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Another modern investigator fre-
quently appealed to for proof of
spirit activity is Dr. Crawford of
Belfast who not long ago committed
suicide. A criticism of his published
accounts will be found in the Catho-
lic World for July, 1919. Like so
many
fails to provide the alleged scien-
tific evidence.

Much of the matter contained in
the doctrines of spiritists is claimed
to have been obtained by automatic
writing. Automatic wricing is cne
of a series of phenomena well known
and well understood by
gists. It does not depend
spirits of one kind or
Neurotics and neurotically

another.

Over the French lands in Northern
Africa,
hovers the figure of a Cardinal.
Archbishop of Algiers who was at

which 1 am going to visit, |
| Knights and as ardent.

the same time a great churchman |

and a great patriot, (Cardinal

| Lavigerie, who urged the Catholice

investigators before him he |

to rally to the I:l'])lll'li(". |

| forget that he seconded with great

psycholo- |
upon |

predis- |

posed persons exhibit automatisms |

of different kinds, that is to say,

they show organized reactions such |

as postural adjustments, gestures,
speech, ete., which are involuntary,
and by which they give symbolized
or overt expression of their neurotic
conflict. Such people are often
able to perform automatic writing,
that is, to write coherently without
being conscious of what they write.

| just and delicate thoughts to which | Cardinals and thirty Archbishops

| you.

| preserve in

In such manner they express ideas |

and impressions which are repressed
from or have always been beneath
the threshold of consciousness.
MECHANISM WELL UNDERSTOOD
With people of a paranoid makeup
the automatic writing frequently
assumes different personalities

which for the sake of dramatization |

often parade as departed individ-
uals. The mechanism of this
phase of the phenomenon is also
well understood by modern psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists. A consider-

able amount of experimental work |
in this line has given results which |

those
is

favorably
spiritistic

compare with
“mediums.”’

It not

astonishing that the latter, and lay |

people in general who are ‘ignorant
of abnormal psychology and psychia-
try should interpreét the writing as
coming from spirits ; on the other
hWand, in the face of present scien-
tific knowledge such claim is inex-
cusable in the educated writer or
lecturer on the subject. Those in-
terested
for an excellent article by Dr. Muhl,
a Catholic physician, which will
soon appear in the Journal
Abnormal Psychology.

SELF-CREATED DREAMS

The more one hears of the beliefs
of Spiritism, the more one becomes
convinced that they have their
genesis, not in revelations from the
“beyond,”’ but in distressed or dis-
ordered human mind Every indi-
vidual has his which he
endeavors to reach in life and even
to approach them means of incessant
struggle. The weak will give up
and the strong will tire when
obstacles are encountered on their
path, and it is human to tarry now
and then on the wayside and dream
of wishes fulfilled. We all do this
in some degree. But under special
stresses, or when the organism is
weakened by disease, inferior de-
velopment, or senility, this com-
pensatory or defensive mechanism
may become exaggerated in its
function, and the individual will
dream himself into delusions of a
happier existence in- which his
cherished wishes are fulfilled. He
flees from cold and hard reality into
a warmer, softer world of fancy of
his own creation. This is the
chological mechanism of many
forms of mental disease as it is also
that of modern spiritistic belief.
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FRENCH PRESIDENT
PRAISES CLERGY

—_—

Paris, April 20.—President Miller-
and, stopping
way to Morocco, has made a speech
in whick. he expressed his esteem for
the Catholic clergy and asked for
their collaboration in
the Government.

During his stay in La Rochelle,
Msgr. Eyssautier, I of
Rochelle, ace umpdm ed
General, called on the President to
pay his respects and offer the
promise of prayers for him,

M. Millerand thanked the prelate
in the
statement which has just been pub-
lished in the Bulletin Religieux.

During the War, the French

of | Rar
| visitor,

of |

at La Rochelle on his |

the wo of | i
he work of | 1 iqdle.aged or

| becomes a Knight by signing a card |

tel by whwh he promises on his word of | taries, Mr.
A |

in the matter should look | 3
| question, free of charge

| the distinguishing mark of a K.B. S

| of the I

P8y- |

| There

energy the magnificent efforts
the illustrious Pope Leo XIII., and
that together they desired to
establish the union of French Catho-
lics and legitimate authority and
institutions—a just and nobleunder- |
taking which the memories of the

War,

of

the causes of victory and the |

do not |
| base,

But what
']‘hn'y are

of
as

the
numerous as th
They, too, |
have their badge—a neat cross,
different ecut from that of
Knights, centering a ciborium and
host, with the letters H. B, 8. at
the three extremities and M. at the
Boys too young to be Knights

| are from the day of their First Com-

| Blessed Sacrament

needs of peace today render more |

necessary still,

I thank you, Monsignor, for the
you have given expression. They
do not surprise me coming from
Kindly believe that they find
a sympathetic echo in my
feelings.

