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substanee of the U. S. controversy

N gh Japan is not 1mmng:“‘1 don. It is not a

ine conviction that J. pan is planning
an o“resxivc war on the United States. It is
China—trade and profits. Thj)re are of comrse
- minor clements. Théere are wargcare mongers who
‘make profits out of congresménal appropriations
for munitions and armor plate. ' There are capital-
ists, land speeculaters, and merchants on the Western
coast who honestly think that they did not get their
fair share of the profits of the last war or that they
do not now receive their due proportion out of the

annual pork barrel for harbor improvements and

coast defenses, There are labor-politicians in some

eommunities 'who flourish on anti-Japanese agita-
tion. There are restless navy officers who enjoy
fﬂ‘ihing in troghled waters and are cager to see the
“‘nntoward Angident”’ precipitated—on account of
tﬁhm. the glnry the. ex.eltemant the honors, the

ons. Some ottheq,
wth.»mai—ﬂﬁ‘

started with a show of propnef"y There arc also
some brave souls who still think that another world
conflict would strengthen national and Christian
virtues—the twp being one and the same thing. All
these, however, could be easily held in check by a
President and a State Department really bent on
peace with honor.

But the substance of the controversy with Japan
is not immigration, nor fear of Japanese aggression,
nor the promotion of Christian virtues with bayon-
ets, bombs, and gases; it is China—trade and pro-
fits. This has been the substance of the matter for
many long years. We know from Russian diplo-
matic papers now exposed to publi gaze that Phil-
ander Knox, when Secretary of State, carried his

. system of dollar diplomacy into the Far East. Man-

churia, Mongolia, the Chinese Eastern Railway, and -

. other spheres of economic gain were the objects of
his tender solicitude. It was the Washington spec-
ter /that. hdliu&ed the secret union of ‘Russia and
~Japan just bem&e collapse of the Czar’s regime.
Professor Pan] kemch in his reminiscences of a
diplomst, frankly contimued the serial story. He
' regérded. the American &-uonini’mu.bur-
cau for the assistanee of Amierican merchants and
' capigaltits in Ching; and he did his best to get the
2 I}M Stntes eommifﬂia toa prognmme of dnv”fng

"ty and sacred honor of China.”’
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distant imperialists. What a strange collection of
upstanding citizens joined in the clamor over Shan-
tung—a elamor that almost landed us in a war with
Japan over the business! Hard-boiled tories who
rejoiced in trampling on the liberties of the Filip-
inos, the Haitians, the Dominicans, the Nicaraguans,
and the other wards of American marines, were vis-
ibly pained to see Japan holding a piece of territory
belonging to the poor, dear Chinese. The cause was
righteous—to those who eould see the mote and not
the beam.

We were hcaded for the crisis when Senator
Borah forced the calling of the Washington Confer-
ence in which Hughes and Harding shone so bril-
lian#ly. By firm but gentle pressure England and

the United States forced Japan to relax her grip on _

Shantung—without letting-loosc of anything them-
selves. Everything was done with great eeremony
and with a fine feeling for the proprieties—and with
less noise than would have followed an attempt of
Germany and Japan to bregk the hold of Ameriecan
capitalists on the Philippines. About the same time
the Chinese bubble bumt.« Even the man in the
street discovered that the government of Peking was
no government at all and hul no power outside the
walls of the. city—and jyery Jittle ingide. It stood
revealed as a band of militafy TAVERturers 1 Tecog-
nized by the foreign Powers and sustained by the

_ leavings from the salt and customs duties collected

under alien auspices—saving always ‘‘the sovereign-
Ameriecan bankers
who lent money to the Chinese government without
security lost their investments. Japanese imperial-
ists were hadly singed. American capitalists who
rushed in to gather the prizes promised by theé hust-
iing, bustling Department of Commerce got their fin-
gers burned alse. In spite of all the puffing and
blowing, American business with the sixty million
Japanese continued to be about twice the business
with the three or four hundred million Chinese. The
vocation of loving China and hating Japan lost some
of its echarm.

