntain w herever a village 
is planted, barely sufficient, usually, to sup
ply the wants ol the inhabitants and their

—if the eye b 
the heavenly d 
son uf hi< future to t 
msrk< tils past — if

J. i ecti'd 
y which

every moment to 
glows in the bori- 

e commission which 
llicrti bo a continuai

ceases
world ean he saved." He would weep, at its 
love, but shudder to declare, “ There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus. The atonement 
is not to him the light which illumines the 
moral darkness of the earth: it is not now 

I the hook in which is r<ad the solution of the 
Spun, and the line, using prayer uf faith, he ; h!em of man „ beine ail(1 destiny. True, 
constantly tunning m his mind—the **ur-, !, js Mi|, # 6u,)ject lor sentimental

prcsim ? upward to u higher, purer, spiritual 
atmosphere—,1 new formations of truth, the 
result ol recurring baptisms of the Holy

:il display
for affected sympathy. But tuu plainly it 
will he seen that such a messenger ol the 
gospel has lost his faith in the message. 
He had before lost faiih in God. And what 
can he substitute ? How will he save men ? 
lie has turned from the cross—he glories 
no longer in its shame—he exults no longer 
in the thought that the foolishness of God is 
wiser than the wisdom of men. He closes 
the sacred volume. The sacrificial blood 
which stains the pages of the Evangelists 
he relies on no more. He will save men 
hy demonstrations addressed to the intellect, 
by appeals to the sentiment. Ah ! he will 
fail. Till time he no more, the preacher 
who would ruecced must rein rule itv Bs|>- 

. . . . j list's cry, “ Belioid tho Lamb of God. —
" “tc u‘ d’j Without that effect of contemplation lie can- 
a 1Ci1'Il- ! not be the agent of conversion. An addi- 

! tional reason accounting for the absence of 
usefulness may be found in the lo«< of love 

, , , for ihe persons addressed. To t!u= last case
1 l,| “ o" t 8 >re‘l,c<" ° ; attention may hereafter he directed, 
the le raid of the Gospel j

ence ot the présence ol ihe Lord who sent 
him furth will be realized, lie will cry* 
aloud,’• H j, every uoe that thirststh, come 
ye to the waters.”

And is it not necessary to ihe retention 
of such nn assurance tliut he cultivate per
sonal holiness ? Shall not 1 liât messenger 
who manifestly breathes the spirit and re
flects the image ot the Lord from whom lie 
received hi ; < mmis-ion most readily awak
en the att< ritio-t of the crowd who hunger for 
the words ot life ? They will perceive in him 
that which invests Christianity with a glory 
and a charm—holiness to ilio Lord. He most 
energetically ol all others shall declare that 
go-pel which pu.nfi,"S by faith, and which 
has been made iu-trmnental in his own 
purification. Said the sainted 
“A preaclier of the gospel shou 
out spot." A gr iter than Whitefield asks, 
“Which of you eonvinc-th maoism?"— 
An a| ..-tie affirms, “As lie was so are we." 
D)es it mit toi low 
Success in revival:
|iiouId make ihe enquiry, “ Which vf you ; 
convince ill in • u! s... ’ A id us the ques- I 
lion tall - I’ruiii his lip- — as t.u turns his eyes ! 
inwai.lly-—the echo <>t that question should I

A Brand pi.uckf.d from the Bur Nino.

The Gospel Scheme,
There are some doctrines in the Gospeldrive b in in the intoning blood. Not in a] 

epi.it of i ll righteousne#', but in a spirit ol i the understanding could not discover ; but 
humble love, •• -l,.)w me my sin, that I may j when they are revealed it halh a clear ap- 
wa-h my |iands iij imiocenvy." From such j prehension of them upon a rational account, 
hands the go-pel food will a-soredly bo re-j and sees the character of truth visibly stamp- 
waved by lain shing men. Personal holi- j ed on their forehead ; as the doctrine ol ea- 
ness, the result of laith in GoJ(.through His | tisfaction to Divine justice, that pardon
Son, will beget failli in God: it will tend to 
°pen up i,eW fields of contemplation, realize 
fk Iriahnvis and loveliness of truth, lay 
baric the human heart, and charm tlie stu
dent with the view of the wondrous adapta- 
boa of the go<peI Ionian’s every condition.