Monsignor Eyssautier, deeply
moved, could not refrain from say-
ing: ‘““Mr. President, we shall
our hearts, with deep
gratitude, the memory of
noble words.”
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KNOWN AS }\\I( HTS AND
HANDMAIDS OF BLESSED
SACKAMENT

By Peter M,

HONOR

Dunne, 8. J.
London, Eng.—Two priests in

Glasgow were going recently to one

of the big foot-ball games between

own |

munion, if they so desire it and live
up to the promises, Pages of the
with their own
| P. B.S. badge suited to their youth,

|
Handmaids ?

| Lloyd
of |
the |

\

When they turn thirteen they may |

be knighted.
APPROVED BY POPE
On Janufiry 17, 1917, the
were approved and blessed by the
late Pope Benediet XV. Four

and Bishops the world over have
heartily endorsed and encouraged
the K. B. S. The Catholics of Eng-
land and Ireland expect to see the
army of the Knights of the Blessed

K. B. S. |

| to decree the Catholic

WNor can it be forgotten that 1tT THE PASSION PLAY

| was under the Premiership of Mr, |
George that the Catholic |
community in the Island of Malta
secured self-government, and that ‘
special directions were issued to the |
l\]ﬂlhi legislature at its first session
religion to be
the recognized religion of Malta.

SERMONS CENSORED

RUSSIAN SOVIET ENACT NEW
LAWS AGAINST CHURCH
Cracow, Poland, April 17.—|
According to an article published |
by the Czas of Cracow, the

[ Chureh in Russia has been placed in

| as the

Sacrament spread and flourish in |

the States by that push and enthus-

| iasm which Americans know how to

your |

put into

take.

everything they under-

CATHOLIC CHURCH

—
By H. C. Watts

London, Eng.—Although Premier

| Lloyd George is a Welsh Baptist of

| the stricter

gsort he seems, on the
whole, to have had a strong private
friendship for Catholics, and a
Catholic can generally be discovered

| floating around somewhere in the
| Prime Minister’s entourage.
During the recent famous period |

the Celties, a Catholic team, and the |

One
the
of

Rangers. of the priests was a
other an old parish
priest the city. As

took out a small

| Criecieth
they |
| approached the grounds the latter
badge which he |

was wearing inside his coat and |

| placed it out on the lapel.

**This will distinguish me,” he
said to his companion. ‘‘Most of us

| for the Premier's behalf.

wear this and you may be sure no |

Protestant minister does,”’
They entered the grounds without

‘““Most of us wear this.”” That
statement was just about true ; the
young priestsespecially have almost

| all taken to the badge, and worn by

the Catholic men and women
sees it frequently in the streets
in the churches of Scotland
England. The badge

one
and
and
referred to is
or of an H.B.S Knight of
the Blessed Sacrament or Handmaid
of the Blessed Sacrament. It repre-
sents a movement which for the
last few years has been growing
apace, beginning in England and
Ireland and thence spreading to
every part of the world, to France,
to Italy, to Australia, to
Africa, to Uganda, to Canada and
the Philippines Hundreds of
thousands of Catholics are Knights
Jlessed Sacrament.

HOW

ORDER IS CARRIED ON

The movement was begun and is
furthered chiefly by the
laymen and women, to carry on a
crusade of increased devotion to the
Blessed Sacramen
spirit of Pius X.