For a time, American financiers, having suffered
a set—back_in China, turned their attention to Nip-
pon. Some of the most astute said unto themselves -
‘“‘Lend money to the Japanese and let them do it in
and to China.”” So money was lent to the Oneptal
Development Company which operates in Korea,
China, and other distant places—sometimes curious-
ly and mysteriously. A big loan was advanced to
the. Industrial Bank of Japan, which likewise fin-
apces various ecomomic activities in the Far East.
Another loan, huge in amount, was mace to the Im-
perial Japanese Government on a basis that netted
a tidy commission as well as a good rate of interest.
Another was made to the Gireat Electne.ﬂompany,
and still others to minor concerns. All these loans
work for peace between Japan and the United States
—at least forthe present. Ameriean financiers do
not want the business structure of the Far East
sh‘hn by, dmgmnmhtnry adventures.

-

War With Japan

. Bt Shall the U. 8. Get Out of It?

clear—at least in the scheme of calculation. Assum-
Ing vietory as a matter of course, tne United States
at the close would take Formosa and the neighbor-
ing isles, the South Manchurian Railway, and other
valuable -properties. It would assume ‘‘moral re-
sponsibility’’ for Korea, Manchuria, and Mongolia.
Doubtless a “‘commission’’ of experts and bishops
would show that Christian ethies did not require us
to follow the example of Japan in the case of Shan-
tung and return Manchuria to China. The outposts
of American civilization would be planted along the
Chinese Eascern Railway and the basis laid for the
penetration of Siberia. Korea would be assimilated
to the benevolent administration of the Philippines.
The United States would master the trade of China
if it took seven times twenty-one demands. This
is the substance of the ‘‘what.”’

Of eourse there would be other things. There
would be ‘“eost plus’’ once more, labor boards, and
committees on public information. There would be
created a few thousand additional millionsires. The
Hon. Charles E. Hughes has soberly said that in view
of the precedents already set, constitutional govern-
ment as we now know it would hardly survive a long
war even if victoriously waged.  So there waould be
sedition and espionage acts. Professors would be
expelled for expressing doubts about the infallibility
of Congress and the President. The jails would be
filled with American citizens unable to believe what
their conscienees forbid. Aliens would be deported
by the ship load. The Department of Justice would
let loose a million spies to stir up suspieion and
hatred

And who are ‘“‘we’’? According to Mr. Dwight
Morrow’s analysis of foreign bond distribution in
the United States, the number of ‘“us’’ interested in
spreading the benefits of civilization is very large.
The advent of the baby bond has multiplied our
gfodly company. There are some of us on every
Main Street. Stock-sharing schemes augment the
fraternity of the fortunate. As most of the men
drafted for the army and the navy would be farmers
and unskilled laborers not useful for the lathe or test
tube, a great proportion of ‘‘us’’ would escape the
heat of the day. Especially is this true since many
thousand Negro boys eould be ealled upon to help
carry the white man’s burden and hold back the ris
ing tide of color. In the end there would be jobs for
deserving Republicans and Democrats in the new
dependencies, places for teachers and missionaries.
On the whole quite a number of ‘“us’’ will be de-
delighted with ‘“what’’ ‘‘we’’ shall get.

But things might not be so simple, eventually if
not now. Would England stand idly by and see the
United States become mistress of the Pacific and
dominant in China! Would Russia always remain
powerless under the sway of American emterprise?
Would it be possible to isolate the burning house?
What if the conflagration started on the Yangtze
or on the Inland Sea spread to Enrope?! 1 is easier
to start a war than to stop it qr to divine its ont-
come. Would the speils and the fun then hhm
the blood. tremsure, frenxzy, and. w Who
would hold the bonds, gather the profits, seap the
dividends? ’ Whe wotld give their Jives and pay the
taxes? Wnl«iﬁ-bothwﬂ! jeind For
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