Regard one who has thus lost faith in 
Hod. lie, hesitates to name the name of 
Jesus in «neh a manner as to arrest atten- 
boD. Once it was different. Once lie glo
bed in ihe God ol truth—then even ihe 
opposition and indifference which he en
countered in declaring his message induced 
him to l„ve it ihe noire. Is he not alarmed 
ri ihe contrast ? The same, and yet how 
changed. Oh ! win!.will nerve him for the 
mors! combat—what will inllimc his zeal— 
w“Ht stimulate his slumbering energy 
"“what will sustain him in the conflicts with 

mysterious pow ers ol the world which 
t* invisible—if of turn i! may ho said, He 
1118 lost his la,id ia (.

B it n
Ou a :

ficre may be lack 
mtisayc itSL.lf. Wu dw- ll

, ‘osi of faith
P«1 will

of laith in tlie 
upon tho tact

in the efficacy of the gos- 
prevent general succès» in the re-

might be dispensed to repenting sinners. 
For our natural conception of God includes 
his infinite purity and justice ; and w hen the 
design of the Gospel is made known, where
by he hath provided abundantly for the ho
nor of those attributes, so that ho both the 
greatest good without encouraging the least 
evil, reason acquiesces, and acknowledges— 
This 1 sought, but could not find. Now, al
though the primary obligation to believe 
such doctrines ariselh from revelation, they 
are embraced with more clearness by the 
mind.

The obedience of faith is to embrace an 
obscure truth with a firm assent, upon the 
account ol a Divine testimony. II reason 
will not assent to revelation until it under
stands Ihe manner how divine things, are, it 
doth riot obey it at all. The understanding 
then sincerely submits, when it is inclined I 
by those motives which demonstrate that ' 
such a belief is due to the authority of I 
the Rcvealer, and to the quality of the ob- j 
ject. To believe only in proportion to 
our narrow conceptions, is to disparage the 
Divine truth, and debase the Divine power. I

been thrown into the depths of the sen.— . 
The strange being who started this strange I 
movement, is a leme.le, recently died ; and j 
it is to be hoped, your good cilizeos will be j 
humbugged no longer.

The present war ia certainly, whatever | 
else may be the result, to the advantage of i 

flocks and cattle ; but no rivers and brooks, i civilization and Christianity in this country. I 
except the winter torrents, which disappear j pjgj not Russia been res.sled and driven I 
entirely in summer, in crossing tho whole hack, every American and English mission- 
country from Jaffa to the Jordan, and back | ary would have been sent home, every | 
again, 1 did not see on the routes a quantity i school have been disbanded, and Egyptian : 
uf running water sufficient to rinse the hu- darkness have settled down upon the East. ’ 
man body, even the body of a child, and the Prophecy and Providence assure us better 
only brook I encountered, shallow as it runs, i times ate coming.
and through which you could walk wiih j _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
shoes on without wetting your feet, camel ,
gushing out from the roots of tlie moun- A LOTuS luGB Ol i?l6tllO(llSIDi 
tains back of Jericho and near Elisha’s! Lord Mahon, in his history of England,, 
fountain. The sound of those waters gush- , jo |Ue ^ Methodism, sa; s that a
ing over the pebbles and rocks was sweeter .. gojcmn accUbationmight have been brought 
than the music oi the piano. i against Wesley for the presumption with

Then there is the want of forests. >V e - wbjcb be sometimes ascribed immediate effl- 
associate trees and grand old primaeval 
forests with hills and mountains, covering 
their sides and waving upon their tops and 
crowning them with a certain majesty and 
glory. The axe never touched ttiem ; the 
sunlight never penetrated them, and human 
feet, as though deterred by a religious awe, 
never trod the I 
able trunks, and
shall love them better than ever when I see 
them again—these wonderful handiworks ot 
til!- omnipotent Creator, and be almost tempt
ed to iurn Druid. But there are no such 
glories and sublimities here. There are 
hills enough, and mountains high and grand

From the Southern Christian Advccm

The Sacred Scriptures.
The Sacred Scriptures abound with strik

ing and beauiitul passages, admirably ad
apted to enrich composition. We doubt not 
that an attentive perusal of them will not 
only improve and expand ihe heart, but 
highly enlighten the understanding of every 
reader who wi-hea to excel, either in poelr), 
painting, or eloquence.

There is a most beautiful climax in Mil
ton’s description, where Adam resolves to 
live or perish with Eve. It L produced at 
the close of a period.