These forward-looking
call themselves Knights
they offer a chivalrous service to
their Lord and God. They give
their plighted faith, their word of

Catholics
because

| honor, to receive once a week in the
| Holy Eucharist their Great
| Commander.
| Blessed Sacrament are

Knight-

not a ‘‘con-

“guild,” or ‘‘sodality.”
an individual service.
are no rules or by-laws or
regulations ; no regular meetings or
monthly  dues A

fraternity,”
Theirs

18

| Priest-Knight has called the move-

warmest terms, and added a |

clergy did their duty brilliantly like |

both at the

in the rear.

all }_{(m(l Frenchmen,
front and

It «is only |

justice to recognize that in both |

places the clergy was an artisan of
and national unity.
SAC
cipal strength of militant and
victorious France, and the clergy
had a great part in it. This should
not remain: purely a historical
gsouvenir. The War over and victory

"y

The |
red union was, indeed, the prin- |

won, it is the duty of all citizens to |

strengthen ties which united them
in that tragic and glorious work,
and which will permit them to in-
sure and increase the benefits of
peace. The collaboration of the
clergy can do much in this regard,
and it is in the designs of the Gov-
ernment and the wishes of the
President of the Republic that this
collaboration should be free and
efficacious.

As President of the Council of
Ministers it was I who introduced a
bill which brought about the re-
establishment of relations between
the .Republic and the Holy See, and
I feel no embarrassment in saying
that while at that time I considered
above all the precious advantages
which such an act of justice would
gsecure for the foreign policy of
France. I did not discount the
effects, desirable in every way, on
religious pacification at home.

ment *
ducing,
The

self-sustaining.
Catholic young man—or
old man for that—

honor ‘‘to receive the most Holy |
Body and Blood of my Lord in Holy
Gommunion at least once a week |
and to observe all the customs of |
the Knighthood.”
This promise he
hands of another
dubbed by him “Knight.” An|
important point is this, that the
pmmm* made upon the individual
“‘word of honor’’ is in no way bind-
ing under sin. It is a question of
honorable and of individual service.
This promise of weekly Communion
is the chief factor. Others are:
never consciously to pass a Catholic
Church without a full and |
to endeavor to Knight's

the |
is

puts into
Knight and

a

make

salute,

a

vigil by an occasional visit to the | for

Blessed Sacrament. An important |

factor in the Knight's activity is | before the

“to hand on what he has received
by explaining the crusade and by
knighting ntheN in receiving their
word of honor.”” Thus does every
Knight assure the continued growth
of the army of the Great Knight-
Commander, Jesus Christ.

“This card is a memorial of the
greatest deed that the Knight has
done in his life,”’ states the card,
the mark of Knighthood. Thnro
are Priest-Knights and Religious-
Knights. They are the Knight-
(,ummundvrx, they too sign a card
and promise to pray for the Crusade
in their Masses and to promote it in
their daily activities.

Each Knight receives a badge, the
emblem of his Knighthood. Itisa
neat little cross centering a mon-
strance with the letters K. B. S.,
one letter at each extremity. The
Knights are not obliged to wear this
badge, but most of them do for it
helps make known the good cause
and further the noble Crusade.

South |

| olie

Catholic |

t according to the |

| the

of political convalescence down at
party at Mr. Lloyd George’s private
residence, among the members
being some famous English musi-
cians who got up a sacred concert
The con-
cert was to have been given in the
local Anglican church, but the
divine in charge would not hear of
it, and so the performance was
given in a non-episcopal conventicle.
But what emerged from this inci-
dent was that the accompaniment
ras conducted by Dr. Terry, the
musical director of Westminster
Cathedral, who is a close friend of
the Premier.

One of the close
Prime Minister is
Cardinal Gasquet, who a fre-
quent caller at Downing Street
when in England. Mr. Lloyd
George is credited with being an
admirer of the Cardinal’s many
writings, and it has been said that
there is not a book written by Car-
dinal Gasquet that the Premier has
not read with attention.

It was to Cardinal Gasquet, too,
that Premier Lloyd George is
reported to have made his remark
that the Welsh people had never
really assimilated the Protestant
eformation ; a statement that is
well borne out by the way the Cath-
revival has seized hold of the
Welsh people since the restoration
of the Catholic Hierarchy in the

too, to be

friends of the
His Eminence
is

| Principality.

There is Sw'lll‘”‘li!\;;‘.
gleaned of the Prime Minister’s
attitude towards the Catholic
Church in the famous telegram he
sent to Cardiff, on the occasion of
enthronement of Monsignor

| Mostyn as Archbishop and Metro-

politan of Wales. After comment-

| ing on the fadt that it was a native

The Knights of the |

| the

3enedictine |

‘self-propagating, self-repro- |

|
|

son of Wales that had been pro-
moted by the Holy See to this high
ecclesiastical dignity, the Prime
Minister went on to point out that
attempts to secure a
Metropolitanship, which had been
conducted at Rome in the twelfth
century by the famous Gerald the
Welshman, had been conceded by
Rome in the twentieth century.

Nor does the Premier seem averse
to have a Catholic in close atten-
tion upon himself. The most
successful of all his private secre-
Philip Kerr, who as
private secretary to the
Prime Minister has been
very closely associated with his
chief - in important
| political events since 191%, is

Catholic and an old pum] of the

political
British

| (-nmmumlh 8 tux
| serv l(‘v
| that *

| BRITISH PREMIER AND |

| years of age,
| decree

| years

| and
there was a small house |

Welsh |

[ limits

| separation of Church

international |
a|

()r aitorian Fathers at their famous |

school founded by Cardinal New-

man at Birmingham.
There was one

sharp passage

| wholesale

some years ago in Parliament when f

the present premier, who was then
an ordinary member of the Cabinet,
came out very strongly if not on
the side of the Catholics, at least in
npp(NlUnn to a certain section of

he Anglicans.

The occasion
the
Anglican

was*when the Bill
Disestablishment of the
Church in Wales was

Housge, and one of the
members of the Cecil family was
heard to speak of such matters as
sacrilege and the spoliation of the
Church

At once Mr. Lloyd George leaped
to his feet, and with scorn in his
every word asked how the House of
Cecil came to acquire its vast pos-
gessions—for it is a well known fact
of history that the Marquesses of
Salisbury waxed fat on the plun-
der of the abbeys and monasteries
under Henry VIII. and his daughter
Elizabeth. Thus were the tables
turned on the holders of church
lands who spoke of ecclesiastical
gpoliation.

On  the whole Premier Lloyd
George is not regarded with dis-
favor by Catholics in these islands.
In the face of a strong and organ-
ized Protestant opposition, both in
and out of Parliament, he refused
to abolish the British Legation to
the Holy See to ploaso a handful of
sectaries.

a more difficult position than ever
result of recent Bolshevist
laws.

A decree of the Bolshevist
ernment of January, 1022,
the teaching of catechism
churches and in private homes.
‘““The churches,” says the decree,
‘“‘are placed at the disposition of the
the celebration of

only.”” The order
‘ courses in theology '’ may be |
held, but that they may be attended
only by *“citizens eighteen
sapable of discussing
intelligently the instruction given
them,” and even these courses may
not be held without special permits |
from the Soviet authorities. The
adds :

‘““In order radically to
any attempt on the part
clergy to give religious
to young ]wnplw

gov-
forbids |
in the

states |

o7er

prevent |
of the |
instruction
under eighteen |
of age, thereby maintaining
in their nllumn traditions
the worship of God, such
instruction will be opposed with all
the rigor of the revolutionary
laws.”’

In another decree dated January
8, 1922, teachers and educators are
forbidden to discuss religious mat-
ters with the children, to explain
the meaning of feast days, or to |
take them to church, under pain of
imprisonment.

them

SERMONS NOW CENSORED

On December 26, 1921, a decree
was issued compe hmg all priests to
submit the text of their sermons
for censorship.

The policy of the Soviets is the
destruction of the Church, and no
measure neglected which will |
succeed in achieving this object.

According to Soviet laws, a
par has no and is
considered merely group of
individuals, a sort of committee, or
soviet, which must negotiate with
the government authorities for per-
mission to use the churches and
religious objects, all of which are
considered to be the property of the
nation.

Some
churches,
of our Ls
tery in

18

sh civil status,

as a

of the
among
idy at the
Petrograd,

Polisl Catholic
them the Church
Wiborg Ceme-

refused to
comply with these regulations,
basing™ the legitimacy of their
resistance on article 7 of the treaty
of Riga

The Bolshevist authorities main- |
tain, however, that article 7 of the
treaty of Riga makes exceptions for
no churches whatsoever, not even
for the Catholies residing within
the limits of the Soviet Republic.
According to the Soviets, Catholic
churches have no civil status, and
their property is the property of
the nation. The treaty of Riga,
they say, makes no exception in
favor of the Catholic Church, since |
article 7, paragraphs 2 and 8, speci- |
fies that the churches and religious
associations to which the Poles in
Russia may belong have the right
to organize the interior administra-
tion of their churecl within the |
of the entire legislation of
the country.” Consequently,
the Bolshevist order,

says
the law on the
and State is |
applicable the treaty of
Riga
CHURCH
By
Soviet
ordered
cate all
vessels
precious
the

despite

VESSELS CONFISCATED

virtue of this decision the
authorities have recently
all local Soviets to confis-
gold and silver church
and ornaments and all
stones still remaining in
churches. In addition to this
confiseation, enormous
being imposed on the
In Mohilew for instance,
was ordered to pay a
thirty million rubles or |

taxes are
churches.
the church
tax of

| submit to sale by auction. ‘

These measures are particule an\
oppressive when it is considered |
that all sources of revenue have
long since been confiscated, that
even the rectories have been seized,
and that the priests are obliged to
seek homes and support among |
their parishioners.