" O ! fulrest of creation, la?i nt,(l beet
Of all Uod’i- workfl, creature In whom cxrcllM
Whatever can to ►igbt or thought be form’d —
Iloiy, Uivine, good, Huiiab'.a, or sweet ! 
llovv u. . thou toot ! how un n ruudvn lo*’ ■

And me with thee hath ruined ; for with ih «?
Ceriain my resolution :s :o die
How o.u I live without thoe, how forego
Thy îwet-t couver**, and love so deaily Join'd,
To Jive again in these wild wo ds idiom '
Hbotfld Ood cuete anoth r Lvt.aml 1 
Another rib aU>>rd, yet lo?s of the*,
Would never fiom my heart ;—no, no' 1 fvel 
The link of nature draw me, flush of fle?h,
Hone Ot my bone thou art, uud from tliy tat •
Mine m ver ehtxli be parted—Dues or woe "

Now let us read in the Sacred Writings 
Naomi, and it teems 

assisted in

cacy to his prayers." He also says, among 
other evils of his career enumerated, that j 
“ very many persons have been tormented j 
with dreadful agonies and pangs," besides j 
the great evil of the Church being weaken
ed by so large a separation. What must be 

, . , - , . . .the historians idea of religion, if we judee
ealy beds around their vener- | from thege comp|ajnts ? As to the first, I
1 under the rayless gloom. 1 | wb,at would that personal piety be worth,

which was not distinguished by a belief in j 
llie immediate efficacy of prayer? Can I 
there be such a tiling as true prayer, with- j 
out something of that belief? It the Lord j 
Jesus has taught his disciples to pray, be- ! 
lieving that they shall receive those ilnngs 
for which they ask aceoiding to the will ol 
God, and has ever based the acceptableness | 
of their prayers on that belief, then the dis- 

1 ! ci pie who has not that belief is destitute of 
would, il I could be heard, entreat my coun- i essential ingredient in the spirit uf prayer, 
trj men not to make their now glorious hills perhaps Lord Mahon meant what tho Duke i
and mountains such, by felling the trees to -------- - - •
supply fuel lor railroads and tacloriv6. 1

euo'i, ;li : but no lorests cling lo their sides 
or eiown their peaks; they are treeless, 
naked arid barren, and awaken only one 
profound sentiment—that of desolation. I

could almost wish that both were swept 
away rather than to be condemned with all 
fumre generations to gaze forever upon such 
frightful and dreary desolation.
SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

As to the moral and religious condition of 
Palestine, it is shadowed out by ils physical. 
It is one great valley of spiritual death over 
which the spirii of life never passes. It is 
covered thick and deep with dead men s 
bones, hut the breath ot life may enter them. 
Still the different sect» and tubes are not 
irreligious : the difficulty is that they all 
love religion, whether Moslems, Jews, or 
Christians; and, speaking soberly and de
liberately, 1 have olten thought the Moslems 
have truer ideas of God and the spirituality 
of worship, than both the others, who have 
no thoughts of any service beyond genuflec
tions, saying masses, chaining prayer in 
languages which neither priests nor people 
understand, making processions at midnight 
in the churches, burning candles and waft
ing incense around Ihe churches, and in the 
faces of the spectators. Armenians, Copts, 
Jacobites, Catholics, Greeks, Nestorians and

of Wellington was wont to call fancy prog- 1 
ers, that is extempore prayers, from the ! 
heart, without the prayer book. Probably | 
Lord Mahon, as a good Churchman, would : 
not have ascribed presumption to Wesley, if 
he bad prayed only out ol the prayer book ; 
would not have accused him of fanaticism 
for imagining an immediate efficacy in those 
prayers. It was only his prayers, (Wes
ley ’s,)which it was presumptuous to suppose 
were attended with immediate efficacy. A 
very solemn accusation indeed ! And then 
as to the other great evil of “ very many 
persons having been tormented with dread
ful agonies and pains," under Wesley’s 
preachings ; it was the very proof of imme
diate efficacy there ; the preaching was effi
cacious, at all events, to put sinners iuto 
trouble oil account of their sins ; and that 
being the case, we do not wonder that Wes
ley should have sometimes believed that 
there was immediate efficacy in his prayers ; 
especially considtring that very result, those 
very agonies and pangs of an awakened 
conscience, were the precise effects for which 
he had prayed, and which he desired most 
earnestly might be produced by the Holy 
Spirit in the heart. What a singular con-

Ruth’s attachment to 
not improbable that Milton wit 
his description by the beautiful copy biture 
us. “ And Ruth said, Entrent mo n,,t In 
leave thee, or to return from following after 
thee ; lor whither thou guest I will go; and 
where thou lolgest I will lodge: thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my G nil. 
Where thou diest, will I die ; and there will 
I be buried ; the Lord do so to me, and 
more also, if aught hut death part me and 
thee."