A THOUGHT ON ST. MICHAEL,
ALASKA

““ On the sides of the north,
set my throne !”

Thus did the proud one boast ;

But the rebel chief in his jealous
pride

Has reckoned without his host,

For the Northland shall never to
Satan yield

While St. Michael guards the coast.

““ Who is like to God !”’—rang the
trumpet tone

Thrilling the heavenly host ;

‘“For God’s gréater glnry
sounds on earth

From the soldiers hell dreads the
most ;

And ** the sides of the North ”’ they
shall hold for God,

While St. Michael guardq the coast.

MIRIAM
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Thousands of devout pilgrims
from all parts of the world will soon
be flocking into the little Bavarian

| village of Oberammergau to wit-

ness the historie Passion Play,
months preparations have
made for the first
will take
May 14,

For
?-m‘n

place on
From then until
, thirty-one regular
performances of the Passion Play
will be given,

day,

The Oberammergau Passion Play

is the chief survival of the mediae-
/al passion plays, which were
solemn and picturesque feature of
the ages of faith. Since its
performance in 1684 in fulfillment

| of a vow that it should be presented |

every ten' years, in commemoration
of the escape of Obermmergau from
the black plague, the play has been

| produced almost continuously at the

close of each decade.

The only exceptions occurred dur-
ing the Seven Years War in the
seventeenth century, and in the
of the
World War. Although
1920 was the year for the
play, conditions were such that it
was postponed until this year. At
the last presentation in 1910 nearly
three hundred thousand people,
including 120,000 Americans, at-

| tended the performances.

Nearly
the
actor

700 people
play. The
is Anton

take part in
most important
Lang, who will
again as Christus, a role
which he filled in 1900 and in 1910
in such a manner that he has become
world famous. He has probably
been more often written up and
photographed than any of the
world’s greatest professional actors,

The performers are all selected

| from among the inhabitants of the

town, and are mostly wood carvers,
local business men, and farmers.
Yet they are such natural artists,
80 highly trained in stagecraft, and
so imbued by centuries of pious
with the spirit of the
sacred drama _that their rendi”
tion of the Passion Play produces a
lasting impression on all who have
seen it, and has been pronounced by
all to be the dramatic masterpiece
of the world today.

All attempts of the out
to induce the pious
Oberammergau to
the Passion Play have
avail. It still remains today as it
was in the beginning a spiritual
exercise performed in fulfillment of
their vow, and nothing can make
them change their ideal Vast
sums s to aggregate millions
have been offered this year by
motion picture producers for the
rights to film the Passion Play, but
have been immediately rejected.
So ingrained in the people has
become their spiritualized concep-
tion of their sacred dram:
they teach their children to lisp the
of the drama, and the
mother’s daily prayer is that her
boy may live to play the part of
Christus, or her girl to play the
part of Mary.

Thousands will journey
little lm.vmi'm village to witness
the ssion Play. Curious sight-
seers \\11! mingle with devout pil-
grims. But all will take away new
thoughts and inspirations. For the
story of the Cross has power
move the hearts of the world.

The play that to be
formed at Oberammergau
summer is but the scenic
sentation of that redeeming sacri-
that was once offered in a
bloody manner on Calvary’s hilltop,
and is offered daily in an unbloody
manner on hundreds of thousands
of Catholic altars throughout
Christendom. It is the final appeal
to the human heart by Him who
made the heart, and it contains the
lessons that the

ide world

villagers of
commercialize
been without

to this

is per-

this

CANADA ENTERS FIELD OF
FOREIGN MISSIONS

Quebee, May 1.—Announcement
of I'ldlh for the foundation of a
gseminary for the education and
preparations for foreign
service has been made here in
pastoral letter issued by His Emi-
nence, Cardinal Begin and signed by

all the Bishops of the province of |

Quebec.

The letter declared that the matter
had been given due consideration
by the prelates and that it had been
decided that the time was ripe for
Canada to enter the field of the
| exangelization of other
| The seminary will be called after
St. Francis Xavier, Apostle of
India. The project has received the
approval of Cardinal Van Rossum,
prefect of the Congregation of the
l rnpagfm(la

100,000 CONVERTS

The fortieth anniversary of the
Society of] the Divine Word in the
mission province of South Shantung,
China, finds a native population of
100,000 Catholics as compared with
158 converts when that organiza-
tion accepted the responsibility of
the province, according to advices
received here. :

Bishop Henninghaus, S. V. D,
has done remarkable work in the
past few years in the organization
of native catechists. There are
upwards of seventy-five priests,
assisted by eleven brothers and
about twenty native missionaries
and teachers at present laboring in
the provinece.

The jurisdiction of the Society of
the Divine Word in China has been
extended over the vast ecclesiastical

performance |
Sun-

a |

first |

to |

repre- |

world needs most |
| to learn.—The Pilot.

mission |
a|

countries. |

of Kansu,
I'hibet, Eight priests
Shantung, accompanied by
(‘.Apm-hln fathers left for the new
field in February. The
requires five-week
journey.

The Rev.
Cap., and the Rev.
Blockinger, O, M. Cap.,
Pittsburgh province, were
in the party which was assigned to
Kansu,

| N

| provinee
|

|

u caravan
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JRSES FOR CHINESE
MIS bl()Nb

l’lAl'lA.\lu
To r'um;n]n-l(' the

HELP

following burses
for the eduecation of Missionaries
for China. It requires #5,000 to
complete a Burse. The
that amount will support in per-
petwity a student in
CHINA MISSION COLLEGE,
ALMONTE, ONTARIO
J. M. Frasgr.
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It is quite quite ¢
‘Flu.”” All one has to do is to get
within radius of the Bugs from
which the fell mischief is hatched,
and the trick is done. To the
average missionary, for instance,
an occasional attack almost
inevitable. One way of catching it
is to get well warmed up at supper
in some hospitable home before
setting out
keen wind

A WESTERN NOTE

asy to catch the

is

Then, unless one leads
a charmed life, the Bugs arrive,
invade the system,
| weaker and the head lighter,

one to ‘'‘ report sick.”

The last time that I came down
the hill from Brule I felt sure that
the Bugs were in possession. I had
all the symptoms, as described
Mr. Dooley, and then
therefore boarded the Edmonton
train with relief, and sprawled in
undignified misery on the green
plush seats of the day coach until
we landed with the dawn. Several
auxiliary Bugs registered their
arrival while 1 waited on a windy
| corner for the early street-car. I
realized (afterwards) that 1
have treated myself to a taxi,
|at the time I thought of
precarious income, and took a
chance. After a while the car
carried me to a friendly home, and
kind hearts gave me a shelter from
which the doctor later moved me to
the hospital, And there, in a high
{and narrow bed 1 attained the
dignity of pneumonia and the

but
my

doctor, one “irey Nun,
(and especially nice)
| the auxiliary forces
staff in open
intrusive Bugs.

two special
nurses, with
of the whole
yarfare on the
By the grace of
God and the best of human co-
operation, my recovery was as
sudden as my collapse, but, 'after
two weeks of convalescence, I still
have a wibbly-wobbly feeling which
is a poor companion on the road.
Frankly, I am half scared to leave
the city, to come out as it were
from under cover and change the
‘ dolce far niente "’ of convalescence
for the unmerciful hazards of every-
day life. I feel in my bones that
I’m not much good, and I can only
hope that some robust scholastic or
seminarian, now in training at
Edmonton or elsewhere, will soon
be ready to ‘‘ take over.”
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Meanwhile Friday night has come,
and the good people of Brule are
expecting me for Sunday Mass. In
the comfortable solicitude of a
hospitable flat, 1 set about packing
my grips, hoping that I had not
forgotten anything. Of course 1
have—and at the last moment I am
obliged to wake up our venerable
Provincial to procure some altar-
breads !

The streets are almost deserted
by the time that I set out for the
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included |

| coach.
| than

| next toa
| progeny.