What can be more appropriate and sub
lime in declaring Ihe attributes ol the Al
mighty, the Creator of llie Universe, than 
llie words ot Moses : “ Give ear, O ye hea
vens, and 1 will speak ; arid hear, O earth, 
the words of my mouth." Or tlm:e of 
Isaiah : " Hear O heav, ns, amj uivo tar O 
earth ; for the Lord hath spoken."

David, in the Book of Psalms, (hu de
scribes the omnipotence of God: “By the 
word of the Lord were Ihe heavens made, 
and all the host of them by the breath (.1 
his mouth. lie gather, it, th wait r* ol ;l,,- 
-ea as an heap; lie layeth up the dcip in 
storehouses. Let all the • arili bar the 
Lord. Let all the inhabitants of tho world 
stand in awe of him ; lor he spoke, and it 
was done ; he command, d and it stood las:.’

Ma‘on, an eminent British poet, after this 
model has written his magnificent conception 
of the power of the Almighty.

“ • • • • My eoul confiiles
Jn that all heeling, and all forming power 
Who uu tltfs rutilant day wiivn time wm Uoru, 
fas1, hi* broad «y* upon tlif wild of ocesn 
And c..:iii d It with a plan e : then plunging deep 
Hie mighty arm, pluck'd f,om it* dark dvmiln 
Thie throne of freedom lifted It to light,
Out with niver châ», and call d it timam.'’

The prophet Habakkuk Ibus describes 
the awful majesty of God:

“ God came from Teman, and the Holy

tiuti from that island to the boundary of tho 
pope s territory. I express but the common 
opinion of travellers, especially of American 
travellers, that a more wretchedly governed 
land cannot he imagined ; the garden of tho 
world, it is the very vicinage of perdition, 
not only to tho oppressed people, biÿ to tho 
oppressed and tormented traveller. You 
will recollect tho sensation produced in „ 
England, some months ago, by a letter of 
Mr. Gladstone on the treatment of political 
prisoners, in Naples. It disclosed a slato 
of things, under the Government of King 
Ferdinand, (King ••Bomba," as be is lami- 
liarly known to” American newspaper read
ers,) which made tho blood ot Europe cur
dle. This imbecile ami abominable old 
Bourbon lias been compelled, by the Icar of 
English and French intervention, to change 
somewhat Itis policy ; but its popular ame
liorations amount to about nothing. It seems 
that moral 'dissoluteness is inherent in the 
Neapolitan government and Neapolitan 
society. Tlie annals ol no slate present more 
deplorable ^examples of royal morals ; the 
men on the throne have been excelled, if pos
sible, only by llie women who have ascend
ed it, in cruelty and licentiousness ; and a 
modern Siteluiiius might find in ihe Neapo
litan annals royal enormities comparable to 
those which make unreadable the f>ages of 
the ancient historian of the Çassurs. Tho 
present king is abhorred by bis subjects.— 
Ho expends his revenues in fortifying l.ia 
coasts against any possible invasion from 
England or France ; as if all llie forliflca- 
tions Tie could contrive for hi: petty tefiff- 
tory could avail against such strength.— 
His people, occupying the richest soil in 
Europe, are impoverished to the last de
gree ; and bis capital, attractive to foreign
ers by ils scenery and its collections of art, 
is cursed and deserted, with detestation, by 
every one who, havinp half seen its atlruc- 
tions, can make his escape from it.

I am fully aware of the emphasis of theso 
remarks; but I am equally aware that all 
our own countrymen, who may have been 
here within a year, and who may seo theso 
lines, will say that they do not express a 
lithe, of the truth.