{ on |
| After

| aisle
| their sprawling sleep,

| wonderful
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| the traces of former
| take

| insist

just north of i depot with a couple of dear friends
from South : to carry thw suitcases which I shall
four | later hav

to manage all alone.
The win<| i€ cutting cold, unvl the
steely sky is swept with weird effect
by the coming and egoing of the

aurora borealis,”” We stand on
the platform with upturned collars
and try in vain to find a corner that
is not invaded by the chiliy breeze
Presently the train lumbers in, and
disgorges some of its sleepy
passengers. | take my place in the
pushing erowd of new arrivals, and
nm\u my way into the 1.1mmrx| day

It seems more ‘' frowsty "’
usual. 1 subside into a seat
Doukhobor lady and her
She sits up and blinks at
me with that feeling of irrational
resentment which all railway
travellers feel towards new arrivals
at divisional points. 1 often have it
myself, so I know her sentiments.
assuring herself that her
little brood on the other side of the
have not been -disturbed in
she takes up
with that
which is the
mothers—even

her whimpering baby
patience
glory of all good
Doukhobors! The train-cleaner
hustles in and stirs up the bug-
laden dust in an effort to remove
passengers, |
breviary and try in
» the cough which will
registering a protest

out my
vain to stiffle

upon

| against the rising clouds of potential

| I presently purghase
. | eighty

| the

| hustle

for a quick walk in a |

make the arms |
bring
on the backache and finally persuade |

some. |

should | :
| hearted messenger who has left his

generous voluntary services of one |

| slow down,

| strength and have

| look

| who can’t say Mass on Lady

| the depot
| discomfiting

| pioneer

| branch,

streptococel.

I shrink more than usual from the
prospect of spending the night on
these gree r‘ plush seats—and, thank
goodness, I don’t b.x\-' to. One of
the faithful friends has just stuffed
a couple of bills into my hand, and
one dollar and

of vitiated
twenty centg
worth of draught in the tourist
sleeper. Anything, however, is
better than the higgledy-piggledy of
the day-coach. 1 draw the curtains
of my sanctum, and pass from
drowsy prayers to heavy slumber.
When I come to myself it is broad
daylight. The train ** loping ’
along through interminable pros-
pects of burnt jack-pine. We are
evidently in the neighbourhood of
Brule. I get up and dress without
least enthusiasm. 1 realize
that it is the Feast of the Annuncia
tion, but I know also that I can’t
manage the hill without food, and 1
to the restaurant car, where
a good friend again foots the bill.
The whes begin to squeak we
and I rush from the car
with a agment of toast in
teeth as the train halts for a fe
brief seconds.

cents
atmosphere

worth
and

is

Is as
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walk up
reasons I take
low. I have a
more time
money. Therefore 1 pause
now and then to straighten
stiffened fingers, and light
““ Millbank.”” At one such pause
up at the morning sky and
address an apologetic *‘ Ave” to the
Virgin of Nazareth, will, 1
hope, return the compiiment which
comes to her from poor client

Day !

Then comes
]‘y"]' VArious
time ‘‘ on

the

the
it
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this
little
than
every
out my
up a
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who
a

The friends at the staff house are
as kind as ever, and during the day
[ get about my acgustomed rounds
In the evening I am enjoying my-
self so much in social converse with
my hosts that it is nearly midnight,
and I am just undressing for bed,
when a fur-coated messenger from
below arrives with—oh
omen !—a telegram.
A glance suffices to tell me that one
of my parishioners, a hundred miles
back is dangerov ill and wants a
priest at once. Father Pat, I know,
is up the Whitecourt branch on
trip, and Father Louis
goodness knows where on the Coal
that I have no choice
but to pack up my grips, leave a
hasty message to explain my
departure, and follow the Kkind-

a
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bed to fetch me on the ‘‘ speeder.”
Luckily the east-bound train is very
late, and I am thus able to catch it.
In the small hours of the morning 1
find a charitable neighbour and a
weeping sister of the sick lad wait-
ing to eonduet me through the
darkest hour before the dawn to
the shack where I am so anxiously
awaited. The poor, thin face of the
patient, with its unaccustomed
fringe of beard, and its pain-ridden
eyes, lights up with faith and hope
as I come into the room. In a few
moments I have given him the short
Unction of the Sick, and promised
to bring him the Blessed Sacra-
ment in the morning., Then I make
tracks for the well-remembeared
shack, and build a fire in the eerie
stillness. Iam ‘‘all in”’ and in a
few moments I am fast asleep.
Ivor HAEL
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