Naples is filled with government epics; 
the people, demoralized as they are, would 
hurl their old" Bourbon tyrant into the sea 
without delay, if they could possibly get an 
opportunity lo rise; but they aro watched 
everywhere, and a suspicion is enough evi
dence of guilt to consign them to a dungeon. 
The prisons are filled with victims, and,1 on 
matters relating to the priesthood or the 
government, citizens hardly dare speak m 
whispers. In a conversation wi^i some 
F'reuch gentlemen at my hotel table, on 
local matters, connected with the govern
ment, an appeal was made to our landlord. 
He whispered back, in a foreign tongue,
“ Gentlemen, you are Frenchmen and Ame
ricans, and can converse wiih some safely, 
but you must excuse me. We know not 
when we are safe; there are spies every 
where, in the coffee-houses, in the purlieus 
of the theatres, at the corners of the streets, 
in ihe passages of the hotels. We must not 
speak on these àubjects." I found, on fur
ther observation Ahat our “ host " was not a 
whit too cautious.

Naples is thronged with beggars, soldiers, 
and priests. The latter are the finest-look
ing gentlemen to bo seen there. They ap
pear well fed, and round ami rosy. Their 
costume—Ihe three cornered hat —long, 
black, single-breasted coat—small clothe», 
with gold buckles—black silk stockings and 
buckled shoes—very like the ‘English cos
tume of the last century—gives them on air 
of extreme neatness,,if not elegance. They 
look, also, intelligent. They are mostly 
from good families, many of them being tho 
younger (ort! of noble hou.es. I". Jucated, at 
first, in lllto best society, and th< n in richly- 
enduw! d ; colleges for their profession, and 
ranking next in the sJttlo lo tho governing 
classes—rich in resources—itfid influences, 
and leisure -they know both how to value 
and how to protect their peculiar powers 
and prerogatives. I have learned to hope 
le«s lor Italy since 1 have learned more 
fully the character of its priesthood—heart
less. selfish, but astute. God help tho poor, 

violated without present retribution. 1 have | untutored, spirit-broken people, who have 
heard a confirmation of ibis testimony, which j lo struggle against suclt a government, while 
is riot a little curious. A postmaster was I *1 is abetted liy such a priesthood, 
known to have long made it a standing rule, I In tlie correspondence I am, now having 
that no horse should leave his stable for I with Zion's Herald, 1 detail sotne of4he en- 
work on the Sabbath. Some anli Sunday ! ormous religious impostures which are prac-

How fast we learn in a day of sorrow !
I It is ns if affliction awoke our powers, and 
! lent them new quickness of perception.— 
| We advance more in tho knowledge of 
; Scripture in a single day, than in years be- 
. lore ; we 'earn "songs in the night,’’ though 
! such music was unknown before. A deeper 
: experience has taken us down into the 
| depths of Scripture, and shown us its hid- 
i den wonders. Luther used to say, “ Were 
I it not for tribulation, I should not under- 
! stand Scripture." And every sorrowing 
saint responds lo this, as having felt it ; as 
did David, when he said, “ Blessed ia the 
man whom Thou chastened), and teachest 
out of Thy law : it ia good for me that 1 
have been afflicted, that I might learn Thy 
statutes.” What teaching, what training of 

| thu iitiiiil goes on upon a sick bed, or under 
| the pressure of grief ! And, O, what greq(
! and wondrous things will even some little 
: trial whisper in tho ear of a soul that is 
i “ learning of the Father!”

In some ca§*'9 this profit is almost unlelt,
! at least during the continuance of the pro- 
i cess. We think that we are framing nuth- 
I ing. Sorrow overwhelms us. Disaster 
; atuns us. We become confused, nervous,
! agitated, or, perhaps, insensible. We seem 
j to derive no benefit. Yet, ere long, we 
| begin to feel the blessed results. Maturity 
! of judgment, patience in listening to the 
] voice of God, a keener appetite for his word, 
j a quicker discernment of its meaning; these 
aro soon realized aa the gracious results of 

j chastisement. The mind has undergone a 
most thorough discipline,and has, moreover, 
made wondrous progress in the knowledge 

| of Divine truth, through the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost.—lionur.

Necessity of the Sabbath.
Dr. F'arr, one of the first physicians in 

England or in any other country, pledged, 
before a committee of the House of Com
mons, his professional chara-;lcr to the decla
ration that the most extensive researches he 
had been alfle to make into physical nature 
had brought him to the conviction that the 
Sabbath law is stamped no less imperishnbly 
in the Decalogue, titan it is on llie constitu
tion of man and beast ; and that though, of 
eour-e, no mere physical investigation could 
determine the precise amount, or llie parti
cular limes and seasons, much less the day, 
of suspension, there was wrought into the 
fabric and framework of organized life a ne
cessity for periodical suspension even of 
healthful toil ; and that the suspension actu
ally ordained by the Sabbath law, or its 
equivolenl, could never, in the long run, be.

transitarians, deligh u-d with the report ol 
this man’s constant practice, were desirous

tried in the churches at Rome. They aro 
as abundant in Nanles also. The modern

of his evidence, as a conscientious observer j mythology—for such it really is—is practi- 
of the Sabbath. Great, however, was their caily evil and or.ly evil. It is essential and 

One from Mount Paran. His glory cover-1 surprise, when they found out that the post- ! universal idolatry. •• Jfariolatry” is,as rife 
ed the heavens, and the earth was full ol master repudiated all religious feelings on j here as ever idol-worship was in classic Italy, 
his praise ; and his brightness was as the 1 the subject, ami gave ns his simple reason, | The Virgin, in wood, stucco, marble, is not 
light. He stood and measured the earth ; that he had found it essential to his cattle j on|y everywhere in the churches, hut at the 
the mountains saw him and they trembled :, that they should have one day’s rest in | corners of tin; streets and in nidhes on tho
the overflowing of the water passed hy ; the =even, and that he knew his own interest too ! fronts of prominent buildings. You are
deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his well to let them be cheated out of ir. I scarcely ever out of sight of one; and at
hands on high." | Strong as the above argument is in favor ! ni-ht lamps are lighted beneath these statues

A part of this solemn description has of the day of weekly rest, still stronger are alf over the city—not as pari of the city

whatever other Christian name there may : ception i» that of a .eligion e,tab.ished by 
be, a,o ail altke devoted to the most stupid ! the State ! A rchg.on stmply and solely o 
and odious formalism and mummery beyond j prescribed forms and 1 » dc«nt
which they have no ideas ot Christian duty, morality attached to ffitm, together with a

been beautifully amplified by Milton
“ • • • • • In hi» han 1
Ho toek the golden compose* prtpared,
In God's eternal store, to circumscribe 
This Lniver.-e, and all crested thing* ;
One foot he centred, and the other turned 
Kountl through the va t i rofondity o’ ?cure 
And said, thus iar extenu, thu» ixi thy hound» 
This be thy Just circumference, O world

Nahum the prophet thus described 
power of the Lord :

found in the Bible, both in ihe Old 
New Testament,

the lighting but tuperatided
volion of tne people.

the

save the horrible sceuo of tlie sham cruci 
fixion in the church of the sepulchre, enact» 
ed by the Latin Catholic* with the Patriarch

security against all enthusiasm ! A conser
vative religion, protecting the community 
from being tormented with dreadful agonies

it, as an aid to
jkg idolatrous devi

_________ __ a-' One exriordinery feat is observable, viz.,
X-, r it _ , , ,i,:m„aes of the Virgin are suspended overNone Livf.th fob Himself. God has, of n.m0s; every quesfionable

written on the flowers that sweeten the a.r « |)U<ineM $1 . Naples 1 ke Rome,
-on the breeze that rock, the flower» upon je nds m lotterv.o(nc„ |obafc„ .hops, 

l:he item-upon .he ram-drop that refreshes (Jrioki ll0UiMt &c. j deliberately assert 
LhI l.f.s ns that I doubt whether you can find one such

his way in the whirlwind and in the storm : e" ë rv" P ê r e i I i'.'d. I, L ll (luu sleeps in the ea- | P,ar<‘’m ol cdtes, which has not
....................................... xetJs vPf ff‘u deep no less than upon the - «-.age ol the Vtrgm over the counter or

“The Lord is great in power; ho hath ,Le desert—upon i 
..is way in the whirlwind and in the storm ; 
and the clouds are tho dust of bis feet. He ,v.„u V4 
rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and ëiiVlïtysuu whichw ,‘rmeândvho-is millions 
drietli up the rivers. Basban languishes, of creatures which live in its light—upon all 
and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon j bri works he has written. “ None liveth 
languishes. The mountain» quake at him, | for himself.’’— lÀtera-y Jour.

bar, with n lamp or taper burning beneath it 
bjïfidtfyVnd night. Other shops olten have 
thir^, but these wretched bolts are never 
without them-


